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The exterior walls are stuccoed brick, with the first story of the
front built of load-bearing, cast iron columns and lintel which support the
masonry above. One column at its base has the letters "LEEDS" cast integrally.
The interior is three equal bays wide running the length of the building, with
two rows of wood columns supporting wood beams and wood floor. The roof is also
three bays. The whole is typical commercial construction of its time and place.
Fenestration was to the front and back. The back elevation had simple double
hung sash on the second and third floors; the first floor wall at the back has
been altered destroying the original work.

The main importance of the building is the street elevation in the
Gothic style. Sited at the head of a long narrow park square, the building is
conspiciously sited.

All of the Gothic columns, window frames and lintels are of cast iron.
The lower cornice is of stucco. The existing sash on the first floor is later
and non-descript. There is no record of the design of the original sash on the
first floor. The casement sash on the second and third floors following the
original drawing closely and is considered original.

A drawing in the Labrot Collection, Special Collections Division,
Tulane University Library is undoubtedly the working drawing for this building.
Another drawing shows a commercial building similar in design and detail; which
drawing is earlier is not known. Both drawings are from the Gallier office;
in 1852 the firm was Gallier and Turpin.

The Gothic style was fashionable in New Orleans for commercial and
residential work from the very late 1840's through the early 1850's. Based on
simple late Gothic flat headed openlngs, this is a fine example of early Victorian
Gothic. A Gothic house out of (the ones Gallier, Sr.'s office dld exists on
Prytania and Third Streets today. Pece ges

y The Leeds family tomb in Cypress Grove Cemetery is in the Gothic style.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Leeds Iron Foundry was constructed by Gallier Turxpin & éé. in 1852, The foundry
is significant because of it'g history and architectural design.

Charles J. Leeds, the thirty-third mayor of New Orleans, became the heir and partner
with his brother C. T. and cousin Thomas in the foundry after his father's, Jedediah
Leeds, death in 1844. The firm established in 1825 occupied the square bounded by
Delord (now Howard), Foucher (now Constance), Tchoupitoulas and St. Joseph Streets
ust a few blocks from Lee Circle. According to The New Orleans Crescent City, the
Leeds Iron Foundry was the second largest such concern in the South and the oldest”
in New Orleans. There were from 200 to 400 hands employed in the three separate
departments; the casting, the forging and finishing for the manufacturing and
repairing sugar and cotton equipment, as well as ornamental cast iron. Leeds was
the largest maker of steel cotton bale presses. The latest time saving devices of
the time were supplied to San Francisco, Destrehan, Edmee and Terre Haut Plantations
and others. ‘

In 1861 Leeds was manufacturing war materials like the Saunders rifled cannon
and other guns for the Confederate Army. Finding New Orleans in danger from
Farragut's Union Fleet, the Confederates ordered the construction of two iron
clad men of war, the Louisiana and the Mississippi. The Leeds Foundry, the

only concern equipped for the construction of these ships, secured the contracts.
The Leeds Iron Foundry is extremely significant because it served as the head-
quarters to Company D of the White League for the Battle of Liberty Place. The
foundry fabricated the principal piece of artillery, a cannon in 1874. Recently
repair work on the building revealed cannon balls under the later concrete floor.
The Leeds Foundry is believed to have supplied more members than any other
organization for the cause. On September 14, 1874 the battle was fought on the
levee against the Metropolitan Police at the foot of Canal Street resulting in
the overthrow of the carpet-bag rule, the Kellogg State Govermment. This event
is commemorated by a monument at the foot of Canal Street.

1874-%9%76 during the Reconstruction Period. Leeds was instrumental in having
the following acts passed:
1) the rights and property of the Mississippi Gulf and Ship Island
Canal which enabled the city to control all drainage districts

2) A drainage canal was constructed on Nashville Avenue between St.

Charli:bLeeds was elected the thirty-third mayor of the city of New Orleans from
9

Charles Avenue and Mississippi River.
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3) A shell road formed on St. Charles Avenue running from St. Joseph
to Toledano Streets.

4) Street railways were established on a line out to Lake Pontchartrain
Summer Resort.

5) The Founding of the Fink Home and Asylum in 1875.

In 1896 Schwartz Foundry & Co., Ltd., Moss Schwartz, president, purchased
and enlarged the business. The building works attractively into the St. Mary
Market Park Area.

James Gallier, Jr.,who had just taken over James Gallier, Sr.'s architectural
practice, later designed the famed French Opera House which burned in 1917.

The Leeds Iron Foundry is the only remaining warehouse designed by Gallier
Turpin & Co.

The structure is unique in New Orleans because it is a rare Gothic commercial
structure.

According to the Times Picayune and Gallier House authority, the Foundry is
one of seven authenticated Gallier, Jr.'s and Turpin's still in existence.
The others are:

1) The Boston Club - 824 Canal Street

2) The Diocesan House of the Episcopal Church of Louisiana

2265 St. Charles Avenue

3) The Gates and Gatehouses of the Fairgrounds

4) Gallier House - 1132 Royal Street, Vieux Carre

5) Luling Mansion - 1436 Leda Street (Formerly the Jockey Club)

6) 111 Exchange Place

In St. Louis Cemetery No. 3, a tomb was designed for James Gallier, Sr. by
James Gallier, Jr.
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