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1. Name of Property
historic name South Burying Ground

other nenneg'stenumber  Winchester Street Burying Ground (Newton MRA)

2. Location

dreet & number  Winchester Street N/A not for publication
city or town Newton N/A  vidnity

date Massachusetts code MA oounty Middlesex code 017 zpcode 02461

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

A”the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that

*~is nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in
the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part
60. In my opinion the property ""eets T does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property
be considered significant Z nationally C statewide fcKocally. (CSee continuation sheet for additional comments.)

A:feuA- I'yusiyclUII"AJA- Nah'ery™ £gsM™ A \ud)jtM' lolmc

Signatureyf certifying official/Titler/Cara H. Metz, Executive Director /Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

In my opinion the property « meets ¢« does not meet the National Register Criteria. (*See continuation sheet for
additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal Agency and bureau Date

4. National Park Service Certification
Date of Action

I, hereby certify that this property is:
Clentered in the National Register |/ .
« see continuation sheet I ZI [
« determined eligible for the National Register
| »see continuation sheet
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the National
Register

* other (explain):



South Burying Ground Middlesex Countv, M assachusetts
Name of Property County and State

3. Classification

Ownership of Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
Property
private building(s) Contributing Non contributing
X public-local district buildings
public-State X site 1 sites
public-Federal structure 10 structures
object objects
n Total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously
(enter N/A if property is not part of a multiple property listing) listed in the National Register
Newton MA (MRA), 1986 N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions Current Functions

Funerary: Cametery Funerary: Cametery

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials

Granite, Marble, Sate

Narrative Description

Sae continuation sheats.
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7. NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

South Burying Ground, the third burial place established in Newton, isasmall municipal cemaery that
retains strong historical associations and distinctive burial markers associated with resdents ofthe
Upper Fals and Oak Hill neighborhoods. There are 357 recorded burialsthat occurred here between
1803 and 1938, primarily in the first part of the 19* century. These are represented by approximately
165 ganding headgones, six amal monuments, and ninetombs.

The city of Newton liesimmediately to the west of Boston and Brookline. The Charles River forms the
municipa boundary on the north, west and south. Newton is unusualy decentrdized for an eastern
Massachuseits community, consisting of 12 villages, eech with itsown distinct identity. The varied
topography, composed of glacial outwash with seven glacid drumlins and low swampy aress, adds to
the physicd diversity of the community. While Newton was settled in the 17* century, its presant
character wes largely shepad by 19" and 20* century devel opment.

South Burying Ground is arectangular 1.37-acre Stethat liesin the southwestem part of Newton neer
the intersection of Winchester and Nesdham Streets, between the villagesof Newton Upper Fdls and
Newton Highlands. Itisafew hundred yards south of Boylston Sireet (Route 9), amajor esstiwest
regiond route. Winchester Street, which abuts the burying ground on the eedt, is abusy two-lane Sreet
that isoccupied primarily by late 20* century commercid, industrial and office buildings, including a
large lumberyard that abuts the burying ground on the south and west. The MBTA mess trangit tracks
run ashort distance to the west.

The most prominent topographic features of the burying ground are two knolls, one on either dde of the
main entrance. The south knoll, with the tombs located dong its westem edge, occupies mog of the
southeest quadrant of the cemetery. It isthe highest pointin the burying ground, rising about 12' ebove
the surrounding landscape, which isrelatively level. The eest-facing dope, which abuts Winchester
Stredt, isextremdy gegp while the other Sdes dope more gradually. The north knoll isboth amaller
and lower, rising only about 5' above the adjacent aress, with gentle dopes.

A dry-laidfieldstoneretaining wall (NR #1) marks the eest (Winchester Street) boundary of the burying

ground and portions of the north and south boundaries as well. 1t isapproximately 24" tall, is
compaosed primarily of local puddingstone and was probably built in the 19* century. There isabregk

(continued)
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in the wall near the center for the entrance to the burying ground, which is marked by dressed granite
pods approximately 3' tall. A 6-8' tall chain link fence surrounds the entire burying ground, which is
scured by a6' tall double-leaf chain link gate. Along Winchester Street it is sgt on top of the Sone
wall. The Winchester Street gate, which isthe sole acoess point, is kept locked except for maintenance
or specid requests.

There is no paved circulation sysem, but the 1901 mgp of the burying ground (copy attached) showsa
sydem of narrow rectilinear roeds and paths that creste and definethe spatia organizetion. These ae
turf and rarely used, but their pattem is still partialy visible on the ground, definedin part by a partia
row of ash trees. A second entrance, shown on the mep a the southem end of burying ground, is no
longer inuse

Vegetation cons s of scattered mature trees, mostly ash and maple, some evergreen trees (pine and
cedar), and afew grubs (lilac and arborvitag). The aghesae generdly in decline and there hes
dready been somelossof limbs. There isdso extendve volunteer growth that is impacting
gravestones, particularly aong the west wall of the burying ground, with fallen limbsand low
branching pines obscuring some heeddones Vegetation contributes significantly to the character of the
dte but aso represents a potential hazard to the burial markers, particularly if it isnot pmned regularly.

Therectilinear gpatia organization of South Burying Ground reflects the transitional style of the early
19* century. It condsts of acombination of single graves and family lots mnning north/south. The
mounded eedtern section of the burial ground contains primarily sngle graves, aranged in rough rows,
as well asstombs. The level middle section contains the largest number of family lots, interspersed with
omesngle graves, especidly a the southem end. Narrow drips of land a the westem and northem
edges of the burying ground, which were added in 1833, contain primarily single graveswith a few
family lots. The spatid organization is mog clearly evident on the 1901 map, which shows all recorded
burials, including those not marked by heedgones, monuments, or comer posts. Today the spatia
organization is lessdear because there is no visible evidence of many ofthe graves  Most of the
heedgtones face west avay from Winchester Street.

There are 27 family lots shown on the 1901 map, some of which are still marked by low granite comer
pods There are dso nine mound tombs (NR #2). all located in the southeest quadrant of the burying
ground. Eight of these (A-H) are attached tombs with brick facing on their west faBade, with the brick
partially collapsed in some sections and innead of repair. A single tomb is located on top of the knoll
behind Tomb C.

(continued)
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The 1901 mgp shows gpproximately 244 heedgtones, 150 footstones, and 6 monuments. Today there
ae gpproximatey 165 standing heeddonesand sx monuments. There are dso & least adozen fallen
and partialy buried heedgones and numerous fragments throughout the burying ground. Itis difficult
to gt an accurate count of footstones because many are no longer upright and lie buried inthe ground.

The various types of burial markers display arange of Syles that were popular during the 19* century
and clearly illustrate evolving funerary styles during this period. Approximately 55 of the hesdgones
ae dae, which isprimarily dark gray. Mogt of these are of relatively modest 9ze and fairly smple
with little decorative carving. The willow and um motif popular during the mid-19* century isfairly
well represented & South Burying Ground. The earlier date headstones, located primarily in the
outheestem quadrant of the burying ground, have arounded tympanum on a shouldered main block.
There are dso anumber of rectangular date heedgonesand somewith apointed Gothic-arch
tympanum on a shouldered main block. The Gothic arched headgonesare an unusud formthat is dso
found & Newton's two other early burying grounds

There ae ds0 110 upright marble heeddones that vary in 9zeand style. Mogt are fairly smple and are
3-4 tall, exoept for those of children, which are typically smdler. Many are surprisingly dean but dso
eroded with mogt of the original design softened by years of weathering. A few retain some of their
original detail.

There isone smdl marble pillar about 4' tall commemorating Charlotte and Leonard Hurd. There are
dso five marble obdlisks, which vary in 9ze from 4' to 8' tall and typically commemorate multiple
family membars The largest is the Boyden monument, prominently located near the northem edge of
the burying ground. Most are mounted on a separate base and pededtd, reflecting the popularity of
using prefabricated component partsto create a distinctive monument.

There are d0 afew miscdlaneous graves and burial markers. One grave inthe northeastem section of
the burying ground is dightly raised above the surrounding areaand isendosed by curbing. Thereis
one polished black granite monument which commemoraies members ofthe Esty family and ancther
amd|l granite gone, probably areplacement for an earlier Sone

Sevard doneswere identified during a 1990 inventory as being sgned by their makers: They include:
Stanton Famu(m) (#1125); E. W. Houghton, Harvard (#332/333, #381, #659/660); Jgson, Newton
Comer (#174, #1) (whose work is d<0 represented at Eag and West Parish Burying Grounds); A. H.
Lord, Dedham (#282); and Runnds, Watham (#131, #1499).

(continued)
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The earliest burial & South Burying Ground was Enoch Davenport (d. 1803); the most recent was
Samud Bacon (d. 1938). The family best represented & South Burying Ground is the Hallswith 16
family members. Other family namesinclude Alden, Bacon, Barney, Bixby, Boyden, Cheney,
Davenport, Everett, Fogg, Giles, Hurd, Pettee, Rand, Richardson, Scott, Stone, Taylor, and Wiswall,
each with between six and nine family membersburied here.

The unuaually high rate of infant mortality is evident throughout the burying ground. Of the 357
recorded burials, 77 or 226 were unde fiveyearsold. Heary and Sally Boyden were particularly hard
hit, losing five children unde the age of five. Childbirth and matherhood also ssamed to be hazardous
with mathers frequently dying around the same time as ther children. On the ather hand, many of
thasewho aurvived lived remarkably long lives. There are 24 peoplewho lived into their 80s four who
lived into thar 90s, and Fannie Wincheser Fogg (d. 193?2) lived to be 100 years 11 months and 1 day
old.

Names of those buried here are dmogt entirely of Anglo Saxon origin. Epitaphs indicate that severd
people came from England. Members of the community aso served inthe military. Revolutionary War
veteransincluded: Generd Ebenezer Cheney (d.1853); Captain Thomas Pettee (d. 1822); Captain
Jeremiah Wiswall (no dates); Lieutenant Solomon Richards (d. 1845); Lieutenant Samud Richardson
(no dates); Jonathan Bixby (d.1835); Samud Hall (d. 1828); Elisha and Thaddeus Hyde (no dates);
Benjamin Parker (d. 1836); and Aaron Richards (d. 1823). Many of these men were buried in the
tombs, which are still marked by veterans markers and American flags. There are dso two veterans of
the Civil War buried a South Burying Ground: Sgt. C. S Brown (no dates) and CH. Duvall (no dates).

The burying ground has become overgrown with deed limbsand invasive vegetation posing athreet to
burial markers. There are gpproximately 244 headstones shown on the 1901 plan. Only about 165
headgones remain, alass of one third of the heedsones over the past century. The loss of footstonesis
even gregter. A 1990 mader plan identified 112 dones as being in need of repair. Many of these have
bean lying on the ground for more than a decade and have suffered additional damegein theintervening
years. Other dones have been damaged since that time.

(continued)
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Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American Stes ae recorded in the burying ground, stesmay be present. Three
dtes are recorded inthe generd area(within one mile). Environmenta characteristics ofthe property
indicate some locationa criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that are favorablefor the
presence of Native American stes. Undisturbed soils are well drained and found on leve to moderatdy
doping topography. Two knolls, the mogt prominent topographic features on the property and frequently
favored for gte locations, are dso found inthe burial ground. The nominated property is, however,
located over 1,000 feet from the nearest wetlands. South Meadow Brook is located south of the burid
ground. The town of Newton lies entirely withm the Cherles River drainage. Given the above
information, the small sze of the burial ground (1.37 acres), and the presence of 357 recorded burids, a
low to moderate potenfial exists for locating significant ancient Native American resources & the South
Burial Ground.

A high potentia exigts for the recovery of historic archaeologica resources & the South Burying Ground.
Additional documentary research combined with archaeologica survey and testing may locate evidence of
walls, pogt holes, and other boundary markers within and around the burying ground area. Similar
resserch may a<o locate structural evidence of outbuildings, unmarked graves and funerary related
artifacts. Unmarked graves may represent the most common historic archaeologica resource @ the
burying ground. Unmarked graves may result from burias with lost or misplaced markers, biodegradable
markers, and the intentionally unmarked graves of daves, unknown persons, paupers, other indigent
persons, and body parts. Unmarked graves may contain strati graphic evidence of a buria shaft, a casket,
skdeta remains, and artifacts. Some graves may contain multiple satsof remains, partial remains, or no
remains a all. The latter two examples can refer to gravesthat have been partialy or completdy removed
or reburied.

-END-
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8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria

X A Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X O Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a
type, period, or method of construction orthat represent the
work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or that
represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose
components may lack individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or may be likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply)

N/A
Property is:
A owned by religious institution or used for religious
purposes
B removed from its original location
0 abirthplace or grave
x D acemetery
E areconstructed building, object, or structure

F a commemorative property

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years

Narrative Statement of Significance

S continuation shedts

9. Major Bibliographic References
See continuation shegts

Previous documentation on file (NPS)
preliminary determination of individual listing
(36 CFR 67) has been requested
previously listed in the National Register
previously determined eligible by the National Register
designated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #

Middlesex Countv, M assachusetts
County and State

Areas of Significance

Art

Social Higory

Community Plarming and Devdopment

Period of Significance 1802 - 1938

Significant Dates 1833 burying ground trandfared
to town
Significant Person

Cultural Affiliation

Architects/Builders

Famu(m), Stanton

Houghton, E. W. (Harvard, MA)
Jepon (Newton Comer, MA)
Lord, A. H. (Dedham, MA)
Runnds (Watham, MA)

Primary location of additional data
State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency
Federal Agency
Local Government
University
X Other

Name of Repodgitory: Jackson Homestead, Nenton
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8 NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

South Burying Ground is ahistorically significant property located on Winchester Street in the
southwestem part of Newton. The Ste possessesintegrity of location, desgn, materids, workmanship,
feeling and association, and meats National Regiger CriteriaA and C on the local level with aperiod of
sgnificance extending from 1802 to 1938.

South Burying Ground meets Criterion A due to its strong association with the history of Newton,
particularly the early expanson of the community and the development of the Upper Falls
neighborhood. 1t was the third burying ground established in Newton and the first that was not
assodaed with aspecific parish. It contains the graves of approximatey 357 of thetown's early
citizens, including 11 Revolutionary War veterans, and two Civil War veterans. One of thetown's
early surviving cultural resources, it is acongant dement around which the surrounding neighborhoods
have deve oped.

South Burying Ground meets Criterion C as an early 19" century New England burial ground thet
illustrates evolving idess of desth and commemoration. The spatia organization reflectsthe trangition
from single gravesto family lots. About 55 of the approximately 165 heedgtonesare of dark gray date
and some have an unusua Gothic-arched tympanum, which isdso found & Newton's other two early
burying grounds. The roughly 110 marble heedstones represent avariety of formsand motifs. Most of
the hesddones are fairly modest in 9ze and omamentation, and many of the marbles have become
eodaed over time. The sx smal monuments (one pillar and five obdisks) serve as focal pointsin the
landscape and reflect the trangition from individual heedgtones to monuments commemorating multiple
family members Some of the headstones have been attributed to carvers such as Stanton Famu(m); E.
W. Houghton of Harvard; Jgpson of Newton Comer; A. H. Lord of Dedham; and Runnds of Watham.

South Burying Ground meets Criteria Exception D becauseit contains graves of persons of importance
to the early settlement and devdopment of Newton, as well as itsage, its spatia organization and the
variety of burial markers

Newton, formerly apart of Cambridge and Watertown, was settled by 1660 when the community'sfirst
burying ground, known as the East Parish Burial Ground (NR IND 01/23/1983), was esteblished nesr
the meeting house a the comer of present day Centre and Cotton Streets. Newton became a separate
town in 1688 and acity in 1873.

(continued)
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Upper Fals, located dong the Charles River, was the Ste of asawmill established in 1688 by John
Clark. Newton remained a gparsdy population areathrough the 1S* century, with five smdl villages
and digpersad agricultural settlement in outlying aress In the early 19* century Newton began to
asumeitsdistinctive village form, with industrial nodes & Upper and Lower Falls, and civic functions
a Newton Center. Congtruction of the Worcester Tumpike, now known as Boylston Strest or Route S,
in 1808 provided the first convenient eest/west acoess through the southem part of Newton, facilitating
industrial development & Upper Falls.

In June 1802, residents of Upper Falls and nearby Oak Hill met to establish aneighborhood burying
ground. Edward Mitchell, Ebenezer Cheney, and Jeremiah Wiswall were gppointed to purchesethe
land. They acquired alot & the comer of the Dedham and Sherbom roads consisting of about 3/4 acre
from Captain David Richardson. The new burying ground wes divided into 29 family lots for the
original proprietors. Tombs A-H were built in 1806 and many of the Revolutionary war veteransare
buried in them. In 1833 the proprietors sold the burying ground to the town but reserved the right to
bury in their respective family lots. About the sametime Amasa Winchester gavethe town an
additional 3/4 acre for the purpose of enlarging the burying ground. Thiswas astrip about 60" wide on
the west 9de and 20" wide on the north.

The 1831 mgp of Newton shows asmadl village a Upper Falls, with scattered deveopment in outlying
aees The burying ground is located nearly amile eedt of the village and a short distance south ofthe
Worcester Tumpike. By 1848 the village of Upper Fals had expanded consderably but the road
sysem was much the same and outlying aressremained sparsdy settled. Constmction of the Charles
River Railroad (later the Hartford and Erie and now the MBTA Riverside line), which opened in 1852
to haul soil for the filling of Boston's Back Bay, brought changesto the neighborhood including a
grestly expanded road sysem and many more houses

South Burying Ground was transferred to the municipality in 1833, but continued to be used primarily
by resdents of the Upper Fals and Newton Highlands neighborhoods. 1n 1855 Newton Cemeeary, a
large cametery inthe rural cemeatery style, was established, effectively ending use of the older burying
grounds. Although there were afew more interments. South Burying Ground was no longer considered
active. The ladt burial, that of Samud Bacon, occurred in 1938. Historian Francis Smith, writing about
the burying ground in 1880, described it as "beautifully sheded with evergreens.”

(continued)
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The 1901 mep of the burying ground (copy attached), drawn by the Office of the Newton Street
Commissoner, is an unusudly thorough plan showing lots, graves, headstones, footstones, roads, paths
and plantings. Thisvery detailed record provides an important look a what existed & that pointin time
and contains information about unmarked gravesthat is not readily apparent on the ground. Also
noteworthy isthe row of evenly goaced trees planted dong the center of the burying ground, only
remnants of which still exist. These may have been part of alaie 19* century beautification effort
undertaken by the city. There is ds0 evidence of afew scattered volunteer treesand one lot & the north
end which isendosed by ahedge The circulation sysem within the burying ground shows a narrow
road running through the center with entrances near the center and a the southem end. There isdso a
path sysem that runs near the northem and westem edge providing acoessto the newer sections of the
burying ground.

South Burying Ground remains an important cultural resource for the Upper Falls neighborhood and for
the city as awhole. The careful burial records, which have been transcribed and are poged on the
internet, as well as the 1901 map, provide unusudly thorough documentation regarding genedlogy and
the gppearance of the burying ground. Despite deterioration of headstones, footstones, monuments and
tombs, the burying ground evokes its past and provides a unique historical record ofthe early years of
the neighborhood.

Recant efforts to preserve and maintain Newton's older burial grounds begen with a 1990 Mader Flan
that documented existing conditions and identified key preservation issues. 1n 2002 Newton received
funds from the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Management's Historic Landscape
Preservation Grant Program to update the magter plan and to prepare this National Register nomination.

Archaeological Significance

Since pattems of ancient Native American settlement in Newton are poorly understood, any surviving Stes
could be significant. Native American dtes inthe burying ground areamay contribute important
information that helps to define the role of interior dteswithin the overall Native American settlement of
the Bogton and Charles River Basns. Stesinthis areamay contain information that documents the
importance of interior wooded upland aressto regional settlement and sulbs stence pattems that gppeer to
focus onfloodplai naress of mgjor drainages. Site inventories and the efforts of loca collectors have
traditionally been biased in favor of the latter arees

(continued)
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Historic archaeologica resources described above may contribute important information that identifies its
earlies use and pattems of devedlopment from aneighborhood burying ground to municipally-owned
cemetery duringthe 19* and 20" centuries. Additional documentary research combined with archaeol ogical
urvey, testing, and careful mapping may locate pog-hole pattems, remnants of walls and other boundary
markers that can help define accurate boundaries for the burying ground and itsintemal subdivisions bessd
on race, ethnicity, religion, socio-economic gatus, or other social/cultura criteria. Similar resserch
methodologies may aso locate approximately 200 or more unmarked gravesknown to exist in the burying
ground. Atleast 357 burids are recorded in the burying ground while only 165 standing heeddones, 6
monuments and 9 tombs remain. Most burias dateto the first part of the 19* century. In 1901, aplan of the
burying ground shows approximately 244 heedsones among which only 165 remain. Archaeologicd testing
and documentary research may identify which unmarked graves are the result of lost or removed heeddones
or were intentionally unmarked. Someburiass, especidly those of daves, unknown persons, paupers, other
indigent persons and body parts may not have bean marked or documented.  Asaresult, unmarked burids
may add significant numbers to the total number of individuals buried inthe burial ground. Much of the
above information could add important socia/cultural information to the communities evolving idess about
degth and commemoration. The identification of unmarked graves may dso add important information that
hdps definethe overall boundaries of the burial ground and itsintema subdivisions basad on kinship, race,
ethnicity, religion and socio-economic satus

The detailed archaeologicad and osteological andyss of the contents of marked and unmarked graves may
contribute awedlth of information relating to the overall hedlth, physical sature, and pathologies that
characterized the Upper Falls and O&k Hill neighborhood populations. Comparative sudieswith other
neighborhood buria grounds in Newton may contribute important information that can be usaed to
characterize Newton's 19* century population as awhole and the role that neighborhoods played in that
devdopment. Osteologica studies may contribute important informafion that defines the physical
characterigics and pathologies of neighborhood populations based on the socid, cultural, and economic
characterigtics identified above.

Detailed gudies ofthe contents of burids and artifacts found in the burial ground may dso hdp to identify
the socid, cultural, and economic characterigtics of individuals, groups and evolving idess about desth and
commemoration. Gravesone fragments, persond items found with individuals and artifactsrdated to
memoria services can help identify the social, cultural, and economic characterigtics associated with
specificindividuals and groups. The sameinformation may aso help to identify and understand evolving
idess ebout desth and commemoration in the community.

END-
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property

1.37 acres

UTIVI References

1. 19 317900 4687200 3. 19
Zone Easting Northing Zone

2. 19 317900 4687080 4. 19
Zone Easting  Northing Zone

Verbal Boundary Description
See continuation sheets
Boundary Justification

See continuation sheets

11. Form Prepared By

Middlesex Countv, M assachusetts
County and State

Easting Northing

Easting Northing

nameltitle  Sharv Page Berg, preservation consultant, with Betsv Friedberg, NR Director, MHC

organization
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard

city or town Boston state MA

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

Zip code

Massachusetts Historical Commission date October , 2004

telephone 617-727-8470

02125

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional Items (cfiecl witti tie SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
name Citv of Newton
street and number 1000 Commonwealth Avenue

city or town Newton state MA

telephone

617-796-1129

zip code 02459
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Verbal Boundary Description

South Burying Ground lies between the Upper Falls and Newton Highlands neighborhoods of Newton,
Massechusetts It isbounded on the eest by Winchester Strest and on the north, west and south by
private property. The city-owned cemetery condsts of asngle 137 acre parce (51-28-29) that

corresponds with the proposed National Register boundary.

Boundary Justification

The boundary encompassesa single parcd that includes the entire burial ground developed between

1802 and 1938,
(end)

LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS

NR Location/Description
Photo #

1 View south aong Winchester Stret showing front wall of
burying ground. Entrance isa far |eft.

View looking south from center of burying ground with
front of tombs a far right.

3 View looking northeest from near center of burying ground.

4 View looking west toward tombs, which have partially
collapsed.

Date

4/2003

4/2003

4/2003

4/2003

Photo by

Shay Pege Berg

Shay Pege Berg

Shay Pege Berg
Shay Page Berg
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Detail of 1831 mgp with burying ground near center and Upper Fdls a |eft

Detl of 1855 mgp with burying ground neer center and Upper Fals a 1 eft



South Burying Ground National Register Nomination
Newton, Middlesex County, M assachusetts
District Data Sheets

6/27/2003

NR Photo MHC Feature Name Congr. Date Architect Syle CB NC e NC CS NC
Map # # (Contractor/Builder) B S S
#

South Burying 180 1

Ground
1 1 Fedstone Wall 19" century N/A N/A 1
2 4 Tombs 1806 (tombsA-H)  N/A N/A 9

Ligtings include representative mgjor d ements of the Burying Ground.

Resource Count

Contributing  Noncontributin ~ Total

g9
buildings
1 dtes
10 smctures
10 objects
10 TOTAL
11

Egimated Acreage 60,018 «g. ft. or 137 acres
AsessorsMap #s Map 128 NW, parcd 51 -28-29
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Telephone

City of Newton, M assachusetts oo
Officeof the Mayor I "oviM (s
‘. . DCOhC'n@(I:Ei_.::I\IIton.majie'
Dak u cim, MAES r;!18T. COMIYi

Mavor

September 2, 2004

Betsy Friedberg

National Register Director
Mass Historical Commission
220 Morrisey Boulevard
Boston, MA 02125

RE: Nationa Regiger Nominations for Wes Parish and South Burying Grounds, Newton
Dear Ms. Friedberg,

On behdf of the City of Newton, | wish to express our enthusagtic support for the nominations
of Newton's West Parish and South Burying Grounds to the Nationa Register of Higtoric Flaces
These vaduable landscgpes are some of the City's most unique and important historic resources,
and their inclusion on the National Regigter will help to increese their visibility within our
community and to aid in their continued preservation. The research involved in completing these
nominations hes significantly increesed our knowledge of their unique place in Newton's history
and hes aded in the completion of severd grants which will ensure that the Stes are restored and
preserved for future generations.

The City of Newton hes maintained along-standing commitment to historic preservation ad
continues to expand its understanding of the historically and architecturaly significant resources
found throughout our community. The City'sfirst burying ground, Eagt Parish, was added to the
National Regiger in the 1980s, and the present nominations will ensurethat al of the City's
early burying grounds are recognized for their importance to the history of the City. With thisin
mind, | am plessad to support the Newton Historical Commission's nominations of the West
Parish and South Burying Grounds to the National Regigter of Historic Places and hope that the
Massachusetts Historical Commission will do the same

Sincerdly,

David B. Cohen, Mayor

1000 Commonwedth Avenue N'ewton, Massachusatts 02459

DEDICATED TO COMMUNITY EXCHLENCE



The Commonwedlth of M assachusits

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
MassachusettsHistorical Commission

October 14, 2004

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regiger of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

Nationa Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW 8"'floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Ms. Shull:

Endosad plesse find the following nomination form:

South Burying Ground, Winchester Street, Newton (Middlesex), MA
Newton MRA

The nomination hes been voted digible by the State Review Board and hes been Sgned by the
Sate Higtoric Preservation Officer. The owners of the property in the Certified Local
Government community of Newton were notified of pending Stete Review Board consderadon
60 to 90 daysbefore the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment.

Ore letter of support hes been recaived.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friegberg
National Regigter Director
Massechusatts Historical Commission

endosure

cC. Say Paoe Beg, consutant
LaaKritzer, Nenton CLG coordinator

David Cohen, Mayar, City of Neaston

David Olson, Newton Higory Musaum

Miched Kruse, Hanning and Devdopmart Director
Jon Rodman, Newton Higtoricad Commisson

Fan Towle Newton Paks & Recredtion Commissone

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, M assachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 » Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state.ma.us/sec/mhc



