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The ColOmb House is set among a group of live oaks behind the Mississippi
River levee near the town of Convent.

The house has a square plan, two rooms wide, with one large single room on
the second floor. Despite its small size the house shows considerable classical
refinement. It has a three bay front consisting of three shoulder-molded
transom side-lighted doors.

The square first floor is swrmounted by a truncated pyramidal roof with a
great central two bay cupola. This pavilion-like articulation is enhanced
by the monumental front colonnade and by the pilasters on the cupola.

An unusual feature of the colonnade is its pair-up Tuscan colums. According
to Harnett T. Kane, when Christophe Colomb, Jr. was building the house he
acquired eight colums from a courthouse which was being demolished. But
‘there were too many to fit evenly across the front of the house so he grouped
them in pairs. He also found that they were too long. As a result the gallery
floor drops below the rest of the house tOaccammodate them.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Colamb House is very probably the only early Greek Revival building
in the state with paired colums. Aside from this uniqueness, the Columb
House represents an elegant ard highly creative deviation from Greek Revival

conventions.

The doubled colums and the enlarged cupola represent personal and
yet very sophisticated solutions to difficult architectural problems, i.e.,
how to space the over-abundant and overly large columms, and how to enlarge

the upper story.

The home's builder, Christophe Colamb, Jr., was the son of a planter
in the area and grew up to become an amateur architect, inventor, engineer,
and dentist. Architectural evidence suggests the house was built about

1840.
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