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1. Name of Property
historic name East Blackstone Friends Meetinghouse

other names/site number Mendon Lower Meeting/Smithfield Monthly Meeting

2. Location

street & number 197 EIm Street N/A  not for publication
city ortown Blackstone _ _ N/A vicinity
state Massachusetts code MA countv Worcester code 027 zip code 01504

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Actof 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that thisJSf nomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements setforth In 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
J"meets « does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

« nationally < statewide locally. (* See continuation sheet for additional comments.) j

Sgnature of certifying official/Tite vjudith B. McDonough, Executive Director Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets ¢« does notmeet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

ibnal Parl< Service Certification
I, heraby certify that this property is:
‘entered in the National Register
* See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the
National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« determined noteligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



East Blackstone Friends Meetinghouse
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
X private | X building(s)
_ public-local'. t - _ district
_ public-State __ site
_ public-Federal __structure
3 SIJHUO-  _ object 't

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

NA

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RELIGION: religious facility
FUNERARY: cemetery

7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)
COLONIAL: Georgian

Narrative Description

Worcester Countv, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1
1

Number of contributing resources
in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RELIGION: religious facility
FUNERARY: cemetery

Materials
(Enter categories from Instructions)

foundation STONE: granite
walls WOOD: weatherboard

roof STONE: slate

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

r4 e

buildings
sites
structures
. objects

Total
previously listed
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7. DESCRIPTION

The Eat Blackstone Friends Mestinghouse is located on the west dde of ElIm Street in the upland area
of the Town of Blackgtone. It isinthe northeest rurd section of Town approximately one mile south
of Blackstone Street and only a few hundred feet north of Handy Road which once connected EIm
Street to Five Comers to the west. The 112 acre parce with small one-room meetinghouse and
surrounding burying ground isjust north of Mill River where it ccossesunder EIm Stret. The
Mendon Road, now EIm Strest, was the primary north-south route in the eighteenth century linking
Mendon with Woonsocket, Rhode Idand. The parcd is bound by housdats on the north and south
ddes, by ElIm Strest on the eet Sde and by open farm land behind on the west Sde. It isasmall
rectangular lot.

Blackgtone is an inland town in the southem mog part of Massachusdtts in the Blackstone Valley.
Blackstone was part of Mendon, the town to the north, until 1845 when it became incorporated
spaady. Tothe wes isMillville which wes part of Blackstone until 1917. Belingham borders
Blackstone on the esst and Woonsocket, Rhode |dand on the south.

The Friends Medtinghouse is representative of the development of the small salf-contained village of
Eagt Blackstone and of the Quekars who settled in Mendon inthe 1600s and hed their first meeting a
Mendon Center, which was part of the Smithfield Monthly Meeting. The Meetinghouse's simplicity in
design and smdlness in gze do not diminish its importance to the community as well as its visua

impact on passersby.

The property hes amral open setting. The small regular 1ot is surrounded by a chain link fenceon
three Sdeswith a small extenson on the road Sde in front of burial Sones The back of the ot is
lined with evergreens and shmbs and severd large trees are scattered near the edges of the burying
ground. The medatinghouse is in the middle of the lot with open lawn in front and a dight impression
of asemi-circular dirt path driveway. On dther dde of the center entrance is a angle small evergreen.

On the one acre lot are the medtinghouse, a small privy, and surrounding sones or markers
articulating the lives of Eagt Blackstonians, particularly the most prominent families in the
development of East Blackstone. /

The one-gtory building, congmcted in 1812, isathree-bay dapboard smcture with gable roof. Built
on a granite block foundation the modest building with date roof hes one chimney insgde the north
wall and piercingthe roof a the ridge. The one room block has a projecting endosad pedimented
entrance porch with large granite sepping gonesin front.

The main facade facing EIm Street digplays the three bays with the center projecting enfrance and

flanking single windows with six-over-six sssh st inplain dightly projecting frames. The door of the
endosad entrance porch is an early twentieth century pandled door with a molded projecting lintel.

(continued)
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Each of the ddewalls of the enfrance porch hes a single six-over-sx window aso.

The north and south eevaions are the gable ends eech with a dight eave overhang and minimal
retums. Each end hes two single windows with six-over-six sseh and dlightly projecting frames and
sorm windows.

The interior dso is plain with little or no detail on the plagter walls, plain wood window frames, and
wood setteesor pewsinrows. The west wall has two long rows of pewswhich are st on the floor
which is slightly raised and facing the seven rows which facewest. The main room is entered through
an interior door which leads from the endosad entrance porch.

The tall narrow privy directly behind the meatinghouse dso hes wood dlapboard sheathing and the
samelack of detail as the meatinghouse.

Archaeological Description

While no prehistoric dtes are currently known on the Eadt Blackstone Friends Meetinghouse property
or inthe generd area (within one mile), it is possblethat dtesae present. Locational characterigtics
of the property including the areds cose proximity to wetland resources, good soil drainege and level
to moderately doping land surfaces near wetlands indicate favorable conditions for Native American
subsgence and settlement activities. Prehistoric Stes have been recorded dong the Blackstone River
and one of its tributaries, the Mill River, which drains to the south lessthan 1,000 feet east of the
nominated property. Given the above information, the size of the parcd (1.12 acres) and the extent of
devdlopment on the property, a moderate potential exists for the recovery of significant prehistoric
survivals. ,

There is a high potentid for historic archaeologicd resources on the meetinghouse property. The
medtinghouse remains intact as congmcted in 1812 surrounded by a smdl privy and cemetery.
Archaeologica remains from an earlier privy may survive as well as other occupationa related
featuresincluding trash pits or awell. Sheat refuse pattems may aso survive around the house area
The exigence of a cemeatery dating to 1799 dso indicates the possibility of unmarked graves on the
property a aresult of lost or Solen sonesand intentionally unmarked burials.

(end)



East Blackstone Friends Meetinghouse
Name of Property

8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

_ B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or

A represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

X A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

X D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Worcester Countv, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
RELIGION

SOCIAL HISTORY

Period of Significance
1799 - 1945

Significant Dates
1812

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A
Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
N/A

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

X State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local government
_ University
X Other
Name of repository:
Massachusetts Historical Commission

Rhode Island Historical Society
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East Blackstone Friends Meetinghouse
Name of Property

Worcester Countv, MA
County and State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 1.12 acres

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

119 291230 4658520 3.19 291210 4658420
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
219 291250 4658460 4. 19 291170 4658490
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

Gretchen G. Schuler, Preservation Consultant for the Blackstone Historical Commission
name/title with Betsv Friedberg, National Register Director, MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date July 1995

street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone 617-727-8470

city ortown Boston state MA zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name
street & number telephone
city or town state Zip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This infonnation is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, andto amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain

a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement:

Public reporting burden for this fomn is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the tinne for

reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or
any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Patk Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the

Office of Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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8 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Eat Blackstone Friends Mestinghouse retains itsrura open setting on the west Sde of Elm Stregt
in the northeest section of Blackstone. It is reflective of the nineteenth century development of Eagt
Blackgtone Village and of an important ssgment of the religiouslife of Mendon and Blackstone. The
Mesetinghouse is the only extant Queker Medtinghouse in Blackstone and the oldest extant place of
worship in Blackstone due to the separation of Millville from Blackstone in 1917 which located the
1769 Chegtnut Hill Meetinghouse in Millville. The property retains architectural and historical
integrity and is significant for the period beginning in 1799 the date of purchase of the land and the
first burial to 1945 for itsongoing u  The Eagt Blackstone Friends Mestinghouse and surrounding
burying ground retains integrity of location, setting, design, materias, workmanship, association and
feeling. 1t meats Criteria A and C of the National Regiger of Historic Places and is significant a the
loca level. Criteria Condderations A and D dso gpply as ardligious property and burying ground.

Originally part of the 1667 Mendon grant, Blackstone was known as the South Parish or South
Precinct of Mendon from 1766 when a sscond meeting house was established a Chesnut Hill (now
the Town of Millville). The South Parish was part of Mendon politically until Blackstone's sgparate
incorporation in 1845. Andin 1917 Millville sgparated from Blackstone leaving the town with itsten
and one-half square mile more or less

*..I.

From the early 1700s centerswith their own character evolved in Mendon's South Parish a Chestnut
Hill (now Millville), a& Eag Blackstone dong the Mendon Road (now EIm Street), and a Blackstone
Village on the Blackstone River. InNorth and Eagt Blackstone there were early eghteenth century
farmswith rich soilsfor pagure land and by the end of the 1700s there were approximately eighty
subgantid farms listed in Mendon's South Parish of which five had saw, grit, or fulling mills as well.
The fine sandy loam of the upland hills and the water courses throughout Blackstone account for the
successful agricultural economy of the early eighteenth century and the thriving industrial society
throughout the history of Blackstone.

Trangportation routes through the town followed water routes and were cause for the location of the
early sttlement along Elm Strest which was the Mendon Roed linking Mendon and Woonsocket and
Providence with Worceder in the eighteenth century.

Although there was an iron forge as early as 1716 in Eadt Blackstone the first parmanent settlement
which was ongoing was James Cargill's grist mill on the Mill River lessthan a quarter of amile south
of the meeting house property. Cargill, who was a Quaker, established the grist mill in 1753 andin
1759 sold to Sath Kelly S. (1730-1799), a blacksmith from Y armouth in Bamgtable County. 1n 1760
Kelly married Molly Danidls, daughter of David Danidls of North Blacksone and granddaughter of
early Blacksone settler, Eleezer Daniels. They built the Georgian farmhouse a 174 Elm Street where
Ehn Sfreet crossad Mill River and the location of the grist mill mentioned above. The Kellys were

(continued)
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members of the Smithfield Monthly Meeting of which the meeting located in East Blackstone was a
subordinate meseting.

In 1791 Mendon wes divided into school districtswith seven inthe South Parish. Two early
nineteenth century schoolhouseswere neer by & Eagt Blackstone Village and & Five Comers. The
establishment of the school digtricts was the beginning of the devdlopment of the self contained village
centers of Mendon's South Parish later to become Blackstone. Throughout the eighteenth century
religious life was centered in Mendon Center and a the Chestnut Hill Meetinghouse, now part of
Millville, which was built in 1769 for resdents of the South Parish of Mendon. Quakers travelled to
Mendon Center where the Mendon Meeting was established in 1728 as a subordinate meseting to the
Smithfield Monthly Meeting.

In 1799 the Quakers edablished a meeting in Eagt Blackstone which was part of theframework for the
salf sufficient village center of Eagt Blackstone. 1t was referred to as the Mendon Lower Meeting to
distinguish between it and the Mendon Upper Meeting a Mendon Center.  The Mendon Lower
Mesting had a burying lot from 1799 and a mestinghouse congtructed in 1812.

In 1799 the minutes of the Smithfield Preparative Meeting indicate that a Friend of the Mendon
Mesting proposed that a Committee be gppointed "to take into condderation the utility of preparing
another burying lot" to be "more conveniently Stuated for the mogt of Friends that condtitute that
particular meeting than the one now is where the Meeting House gdands” At the same preparative
meeting on April 12, 1799 William Buffum, George Arnold and Rufiis Smith were gppointed to
condder the proposal and to "teke a desd on behdf of this meeting if that gppears best”. (Quotes
from the Minutes of Smithfield Monthly Meeting a& Rhode Idand Historical Society)

Thus, inJuly 1799 Samud Smith conveyed an acre of his land on the Mendon Road, now Elm Stred,
to the "society or body of people called Quakers'. According to the Monthly Meeting Minutes of July
25, 1799 Samud Smith and his brother, George gave to the Monthly Meeting one-half acre and the
other half-acre was paid for by four of the heirs of Sah Kelly, S. who had died after the initial
reques for the burying ground was made  The land, an acre a the southerly part of Smith's farm and
on the west dde of the road leading from Providence to Worcester, was desded to William Buffiim as
Tmgee for the Smithfield Monthly Meeting. Loca records indicate that Kelly was the first person to
be buried in the newly established burying lot.

The Friends living in Eag Blackstone continued to travel to Mendon Center for meeting until 1812
when this meetinghouse was built for a cogt of $625. The busnessmeeting which took up the issue
of building the meatinghouse was the Quarterly Meeting held in Smithfield in Febmary 1812. The
Committee established reported that they visited the neighborhood to consult with and heer proposas
of Friends living there and concluded that it was necessary to accommodeate them with a "suitable
housg'. Specifications included a twenty-eight foot square building with twelve foot posts and an
eight foot square porch over the front door. The medtinghouse which stands in East Blackstone today

(continued)
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medsthat description indicating that the endosed porch a the front door is part of the original design.

Friends inwhat became Eagt Blackstone subscribed $300 towards the constmction of the
meetinghouse.  Thus a Committee including Water Allen, William Buffum, William Basstt, Pdeg
Taft, and Thomas Holden were directed to build the meetinghouse and collect the subscribed money
and report the remaining expensssto the Smithfield Monthly Meeting. In 1813 additional land wes
purchased from Samud Smith to dightly expand the buria ground. This conveyance weas to the
"Monthly-Meeting of the People which was subordinate to the Smithfield Monthly Meseting.
Mesetings were held here regularly with many of the prominent loca families attending. When the
Mendon Meeting folded ("laid down™) in 1841 many Mendon Quakers joined this meeting which was
referred to as the Mendon lower meeting, denoting its geogrgphic location. n

Mesting was held regularly until the late 1800s and then sporadically until the 1960s However, the
meeting has not been officially "laid down™ but hes bean inactive dthough still a part of the Smithfield
Monthly Meeting. 1n 1954 there was an agreamant between the Blackstone Association and the
Smithfield Monthly Meeting which gave the Blackstone Association the right to use the medtinghouse
in retum for its repair and maintenance.  Recently the Blackstone Association haes been reinvigorated
and some meetings have bean held in the Medtinghouse snce 1992.

Archaeological Significance

Since pattems of prehistoric occupation in Blackstone are poorly understood, any surviving sites could
be significant. Prehigtoric dtesin this area can contribute to a grester understanding of Native
American settlement and subsgencewithin the Blackstone River drainage, particularly in atransitional
zone between the coagd lowlands and Worcester Plateau uplands.  Potential Stes on the meetinghouse
property may contain vauable information on the importance of upland Stes along tributaries of that
dranage sysem. Native American settlement inthis areamay focus on larger Stesdong the
Blackstone River, possbly a the confluence of tributary rivers/'sreams or & fall lines. Thee Stesin
town may be related to larger Stesand/or core aress dong lower portions of the Blackstone River
towards Narragansett Bay to the south or towards the lower reeches of the Charles or Neponsst Rivers
to the northeest. Prehistoric dtesin this area may contain information which indicates the local and
regiona socio/political impact of native socia groups in these draineges and possibly how these
relation shops changed through time. Thisdata could tes commonly held beliefs pertaining to riverine
drainage settlement hypotheses.

Historic archaeologicd remains described above have the potential to contribute data towards a better
undergtanding of the social, cultural and economic rolefriendsplayed in the development of the East
Blackstone locdle. A detailed andyss of trash aress and the contents of privies can provide
information on activities conducted a the meatinghouse as well as ingghts into the individuals, who
atended many of whom included prominent local families. Because meetings were held regularly
until the late 1800s and sporadically until the 1960s medtinghouse activities and individua who

- (continued)
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atended can be viewed through time to identify any changesof condgenciesthat may have occurred
during the span of occupations.

(end)

0. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPffICAL REFERENCES
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Smithfield Monthly Meeting Records. Men's Minutes 1718-1802, Men's and Women's Minutes
1758-1850s. (Also catalogued asNew England Yearly Meeting of Friends) Rhode Island
Historical Society. /

(end)

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA '

Verba Boundary Description ;!

The Friends Medtinghouse & Eagt Blackstone boundary is defined on Blackstone Assessor's Plat #30
& Lot 18 and includesthe 112 aoresbound therein. The property is bound by Elm Street on the eed,
sparate house lots on the north and south and a five acre farm parce on the west.

Boundary Justification f
The property boundaries includes that land sold to the Smithfield Monthly Meeting by Samud Smith
in 1799 (one acre) and a small additiona parcd in 1813 which accountsfor the 112 acre parcd. It is

the only parcd in the area owned by the Smithfield Monthly Meeting and hes significance rdated to
its ue and devel opment.

- e V', M | . (end) A
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