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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The CjolOirb House is set among a groLp of live oaks bdiind the Mississippi
River levee near the town of (invent.

The house has a square plan, two roans wide, with one large single room on
the second floor. De”ite its small size the house shows considerable classical
refinaient. It has a three bay front consisting of three shoulder-molded
transom side-lighted doors.

The square first floor is surmounted  a truncated pyramidal roof with a
great central two bay cupola. This pavilion-like articulation is enhanced
by the ncnumental front colonnade and by the pilasters on the cupola.

An unusual feature of the colonnade is its pair-up Tuscan columns. According
to Harnett T. Kane, vhen Chrisbophe Coloitib, Jr. was building tte house he
acquired eight columns from a couirtfiouse vhich was being demolished. But
there were too inany to fit evenly across the front of the house so he grouped |
them in pairs. He also found that th” were too long. As a result the gallery
floor dixps below the rest of the house toacconrnodate them.
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-1*00- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/IGOVERNMENT —_OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES Ca. 1840 BUILDER/ARCHITECT chrigtophe ColQiiib, Jr.
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The CJolQmb House is very prctoably the only early Gredc Revival building
in the state vdth paired oolumns. Aside frcm this uniqueness, the Oolunib
House r*resents an elegant and highly creative deviation frcm Greek Revival
conventions.

The doubled oolutms and the enlarged cvpola represent personal and
yet very sophisticated solutions to difficult architectural problems, i.e.,
how to space the ovei>abundant and overly large oolumns, and how to enlarge
the vpper story.

_ Ihe home's btiilder, Christpphe Colottib, Jr., was the son of a planter
in the area and grew up to become an amateur architect, inventor, engineer,
and dentist. Architectural evidence suggests the house was built about
1840.
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STATE OF LOUISIANA

DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE, RECREATION AND TOURISM
OFFICE OF PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT

DAVID C. TREEN ROBERT B. DeBLIEUX MRS. LAWRENCE H. FOX
Governor Assistant Secretary Secretary

September 1, 1981

MEMORANDUM

TO: STATE REVIEW COMMITTEE MEMBERS

FROM: ROBERT B. DEBLIEUX, SHPO

RE:  MOVING THE COLOMB HOUSE, ST. JAMES PARISH

This is an application to move the Colomb House (a National Register
property) from its present location near Romeville to a new location 4.2
miles downstream on the east bank of the Mississippi River. The new location
will be at Convent near the Judge Poche House (a National Register property).
Accordin% to National Register guidelines, this move must be approved in
advance ¥ the State Review Committee and the Keeper of the National Register
in order for the house to retain its Register status in its new location.

Character of the Present Site

At present the Colomb House is set between two live oak trees and
behind a low chain link fence (Photo #1). At one time the house had a
considerable front @rd and enjoyed a pastoral setting. However, the advance
of the Mississippi River levee and the construction of the Great River Road
has obliterated the original front yard. Today the paved road runs less
than six feet from the front porch.

Character of the Proposed Site

The proposed relocation site is |mmed|atel){ north of the Judge Poche

House (National Register). It is screened from the Poche House by a line

of trees ésee photos #2 and 3). The house will occupy the location of the

resent 20th centua{ cottage (see photo #2). (The cottage will be moved
\Y

urther away from River Road.?_I This will provide approximately 500 feet
of front lawn for the Colomb House. There will also be trees on both sides
of the house and large trees in the rear which will be visible above the

roofline.
Justification for the Move

1. The progerty on which the Colomb House S‘presen.tly stands was
recently purchased by the Peabody Coal Company of St. Louis, Missouri.
Inasmuch as the company has no use for the house, the management has agreed
to move it and pay for a complete restoration. This should be regarde

as a generous offer. If the house remained in its present location in the
hands of an absentee corporate owner, it would probably stand empty and
unattended. Because it Is so close to the road it would be easy prey for

DIVISION OF ARCHAEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION
P. 0. Box 44247  Baton Rouge, La. 70804 504 342-6682



The Colomb House
Page 2

vandals and vagrants. In time it would probably burn or collapse through
neglect.

_ 2. In a larger context, when a River Road plantation house passes

into corporate ownership, it can often mean an insecure future for the house.
Last year, for example, Welham Plantation House was demolished by the Marathon Oll
Company. Moving the house to a location where it will once again be in the

hands of a single family owner will greatly improve the long-term chances

of it being preserved.

3. Moving the house will actually improve its visual setting. The
house was designed in the manner of a tempietto, which was intended to be
viewed in a garden landscape. This has been lost in the present location.
However, the new location will once again provide an appropriate pastoral
setting.

Mitigating Factors

1. The Colomb House is significant because of its architecture.
It is not tied to its present location by any significant historical
associations.

o2 The Colomb House is clearly significant on at least a statewide
basis, so moving it 4.2 miles along the Mississippi River will not effect
the context for its architectural significance.

3. The moving of the Colomb House will be supervised by a qualified
rofessional who is experienced in dealing with historic structures (Monroe
abouisse, of Labouisse, Graeber, Ltd. - Architects, New Orleans, LA).
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National Register of Historic Places
Memo to File

Correspondence

The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of
Historic Places received associated with the property.

Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the
property.



Honorable Russell B. Long
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CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
Xgriginalsite
EXCELLENT _DETERIORATED _UNALTERED
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Xgood _RUINS N .
_FAIR _UNEXPOSED

------------- describe THE>RESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Ihe (ijionib House is set airong a groLp of live oaks behind the Mississippi
River levee near the tcwn of Convent.

The house has a square_plan, two rooms wide, with one large single room on
the second floor. Despite its small size the house shows consi®able classical

refiriement. 1t has a three bay front consisting of three shoulder*rolded
transom side-lighted doors.

The square first floor is surmounted by a truncated pyramic” rrof mth a
great central two bay cupola. This paviliai-like articulation is enhanced
by the monumental front colonnade and by the pilasters on the cr/la.

An unusual feature of the colonnade is its pair-vp Tuscan ool”. According
to Harnett T. Kane, v*en Christophe Colomb, Jr. was bmIld” <™ house he

aocmired eight columps from a cqurthouse vdiich was being d?Mlished, 7> .

goo nany to TIt wenly acxo=s ti« ’wt o? g q’L)th\SS I/
them in pairs. He also found that they were too long-As a result the gallery
flnnr drops below the rest of the house toacccnmodate them.

Adjacent to the house is a late 19th century frame office with Gothic
Revival details.



tE SIGNIFICANCE
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE = —

_ The Colatb House is very probably the only early Greek Revival building
in the state with paired columns. Aside from this uniqueness, the Coltmb
House r*resents an elegant and highly creative deviation from Greek Revival

conventions.
The doubled columns and the enlarged cvpola represent ry>T-Janngl and

pt very spEMsticated solutions bo difficult architectural problens, i.e.,
hw to space the over-abundant and overly large oolums, and how bo enlarae

the t?per story. |

_ The hare's builder, Christophe Colotrib, Jr., was the son of a planter
in tte a™ and gr™  to become an amateur architect, inventor, engineer,

evidence suggests the house was built about
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I"\he attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your office f

clarification of the information indicated below. PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WHEN THE NOHINAT
'S RESUBMITTED.

Description: e It

g8 Statement of Significance: JW. ™ T

Bibliography:

Geographical Data — Acreage:
UTM Reference(S):

Verbal Boundary Description: a
Y
Certification:
Photographic Coverage: V"Pryco "N A, < ir7 "LixjiColyj.
Map Coverage: 7/
other:

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to
on the National Register staff, telephone NI~ NV4

Thank you for your attention to the above items.

Date: y:?-,
Chief, Branch of Registration
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August 26, 1980

Respectfully referred to;

Gary Catron

Assistant to the Secretary and
Director of Congressional and
Legislative Affairs

Department of the Interior

18th and C Streets, N.W.

Washington, D. C. 20240

Because of the desire of this office to be
responsive to all inquiries and communications,
your consideration of the attached is
requested. Your findings and views, in
duplicate form, along with return of the
enclosure, will be appreciated by

Form #2 RBL:bI



Drs. Colomt) & Associates
fourteen Twen”™-One Napoleon Ave.

Max E. Joknson, M.D. New Orleans, Louisuma 70115 Hen” 0. ColomL, M.D.
Heman D. Colomt, M.D. 1946-1970
Telepkone: (504) 891-6347 Looio E. Gatto, M. D.
1961-1971
Anna C. D. Colomk, M.D.

Mr. Jonathan Fricker

State Historic Preservation Office
P.O. Box 44247

Baton Rouge, La. 70804

Dear Mr. Fricker:;

I spoke with a Mr. Monroe Labouiase™ who said he had been in
contact with you concerning the Colomb House.

As you know, we are planning to move this to a new site in
Convent, Louisiana and we would like to have i1t remain on the National
Register. Could you please send me whatever information and documents
that are necessary so that we might take the necessary steps to insure
its retention on the register.

Thanking you in advance, | remain

Sincerely yours.

Herman D. Colomb, M.D.

HDC:fad
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STATE OF LOUISIANA

o./N 2/
DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE, RECREATION AND TOURISM
OFFICE OF PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT
DAVID C. TREEN ROBERT B. DeBLIEUX MRS. LAWRENCE H. FOX
Governor Assistant Secretarv
July 27, 1981

Dr. Herman D. Colomb
1421 Napoleon Avenue
New Orleans, LA 70115

Re: Colomb House, St. James Parish
National Register, August 7, 1980

Dear Dr. Colomb:

Thank you for your letter of July 13, 1981 concerning the moving of
the Colomb House and” its retention on the National Register. I've looked
into the matter and unfortunately there are no forms or documentation as
such which | can send you to accomplish this. However, the process, as
| understand it, is as” follows. Maps and photographs showing precisely
the old and new location, a description of the moving technique to be
used, and the justification for the move are presented to the State
Review Committee for approval.

Once approval is gained these papers are sent to Washington for
federal approval. (Noté: This must be accomplished prior to the move.)

If you will send me the following, | will write the justification
and arrange for the Review Committee to consider the matter at its next

available meeting:

1. Black and white photos of the house in its present location and
a photo of the new location.

2. Color slides of the same views.

3. uses maps showing old and new locations. (See attached list of
dealers who stock USGS maps.)

Thank you for your interest in historic preservation. If | can be
of further assistance in this matter, please call me at (504) 342-6682.

Sincerely,

/7"
«Jonathan Pricker _
National Register Coordinator

JF/bc

c. Robert B. DeBlieux Monroe Labouisse

Ann Jon%%/ISION OF ARCHAEOLOGY AND IES%R%%XEQQIEVATION

P. 0. Box 44247 Baton Rouge, La. 70804 504 342-6682
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STATE OF LOUISIANA
DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE, RECREATION AND TOURISM

OFFICE OF PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT

DAVID C. TREEN ROBERT B. DeBLIEUX MRS. LAWRENCE H. FOX
Governor Assistant Secretary Secretary

November 3, 1981

Ms. Carol Shull _ _
National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Ms. Shull;

~ Enclosed is the application to move the Colomb House (a
National Register property) from its present location near
Romeville to a new location 4.2 miles downstream on the east
bank of the Mississippi River. The new location will be at
Convent near the Judge Poche House, also a National Register

property.

_ Dr. Herman D. Colomb is the major owner of the house in
its present location. He also has power of attorney over the
house and owns the site to which it is to be moved.” He has

written me approving the proposed move (see enclosed letter).

~ The application to move the Colomb House while retaining
Register status was approved by the Louisiana National Register
Review Committee at its September 30, 1981 meeting.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions
concerning this application.

Sincerely,

Robert B. DeBlieux _ _
State Historic Preservation Officer

RBD/JF/bc

Enclosure; as stated

DIVISION OF ARCHAEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION
P. O. Box 44247 Baton Rouge, La. 70804 504 342-6682



MAY 20 1§»

Mr. Robert B. DeBlieux

Office of Program Development
P.O. Box 44247

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804

Dear Mr. DeBlieux:

This is in response to a question from your staff concerning the prt~*sed move of the
Colomb House in St. James Parish, Louisiana.

The documentation explaining the proposed move v/as reviewed in January 1982 and it
was decided that the house will not be removed from the National Register when it Is
moved. When the Colomb House has been moved, please submit ma{», photographs, and
other documentation of the house on the new site to the National Register, as required
by regulation f36 CFR, Part 60).

We regret that you were not notified of our decision and we h<” this has not created
pix4>lems for the owner or your office. We look fc»*ward to receiving the additional
documentation on the Colomb House so that we may keep our file as current as possible.

Sincerely,

Barol D, Shull

Carol D. Shull _
Actir™ Keeper of the National
Re/ster

cc; Southeast Region
710
FNP:B Grosvenor:lw;272-3504:5-17-82
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National Register of Historic Places

Note to the record

Correspondence related to removal



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Requested Action: Removal

Property Name: ;Colorh”f: House

Multiple Name:

State & County: éLOVlVJViSIANA, St. James

Date Received: Date of Pending List: Date of 16th Day: Date of 45th Day: Date of Weekly List:
12/17/2018 1/31/2019

Reference number: kOT800042§0

Nominator:

Reason For Review:

X . Accept Return Reject 1/31/2019 __ Date

Comments: ;occurred.

Recommendation/ Remove

Criteria
Reviewer Jim Gabbert Discipline  Historian
Telephone (202)354-2275 Date

DOCUMENTATION: see attached comments : No see attached SLR : No

If a nomination is returned to the nomination authority, the nomination is no longer under consideration by the
National Park Service.















C‘.’t ,t f Z]" . = RICHARD H. HARTLEY
- ;

BILLY NUNGESSER idie ot Lomsaiung DEPUTY SECRETARY
[IEUTENANT GOVERNOR OFFICE OF THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE, RECREATION & TOURISM ~ KRISTIN P. SANDERS
ASSISTANT SECRETARY
OFFICE OF CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT
DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION

October 11, 2018

Parish of St. James
5800 Highway 44
Convent, LA 70723

RE: Delisting of Colomb House, 5t. James Parish, LA

To Whom It May Concern:

The purpose of this letter is to notify you of our intent to petition for the removal of the above referenced
property from the National Register of Historic Places, a process known as delisting. This step is
important as we strive o maintain an accurate record of properties in our state that are listed in the
Register, still extant, and maintain integrity per National Register Criteria. In many cases, buildings were
destroyed many years ago and the official delisting paperwork was not completed. We have made this
task a priority for 2018. Per information from the St. James Parish tax assessor, you are the current
owner of the land where the listed resource once stood. As part of this process, we are required to notify
the current owner of this action.

The Colomb House was listed on the National Register on 8/7/1980. According to the Federal National
Register regulations {36 CFR 6-.15 (a)(1)], a property may be delisted if it has ceased to meet the criteria
for listing on the National Register because the qualities which caused it to be originally listed have been
lost or destroyed. Per current Google street view images and correspondence with locals, the building is
no longer standing. Because the building, and its qualities that caused it to have been listed, are
destroyed, this property will be proposed for removal from the National Register. The final delisting
decision will be made by the Keeper of the National Register at the National Park Service.

The regutations [36 CFR 60.15 (g)] require that the property’s owner be given an opportunity to comment
and the chief elected official notified of the proposed action. If you choose to comment, please respond
via letter by November 26, 2018 to the following address:

Kristin Sanders

State Historic Preservation Officer
Louisiana Division of Historic Preservation
PO Box 44247

Baton Rouge, LA 70804

If you have questions concerning the delisting petition or any other National Register issue, please
contact National Register Coordinator, Jessica Richardson, by email at jrichardson@crt.la.gov, or by
phone at 225-219-4595.

Sincerely,

{dmThorda—

Kristin Sanders
State Historic Preservation Officer

P.O. Box 44247 +» BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA T70804-4247 « PHONE (225) 342-8160 « FAX (225) 219-0765 + WWW.CRT.LA.GOV








