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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

The original Rock House structure was built of native sandstone 
quarried in the general vicinity of the site. This native 
sandstone is similar to what is commercially called "Crab Orchard" 
sandstone and is, perhaps, identical to the Chilhowee sandstone 
cited in James M. Safford T s Geology of Tennessee, Nashville, 1869.

Originally the Rock House was a two room structure with a large 
fireplace at each end of the building. Structural evidence in­ 
dicates the removal of a partition that divided the space. The 
original building now contains one large room. The woodwork 
consisting of mantels, floors, ceiling, doors and window frames, 
is all original.

A post card made in the studio of James A. Goodwin, Sparta, 
Tennessee, and postmarked September 2, 1909, gives the structure 
as it then appeared. At that time a porch ran the entire length 
of the front of the building and a portion of the porch had been 
boarded up to form a "lean-to" on the front of the house. The 
picture indicates that the house was being used as a residence 
at that time.

The present condition of the Rock House is good. At some time, 
probably since 19M-0 when the State of Tennessee became the owner 
of the property, a room has been added to the rear of the house 
and is constructed of the same type of native sandstone as the 
original structure. This addition contains modern plumbing and 
other conveniences.

With the exception of the removal of the partition in the original 
structure, and the changes that have been made in porches, it 
appears that the house is much the same as it was built.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The "Rock House" located on present U. S. Highway 70, 3 miles 
east of Sparta,was on the old stage road running over the 
Cumberland Mountains from Knoxville to Nashville. The records 
indicate that the small stone toll house was built for Barlow 
Fiske sometime between 1835-1839. It was probably used as a 
resting place for travellers and horses alike as the distance 
from Sparta to the top of the mountain was 5% miles, according 
to an 1837 petition. In 1852 the White County Court granted 
Barlow Fiske a license to "sell and dispose of goods, wares, 
merchandise, groceries and drugs at retail at his establishment 
for 12 months." The license was renewed in 1853 but no licenses 
exist to show that the Rock House was used for a store after 
that time;however, it is felt by traditionists that a store 
continued there for many years. Records also indicate that a 
toll gate was still in operation as late as 1857.

The toll house played an important part in the early transporta­ 
tion system in the west and the Rock House is a good example of 
a toll house using the native material, sandstone. It also 
served other purposes doubling as a store and resting place for 
weary travelers.

It is now the property of the State of Tennessee and is used as 
a meeting house for the Rock House Chapter of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution. It stands preserved as a tribute to 
this part of our heritage—the stage road and toll house.



Early White County records.

Acts of the Tennessee General Assembly, 1809, 1819, 1825, 18M-5.

Letters of Barlow Fiske in Tennessee State Library, Manuscripts 
Division.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 
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