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The Edward L. Burnham Farm is situated in the northwest corner of the town of 
Manchester, Connecticut, an area undergoing a change from agricultural to industrial 
use. The Burnham farm, also known locally as the Batson farm, consists of about 
21 acres (36 before the recent industrial park access road was built), some of it 
wooded but most planted with broadleaf tobacco. In addition to the vernacular 
Greek Revival house, the structures on the property include an icehouse, a milk 
house, and two large tobacco barns. The farm has been in the same family for 
generations, though the name has changed because of its descent through married 
daughters.

The clapboarded farmhouse is 2^ stories high with its gable end facing Burnham 
Street. To the south orrear are a 1^-story kitchen ell (recently enlarged to the 
west), an attached woodshed, and a small modern garage. The foundation is brick 
resting on large brownstone blocks. There are two small brick chimneys, one in 
the center of the main house and one at the end of the kitchen part of the 
extension. The main entrance is on the east side of the house. The doorway has 
a simple frame of molded boards with crossetted corners. A flat-roofed open porch 
rests on square columns with molded capitals. It extends across the east side and 
continues along the south to meet the kitchen wing, where there is another doorway 
similar to the main entrance. The facade facing Burnhan Street is three bays wide, 
with a full cornice return and an oblong gable window. The windows all have plain 
board frames, six-over-six sash, and shutters. The house is of balloon-frame 
construction and was built in 1861.

The interior is simple but well-preserved. The main house is divided into two 
large rooms on the east side and smaller rooms on the west. There are simple 
pilaster-and-lintel mantels in the kitchen and southeast rooms, and a somewhat 
more formal mantel with a curved shelf in the front or northeast room. In the 
main house, the mantels in the second-story rooms, now a separate apartment, 
correspond to those in the rooms below. Only the kitchen has an actual fireplace, 
however; the depth of the partition, as well as an examination of the masonry 
during recent remodelling, seems to indicate that there were never any fireplaces 
in the main house. Other interior features include a narrow beaded-board dado in 
the kitchen, plain doorframes of raised molding, and a hanging oil lamp, original 
except for its replaced glass chimneys.

Nearby the house are the icehouse and milkhouse, both small, one-story, gable- 
roofed structures. The icehouse has walls about 9" thick, with board-and-batten 
siding on the exterior. The interior, including the ceiling, is completely 
finished with wide boards. Recent improvements include a cedar-shingled roof and 
poured concrete foundation. The balloon-frame construction, circular-sawn sheathing 
and a vaguely pediment-shaped frame around the doorway suggest the icehouse is 
contemporaneous with the dwelling. The milk house has walls of brick laid in 
common bond with Flemish variation. It has a wood-shingled double roof, with saw 
dust between the layers, an earthen floor, and a thick batten door. Like the ice 
house, its ceiling is sheathed with wide boards, but with vertical saw marks, 
suggesting that this small building may pre-date the farmhouse. An earlier 
dwelling on the site was moved back and the frame incorporated into a general 
purpose barn, but this building was destroyed about 1960. The house lot with 
these buildings is separated from the fields by a line of pines and cedars. Other 
plantings include shrubs around the porch,and a large maple and smaller pines in 
front of the house.
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The tobacco barns are set in the fields far back from the other buildings. 
The earlier one was built about 1903 and is a five-acre barn with vertical hinged 
siding. Most of the moveable boards have been taken off. The other one, still 
in use, was built in 1918 and is an eleven-acre barn ventilated with moveable 
horizontal boarding.

The acreage of the nominated property is justified, since nearly all of it 
is planted with broadleaf tobacco, the historical crop which is part of the 
property's significance. Indeed, without the acreage, the buildings on the farm 
lose much of their meaning.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Edward L. Burnham Farm has both historical and architectural significance. 
Its local historical significance is that it is one of a dwindling number of farms 
in a town experiencing both suburbanization and industrial growth. The 
agricultural history of the town and region is well illustrated by these buildings, 
particularly the development of tobacco culture (Criterion A). Architecturally, 
the house is interesting because it is a good example of modest, country Greek 
Revival architecture in its last stage (Criterion C).

Although broadleaf tobacco was introduced in Connecticut as early as 1833, 
extensive cultivation did not occur until the 1850s.. By the eve of the Civil War, 
however, Hartford County was among the top producers of cigar tobacco in the entire 
United States. It is not surprising, then, that Edward Burnham (1842-1904) would 
devote part of his energies to tobacco when he purchased his 100-acre farm from 
a relative in 1861. Figures for 1870 show he raised 2200 pounds of tobacco, the 
equivalent of about 1% acres. This was only a part of what he produced, however, 
as other products included 400 pounds of butter, 500 bushels of potatoes, $175 
worth of orchard products,30 tons of hay, and 400 bushels of feed grain (MS Census).

Ten years later, Burnham reported similar amounts of hay, apples, and potatoes, 
but he had increased the number of cows from 4 to 14 and he sold 18,600 gallons 
of milk. The growth of nearby towns and cities had created a greater demand for 
fresh dairy products. More significantly, Burnham by 1880 had more than doubled 
his production of tobacco, with three acres yielding 5000 pounds. Although only 
a tiny proportion of his total acreage, tobacco probably accounted for nearly half 
the total value of his farm products. It was an intensive crop, expensive to 
produce, requiring hired labor (for which he reported spending $300) and large 
amounts of fertilizer ($75), either imported guano or stable refuse brought from 
New York City. The net profit per acre was correspondingly high and was estimated 
at $55 per acre in 1879. Although he continued to produce a variety of 
agricultural products for home use and the local market, Burnham, like most of his 
neighbors in East Hartford, South Windsor and Manchester, was moving toward a 
greater reliance on tobacco.

Burnham»s family continued this trend in the twentieth century, building the 
five-acre tobacco barn around 1903 and adding an eleven-acre barn after the 
First World War. At that time most of the acreage was leased to a large grower, 
a practice continued today. Shade-grown tobacco was cultivated for many years, but 
now the farm is planted with broadleaf again. The Burnham farm is typical of 
20th-century agriculture in Manchester. In 1923, 1000 acres were planted, most 
of it managed by one of two large growers and most of it grown in the northwest 
<!  ?u the tOWrU With its icehouse and dairy from the earlier period and 
its 20th-century tobacco barns, the Burnham farm illustrates the agricultural - 
development of the area from general farming to specialization in tobacco.
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The buildings are also of interest from the viewpoint of agricultural 
technology. The icehouse and dairy were both intended to maintain cool interior 
temperatures and to that end have few openings, thick walls and doors, and 
fully sheathed interiors. The milk house also has a double roof and traces of 
sawdust insulation, further evidence of insulating techniques needed to preserve 
the milk and butter stored within. The two buildings were part of almost every 
19th-century farm, and yet today are probably rarer than barns.

The tobacco barns represent two different types of this specialized outbuilding, 
Until around 1880 tobacco was cured in ordinary barns, when the need for 
controlled ventilation became generally accepted. The first barns had vertical 
board siding, like the earlier Burnham barn, and had some of the boards hinged at 
either the side or the top, so that the drying could be regulated. In addition to 
being larger, the 1918 barn represents somewhat of a refinement over the earlier 
one, as its horizontal openings were considered better for inducing convection 
currents and thereby making drying conditions more even. Although tobacco barns 
of this vintage are still common, each year a number fall victim to fire, neglect, 
or development, and the total demise of this symbol of the Connecticut Valley may 
be approaching. The Burnham farm is important for preserving two different types 
of barns in a context combining continued use of the land for its historical 
purpose and continuity with earlier agricultural activity.

Architecturally, the house is intriguing as a transitional 19th-century house. 
Its form, orientation, and many well-preserved details   the full cornice 
return, crossetted doorframes, and pilastered mantels   are all derived from 
Greek Revival architecture which flourished in the 1830s and 1840s. In other 
respects, the house is more modern, particularly the ballon-framing, the side 
verandah, and the provision for stoves rather than fireplaces. Similarly, the 
dado in the kitchen is a very traditional decorative feature, but it is carried 
out in an up-to-date material, narrow beaded boards. Although the residence of 
a farmer of modest means, the Burnham farmhouse has many details of interest 
to architectural historians, and it is a particularly good illustration of how 
the Greek Revival style continued to dominate rural architecture even when new 
styles, materials and techniques were introduced.
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