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The Griffith Griffith residence 1s a two story, rectangular
bullding, measuring thirty feet by fourty feet. Bullt in the
Greek Revival style, 1t has cornice returns on the north and
south sides, wide corner boards and six inch redwood clapboard
siding. There was a six foot wide porech surrounding the east,
west and south sides and a summer kitchen on the north. Although
probably bullt during the construction of the rest of the house,
the kitchen was a one story lean-to room, twenty feet by thirty
feet, constructed of wide planks, vertically placed. All windows
are six paned. The first floor windows and the upstairs windows
on the south side are double hung and hag@: shutters., The second
floor windows on the east and west are single hung and not shuttered.
The house was resting on a loose granite block foundation with
granite steps leading into a small root cellar, There is one brick
chimney in the center of the house which ends in the attiec (stove
pipes were fed into the chimmey). The roof was shingled., The
upstairs has five rooms opening onto a large stair landing. The
downstairs has six rooms of varying sizes. The four panelled
doors used throughout retain the original brown ceramic doorknobs.

Several changes have taken place through the years, About
1920, decorative redwood shingles were added to the upstairs
exterior over the siding and the upstairs shutters were taken off
at that time. Also, about the same time, a terra cotta stoveplpe
was added for a downstalrs parlor stove., In the mid 1920's
walnscoating was put in the parlor and fake graining was added
to all the doors and moldings. The summer kitchen was abandoned
about 1930 and a small downstairs room in the southeast corner
was converted iInto a kitchen., At that time one window was made
into a door for entry into the new kitchen.

With restoration currently in progress, the decorative
shingles have been removed from the outside upstairs siding
and the original six paned windows have been reworked for use,

It is planned that the Placer County Museum, which has been
storing the original shutters, will return them for use. The
porches have been removed due to thelr delapldated condition, but
will be replaced in their original style. The loose granite
foundation has been replaced by a concrete foundation to meet

the demands of the Placer County Building Department. The
granite steps leading into the root cellar have been retained.
The granite from the original foundation will be used to rebulld
the porch foundation.

The bullding has retained much of 1ts historical integrity,
maintaining the basic character of this mid-nineteenth century
home.,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

. The Griffith Griffith home, built in 1867, is significant for
its historiec associations with the founding of the first industry
of the area and the subsequent settlement and development of
Penryn. The house is an example of Greek Revival architecture,
the only known home of this style left in the area.

Griffith Griffith located a granite outeropping near Stewarts
Flat in August of 1864 and declided on that location for a quarry.
By February, 1865, the first pleces of granite from the new quarry
woere loaded for shipping by rall., In May of 1865 Griffith
Griffith met with Judge Crocker and declared a township by the
name of Penryn, with the chiéf interest being the granite quarry.
In April, 1867 he started bulilding his home and it was completed
in September of that year. The home was located about one quarter
of a mile west of the quarry. A spur track was lald from the
quarry to the main Central Paclific Raillroad line in 1869-1870.
This spur track ran in front of his residence and was about one
half of a mile long, The loaded rallroad cars traveled by
gravity on this spur from the quarry to the main line and, when
empty, were pulled back by oxen. The deed of transfer: from
Central Paciflc to Griffith Griffith was recorded on May 15, 1875.
This deed for fomr hundred and thirty five and one half acres
inecluded the quarry and Griffith's home,

The 1870's were a busy time for the quarry and as many as
two hundred to two hundred and fifty men were employed at one time
at the quarry to meet the increasing demand for the granite.
Penryn granite was an important bullding material used in the
construction of many buildings, including such public structures
as the United States Mint in San Francisco, California, the State
Capitol at Sacramento, California, and Fort Alcatrez, California.
In 1874 Griffith Griffith erected a polishing mill, the first

and only one of its kind in the state. There were also two large
lathes that turned granite columns. In June of 1881, Griffith
Griffith received a commendation from the Department of the
Interior on the quality and beauty of the specimens that had
been evaluated.
Griffith Griffith sold parcels of his property to various
. - persons and thereby encouraged further development in the area.

By 1894 one hundred and twenty acres of this property had been sold.
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Griffith Griffith died in 1889. His nephew, David Griffith,
took over operation of the quarry and, with his wife and their
daughter, Enid, lived in Griffith Griffith's home., Due to strilkes
by the quarrymen and a general decline in the use of granite
for building, the quarry production slowed down and David's
business turned to mostly monuments and headstones. When David
died in 1918, the quarry closed and has not been operated since.
Enid Griffith continued living in the Griffith home until her
death in 1976. The house has been continuously used as a residence
by the @riffith family.

Archttecturally, the house is 1n the Greek Revival style
as evidenced by the six~-paned windows, the symetrical placement
of windows and doors, the wide corner boards, the wide molding
below the roof, the cornice returns, the porch on three sides,
the double post columns supporting the porch roof, and the shmutters,
All these features combine to create a simple symmetrical style
which typifies the Western trend in Greek Revival architecture
in America.
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