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PHOTO: (3x3" or 3x5", black & white) 
staple to left side of form 

Photo number 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

BOYLSTON STREET 
• BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02116 

Town Ar l i ng ton , MA 

Address Claremont Avenue 

Historic Name Chapel of St. Anne 

SKETCH MAP 
Show property's location in relation 
to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate 
all buildings between inventoried 
property and nearest intersection. 
Indicate north. 

Use: Present 

Original 

ecclesiastical 

ecclesiastical 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date 1915 

Source John's House Guide Book 

Style Nnrman Gnthir 

Architect Rai oh Adarn̂  Cram 

Exterior wall fabric local fieldstone 

Outbuildings Mone 

Major alterations (vith dates) None 

Recorded by Betsy Friedberg 

Organization Mass. Historical Commission 

Date January., 1985 

Moved No Date N/A 

Approx. acreage less than one acre 

Setting The chanel is shaded hv many 

mature trees and surrounded by a heavily 

landscaped garden. 

(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECnJR.U SIGNIFICANCE (Describe inportant architectural features and . 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the community.) 

The Chapel of St. Anne is Norman Gothic in style,with a rustic appearance. Fieldstone used 
in construction was dug out from the building site. The Chapel ŝ 2h stories in height 
and of a rectangular plan. Two shallow bays extend laterally from the narthex and the 
apse bay curves gracefully. Near the eaves of the siate-povered ridge roof are a series 
of regularly spaced narrow round windows, and the west wall, at the head of the nave, 
incorporates a rose window. , . . . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state _ . . ; 
history and how the building relates to the development of the community.) 

The Chapel is Arlington's only example of the work of noted Boston architect Ralph Adams 
Cram (1863-1942). A dedicated Gothic scholar. Cram produced many collegiate and 
ecclesiastical buildings in the Gothic Revival style, including the nave-of-Mew Yoi^ 
City's Cathedral of St. John the Divine.. In Arlington, Cram chose to work in the Norman 
Gothic style, creating a massive stone structure of near- perfect proportions. One critic 
has suggested that the Chapel resembles a church of the tenth or eleventh century in the 
Pyrenees or in Brittany.. 

The deliberately dark interior is l i t by stained glass windows, the work of noted 
glassworker Charles Connick, with whom Cram frequently collaborated. Both the interior am 
exterior walls have had wooden and stone fragments' integrated into them. Some date back to 
the 15th century. Others include a paved stone from an old Cambridge sewer and a 
16th century Madonna and Child carved from Carrara marble. Examples of the works of 
numerous European carvers are also incorporated, including Myer of Oberammer-gau and 
Angel 0 Cualdi. 

The Chapel is located in a quiet residential neighborhood in the midst of winding paths 
and carefully landscaped lawns and gardens. Originally part of an orphanage operated 
by the Society of St. John the Evangelist, the Chapel now serves as the centerpiece of ,. 
St. Anne's School for Girls. • . ... 
CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION 

The Chapel of St. Anne possesses integrity of local, design, setting, materials, workmanship, 
feeling, and association. It fulfills Criterion C of the National Register of Historic Place 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (name of publication, author, date and publisher) 

1875 Beers & Co. Atlas " , -
1884 Bird's Eye View of Arlington, Arlington Advocate ,, ' -
1898 Stadley & Co. Atlas „ .• /• 
1923 Sanborn Map Co. Atlas 
Arlington Directories of 1869/70, 1883, 1890, 1898, 192̂ 3 
A Guidebook Describing the Life and Work of St. Johns House, published at St. Anne's Ho_u5e. 
44 Temple Street, Boston, MA 1923, pp. 112-118 
Tucci, Douglass Shand, Church Building in Boston 1720-1970. Concord: The Rumford Press, 197̂  
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Multiple Resource Area 
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Name Arlington Multiple Resource Area 
State Middlesex County, MAbSACHUbETib; 
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1339 Massachusetts Ave. 
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14. Capitol Theater Building Saftersd i n 

15. Chapel of St. Aime 

16. Cushman House 

Baterftd in -Otf 

Saterad In 1I8».>. 
Ifetlonftl 

17. Cutter, Jefferson, House •^ .̂(jer^ ITX i f 
nation*! 

18. Cutter, Second, A.P., 
House 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Chapel of St. Anne (Arlington MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

n resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
EJ owner objection 
• appeal 

Substantive Review: • sample • request 

Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Dat 
Date Due: 
Action: 

Enterad in 

6 1985 

: :ACCEPT . 

.RETURN. 

.REJECT. 

_ ]/ .c^'-S- ( 

Federal Agency: 

mi appeal im NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this projDerty been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CD good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if Icnown) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph • > > 
CZl completeness : . . > . - I-
• clarity 
I I alterations/integrity ••• ' . 
I I dates 
• boundary selection 

Check one 

• original site 

nnoved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
E3 completeness ' 
• clarity 
EH applicable criteria ,Q 
C] justification of areas checked ' 
n relating significance to the resource 
mi context 
mi relationship of integrity to significance 
mi justification of exception 
mi other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

•.;••»•-13. Other 

• Maps 
• Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed. Date Phone: 

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached sheet 










