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The Lyon County Courthouse, built 1916-17, is situated on the public 
square near the central business district of Rock Rapids.

The building is of the loggia type, with elongated plan, three-stage 
elevations, one-bay end pavilions and centered, basement-level entrances 
Dimensions are approximately 110' x 71'. The outer walls are Bedford 
limestone (rusticated on the basement level) lined with brick. Windows 
are for the most part 2/2 sash, many with multi-light transom panels, 
and on the two-story second stage are separated by flat pilasters. The 
modillion cornice has a wide frieze, decorated with blind medallions 
and triglyphs, below a panelled parapet.

The main elevation features a nine-bay giant Ipggia with freestanding, 
fluted columns, llie bronze doors of the entrance in this facade are 
recessed within a slightly protruding vestibule, above which is a re­ 
clining stone lion. The side and rear elevations have slightly pro­ 
truding centered frontispeices, set off at the second stage by paired 
pilasters. The aedicular frame of the rear entrance is similar to 
that of the front, but the doors are recessed within the frontispiece.

The interior features a central rotunda area, extending from basement 
level to the art-glass skylight of the dome. Corridors and offices 
are arranged around this feature. The main staircases and corridor 
wainscoting are of Italian marble, while the floor of the rotunda dis­ 
plays the county seal in a mosaic of ceramic tile. The third floor, 
which houses the legal and judicial functions, displays in the rotunda 
area four semicircular murals, set within the tympana of the arches 
which open off the rotunda to the corridors. These murals, Entitled 
"Pioneer", "Immigrant", "Rock Rapids 1873", and "Modern Farm 1917" 
were possibly the work of artist William Peaco (Peace's "Pioneer" 
and "Immigrant" murals in the Greene County Courthouse, Jefferson, 
are remarkably like those at Rock Rapids). The courtroom on the 
third floor is also of note, featuring an early jury box (with swivel 
chairs bolted to the floor), judge's bench and chair, and fine 
aedicular doorframes. With the exception of new lighting in some 
areas and the partitioning of one ground-floor room, the interior 
spaces of the courthouse are essentially untouched.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Lyon County Courthouse is an extremely well-preserved expression of 
Beaux Arts architecture in Iowa, and a good example of this state's 
courthouse design during the early decades of the 20th century. The 
Beaux Arts style was quite popular in Iowa in these years, as shown 
by the more than 15 such Buildings' still to'be found in the state. 
Ihe giant loggia is a principal feature of the Lyon County Courthouse, 
with the lion couchant above the main entrance presenting a visual 
pun. The handsome rotunda area, with its classical detail, mosaic, 
marble, and vernacular iconography of the murals, is of particular 
note, as is the well-preserved courtroom.

The architect, Joseph Schwartz, also designed the Methodist Church 
in Rock Rapids (N.R. June 1978)

Lyon County was organized in 1872, and the first courthouse erected 
in 1874. This courthouse, a 3-story frame structure with hipped 
roof and bracketted eaves, was later moved a few blocks, stuccoed 
and painted green, and is used as an apartment house. The present 
courthouse was begun in 1916 and was dedicated the following year.
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