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With a commanding view of the City of Juneau, including the State Capitol complex,
the Gastineau Channel of the inner-passage of the North Pacific Ocean, and the
towering surrounding mountains, the House of Wickersham remains an impressive
part of the City's most venerable residential district.

The house itself, although large and well-situated, bears few distinguishing
architectural features. It is sturdy, solid and functional; and carries none of
the gingerbread, large gables and embellishments characteristic of turn-of-the
century, fashionable near-mansions. This was more true of Alaska than in the
"Lower States."

The builder was a pragmatic man. He knew mining and he knew Alaska. As owner

of the Sheep Creek Mining Company, Frank Hammond enjoyed the affluence to build
as he wished: strength, comfort, quality and convenience were considerations he
prized above pomp and ostentation. Building supplies were not a serious problem
as they were in the Interior, Juneau, as the major mining center of the Far North
since 1880, had well-stocked lumber, hardware and furniture supply houses and was
a principal ocean port north of Seattle and San Francisco. He built accordingly.

The house as originally constructed, and as it remains with virtually no alteration,

is 2% storys with full poured concrete basement. The high gabled roof, shingled,
encloses a full-length attic, with windows at each end-~the sourthernly one
serving as a ship's beacon during the earlier years. All roofs are corniced, box
plain, enclosing extensive storm drains to accomodate heavy rainfall of the
locality. Exterior is shiplap siding, which as far as can be determined has
always been painted white. The windows are conventional slipsill sash; and
except for the true front exposure (not used as the normal entrance) are modestly
limited. The true front profile--the home's most gracious architectural feature--
with the largest use of glass enclosing a full-length first-floor sun-porch, is
usually not seen by visitors unless they tour the grounds, or make special effort.
The back (and least attractive exposure) has always provided the entranceway
because of its easy accesability off 7th Street. Interior orientation was
designed for this practical consideration. Here the principal feature is a
center dormer gable pyramided from the first story roof slope to fall some 3'
short of reaching the main roof.

The inter ior is gracious, with high ceilings, a fireplace and large rooms. One
notes the influence of Judge Wickersham, a noted bibliophile. All downstairs
rooms have extensive book-shelfing; added after 1928, Heating, lighting and

some bathroom details have been modernized over the years; but other than this,
the home, as built, and as lived in by Judge Wickersham from 1928 to 1939 retains
its original integrity.

Due to property growth and residential development, the once open vista on all
sides—-particularly across 7th Street toward Evergreén Bowl, Gold Creek and

Mount Juneau--no longer exists; but the view from the front and upper floors
remains dramatic.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Although important as one of the most impressive period homes of 0ld Juneau,
its greatest significance derives from association with the imposing public
figure whose name it bears--The Honorable James V. Wickersham.

James V. Wickersham served as U.S. District Judge in Alaska from
1900-1908; and as Territorial Delegate to the Congress of the United
States for 14 years. The editor of the 7-volume Alaska Law Reports,

he authoried A Bibliography of Alaskan Literature--regarded as an
invaluable tool for serious students of Alaskan history; 0ld Yukon
Tales—~Trails——and Trials, an authobiographical account providing much
information about early 20th Century Alaska; and scores of monographs on
Alaskan history, ethnography, and politics. He was an Alaskan public
figure whose achievements remains exceptionally significant.

When the U.S. Congress passed the Act of June 6, 1900 extending civil
government in Alaska, two district judgeships were also authorized. As
a result of previous services in helping to secure the appointment of
Senator A.G. Foster (R~Washington) to the U.S. Senate, Wickersham
received one of these judiciary posts-—that for the Third Judicial
Division of the Territory of Alaska, with head-quarters at the City

of Eagle on the Uukon River. After travelling by steamship to Skagway,
from there to Whitehourse, Y.T., on the narrow gauge White Pass and
Yukon Railroad, and then down the Yukon River on the sternwhéeler

John S. Cudahy, Wickersham and other officials of his court arrived

at Eagle on Sunday, July 15, 1900.

The new magistrate's domain was vast: 300,000 square miles; and
sparsely populated: some 1,500 whites had been counted in the 1900
census. Four log churches were in the district, but 'no court-house,
jail, school or other public building". Nor was there a '"mile of
public wagon road or trail". No money had been appropriated for
public purposes, although the Judge had been authorized to reserve
two town lots for public purposes and "build a court-house and jail
out of license funds'". Even as he was letting bids for construction,
Judge Wickershdm recommended to the Department of Justice that he might
profitably assist the judges in other divisions by holding special
terms for them. In June of 1901, he left Eagle to hold sessions in
the Second Division (Judge Noyes) at Nome and Unalaska. Returning

to Eagle, Judge Wickersham continued to make the circuit in his
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Third Division, hearing civil and criminal cases along the Yukon and its
tributaries. In December of 1940, Judge Wickersham was directed to remove
his court to Fairbanks as a result of a bonanza discovered near that
settlement; and consequent increase in judicial business there. His
career as a pioneer Judge during the heyday of mining involved some of
Alaska's most significant cases. Often, for the first time, he brought
United States administration of justice to vast s®gments of the Territory.

James V. Wickersham went on to become Territorial Delegate to the Congress
of the United States for fourteen years. He introduced Alaska's first
Statehood Bill to the Federal Congress on March 30, 1916. His legal residence
thereafter was Juneau. He was elated to be able to purchase, in 1928, the
impressive and well situated residence, built in 1899 on part of an old
placer mining claim in the Gold Creek District by Frank Hammond, owner

of the Sheep Creek Mining Company. The fourteen years as delegate were

not however, successive. After a seating fight in the Sixty-fifth Congress,
Wickersham decided to retire to private life, opening a law practice in
Juneau and working on the bibliography of Alaskana, published by the
University of Alaska in 1927. He briefly returned to public service in
1930, winning election as Delegate again. The 1932 Democratic landslide
swept him from office, and he returned again to Juneau where he continued

to practice law until his death in 1939.

Since 1958 the Judge's Niece, Mrs. Ruth Allman, has graciously hosted and
entertained tens of thousands of visitors to the private museum known to many
parts of the world as "House of Wickersham!'. Here, in a dignified manner may
be seen the memorabilia and life-style of a preeminent Alaskan. In 1968 the
property was acquired by Alaska Airlines. They continued to retain Ruth Allman
as lecturer-curator, as has the present owner, Robert Giersdorf.



