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Moved (53 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This house was constructed circa 1830 by William Johnson. The walls 
are of 18 inch thick solid rock which was quarried from the nearby 
bluffs and hauled to the site by oxen. The actual construction 
work was done by slave labor. Evidence of the work of different 
craftsmen is visible through varying styles of masonry. The corners 
of the house are tied with alternating small and large rocks. The 
windows and doors are deeply recessed due to the thickness of the 
walls.

The house consists of six total rooms. The main portion of the 
house is two story. It is only one room deep with a connecting 
hallway. The staircase is located in the hallway. To the rear 
of the two story portion is a one story wing, with two rooms. The 
first room is the kitchen and was an original part of the house. 
Beyond the kitchen is a second room. It was originally the 
smokehouse and was detached from the main house. It,too, was con­ 
structed of stone. It was attached to the house in its present 
position at some unknown date.

The house originally had a narrow two story wooden front porch. 
In 1965 this porch was removed and the present rock terrace was 
constructed.

There are four outbuildings which remain from the early days of 
Rock Jolly. Down the hill from the main house is a small white 
clapboard barn. At the right of the house a log carriage- house 
remains. Behind the house are two more log structures. One appears 
to have been slave or servants quarters. It is now a guest house. 
The other was probably a storage house and is so used at the present 
time.
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7. DESCRIPTION

Although it is not known exactly how Rock Jolly received its name, 
family tradition has it that a relative who was an attorney for the 
Reconstruction Finance Committee in Washington, made frequent visits 
to the place and had such good times there that he gave it the name.

There are no records to establish the fact, but it is felt that the 
entire house was built at the same time. The basement is a full 
basement and shows no signs o.f having been built at two different times 
The owner says that two different stone masons were working on the 
house at the same time and their work is not exactly alike, but the 
same workmanship is shown over the entire house.
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Rock Jolly is significant because of its simple but dignified 
architecture. This two story stone house is constructed of 
native limestone and is federal in style. A house of this size 
and form was unusual in Robertson County and is probably the only 
nineteenth century stone house remaining in the county. Except 
for the front porch, the house remains as it was originally. 
The several early outbuildings add to the significance of the 
total complex. ~
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Pratt, Dorothy and Richard. A Guide to Early American Homes-South
McGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc. New York: 1956. p. 17 9. 

Interview with owners.
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8. SIGNIFICANCE (cont.)

Rock Jolly is significant because it is the only nineteenth century 
stone house in Robertson County and one of the few in Middle Tennessee, 
No historically significant event occurred there and no famous people 
have been associated with the house. It has been owned by the Buntin 
family, a prominent Middle Tennessee family, since 1937. Its Federal 
style architecture and its massive appearance are notable. It is 
nominated solely for local significance, and it has certainly been one 
of the outstanding landmarks of the county for over a century.

GP 0 921-7 24


