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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See instructions in GuldtllnH 
for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each Item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering 
the requested information. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, styles, materlala, 
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed in the instructions. For additional apace use continuation aheeta 
(Form 10-900a). Type ali entries. · 

1. Name of Property 
historic name Smith House 
other names/site number Resource #WH1814 

NfA 
2. Location 
street & number 607 West Arch ~v. 

cit town Searc N/A 
ltltl Arkansas code AR county White code 145 zip code 72143 

3. Claaaltlcatlon 
Ownership of Property 
[]j private 
D public-local 
D public-State 
D public-Federal 

Category of Property 
1KJ bulldlng(e) 
0dlatrlct 
Oalte 
D structure 
Oobject 

Name of related multiple property listing: 
Historic and Architectural Resources 
of White County, Arkansas 

4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing Noncontributing 

1 buildings 
___ eltee 

1 structures 
___ objects 

1 1 Total 
Number of contributing resources previously 
listed In the National Register N/A 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
[]! nomination D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties In the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth In 36 CFR Part 60. 
In inion, t property KJ ts es n meet e National Register criteria. D See continuat!SD sheet. 

. l .. ,1 .J.'j /j 
Signature of certifying icial Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property Is: 

fliT entered in the National Register. 
'1\ D See continuation sheet. 
D determined eligible for the National 

Register. D See continuation sheet. 
D determined not eligible for the 

National Register. 

D removed from the National Register. 
D other, (explain:)--------

Date 

1t1t<n eo: 1'11 tile 
~ationAJ. Jlegia-

~ _....~..9_-_..)_-_-...c...9/'---



6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

DOMESTIC/ Single Dwelling 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

OTHER: Vernacular/ Irregular Plan 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
DOMESTIC/ Single Dwelling' 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation ______ c_o_n_c--:r,...e_t_e_-:-:--:-------
walls ________ n--,o_v_e_l_t__,y<--_s_id_i_n.:::g ____ _ 

stucco 
f asphalt shingle 

roo ---------~----~=------
other ___________________ ___ 

[K] See continuation sheet 



United Statea Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number _ 7 __ Page __ 1 _ 

Description 

During the Boom and Bust Era (1914-1939) in White County a variety of vernacular houses were constructed. 
They were also built out of a variety of materials. It was during this period, however, that pre-fabricated housing 
became popular in the county; houses could now be bought from mail-order catalogues such as Sears Roebuck 
& Co. The Smith House is an example of such a house. It is two-stories in height and irregular in shape; walls 
are clad with novelty siding while the gable ends are decorated with half-timbering and stucco. The gable roof 
is covered with composition shingles and the entire structure rests on a cast concrete foundation. 

This building was constructed at 607 W. Arch Street which is five blocks southwest of the court square in Searcy. 
The Smith House was constructed c. 1920 and is in excellent condition. Its main, or north elevation is dominated 
by a projecting gable at the second story. Double-pane casement windows are found on all three sides of this 
room. Large wooden brackets are found not only on this gable end but the others as well. A one-story porch 
extends from the projecting gable around to the east elevation of the structure. The shed roof of this porch is 
supported by brick columns that are connected with a solid brick balustrade. A single door accesses the porch 
on the north elevation. Fenestration on the building consists of four-over-one double-hung wood sash windows. 
One-story shed roof bays are located on both the northwest and southeast comers of the original house. Single 
or paired windows relieve these bays. A two-story rear "T" extends from the south elevation of the structure. This 
portion of the house is original although only the second story is now visible because of later additions. Casement 
windows similar to ones found on the main elevation's projecting gable are located on this rear "T" as well. 
These casement windows are found on all three sides of the rear "T". A one-story shed roof addition is located 
on the east elevation of the rear "T". Extending from the south elevation of the one-story shed roof addition 
around to the west elevation of the rear "T" is a one-story gable roof addition. A single asymmetrically placed 
door accesses the carport that is attached to the west elevation of this latest addition. The carport has a shed roof 
that is supported by metal posts. 

The interior of the house retains many of the original features that were ordered from the Sears Roebuck 
catalogue. These features include a window bay seat, book cases and a staircase. This staircase has been moved 
to provide easier access for handicapped individuals but is otherwise intact. 

Approximately ten yards south of the house is a garage. This structure has a gable roof and the walls are clad 
with novelty siding. Two sliding doors relieve the north elevation of the building. An asymmetrically placed door 
originally accessed the east elevation of the garage but this entrance has since been boarded over. Two small 
asymmetrically arranged fixed-frame windows fenestrate the south elevation of the structure. The garage was built 
c. 1930 and is in fair condition. ' 



8. Statement of Significance '· 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

D nationally D statewide IX] locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria D A D B [X] C D D 

Criteria Cr>nsiderations (Exceptions) D A DB DC D D DE D F D G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
ARCHITECTURE 

Significant Person 
N/A 

Period of Significance 
c. 1920 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Architect/Builder 
unknown 

Significant Dates 
c. 1920 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

[N See continuation sheet 



9. MaJor Bibliographical Reference• 

See ''Historic and Architectural Resources of White County, Arkansas," Section H. 

Prtvloue documentation on flit (NPS): 
D preliminary determination of Individual lletlng (38 CFR 87) 

hu bttn requ11ttd 
D prtvlouely llettd In the National Reg later 
D prtvlouely determined eligible by the National Reg later 
D deelgnated a National Hletorlc Landmark 
D recorded by Hletorlc American Buildings 

SuNeyl ____________________________ __ 

D recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record*------------------

' ' 
1 o. Oeoaraphlclllt D!ta "rv-~·~tO' u 

D See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
D State hletorlc prlleNatlon office 
D Other State agency 
D Federal agency 
0 Local government 
D University 
Dother 
Specify repository: 

Acreage of P.r~perty --------------------------------
j - ~ .. urJ ~ef&rerices 
Al._UIIIIf 

Zone Easting 

c LLJ I I I I 

.. . . .. 
Verbal Boondar{Description 

Boundary Justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

I I I I 

Northing 

I I I I 

name/title Joe De Rose, Survey Coordinator 

B LLJ 
Zone . 

·~ b LL..J 

I I I I 
Easting 

I I I I 
(.: . . 

I I I I 

Northing 

I I I 

IX] See continuatiQJ'l .sheet ~ -.; 
~,.:~ .... ' 

[X] See continuation sheet 

[X] See continuation sheet 

organization Arkansas Historic Preseryation Pro~ram 
street & number 225 E Markham, Suite 300 

date 16 April, 1990 
telephone)01-371-2 763 

city or town T.j ttl e Rock state Arkansas zip code 72201 

* U.S.GP0:1988·0·223·918 
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Significance 

OMS ApptrweJ No. 10UOIJ18 

The significance of this house lies in the fact that it is one of only two known mail-order houses found in the 
county. It is also one of the fmest known examples of a Sears house in the state. The original portion of the 
Smith House is a virtual duplicate of Sears Modern Home #264P202. This model was first offered in the 1916 
Sears Roebuck catalogue for a cost of about $1,200. 

For the above stated reasons the Smith House is significant for its contribution to the study of vernacular 
architecture and is being nominated under Criterion C with local significance. 
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Acreage of property: Less than one 

UTM References: 

A 15/614325/3901280 

Verbal Boundary Description 

Lot 2, Block 20, Jones Addition to the Town of Searcy. 

Boundary Justification: 

OMI ApptrNtl No. 10UC018 

This boundary includes all the property historically associated with this resource. 
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GW8 ApptrNel No. 102+4011 

AUG l 1991 
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White County MPS 
ARKANSAS 

91001276 Missouri--Pacific Depot Sullsta.ntiv.e lteview 
9 1001277 ~Moody House 
91001210 MooFe House ·suts:ta.otl vo Iiev1ew 
91001332 v Morris Institute Da i ry Barn 

\> 

.. 
91001178 Nat'ional Guard Armory BuildingJlutst~ tivo .Revi 
91001356/ Neaville, J.A., House ew 
91001331 · New Mt. Pisgah School Suo6.t;;,ilie i:H:.Jview 
91001360,...... Nimmo Clubhouse -····· ·--- ·· · -·; · :- ······ 
91001286 O':Neal, Howard, Farm Uuli~t~tiv.o. Revie"t 
91001290 Pangburn, Austin, House 
91001203 Paschall House 
91 001292 Patman House 
91001255 Pemberton House 
91001305 : Pence--Carmichael Farm , Barn and Root 
91 001247 ,...... Pluntmer House 
91 001249 Powell Clothing Store 
91001307~Prince House 
91001361/ Ransom, Edward, 

Barn 
9 10012 1 3~ Rascoe House 
91001296V Ray, Sam , House 

Farmstead, Livestock and Equipment 

91001343 v Rhew, J. c., Co. Pae.king §heci_ __ _ _ 
91001231 Rialto Theater Su'tia.~~ua lfevt ; • 
91001245 Robertson Drugstore Suos.ta.ntive Revi ev: 
91001221 Robertson House 
91001195 ._ Rock Building 
91001230 Rodgers, Porter, Sr., House 
91001219 Rogers, Bob, House s~b-stantive Review 
910013 46 Roper House 
910012 7l v'Russell Jail 
91001306 . Scott--Davis House :i ~o<ts.t";titl~ RevT"Gi' 
91001227 Searcy City Hall 
91001200 "'Searcy Post Office 
91001208~Sears, Dean L. c., House 
91001261 Sellers House 
91001257 Shue House 
91001299 Shutter, John, House _ / 
91 001367 v Siler, Luther, Gin ft·G/o~V,J~-"-
91001342 Simpson, Stanley, Farmstead 
91001218 Smith House 
91001223 Smith, A. J., House 

utJi~c:.r.m..., i uliataoti v.a 
Picking Sled 

Date Listed 

9-.P-f/ 

7/2-3 / f 2-
~--~--w 

f -/3 - 91 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE 
NAME: 

Smith House 

White County MPS 

STATE & COUNTY : ARKANSAS, White 

DATE RECEIVED : 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 

8/01/91 
8/31/91 

DATE OF PENDING LIST: 8/15/91 
DATE OF 45TH DAY: 9/15/91 

DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 91001218 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER : N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

~CEPT ___ RETURN ___ REJECT --~~~J~~-f.~( ___ DATE 
lntered 1n t ile 
lat1oD&l leg1atlt 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

RECOM . /CRITERIA ______________ __ 
REVIEWER ______________________ __ 
DISCIPLINE ____________________ _ 
DATE __________________________ __ 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

__ count __ resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

__ historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

__ architectural classification 
__ materials 
__ descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance-- Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

__ summary paragraph 
__ completeness 
__ clarity 
__ applicable criteria 
__ justification of areas checked 
__ relating significance to the resource 
__ context 
__ relationship of integrity to significance 
__ justification of exception 
__ other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

__ acreage 
__ UTMs 

__ verbal boundary description 
__ boundary justification 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

__ sketch maps __ USGS maps __ photographs __ presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 



























Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64500033 


