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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (U known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This church, construction of which was proposed in late November, 1898, follow 
ing the organization of a Presbyterian congregation (10/28/98), was completed 
in 1899 at a cost of $2,500 including furnishings. Those who formed the con 
gregation included many outstanding pioneers of the county.

Its location is clearly visible from the usual approaches to the town, by highway 
from the north or traveling along the river, it contributes to an attractive skyline 
and serves as a focal point of beauty for the town.

The exterior is in good condition and unchanged other than the removal of some 
decorative design, especially from the front gable, and the addition of a side 
wing to house an organ. The building is mounted on a substantial stone and 
mbTtar foundation.

Inside the building has been changed very little; the major alterations being the 
installation of some sound absorbent board on the ceiling and walls and the removal 
(to the back balcony of the main chambers) of the original pews to replace them 
with cushion-upholstered seats.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In a letter to the District Engineer, Seattle Corps of Engineers, dated March 2, 
1970, Robert H. Ross, AIA, CSI, states:

"A few years ago I discovered and photographed the little "Carpenter - 
Gothic" Grace Church in Asotin. It's a lovely and interesting building 
well worthy of preservation. This fine example of our American heritage 
has great architectural character, both inside and outside. The tower 
is exceptionally well proportioned and the details are very good,...."

This church is the second oldest religious building in the county and is a fine 
example of our American heritage with great architectural character and hand 
somely placed.

This property together with other buildings, is within the U.S. Engineers "take 
line" with respect to the reservoir to be formed by the Lower Granite dam 
presently under construction by the Corpsof Engineers. It is within an area 
of about a dozen acres along the riverside part of the town which both the 
Asotin Planning Commission and the Army Engineers tentatively plan to be a 
park and recreation area. This property has been purchased by the Corpsbut 
the building itself has been given back to the congregation now using it, the 
Full Gospel Church, with the understanding that they take the responsibility 
for its removal. Although no deadline has been set - removal depends on the 
progress of the dams construction. It is not expected that the reservoirs will 
be filled earlier than 1974.

The preservation of this church is of considerable concern to the leading citizens 
and historians of Asotin county as well as to its planning agencies. The Com 
prehensive Plan, Town of Asotin, issued by the Asotin Planning Commission in 
March, 1967, page 17 states with respect to this church, "it is an historic 
building which should be protected."

The congregation would like to continue using the church on its present location 
which would mean a moderate land rental to be paid each month to the Corp. With 
the reservoir full it is highly unlikely that water would ever reach the foundation 
since it is above the level the water might reach once in every 100 years. In 
addition the basement would be refilled, and as the 1970 photograph shows,
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the building can be banked another two feet. In view, of the attractiveness of the 
church, its historical significance to the area, and its easy access to visitors and 
residents alike it could be incorporated in and be an integral part of the areas 
development.
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