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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

An imposing two-story structure, "Price's Post Office" was actually a
handsome home of a type unique in the South Carolina up~-country. It

was built by Thomas Price, large landowner and entrepreneur who moved to
the Spartanburg district in 1793 and operated a store and post office a
few yards away from his house as part of a mercantile~postal~agrarian
complex,

The house 1is designed with a Dutch gambrel roof,{the lower slope of
which is unusually steep. |Construction is of Flemish bond brick with
glazed, or darkened, headers, and with inside end chimneys.; The interior
arrangement provided the 'single house' effect that had become popular
in the South Carolina low-country -~ houses of one-room thickness to
improve air circulation during summer heat. : A central hallway runs
through each story, with rooms opening into the hall from either side.'
.sThe interior is wood-paneled, both walls and ceilings, and its eight
rooms have elegant moldings. Connected to the back of the house is a
two-room "kitchen" with an open ceiling and beaded beams.  The kitchen
building is of English bond brick, The brickwork is like that at nearby

Pinckneyville (1791) and low-country Drayton Hall(1738) on the Ashley.
Imposing and substantial in appearance, even after 165 years, the house

was extremely prepossessing in its original period and locale (about 1800,
An the Tyger River area, first section settled in Spartanburg County),

An 1822 estate inventory\also reflects furnishings considerably above

_the customary frontier level: a desk and bookcases,.large mirrors, at
least one curtained 4-poster bed, window curtains, a large 8-day clock,

. two volumes @f The Guardian, eight of The Spectator, four of The Tatler.
In addition, the inventory\indicates that the house centered a
plantation~type operation of a size unusual in the up~-country (25 slaves,\
for instance) during this period. There was also a riding chaise, a \
"cotton picking" machine, unusual for the day,. a loom and spinning wheels,
and grindstones (possibly indicating a corn mill on the plantation).

Because of vandal damage in recent years, a fence has been built around
the house and some measures taken to prevent further deterioration.
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According to expert architectural opinion, '"Price's Post Office'" is
the only example of its style in the South Carolina Piedmont, its
gambrel roof profile being much more characteristic of the Central
Atlantic States and parts of northern Virginia. Its rarety of
design, as well as the elegance (or former elegance) of the interior
and the relatively sound condition of the fabric make the old house
an excellent candidate for a thorough restoratlon program, ''too
significant for a casual face lifting."

The fact that the house dates from the late years of the 18th
century or the first decade of the 19th (approximately 1800)
enhances its importance as a relic of the South Carolina frontier.
Historians anmd.architects-agree that the existence of the old house,
as well as of transactions records for both Price's Post Office and
.store, offer a valuable -- indeed-a unique -- opportunity for a signi-
ficant preservation-restoration effort. Not only would the result
give the modern world an intriguing insight into an early-19th
century crossroads, but might well reflect the first significant
mercantile trends of an agrarian county which is now a main focal
point in South Carolina's most heavily industrialized area.

Authentically restored, Price's Post Office would be an important
historic companion to the already restored Walnut Grove Plantation,
home of Price's sister.
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