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Located at thecorner of South and Curtis Streets with an unobstructed view
of the Mystic River, thePaul Curtis House i sa two and one half story building
with arear kitchenell. Set on foundations of stone which arefaced with blocks
of rock faced granite above ground level, both sections of thehouse are covered
by nmedi um hi gh pitched roofs of asphalt shingles.

The main body of thehouse i srectangular i nplan and has two inportant
entrances. The north facade of thehouse has three floor |ength w ndows across
each story with thecenter window being used as a doorway at each story. This
wal | has horizontal matched boarding and corner pilasters. Set i nfront of this
wall arefour two-story fluted lonic colums which support a plainentablature.
The gable, which i scovered with matched boarding, has one window at it scenter
and serves as a high pediment forthetenple front. Projecting between the north
wall and t hecolums at thesecond floor i sa porch, therailing of which i snade
up of decorative round bal usters and horizontally intersecting arcs. At the first
floor the porch currently projects approximtely eight feet beyond t he col ums,
a later extension. The east wall of thehouse contains another entrance which has
an open entry porch with two one story lonic colums set i nfront of a doorway
of multi-paned, rectangular side and toplights. The porch i sraised several
feet above ground level and i sset slightly south of center on this wall. North
of thedoorway aretwo w ndows; toitssouth area blank space and one w ndow.

At thesecond floor level, thefenestration reflects that of thefirst floor, with
a Wi ndow above t heentrance. The entablature of thenorth wall extends around

this elevation and t heother sides of thehouse arepilasters. The west wall of

the mai n house has four w ndows at each story, i nan alnmost symmetrical arrangenent.
Attached totherear south wall i sa two story kitchenell of considerably |ower
height. The fenestration of this wing i sirregular and has been slightly altered by
the removal of a door on its. east side, theenclosure of an exterior stairway on

its south side and by t heenclosure of its western porch. This elli s flanked
on it seast and west sides by one-story lonic porches which extend thelengthof
the wing.

The entire house, excepting thenorth facade, i scovered with wooden
clapboarding painted white. Modst windows have exterior louvred shutters. Many
of theroons of the nmain body of t hehouse have interior paneled casement shutters.
The house i scurrently i ngood physical condition, needing only a fewsuperficial
repairs.
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Born on Decenber 26, 1800, i nSouth Scituate, atown, from which nany of the
shipbuilders of Medford came, Paul Curtis noved t o Medford i n1818 and worked i n
the shipyards of Thatcher Magoun, Medford's nost prom nent shipbuilder. 1 n 1836
he formed a partnership with Janmes Otis Curtis, arelative. This business
arrangement |asted until 1838-1839, thefirm having produced three ships. I n
1839 Janes Curtis established his own shipyard near Park Street while Paul Curtis
established one on thenorth bank of theMstic River at thefoot of Wnthrop
Street. Between 1839 and 1852 twenty-seven ships were constructed at the
Wnthrop Street yard; after 1852 Curtis noved t o East Boston where, according
to Summer's 1858 History of East Boston, Curtis established one of thelargest
and "nost convenient" shipyards on "the Island". By 1858 twenty-one ships had
been constructed at t heEast Boston yard; various historiesindicate that Curtis
constructed nore than one hundred vessels during his lifetime.

Early after his arrival in Medford, Paul Curtis bought one half of a house
on Maverick Street from Jotham Stetson, where Curtis lived during the1820's.
In the1830's he lived on Riverside Avenue, then naned Ship Street. He purchased
land on South Street i n1838 and built his house t owhich he noved i n1839. The
site of his South Street house was directly opposite his Wnthrop Street yards
and directly west of theyards and hone of Jotham Stetson t owhomCurtis sold
sone of the South Street land and with whomCurtis appears tohave had an ill-
defined business/personal relationshipfromhis earliest settlement in Medford.

Wth itstenple facade, lonic side porches, and dramatic site on t he Mystic
River, thePaul Curtis House is Medford's nost elaborate and well preserved exanple
of Greek Revival architecture. The house's association with shipbuilding, Medford's
maj or industry of thenineteenth century, and itsrelationshiptotheriver make
it an important and visible survivor of thearea' s past.

In addition totheforegoing associations, there i sa strong local tradition
that t hehouse i s referred t oas "Grandnother's House" i nt hepoem"Qver t he
River and through the Wods" by Lydia Child, a Medford native. No information was
found tosubstantiate or disprove this tradition.
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