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langlewood is located on the 480-acre tract of land which made up 
the original plantation and is presently a natural, botanical and wild­ 
life sanctuary.

The house is a white frame structure raised on brick piers with a 
gableroof and four end-exterior chimneys. Two windows across "the front 
are double hung with shutters and unadorned wooden lintels. Originally 
a small portico projected from the central doorway. A small triangular 
pecTTment adorned the top of the portico. The portion of the facade be­ 
hind the portico was faced with shiplapped board which contrasts with the 
clapboard of the remaining portions of the facade. A small four lite 
transom adorned the door.

Argimd 1900 several additions were made to the house. The portico 
was enlarged, two dormer windows were added to the roof. Originally The 
house consisted of three rooms downstairs and two upstairs. Bathrooms 
were also installed in the large halls on both floors.

The house is well-kept up and is furnished with family pieces in­ 
cluding several items brought from South Carolina.
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Tanglewood is representative of the smaller plantation homes of its 
period and locality. While many of the largerplantation homes have been 
preserved, such typical examples of the smaller structures are not abun­ 
dant in Alabama.

The structure was built by Page Harris, who along with his family 
and several other related or cldseTy associated families left South Caro­ 
lina in 1817 in search of land to homestead. In 1819 the family reached 
the present location after spending a year in Tennessee, and began to 
homestead the land. In the following years the family prospered and ad­ 
joining land was homesteaded and added to the original plantation. In 
JJ359 Harris constructed Tanglewood, his permanent home.

At Harris 1 death the house passed to his daughter Louincy Harris 
Bishop who in turn left the house to her three children: Gabriel Bishop, 
Alice Bishop, and J. Nicholene Bishop, for whom the house is being pre­ 
served as a memorial.

Miss Bishop, born in 1863,, was a noted educator and in her later 
years wrote two books» Our Sett!ement and Roadsf de Flowers. She attended 
Peabody College in NashvTTle and later became the first woman to receive 
the Bachelor of Science from the University of Nashville. For 20 years 
she taught at Alabama College, now the University of Montevallo and was 
closely associated with Julia Tutwiler, a prominent Alabama educator and 
a leader in prison reform. After retiring from Alabama College, Miss 
Bishop taught in the public schools of Hale County.

In 1949 Mrs. Alma Bishop Williams conveyed Tanglewood to the Univer­ 
sity of Alabama in memory of her aunt, J. Nicholene Bishop, to be kept 
in perpetuity as a historic memorial and nature sanctuary.
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Documents filed at Tanglewood

Personal interview with Mrs. Alma Bishop Williams by George W. Wood, 
Director of Tanglewood
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