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DESCRI BE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The present habitable residence called Millwood is slightly northeast
of the original house and is the third residence of the Hampton family
on the property.

We are recording herewith the ruins of the first Millwood. It was 
built sometime after 1815 ̂ probably in the 1830Vs, and was an ambitious 
Greek-Revival mansion with a central pile and matched wings.. In 
February 1865, acting under orders from General William Tecumseh Sherman, 
the house was burned to the ground, JLeaving only chimneys, foundation 
piers, and twelve brick pillars. The house had, of course, been frame. 
Some years later the small square pillars of the two wings were pulled 
down, leaving four tall round fluted ones, which are flanked by two 
square paneled ones. These remaining columns fronted the central 
portion of the house. In about 1930 one of those round columns crumbled 
and fell, leaving only its high, plastered base.

Remaining today are'two square pillars and three round ones, fluted 
and with reeds in the fluting seven feet up. Those columns stand on 
tall plastered bases, and the base of the fallen round column remains.

Beyond the ruins are other ruins, notably of the smoke-house, a 
tower like structure with a dovecote in the top. The wine-house, which 
matched the smoke house, is standing in fair condition. A part of the 
original stable remains, and evidences of most of the old outbuildings 
remain in the form of partial foundations, etc. The pleasure garden 
is now enveloped by woods, and walks and boxwoods can be seen in these 
woods. Mr. Hampton, the present owner, is a great grandson of the 
builder Wade Hampton II, and has built a large house 150 yards behind 
the standing pillars. The pillars themselves are in poor condition, and 
in need of stabilization.

Attached is a diagram of a conjectured main floor plan of Millwood. 
This plan is compiled from Hampton family accounts, particularly those 
of Mr. Frank Hampton, Mrs. Victor Barringer, Mr. Harry Hampton, and 
Mr. Ambrose Hampton. Also, there is a striking similarity tietween the 
family remembrances of Millwood and the main fIOOTob&TCt Mills' 
Lunatic Asylum in Columbia 6B9fil (/ &

 'ir
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Millwood was the South Carolina home of Col. Wade Hampton II, a 
famous sportsman and horseman of the first half of the 19th century. 
He was, in the winter of 1835, heir of one of the largest fortunes 
in America, that of his father, General Wade Hampton I, a resident 
of the city of Columbia and owner of vast plantation interests in 
Mississippi, Louisiana, and South Carolina. Hampton I owned over 
2,000 Negro slaves.

The younger Wade Hampton, with wealth and family prominence behind 
him, brought the Hampton family into the full flower of Ante-Be Hum 
"aristocracy". His grandparents had been slain in an Indian massacre 
in upcountry South Carolina, and his father had been an adventurer of 
sorts. Hampton II became famous for his hospitality, his horses, and 
his famous friends. He died in 1858, $300,000 in debt. His son, 
Wade Hampton III, at the age of forty, became head of the family. MSe 
While he did not inherit Millwood, he considered it his home, and visited 
his sisters there often. He paid mpst .of the debts of his father, and 
at the time of the Civil War, personally financed Hampton's Legion and 
was a General in the Confederate army. He became the particular favorite 
of wartime South Carolina. For this reason, when General W. T. Sherman 
marched through the Richland County area in the winter of 1865, it was 
decided to burn Millwood. Although Millwood did not belong to Hampton, 
but to his unmarried sisters, it was the family homestead and therefore 
Sherman saw it as a symbol of the leadership of Hampton. The house 
was burned and has stood as a ruin since then.

Toward the close of the 19th century the ruins began to be noticed 
and sentimentalized. Hampton III, in 1876, emerged from retirement and 
ran for governor. While he symbolized aristocracy and the old order, 
his support was among the poor farmers, a fact he seldom recognized. 
Hampton served as governor of the state and as U.S. Senator, and died in 
1902, utterly lionized by his people, and, toward the last, supported 
entirely by the charity of the City of Columbia. Wade Hampton III is 
historically the symbol of the old order in S. C. even today. After 
his death, the emblem and almost trademark of the Lost Cause was the 
Millwood ruins. They were pictured on postcards, opera curtains, prints, 
and in books. Although their state of repair consistantly declines today 
they are undoubtedly the most important historic site of South Carolina, 
as applies to the emotional climate of the people in the years after the 
Civil War.
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Wade Hampton I, II, III MSS, Caroliniana Library Univ. of S. C. 
Newspaper files 1865 until 1930, Caroliniana Library, ditto. 
Mr. Frank Hampton, Millwood, Columbia, S. C. 
Mrs. Victor Barringer (Gertrude Hampton) Richmond, Va.
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DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW 33 ° 59 -3397- 80 ° 58 • 19 - 
NE 33 ° 59 -3397" 80 ° 57 • 196 - 
SE 33 ° 58 -5801" 80 ° 57 • 196 - 
sw 33 <? sft -ssm • an ° sa • IQ •

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
3 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
ROF LESS THAN TFN ACRES

• ———————————
• UATI'TUDE • ' 1 LONGITUDE
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0 > o ,
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NAME AND Tl TLE:

William Seale, Director
ORGANIZATION DATE

Historic Columbia Foundation , .. .August ,28, 19?0
STREET AND NUMBER:

1616 Blanding Street
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Columbia,
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National^] State Jrf Local Q

Title Director,, South Carolina
-uepartment Archives & History 

Date August 29, 19?0

STATE CODE
South Carolina -^Ht-yd
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

^ f / /fi

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

MAR 1 8 1971
Date
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CONJECTURAL DIAGRAM OF MILLWOOD AS IT WAS PRIOR 

TO ITS DESTRUCTION IN FEBRUARY 1865


