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The largest numberof architecturallysignificant public buildings in Arkansas are 
the county cour thouses. As the center of ~peal politics, the courthouse is 
often the largest and most costly building in the county. The Perry County 
Courthouse in Perryville is the most important public historic structure in the 
county. 

Perry County, located in central Arkansas, was created by the state legislature 
on December 14, 1840. The new county was formed from the portion o.f Conway 
County which lay south of the Arkansas River, and was named for an American 
naval hero in -the War of 1812, Co~nodorer Oliver Hazard Perry. 

The first county seat was in the log home of John L. Houston. In 1841 Houston 
and John Greathouse agreed to donate land on which to build a courthouse in the 
newly founded town of Perryville. The county seat was established in Perryville 
~n 1841, and a log building was constructed to house court offices. Following 
a fire in 1850, a second log courthouse was constructed on the same site. 

In 1872 a large frame building replaced the log courthouse. Located about one­
half mile distant from the log courthouse, this building was situated on the 
third and final courthouse site. Successive fires plagued the county courthouse, 
but each replacement was located on the 1872 site. 

Since its construction in 1888 the present Perry County Courthouse has been 
enlarged with additions, but has not been greatly altered. The two-storf y 
brick structure is of a simple rectangular floor plan and features a truncated 
hip roof. The architectural style is extremely simple with an undecorated 
cornice, plain windows set in wood frames and an entablature over the two main 
entries. The building rests on the Perry County court square. 

Despite its central Arkansas location• and proximity to the state's most populous 
county (Pulaski), Perry County has always been among the least populated of 
Arkansas' seventy-five counties. Very few historic or architecturally significant 
structures remain in the area, thus increasing the importance of the courthouse. 

Among the very small number of historic structures still standing in Perry County, 
the courthouse is decidedly the most significant. The building dominates the 
Perryville business district, and is the most important historic man-made landmark 
in Perry County. 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Brand, Melvin. Interview at Perry County Courthouse, Perryville, Arkansas, February 2, 
1976. 

A .Survey of Arkansas Courthouses. Compiled by the National Society of Colonial ·Dames 
of America in the State of Ar kansas. Mrs. W. G. McDonald, Chairman, Historical 
Activities Committee. Arkansas Room, Little Rock Public Library. 

IIi]GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY less than l acre 

UTM REFERENCES 

Al...k2) lsl1, s! o, 61 o! 13, al7r 3} 4t 4• ol 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

cLLJ I I 1 I 1 1 I I 1 I r I 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

B~ll,l I I I I I 
.ZONE EASTING 

Dl.t_j I I 1 l 
NORTHING 

t I I I I I 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME / TITLE 

Dianna Kirk Historian 
ORGANIZATION DATE '. 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 3-9-76 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

300 West Markham 501-371-1639 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Little Rock Arkapsas 

l:mSTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL_ STATE __ LOCAL_lL_ 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). I 

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that ·t has been evaluated according to the 

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE Anne Bartley 

TITLE St ate Historic ]>reservation Officer DATE 3-9-76 

• 
{fi)' .. • ... ··. II 

GPO 892-453 



Form No. 1~-300a 
(Hev . l0-74) 

UN ITED STATES DEPARTMENT OJ- THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF IDSTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY-- NOMINATION FORM 

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

MAR ·,C) 1 10-r;:; RECEIVED .1 

loATE ENTERED JUl G 1976 

9 PAGE one 

Works Progress Administration. Perry County, c. 1940. Place file, Archives, 
Arkansas History Commission. 
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