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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

#* Original unit unaltered. Additions were built on to original structure.

The Monarch Steam lMills were built in 1879, The original building was &

40'x 50' stone and brick structure, having five floors, - a basement and
four floors above grade. The building is of heavy timber construction and
has been altered through the years on the interior by adding walls and doors
in varieus locations. The first three floors above grade take on the
Romanésque style of Architecture with the fourth floor being of French Mansard
style, with the material skin of vertical ribbed copper or lead. A brick
chimney stack exists to the west of the building about 100 ' tall., The cost
of the original building was $30,000.00 and would be classified in the
Victorian period,/”

The }¥ill was sold in 1886”62& additions were added presumably at that time.
The additions were built to match the existing structure. A one story
structure, 30' x 100! was added to the east side, which housed office space;

a two story warshouse was added to the north approximately 50' x 120' in sizes
a one story addition 50' x 100' was added to the west for equipment usage.

The structures are in good sound shape and paving into the building is of
brick pavers. The buildings exist on two and one-quarter acres of land,

The original Newton Land Office occupies a position on this same piece of
property. This structure was preswzably built around 1871 and is approxi-
mately 20' x 30! in size, being one story in height. This building has not
changed any in structure, however different room arrangements have taken
place throughout the years. The brick and timber structure is in good
shape and could be restored easily. 7
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STATEMENT oF sicniFicance  Bulilt in 18‘79;

The Monarch Steam Mills ~ one of the first mills t;dya converted to a
full roller mill. This took place in 1883, Bernhsrd Warkentin purchased
this mill in 1886, calling it the Newton Milling and Elevator Co.

There is a great story to be told sbout wheat and flour milling in the
United States, and the proposed use of a portion of this structure is for
a Wheat Museum.

"Bernhard Warkentin is a famous name in the wheat annals of the nation. It
was he who led the great Fennonite migration into Kansas during the early
1870ts, and the lennonites brought Turkey Red seed wheat with them from
Southern Russia., After the superiority of this variety was established,

he imported large quantities of seed for distribution in the area where

his flour mills were located. Turkey Red became one of the fgremost factorsg
in the creation of the hard winter empire of the Southwest.™

"The chain of events that in the course of time established hard winter as
he mast extensive class of wheat in the United States began when Bernhard
Warkentin set his feet on Kansas soil and urged his fellow lMennonites to
follow.
The career of Bernhard Warkentin serves to exemplify astatement once made
by Thomas Jefferson. Said the Sage of Monticello, "The greatest service
vhich can be rendered to ang country is to add a useful plant to its culture
especially a bread grain,®

"No other Nennonite pioneer of the prairie states has become as well known
a8 Bernhard Warkentin. There ie hardly = book or an article on the agri-
culture and milling industry in Kansas that does not refer to him or give
him credit for the introduction of the hard winter wheat to Kensas. And
yet thus far we have no thorough study of his life, his activities, and
contributions based on all available sources. Fortunately, many of the
docurents pertaining to his life and activities have been presegved and -
are aweiting the day when a blographer will neke use of them.”
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= LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION =~

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance:of this nolrrg?(ion is:

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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