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• N a m e o f P r o p e r t y 

stone nanne Odd Fellows Building (preferred)" 

• . r : ' *> 

;her names/site number Odd F e l l o w s Te t f i o l e 

L o c a t i o n 
N/1A I not for publicalion reel & number 442 Main Street 

ty, town Maiden N/1A I vicinity 
"OTT ate MA code 025 county Middlesex code zip code 091 A ; ^ 

C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 
Category of Property 

f x l building(s) 

I I district 

I I site 
I I structure 

I I object 

iwnership of Property 

x] private 

H public-local 

H public-State 

H public-Federal 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing 
1 

1 

Noncontributing 
0 buildings 

sites 

structures 
. objects 
Total 0 

lame of related multiple property listing: 
N/A 

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register " 

. S t a t e / F e d e r a l A g e n c y C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

As ttie designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 

Fx l nomination CH request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

1 my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

ignature of certifying official 

xecutive Di rector . Massachusetts H is to r ica l Commission 
late or Federal agency and bureau State His tor ic Preservation Of f icer 

Date 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

>. N a t i o n a l Pa rk S e r v i c e C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

, hereby, certify that this property Is: 

entered In the National Register. 

I I See continuation sheet, 

^ d e t e r m i n e d eligible for the National 

Register. Q^See continuation sheet, 

m determined not eligible for the 

National Register. 

31 removed from the National Register, 

p o t h e r , (explain:) 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Function or Use Odd Fellows Building, Maiden. Massachusetts 
Historic Functions (enter categories from Instructions) 

Social/hall of Odd Fellows fraternal 
organization 
Commerce/specialty store 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
work in progress 

7. Descript ion 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Second Renaissance Revival 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation brick and concrete block 
walls brick 

roof _ 
other 

tar and gravel 
terra cotta 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The Odd Fellows Building Is a large Second Rennaissance Revival structure 
built in 1907. It faces the intersection of f/iain and Salem Streets In the 
comnercial and civic center of iVialden. Tne t)locl< bounded by htoin and Pleasant 
Streets, is comprised of similar comnercial buildings b u i l t at the ena of the 
19th century or early in the 20tn century. The intersection contains the 
city's most architecturally distinguishea ouiIdings: H. H. Ricnardson's 
Converse Memorial Library (1885); the Waite Bloci< (1852), the oldest .jricK ' 
building in f\telden; the former Town Hall (1857, NR 1976); the Opera House 
(1886), a shingle Queen Anne structure that is conceaieo oehind a later 
appliea panel facade; the Romanesque First Baptist Giurch (1897); anci tne 
/Via I den High School (1979). 

The Odd Fellows Building is a four-story, fiat-roofed, structure with a 
f u l l basement. The irregular plan was most liKely intended to conform to the 
lot lines ana maximize use of tne site. The building fronts directly on tiie 
sidewalk along Main Street and is flanked to the north ano south by lower 
commercial structures. A one-story extension connects to tlie rear of a 
theater and is supported on concrete clad steel struts at the south corner of 
the west elevation. An alley runs behind the building and underneath the 
raised extension. 

Tne OtJd Fellows Building is a Second Renaissance Revival design by Louis C. 
rjewhall. The east facade of the Odd Fellows building is constructed of buff 
brick witn ornamental terra cotta detail including inset medallions, an 
intricate modillion cornice, colonettes, and an ornate entrance. Tiie f i r s t 
story contains tne central entrance of it/ioorisn flavor with terra cotta 
ornament that has been paintea. A rope molding articulates tne pointed arch, 
vjhich is also outlined in Gotnic lettering and flanked by intricate ancones 
supporting a heavy cornice. To either side of the entrance is an altered 
metal and glass storefront that extends to tne panelled brick pier at each 
corner. The upper three floors of the elevation are each seven oays with 
f lat-arcried and round-arched masonry openings. At tne s>2CO!id story of tne main 

[x]See continuation sheet 
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facade, a single f la t -arched window alternates with a t r i - p a r t window 
containing f u l l - s i z e central sash and narrow s ide l i gh t s . The central bay is 
capped by an I.O.O. F. medallion. At the th i rd s tory , bays al ternate a single 
small round-headed window with f u l l - s i z e , t r i p l e round-headed windows. A . 
brick s t r ing course divides the th i rd and fourth s to r ies . Repeating bays at 
the fourth s tory contain two round-headed windows in a recessed round-arch. A 
s t r ing course runs across the facade at the spring l ine of the windowhead 
arches. Inset medallions decorate the spandrel panels below the windows and 
between the arches. This elevation is terminated by a project ing cornice 
containing a den t i l course, bead and real molding, inodil 1 ions, and inset 
f l o r a l pendants. Al terat ions to the facade of the bu i ld ing have been -
minimal. The o r ig ina l storefronts were replaced with a metal and gTass system 
ca. 1970s and a brick and concrete connector was added to the rear elevation 
a t the f i r s t s to ry . 

Secondary elevations are f in ished in red brick and fenestrat ion is 
asymmetrical and varies by f l oo r . Masonry openings on the secondary 
elevations are framed by segmental re l iev ing arches and granite s i l l s . The 
only deta i l is a brick s t r ing course at the fourth story. The north elevation 
contains a polygonal bay s igna l l ing a s t a i r . At the rear e levat ion, br ick and 
concrete extensions project from the f i r s t and second stor ies and a metal f i r e 
escape leads down to the ground from the second story. The second story 
extension is canti levered out from the main structure and the f i r s t story 
( l a te r ) extension is supported from the ground on steel and concrete p i e r s . 
Due to the sloping s i t e , the basement story is f u l l y exposed at the rear. The 
south elevation abuts the adjoining one-story coimercial bu i ld ing toward the 
f ront but sets back from the property l ine toward the rear. The f l a t bu i l t -up 
roof steps up approximately four feet at the f ron t of the bu i ld ing . Two 
chitmeys extend from the north and south walls toward the f ront section and a 
t h i r d chimney projects several feet above the lower section of the roof . 

The i n te r i o r of the bui ld ing contains r e t a i l and o f f i c e space on the f i r s t and » 
second f l oo r s and mul t ip le meeting and functions rooms on the second, t h i r d , 
and fourth f l oo rs . On the primary f l o o r , a commercial store on either side of 
the main entrance extends to the rear of the bu i ld ing . Contemporary f in ishes 
cover or replace or ig ina l de ta i l s . A central ha l l entered through the double 
doors leads to a s t ra ight - run s t a i r with marble t reads. Various meeting rooms 
and o f f i ces on the second f loo r have been somewhat al tered by new f in ishes. A f-- , 
large, ha l f - t u rn s ta i r with landings, located near the southeast corner; runs 
from the second to the fourth f l oo r . On the th i rd f l o o r , a two-story meeting 
ha l l with a stepped stage at the west end occupies the en t i re rear section of 
the bu i ld ing . A meeting room at the front of the bui ld ing contains a 

: • ' - i ' continued 
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f i rep lace with a heavy wood mantel and connects to an adjoin ing room by 
panelled wood pocket doors. On the fourth f l oo r , two meeting rooms across the 
f r on t of the bui ld ing each have a f i replace on the exter ior wall with a heavy 
project ing hood and decorative brick and t i l e work. 

The in te r io r of the structure has been al tered more extensively. The f i r s t 
f l oo r entrance ha l l and commercial spaces on ei ther side have non-or iginal 
f in ishes and f l oo r plans. The north commercial space, which o r i g i n a l l y was 
divided down the center for two tenants, is now opened up for a single use. 
The central hal l appears to have been closed o f f at the rear . An auditorium 
with stage, dressing room, and balcony o r i g i na l l y located at the rear of the 
f i r s t f l o o r , was removed at an unknown date. On the second f l oo r the s ta i r 
f in ishes and plan have been a l tered. In Septeirber 1957, short ly a f te r the 
two-story meeting ha l l on the t h i r d f l oo r was renovated and other rooms were 
refurbished, a f i r e destroyed much of the second and t h i r d f loors in the rear 
section of the bu i ld ing . The bui ld ing was reopened in Apri l 1958 fo l lowing 
reconstruct ion of the roof and t h i r d f loor meeting ha l l as well as renovations 
to the second and four th f l o o r s . A wal l was ins ta l l ed in the center of the 
fourth f loor meeting room subdividing the or ig ina l f u l l length into two 
smaller rooms. Two large entr>ways leading into th is room were closed and 
concealed, perhaps during the 1958 renovations. 

The Odd Fellows Building is being rehab i l i ta ted and i t s i n te r i o r w i l l be used 
as o f f i ces that re ta in s ign i f i can t portions of the or ig ina l fab r i c . 

Archaeology 

No archaeological sites are recorded on the property or i n close proximity. 
While i t is possible that sites were present, the intense level of development, 
small size of the l o t (less than one acre), and presence of a f u l l basement 
suggests that the likelihood of si g n i f i c a n t prehistoric survivals is low. These 
factors also indicate that the potential for s i g n i f i c a n t h i s t o r i c period survivals 
i s low. Furthermore, no evidence exists, at present for e a r l i e r h i s t o r i c period 
use of th i s land. 
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6. Statement ot Signif icance UQQ f e i i u w b p u i i u m ^ j , n a i u c n , • iaojuui iuj<.>.^o 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property In relation to other properties: 

[^nationally Q statewide [ 3 locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria [ X ] A [ [ I ] B [ X ] c n D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) | | A | | B | | C | | D I | E I | F | | G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 

Architecture 1907-1937 

i t / Recreation 

Commerce 
Community Development 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Person Architecl7Builder, , 
^N/A Louis C. Newhall 

State significance of properly, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The Odd Fellows Building is a prominent, brick, four-story building in the 
conmercial core of f̂ ialden, built in 1907 at tlie height of the coriminity 
development as a street car suburb. Funded and occupied primarily by the 
fraternal organization, it originally housed conmercial spaces on the ground 
floor and a range of meetinghalls and offices for tiie Odd Fellows. Its design 
in the Second Renaissance Revival style is tne work of architect Louis C. 
Newhall of Boston, and incorF>orates elaborate terra cotta ornament on its 
facade. The Odd Fellows Building retains integrity of location, design, 
setting, materials, workmanship, and feeling, and meets criteria A and C of 
the National Register of Historic Places on tiie local level. 

Tne Ivtelden area, originally known as Mystic Side, was organized in 1643 frati 
the large town of Charlestown. Townspeople were primarily farmers in the 
large area that included several adjacent towns, and settled in the dispersed 
landscape of a mixed grain and husbandry economy. Population growth was 
gradual. After 1820, fvlalden saw n»dest growth as small mills and irxkjstrial 
establishments began to emerge, Eariy businesses included shoe-last 
manufacturing, silk dyeing, and nail rolling. 

Maiden began to prosper following tne opening of tne Boston and iMaine Railroad 
in 1845, wliich turned the agricultural village into a thriving industrial 
center. Tne Boston Shoe Gonpany, coal and luroer yards, soap and cfiemical 
conpanies, and a naval ordinance depot flourished alon̂ g the r.lalden River. Tlie 
population multiplied by more than seven times in tiie secorxi naif of the 
nineteenth century as primarily Irish Imnigrants poured into ivialden to work in 
the factories. In 1882, the City of t^lden was established, and by the turn 
of the century, /vtelden was the most prosperous city in Middlesex County, 
boasting more than 200 ousinesses. Streetcar extensions from 3oston and 
Cambridge brought rapid development ano the construction of two-family liouses 
and triple deckers. 

The Odd Fellows Building, constructed during the city's econanic zenit.n, sits 
facing the historic crossroads at the conmercial center of iVlalden. iVlain, 
Pleasant, Salem, and Ferry Streets intersect in tne center of f̂ lalden and were 

f x ] See continuation sheet 
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the ea r l i es t roads in the v i l l age . They remained the major routes in and out 
o f town throughout i t s growth. Known as Central Square at the turn o f the 
last century, i t is now named Converse Square. 

Prior to 1907, the Odd Fellows s i te was occupied by four wood frame 
structures. Two stables were at the rear of the property. Set back from the / 
sidewalk, a two-family house or two attached stores, b u i l t pr ior to 1885, ; 
faced Main Street. A wood frame store b u i l t between 1885 and 1897 was s i ted '• 
between the southern property l i ne and the o r ig ina l bu i l d ing , but i t f ronted 
immediately on the s t ree t . A canal running from Spot Pond Brook under 
Pleasant Street determined the western boundary of the s i t e . This was 
approxiirately at the locat ion of the present a l l ey . 

The Odd Fellows Bui ld ing, dedicated June 29, 1908, was b u i l t by the 
Internat ional Order of the Odd Fellows as a function ha l l and meeting place 
fo r a l l fact ions of the local Odd Fellows membership. The land on which the 
bui ld ing is located was donated in 1905 by Thomas J. Spr inga l l , a meirber o f 
the local Odd Fellows. In re tu rn , Spr ingal l was given* stock in the new 
bu i ld ing . The 370,000 spent to bu i ld the new structure was raised among the 
membership. 

The Odd Fellows is a Christ ian organization founded on two cardinal 
p r inc ip les : mutual helpfulness and f r a t e r n i t y . The meirbership was made up of 
businessmen who joined together for f inanc ia l secur i ty and to promote good 
fel lowship. I t functioned as a cooperative insurance company where menbers 
paid a f ixed fee to establ ish a fund. Money was paid from the fund to members 
and the i r fami l ies at times of i l lness and need. They took great pride in 
caring for the i r own. The women's f a c t i o n , the Rebekahs, ev ident ly offered 
social services to the community and to the fami l ies of menbers. Five bodies 
of Odd Fellows joined to ra ise money and organize the construction of the new 
bu i ld ing : Middlesex Encampment No. 9, Middlesex Lodge No. 7, Resolute Rebekah 
Lodge No. 99, Maiden Lodge No. 201 and Canton Maiden, Partr iarchs M i l i t a n t , 
No. 55. The groups apparently did not meet at the same location prior to 
1908. 

Architect Louis C. Newhall presented the design to the membership at a meeting 
on June 12, 1906. Newhall, a resident o f Maiden, was probably indebted to his 
re la t ives for the commission to design the Odd Fellows Bui ld ing. I t is l i k e l y 
he was related to Stephen 0. Newhall, inspector of bui ldings for the City of 
Maiden at the time and a member of the f i r s t committee appointed to 
investigate the construction of a new bui ld ing for the Odd Fellows. Louis 
Newhall boarded with Nathan Newhall, probably his fa ther , who was l i s t e d as a 
carpenter and bui lder in the Maiden d i rec to r ies . 

continued 
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Louis C. Newhall was an accomplished a r c h i t e c t . Newhall was the Rotch 
T r a v e l l i n g Fellow f o r the year 1895, awarded each year to the winner of two 
successive design competitions open t o graduates of Massachusetts 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l schools. The design of Odd Fellows i n Maiden, w i t h I t a l i a n 
Renaissance and Moorish q u a l i t i e s , may have been influenced by h i s to u r . 
Partners Louis C. Newhall and A l b e r t H. Blevins opened an o f f i c e a t 9 Park 
S t r e e t , ca. 1905. The f i r m designed several s t r u c t u r e s i n Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, as w e l l as i n Boston, apparently s p e c i a l i z i n g i n m u l t i - u n i t 
r e s i d e n t i a l b u i l d i n g s and d a t i n g between 1908 and 1922. The Maiden Odd 
Fellows B u i l d i n g predates t h e i r other known work and must have been an ea r l y 
commission. Among the other types of b u i l d i n g s a t t r i b u t e d to the f i r m are 
churches, a school, a t h l e t i c f a c i l i t i e s , s o c i a l clubs, a bank, and a f i r e 
s t a t i o n . The Boston C i t y Club, dating ca. 1916, i s the most s i m i l a r i n use 
to the Maiden b u i l d i n g . 

The o r i g i n a l tenants on the f i r s t f l o o r of the Odd Fellows B u i l d i n g were 
Kelley's M i l l Remnant Store i n the south s t o r e f r o n t , and C. W. Smith druggist 
and Arcadia Shoe Company to the north of the main entrance. O f f i c e s on the 
second f l o o r were occupied by F. W. Prescott, o p t i c i a n , Boston Insurance Company, 
and Dr. T. J. S p r i n g a l l , d e n t i s t . The remainder of the b u i l d i n g housed numerous 
s o c i a l and f u n c t i o n rooms. A 500-seat auditorium ( l a t e r removed) was entered 
from the f i r s t f l o o r . The large double door i n the rear a l l e y was probably a 
theate r e x i t . A large dance or banquet h a l l w i t h anter room, coat room, and 
k i t c h e n at the rear of the second f l o o r , also had a capacity of 500. The 
t h i r d f l o o r contained a la d i e s p a r l o r and r e t i r i n g room i n f r o n t , as w e l l as a 
smoking room, coat room, paraphernalia room, and a large meeting h a l l . The 
long f r o n t room on the f o u r t h f l o o r was designated the club room and at the rear 
of t h i s f l o o r was a small banquet h a l l . 
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A parcel of land with the buildings thereon shown on a Plan of Land in Maiden, 
Massachusetts, dated August 7, 1985, prepared by Norwood Engineering Co., 
Inc . , recorded with Middlesex South Registry of Deeds herewith, and shown on 
an ea r l i e r Plan of Land in Maiden, Massachusetts, dated August 23, 1954, 
prepared by M.A. McNall, recorded with Middlesex South Registry of Deeds in 
Book 8320, Page 428, bounded and described as fo l lows: . 

EASTERLY by Main Street, s i x ty s ix and 93/100 (66.93) fee t ; 

NORTHERLY by Supreme Furniture Co., Inc. 
57/100 (123.57) f e e t ; 

one hundred twenty-three and 

WESTERLY by the centre l i n e , f i f t y - f o u r and 13/100 (54.13) f e e t ; and 

SOUTHERLY by land of Catherine Arvanites, Trustee of Trafton Realty Trust , 
on hundred f o r t y and 5/100 (140.05) f ee t . 

Subject to and with the benef i t o f r igh ts in a passageway as set fo r th in an 
agreement between Vassi l ios K. Arvanites et a l . . Trustees of the Trafton 
Realty Trust an i the Odd Fellows Hall Association, dated Decenber 27, 1920, 
recorded with said Deeds Book 4409, Page 368; subject to and with the benef i t 
of a party wall agreement between Vassi l ios K. Arvanites et al_., Trustees of 
the Trafton Realty Trust and the Odd Fellows Hall AssocialTon, dated February 
4 , 1927, recorded with said Deeds, Book 5066, Page 64; subject to the r igh ts 
granted by the Odd Fellows Hall Association to the Middlesex Amusement Company 
by instrument dated Noveirber 21 , 1944, recorded with said Deeds, Book 6853, 
Page 133; and subject to leases outstanding. 

Being the same premises conveyed by deed of The Odd Fellows Hall Association 
of Maiden, dated July 6, 1978, and recorded with the Middlesex South Registry 
of Deeds in Book 13483, Page 40. 
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1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

d l good 

• fair 

1 I deteriorated 

d l ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

d summary paragraph 
0 completeness 
• clarity 
• alterations/integrity 
1 I dates 
I I boundary selection . , . . 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
O completeness 
d clarity 
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justification of areas checked 
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9. Major Bibliographical References 
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UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

d Maps • ..• .f^"s 
d Photographs ' 
d Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed 

Signed. 
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Date <^J/d)J^^ Phone:. 

G P O 9 1 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 



NPS Form lO-SOO 
(Rw. MB) 

ouB No.-Ma*«nt ' 

NOV 2 1 1988 United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places : 
Registration Form 
This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See instructions in Guidelines 
for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each item by marking " x " in the appropriate box or by entering 
the requested information. If an item does not app\y to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, styles, materials, 
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed in the instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets 
(Form 10-900a). Type all entries. 

1 • Name of Property 
historic name Odd Fp. l lows R t n ' l d i r i g (prp.fe>Vred) 
other names/site number n d d Fp11nw«; T p m p i p 

2. Location 
street & number 4 4 ? M a i n S t r e e r f i / L J publication 

city, town M a i d e n vicinity 

state M a s s a c h u s e t t s code J125- county M f f l d l p ^ P Y code 0 1 7 zip code 0 2 1 4 8 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property 

[ y l private 

r n public-local 

I I public-State 

I I public-Federal 

Name of re la te^ multiple property listing: 

Category of Property 

f x l building(s) 

• district (fp ; r i , ; i * = 

I I site • • J ' "t i^.::'."d^f t ; .. 
I I structure J : ! f - j ; * - ' • 
I I object r.,.-- r-'̂  ::\.f't . 

* > « Number of contributing resources previously 

listed in the National Register 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 

1 3'"r>S 0 buildings 

sites 

structures 

objects 

- 0 - Total 

4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 

IX I nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

In my ooinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of certifying official < 0 Date' 

Executive Director, Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
State or Federal agency and bureau S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

[^ "entered in the National Register. 

I I See continuation sheet. 

I I determined eligible for the National 

Register. Q s e e continuation sheet. 

I I determined not eligible for the 

National Register. 

I I removed from the National Register. 
Q other, (explain:) 

/ 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 
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6. Function or Use Odd Fellows Bui ld ina , Maiden, Massachusetts 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)  

S o c i a l / h a l l o f Odd F e l l o w s ( f r a t e r n a l ) 
organization 
Commerce/specialty store 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
w o r k i n p r o g r e s s 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Second Renaissnace Revival 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation 
walls 

brick and concrete block 
brick 

roof _ 
other 

tar and gravel 
t erra cotta 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The Odd Fellows Building is a large Second Rennaissance Revival structure 
bu i l t in 1907. I t faces the intersection of Main and Salem Streets in the 
commercial and civic center of Maiden. The block bounded by Main and Pleasant 
Streets, is comprised of similar commercial buildings bu i l t at the end of the 
19th century or early in the 20th century. The intersection contains the 
c i t y ' s most architecturally distinguished buildings: H. H. Richardson's 
Converse Memorial Library (1885); the Waite Block (1852), the oldest brick 
building in Maiden; the former Town Hall (1857, NR 1976); the Opera House v^.'ii. 
(1886), a shingle Queen Anne structure that is concealed behind a later 
applied panel facade; the Romanesque F i rs t Baptist Church (1897); and the 
Maiden High School (1979). < ....^ 

The Odd Fellows Building is a four-story, f lat - roofed, brick structure with a 
f u l l basement. The irregular plan was most l i ke ly intended to conform to the 
lo t l ines and maximize use of the s i te . The building fronts direct ly on the -
sidewalk along Main Street and is flanked to the north and south by lower 
commercial structures. A one-story extension connects to the rear of a 
theater and is supported on concrete clad steel struts at the south corner of 
the west elevation. An alley runs behind the building and underneath the 
raised extension. 

The Odd Fellows Building is a Second Renaissance Revival design by Louis C. 
Newhall. The east facade of the Odd Fellows building is constructed of buff 
brick with ornamental terra cotta detail including inset medallions, an 
intr icate modillion cornice, colonettes, and an ornate entrance. The f i r s t 
story contains the central entrance of Moorish flavor with terra cotta 
ornament that has been painted. A rope molding articulates the pointed arch, 
which is also outlined in Gothic let ter ing and flanked by intr icate ancones 
supporting a heavy cornice. To either sid& of the entrance is an altered 
metal and glass storefront that extends to the panelled brick pier at each 
corner. The upper three floors of the elevation are each seven bays with 
flat-arched and round-arched masonry openings. At the second story of the main 

PHSee contihu^tton Sheet . ; 
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facade, a single flat-arched window alternates with a t r i - pa r t window 
containing fu l l -s ize central sash and narrow sidel ights. The central bay is 
capped by an I.O.O.F. medallion. At the th i rd story, bays alternate a single 
small round headed window with fu l l - s i ze , t r i p le round-headed windows. A 
brick string course divides the th i rd and fourth stories. Repeating bays at 
the fourth story contain two round-headed windows in a recessed round-arch. A 
string course runs across the facade at the spring l ine of the windowhead 
arches. Inset medallions decorate the spandrel panels below the windows and 
between the arches. This elevation is terminated by a projecting cornice 
containing a dentil course, bead and real molding, modill ions, and inset 
f lora l pendants. Alterations to the facade of the building have been 
minimal. The original storefronts were replaced with a metal and glass system 
ca. 1970s and a brick and concrete connector was added to the rear elevation 
at the f i r s t story. 

Secondary elevations are finished in red brick and fenestration is 
asymmetrical and varies by f loor . Masonry openings on the secondary 
elevations are framed by segmental relieving arches and granite s i l l s . The 
only detail is a brick str ing course at the fourth story. The north elevation 
contains a polygonal bay signalling a s ta i r . At the rear elevation, brick and 
concrete extensions project from the f i r s t and second stories and a metal f i r e 
escape leads down to the ground from the second story. The second story 
extension is cantilevered out from the main structure and the f i r s t story 
( later) extension is supported from the ground on steel and concrete piers. 
Due to the sloping s i te , the basement story is fu l l y exposed at the rear. The 
south elevation abuts the adjoining one-story commercial building toward the 
front but sets back from the property l ine toward the rear. The f l a t bui l t-up 
roof steps up approximately four feet at the front of the building. Two 
chimneys extend from the north and south walls toward the front section and a 
th i rd chimney projects several feet above the lower section of the roof. 

The inter ior of the building contains reta i l and of f ice space on the f i r s t and 
second floors and multiple meeting and functions rooms on the second, t h i rd , 
and fourth f loors. On the primary f loor , a commercial store on either side of 
the main entrance extends to the rear of the building. Contemporary finishes 
cover or replace original detai ls . A central hall entered through the double 
doors leads to a straight-run stair with marble treads. Various meeting rooms 
and offices on the second f loor have been somewhat altered by new finishes. A 
large half-turn stair with landings located near the southeast corner runs 
from the second to the fourth f loor . On the th i rd f loor , a two-story meeting 
hall with a stepped stage at the west end occupies the entire rear section of 
the building. A meeting room at the front of the building contains a 

cont inued 
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fireplace with a heavy wood mantel and connects to an adjoining room by 
panelled wood pocket doors. On the fourth floor, two meeting rooms across the 
front of the building each have a fireplace on the exterior wall with a heavy 
projecting hood and decorative brick and tile work. r 

The interior of the structure has been altered more extensively. The first ' 
floor entrance hall and commercial spaces on either side have non-original 
finishes and floor plans. The north commercial space, which originally was 
divided down the center for two tenants, is now opened up for a single use. 
The central hall appears to have been closed off at the rear. An auditorium 
with stage, dressing room, and balcony originally located at the rear of the 
first floor, was removed at an unknown date. On the second floor the stair 
finishes and plan have been altered. In September 1957, shortly after the 
two-story meeting hall on the third floor was renovated and other rooms were 
refurbished, a fire destroyed much of the second and third floors in the rear 
section of the building. The building was reopened in April 1958 following 
reconstruction of the roof and third floor meeting hall as well as renovations 
to the second and fourth floors. A wall was installed in the center of the 
fourth floor meeting room subdividing the original full length into two 
smaller rooms. Two large entryways leading into this room were closed and 
concealed, perhaps during the 1958 renovations. 

The Odd Fellows Building is being rehabilitated and its interior will be used 
as offices that retain significant portions of the original fabric. 

r 

• V*' > = . • » ••*«• - 'f. ... * 
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Archaeological Description * 

No archaeological sites are recorded on the property or in close proximity. 
While i t is possible that sites were present, the intense level of 
development, small size lo t (less than one acre), and presence of a f u l l 
basement suggests that the l ikelihood of signif icant prehistoric survivals is 
low. These factors also indicate that the potential for signif icant histor ic 
period survivals is low. Furthermore, no evidence exists at present for 
earl ier histor ic period use of this land. 

-1 -i 
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8. Statement of Significance odd Fellows B u i l d i n g . Maiden, Massachusetts 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

[m nationally I I statewide pxl locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria FXIA I I B UTIC I I D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) ^ A C U B ^ C Q D Q E ^ F I I G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 
ft-rhitprMirp 19Q7-1937 
Commnnity nevplnpnipnr 

Cultural Affiliation 
RiA 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 
N/A Louis C. Newhall 

-,.,..t,^ • r9H ;,•!.) 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The Odd Fellows Building is a prominent, brick, four-story building in the 
commercial core of Maiden, built in 1907 at the height of the community " I 
development as a street car suburb. Funded and occupied primarily by the ' | 
fraternal organization, it originally housed commercial spaces on the ground | 
floor and a range of meetinghalls and offices for the Odd Fellows. Its design I 
in the Second Renaissance Revival style is the work of architect Louis C. i 
Newhall of Boston, and incorporates elaborate terra cotta ornament on its 1 
facade. The Odd Fellows Building retains integrity of location, design, .y^ 
setting, materials, workmanship, and feeling, and meets criteria A and C of ,̂  . ' 1 
the National Register of Historic Places on the local level. .f 

The Maiden area, originally known as Mystic Side, was organized in 1649 from 1 
the large town of Charlestown. Townspeople were primarily farmers in the • \ 
large area that included several adjacent towns, and settled in the dispersed 
landscape of a mixed grain and husbandry economy. Population growth was "| 
gradual. After 1820, Maiden saw modest growth as small mills and industrial •-'^ v 
establishments began to emerge. Early businesses included shoe-last i 
manufacturing, silk dyeing, and nail rolling. ' ' ' 

Maiden began to prosper following the opening of the Boston and Maine Railroad 
in 1845, which turned the agricultural village into a thriving industrial 
center. The Boston Shoe Company, coal and lumberyards, soap and chemical 
companies, and a naval ordinance depot flourished along the Maiden River. The i 
population multiplied by more than seven times in the second half of the ^ 
nineteenth century as primarily Irish Immigrants poured into Maiden to work in i 
the factories. In 1882, the City of Maiden was established, and by the turn | 
of the century. Maiden was the most prosperous city in Middlesex County, • 
boasting more than 200 businesses. Streetcar extensions from Boston and | 
Cambridge brought rapid development and the construction of two-family houses | 
and triple deckers. | 

^ • I 
The Odd Fellows Building, constructed during the c i t y ' s economic zenith, s i ts | 
facing the histor ic crossroads at the commercial center of Maiden. Main, : f 
Pleasant, Salem, and Ferry Streets intersect in the ce@Se f̂oiMnk]j<lftfli «ik4t were • '; '• 

i5.Sk*.:' 



9. Major Bibliographicai References nnn F^n^^c B.., iH.-r.g M:.IH»,. M^co^^h.,..oM-e 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
I I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
I I previously listed in the National Register 
I I previously determined eligible by the National Register 
I I designated a National Historic Landmark 
I I recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey # 
I I recorded by Historic American Engineering . , ^ 

Record # 

px] See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
State historic preservation office 

I I Other State agency 
.(> OFedera l agency • r' 

I I Local government 
^ d ] University .. ; 

; , f n o t h e r 
•1 Specify repository: 

MHC Inventory of Historic Assetts 

10. Geograpiiical Data 
Acreage of property t.ppc; t h a n nnp acre. 

Scale - 1:25000 Quad - Boston North 
UTM References , , „ „ „ 
A l l j 9 j P |2 ,9 P p ,0 I ^ ,6 ̂ 9 p 5 0 

Zone Easting Northing 
c L ^ I I I I I I I L l I I I I I 

Zone Easting 
I I I 

Northing 

, D L i . I I I 

I I See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

1 •'•-if 

See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

The above i s the p a r c e l h i s t o r i c a l l y associated w i t h the b u i l d i n g . 

'••<':':< •'•'tf}^ e.e.i' '!'t'''".rlr:l'i , 

r~l See continuation sheet 
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organization Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l ' Commission date J u l y 10, 1987 
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city or town Bns tnn state MA zip code 02116 
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the earliest roads in the village. They remained the major routes in and out 
. of town throughout its growth. Known as Central Square at the turn of the 

last century, it is now named Converse Square. 

Prior to 1907, the Odd Fellows site was occupied by four wood frame 
structures. Two stables were at the rear of the property. Set back from the '! 
sidewalk, a two-family house or two attached stores, built prior to 1885, 
faced Main Street. A wood frame store built between 1885 and 1897 was sited 
between the southern property line and the original building, but it fronted 
immediately on the street. A canal running from Spot Pond Brook underw 
Pleasant Street determined the western boundary of the site. This was 
approximately at the location of the present alley. 

: ,: The Odd Fellows Building, dedicated June 29, 1908, was built by the 
International Order of the Odd Fellows as a function hall and meeting place 
for all factions of the local Odd Fellows membership. The land on which the 
building is located was donated in 1905 by Thomas J. Springall, a member of 
the local Odd Fellows. In return, Springall was given stock in the new 
building. The $70,000 spent to build the new structure was raised among the 
membership. 

The Odd Fellows is a Christian organization founded on two cardinal 
principles: mutual helpfulness and fraternity. The membership was made up of 
businessmen who joined together for financial security and to promote good 
fellowship. It functioned as a cooperative insurance company where members 
paid a fixed fee to establish a fund. Money was paid from the fund to members 
and their families at times of illness and need. The Odd Fellows built and 
supported homes for widows, orphans and the infirm, for their members or 
families of members. Through fundraising, special events and their 
membership, they continue to support these institutions. The different bodies 
of Odd Fellows generally represent different levels of membership. Some 
exceptions are: the Patriarchs Militant is a military division of the Odd 

• Fellows, the Rebekah's represent the women's faction which apparently offered 
social services to the community and to the families of members, and the 
Lebanon Lodge is a Jewish brotherhood. 

The first lodge of Odd Fellows in Maiden was founded in 1843. Although this 
was disbanded in 1857, it was reinstated in 1865. In 1905, five bodies of Odd 
Fellows joined to raise money and organize the construction of the new 
building: Middlesex Encampment No. 9, chartered 1845, reinstated 1887; . , .'--.^i 
Middlesex Lodge No. 7 chartered in 1843, reinstated 1865; resolute Rebekah \ 
Lodge No. 99 organized 1891; Maiden Lodge No. 201 chartered 1890; and 

• r '\- continued 
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Patriarchs Militant, Canton Maiden, No. 55, organized 1888. 

An Odd Fellows Block at 407 to 411 Main Street was completed in 1874. Similar 
to the present structure, it contained stores, offices and a large banquet 
hall. Although several of the Odd Fellows factions held meetings or occupied 
offices here, the membership soon outgrew this structure. By 1892, the local 
membership was estimated at between 700 and 800, and before the turn of the 
century groups met in various meeting halls near Converse Square. By 1894, 
the Middlesex Lodge No. 17 was meeting at National Hall located at 265 Main 
Street. In 1895, Maiden Lodge No. 201 dedicated its new hall, Esther Hall, 
located in the Browne Building at 142 Pleasant Street. The Headquarters of 
the Patriarchs Militant, Canton Maiden No. 55 was located at 69 Pleasant 
Street and later at 159 Pleasant Street. Combined meetings to discuss 
construction of the new building were held in Canton Hall at 56 Pleasant 
Street. After construction of the present structure, the black membership of 
Odd Fellows continued to meet at 45 Holyoke Street. When the Lebanon Lodge 
was formed ca. 1920 it also met at other sites prior to moving into the 
present Odd Fellow Hall ca. 1970. 

The Orpheum Theatre, a 500-seat auditorium, origainally occupied the back of 
the Odd Fellows builing at the basement and first floor. One of six movie 
theatres located within a short walk of Central Squre, it was removed during a 
1955 renovation of the structure. The original tenants on the first floor 
were Kelley's Mill Remnant Store in the south storefront and C. W. Smith 
druggist and Arcadia Shoe Company to the north of the main entrance. Mr. 
Kelley had been in the previous building on this site and kept the same 
address when he moved into the new building. 

Offices on the second floor were occupied by F. W. Prescott, optician, Boston 
Insurance Company and Dr. T. J. Springall, dentist. The remainder of the 
building housed numerous social and function rooms. A large dance or banquet 
hall, with ante room, coat room and kitchen at the rear of the second floor, 
also had a capacity of 500. The third floor contained a ladies parlor and 
retiring room in front, as well as a smoking room, coat room, paraphenalia 
room, and a large meeting hall. The long front room on the fourth floor was 
designated the club room and at the rear of this floor was a small banuquet 
hall. 

The front section of the second floor contained professional offices, a 
dentist and a beauty parlor for several decades. The storefront at 440 Main 
Street had a succession of occupants sell in fabric and dry goods until Baker's 
men's clothing store moved in the mid-1930s. The store relocated from a 

continued 
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nearby shop and grew into one of Maiden's best knoown clothing stores. 
Through the middle of the 20th century. Central Square was a major retail 
center drawing from the surrounding towns of Winchester, Stoneham and 
Melrose. Maiden was considered second to Boston for retail shopping 
containing dozens of popular clothing and department stores. Bakers was an 
anchor for the shopping district, located near the northern edge of the 
district. At Christmas, the Square would become so crowded, i t was difficult 
to walk. 

The evolution of Central Suare as a major retail center was related to its 
accessibility as a regional transportation center. Earlly in the century all 
of the major streets in Maiden center had street car lines that converged at 
the square. Later, bus routes continued to follow the earlier lines and 
Converse Square continued to be a regional hub for coiranuter bus lines. Retail 
bsuinesses in Converse Square declined with the advent of indoor shopping 
malls. Through the 1970s the square s t i l l contained major clothing, furniture 
and department stores. Bakers closed along with many of the larger stores in 
the late 1970s, after f i f t y years of business in Converse Square. 

Architect Louis C. Newhall presented the design to the membership at a meeting 
on June 12, 1906. Newhall, a resident of Maiden, was probably indebted to his 
relatives for the commission to design the Odd Fellows Building. I t is likely 
he was related to Stephen 0. Newhall, inspector of buildings for the City of 
Maiden at the time and a member of the first committee appointed to 
investigate the construction of a new building for the Odd Fellows. Louis 
Newhall boarded with Nathan Newhall, probably his father, who was listed as a 
carpenter and builder in the Maiden directories. 

Louis C. Newhall was an accomplished architect. Newhall was the Rotch 
Travelling Fellow for the year 1895, awarded each year to the winner of two 
successive design competitions open to graduates of Massachusetts 
architectural schools. The design of Odd Fellows in Maiden, with Italian 
Renaissance and Moorish qualities, may have been influenced by his tour. 
Partners Louis C. Newhall and Albert H. Blevins opened an office at 9 Park 
Street ca. 1905. The firm designed several structures in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, as well as in Boston, apparently specializing in multi-unit 
residential buildings and dating between 1908 and 1922. The Maiden Odd 
Fellows Building predates their other known work and must have been an early 
commission. Among the other types of buildings attributed to the firm are 
churches, a school, athletic facilities, social clubs, a bank, and a fire 
station. The Boston City Club dating ca. 1916 is the most similar In use to 
the Maiden building. 

continued 
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The original tenants on the f i r s t f loor of the Odd Fellows Building were 
Kelley's Mil l Remnant Store in the south storefront and C. W. Smith druggist 
and Arcadia Shoe Co. to the north of the main entrance. Offices on the second 
f loor were occupied by F. W. Prescott, optician Boston Insurance Company, and 
Dr. T. J . Springall, dentist. The remainder of the building housed numerous 
social and function rooms. A 500-seat auditorium {later removed) was entered 
from the f i r s t f loor. The large double door in the rear alley was probably a 
theater ex i t . A large dance or banquet hall with anter room, coat room and 
kitchen at the rear of the second f loor , also had a capacity of 500. The 
th i rd f loor contained a ladies parlor and re t i r ing room in f ront , as well as a 
smoking room, coat room, paraphernalia room and a large meeting ha l l . The 
long front room on the fourth f loor was designated the club room and at the 
''ear. „ , 

No archaeological sites are recorded on the property or in cl§j6|e proximity. 
While i t is possible that sites were present, the intense level of 
development, small size of the lo t (.2 acre), and presence of a fu l l basement 
suggests that the l ikelihood of signif icant prehistoric survivals is low. 
These factors also indicate that the potential for signif icant historic 
prival suvivals is low. Futhermore, in evidence exists, at present for 
earl ier historic period use of this land. 

•" ' y''"§y^. -.. .., .yy Sm'-'^y'^'^-^ y'^'^.y' 

* ^ . y - l y • \- -f ? 
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1908 

1909 

1910 

191 

1912 
•Third 

1914 

1916 

1922 

1923 

Newhall and Blevins 

Cambrdige 620 Massachusetts Avenue 
83 Brattle Street 

Cambridge 10 Dana Street 
•Washington Court .. . s, 
*Burton Halls . ,, ; 
•Bromley Court 

Cambridge *YMCA Expansion ' 
YMCA 

Boston *Municipal Gymnasium and Public Baths, 
East Boston 

• * A. 4> 
.̂ v..*? .a:. • 

Cambridge 
Congregational Church 

Cambridge *Fire Station and fire alarm quarters 

Cambridge 1 Waterhouse Street 
Boston *Boston City Club 

Cambridge *L1nnaean Hall Apartment Houses 
Brookline *Babcock Halls (Apartments) 

Cambridge Cambridge Savings Bank 
Howard Street Lutheran Church 

Boston William Lloy Garrision School, 
20 Hutchings Street 

* Published in architectural journals 
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A parcel of land with the buildings thereon shown on a Plan of Land in Maiden, 
Massachusetts, dated August 7, 1985, prepared by Norwood Engineering Co., 
Inc., recorded with Middlesex South Registry of Deeds herewith, and shown on 
an earlier Plan of Land in Maiden, Massachusetts, dated August 23, 1954, 
prepared by M.A. McNall, recorded with Middlesex South Registry of Deeds in 
Book 8320, Page 428, bounded and described as follows: 

EASTERLY by Main Street, sixty six and 93/100 (66.93) feet; 

NORTHERLY by Supreme Furniture Co., Inc., one hundred twenty-three and 
57/100 (123.57) feet; 

WESTERLY by the centre line, fifty-four and 13/100 (54.13) feet; and 

SOUTHERLY by land of Catherine Arvanites, Trustee of Trafton Realty Trust, 
on hundred forty and 5/100 (140.05) feet. 

Subject to and with the benefit of rights In a passageway as set forth In an 
agreement between Vassilios K. Arvanites et al.. Trustees of the Trafton 
Realty Trust and the Odd Fellows Hall Association, dated December 27, 1920, 
recorded with said Deeds Book 4409, Page 368; subject to and with the benefit 
of a party wall agreement between Vassilios K. Arvanites et al^., Trustees of 
the Trafton Realty Trust and the Odd Fellows Hall AssociaWon, dated February 
4, 1927, recorded with said Deeds, Book 5066, Page 64; subject to the rights 
granted by the Odd Fellows Hall Association to the Middlesex Amusement Company 
by Instrument dated November 21, 1944, recorded with said Deeds, Book 6853, 
Page 133; and subject to leases outstanding. 

Being the same premises conveyed by deed of The Odd Fellows Hall Association 
of Maiden, dated July 6, 1978, and recorded with the Middlesex South Registry 
of Deeds in Book 13483, Page 40. 

I. 

.3r 
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of the Secretary of State 

Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Valerie A. Talmage 
Executive Director 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

December 18,1987 

Carol Shull 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed you w i l l f ind the nomination forms for the following properties: 

Danvers, Fox H i l l School, 81 Water Street, HPCA #10212 MA 

Douglas, E.N. Jenckes Store, Main Street 

Maiden, Odd Fellows Building, 442 f>Iain Street 

Winchendon, Murdock School, Murdock Avenue L 

They have bean voted el igible by the State Review Board and have been signed 
by the State Historic Preservaticn Off icer . Owners were no t i f i ed of pending 
State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and were 
afforded the opportunity to comment. No comments have beai received to date. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg 0 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

BF/es 

Enclosure 

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 DEC 2 9 I98T 
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November 9, 1988 

v: Carol Shull 
Chief of Registration 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of Interior 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shull: „..,„. —v-', 

Enclosed please find the revised nomination form for the following property, 
which was returned by your office for technical and substantive corrections: 

Odd Fellows Building / 442 Main Street / Maiden "̂ /̂  

I would appreciate expedited review for this nomination. 

All corrections have been made, as requested. Please contact Anne Tait if you 
have any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Betsv Friedbera O Betsy Friedberg 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

BF/di 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Talmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617)727-8470 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretory 


