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Facing eastward, the Solomon Neill Brooks House is located in northern Bullitt 
County near the intersection of KY 61 (Preston Highway) and Hebron Lane, 
just east of 1-65. The house is situated two miles south of the Bullitt*- 
Jefferson County line. Brooks Run, a branch of Floyds Fork, runs in a north- 
south direction to the west of the house, and the small community of Brooks 
lies just to the northwest on the Louisville and Nashville Railroad line.

Constructed in 1847, the Brooks House is a two-story, five<-bay brick Greek 
Revival residence embodying a central passage plan. Six<-over-six pane windows 
capped by jack arches pierce the east and west facades. Simple architrave 
molding frames the door which is surmounted by a four-pane rectangular transom 
and flanked by slender, three-pane sidelights. A recent one-story porch shelters 
the entrance. Interior chimneys are located on the north and south gable ends, 
and a corbelled cornice and tin hipped roof complete the building. The two- 
story ell is original to the main block; alterations have been made to the 
gallery on the ell. Shouldered architrave trim remains on the interior of the 
house.

Three outbuildings contemporary with the house remain. Immediately southwest 
of the house is a pyramidal-roofed brick smokehouse displaying an abstract 
Greek entablature. Adjacent to the smokehouse is a singles-room, gable-roofed 
brick slave house. Further southwest of the main house is a brick granary/ 
springhouse.

The nominated property comprises approximately two acres designed to encompass 
the main house and the three outbuildings.
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Among the few remaining historic structures in Bullitt County, the Solomon Nelll 
Brooks House is one of the oldest and most architecturally distinctive. Of the 
structures which meet the National Register criteria, the Brooks House is one of 
the county's two surviving brick houses. As such, the building embodies Bullitt 
County's finest example of Greek Revival architecture.^ Adding to the importance 
of this house is the fact that the county has limited architectural resources, a 
result of its never having developed its own cultural identity. Instead, throughout 
its history Bullitt County's cultural and structural development has been heavily 
determined by the influence of adjacent counties, notably Jefferson. The majority 
of the historic structures have been destroyed; the remaining buildings and 
the ones that formerly existed convey a state of flux and a sense of economic 
immediacy that have been traditional elements in the county's history.

Bullitt County was created in 1796, and the early pioneer activity centered on 
the salt and iron industries. These were promoted and sustained for the most 
part by Louisville entrepeneurs who saw the opportunity to exploit Bullitt 
County's natural resources to the advantage of the business and commercial needs 
of the Louisville area. In 1779, the first commercial saltworks in Kentucky was 
established at Bullitt's Lick, and this saltworks became a major source of salt 
for several years, making the area the hub of the salt trade in pioneer times.2

In 1785, a second saltworks was established at Long Lick, and shortly thereafter 
Joseph Brooks,3 an early Bullitt County settler and an ancestor of Solomon Neill 
Brooks, developed the region's third saltworks at Mann's Lick. Thus from the county's 
initial settlement, the Brooks family has been continuously involved in the area's 
history, and the Solomon Neill Brooks House exemplifies the family's prominence 
in the county.

Displaying the traditional Greek Revival plan and retaining a noteworthy collection 
of contemporary outbuildings, the complex survives as an architectural landmark 
in Bullitt County.
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FOOTNOTES

Other buildings of note identified in the 1978 comprehensive survey 
of Bullitt County are the General Grist House, an early nineteenth century 
stone house, and a ca. 1830 brick dwelling.

2 
Robert E. McDowell, "Bullitt f s Lick: The Related Saltworks and

Settlements," The Filson Club Quarterly, Vol. 30, No. 3 (July 1956), 
p. 242.

3 
Brooks, a native Pennsylvanian, settled at Bullitt f s Lick in

February of 1781 and was involved in the saltworks until 1784 when he 
purchased property and built a house along the road between Louisville 
and Bullitt's Lick. The site became known as Brooks Spring, and it was 
on this land that his descendant, Solomon Neill Brooks, erected his 
house in 1847. The Brooks name continues to be associated with this 
area; the present community of Brooks originates from Brooks Station, 
established near the Solomon Neill Brooks House in 1858 when the 
Louisville & Nashville Railroad was extended through Bullitt County.
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Verbal Boundary Description:

Beginning at a point 20* from the northeast corner of the house, extending 
200' northwest in a line parallel to and 20 f from the foundation of the 
house, southwest 400 f , southeast 200', and northeast for 400' returning to 
the point of origin.
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