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The Commodore Apartment Building is located in the eastern section of the city of
Louisville in the Bonnycastle neighborhood. The building sits at the edge of Cherokee
Park, an F, L, Olmsted designed park (pending National Register listing), in a resi-
dential area of generally large, brick dwellings built in the second and third decades
of the twentieth century.

The Commodore is an eleven-story, light orange brick structure in a T-plan, designed in
a Spanish Renaissance Revival style. The first floor of the building has a veneer of
large terra cotta tiles of a cream color. The windows on the first floor are simple

- and have six-over-one lights, as do all windows in the building. The second floor
windows contain engaged terra cotta twisted columns on the frames supporting an arch
decorated with a channel molding and scroll keystone, The columns have acanthus leaves
at the base and capitals decorated with acanthus leaves and scrolls. The tympanums of
the windows contain the same decoration; a central urn with foliage. Panels below the
windows contain griffins, flanking a central cartouche with a fleur-de-lis. A dentic-
ulated stringcourse divides the second and first floors. A deeper stringcourse with
egg-and-dart and enriched talon moldings divides the second and third floors. All
windows on the third through ninth floors are simple, with no decoration. The tenth
floor windows have the same engaged columns, but do not have the panels below or the
arch above. The eleventh floor windows connect the tenth floor windows with

" all of the same decorative motifs found on the first floor. .The eleventh floor is

~also veneered in terra cotta panels like those on the first floor. The cornice of
the building has large consoles and a dentil molding. Above the cornice is a parapet

"wall., All corners of the building contain single, twisted columns which rise the full

" height of the building, and contain the same base and capital as found on the window
frames. The entrance of the building faces Bonnycastle Avenue, It contains a large,
arched entry with a central cartouche, and has roundels with eagles on either side.
The door has sidelights and a tripart transom, all in leaded glass. A balustrade on
the roof line of this one-story entry also has corner posts with panels of cartouches
and- swags.

A gar'a‘gé on the back of the building coﬁtains all of the same window decorations found
on the main building. It is one story in height and attached to the main building.

The foyer of the apartment building continues the Spanish flavor of the exterior design.
The walls are all stuccoed, with a coffered ceiling and rinceau crown molding in the
main lobby area. A large fireplace with carved griffins, egg-and-dart molding and fo-
liate patterns, and black marble is located directly across from the main entrance.
Small, arched openings on either side of the fireplace pierce the wall and contain dec~
" orative wrought iron. Large archways lead to a small sitting room to the left of the
main lobby area, and to the right lead to the secondary lobby area. The arches spring
from large griffin corbels. The secondary lobby area has an exposed beam ceiling, with
urns and foliage patterns painted on the beams. The floors are all tile with decora-
tive tile borders. Stained glass is used in nearly every doorway on the first floor.
Frequently, a Spanish ship is part of the stained glass design, as seen in the large
transom of the main entry. Brass is also used frequently, particularly in the entrance.
The doors are fully plated in brass, and the radiators, just inside the entrance, are
covered with highly stylized brass grills.

'There are no other buildings on the lot.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Commodore Apartment Building is one of Louisville's finest high rise apartment

buildings, designed by the prestigious local firm of Joseph & Joseph.

It is the

only known example of the Spanish Renaissance Revival style in a large scale structure.
The rich, decorative elements used on both the interior and exterior of the building are
of the highest quality, with few local counterparts in residential high-rise architecture.

The Commodore was designed for Biltmore Development Company by the architectural firm of

Joseph & Joseph, and constructed by Platoff Construction Company.

It was completed in

1929, Joseph & Joseph was also responsible for the designs of the Willow Terrace, 1924,

and the Dartmouth, 1928, both eight-story apartment buildings
the Cherokee Triangle Preservation District (National Register, 1976).

located nearby in

In the design

of the Commodore, Joseph & Joseph combined their experiences from the Willow Terrace
and the Dartmouth, to create an exquisitely rich design in the unusual Spanish Renais-
sance Revival style.

During the decade of the 1920s, Mediterranean motifs and designs were in vogue nation-
wide. Architectural journals of that period frequently featured Italian and Spanish

Renaissance Revival designs,
dwellings.
arch motifs were frequently cited.
into a large scale design.
light orange brick facades.

of the building, humanizes the scale.

of the Mediterranean style,

Joseph & Joseph, founded in 1908,

is still an active local firm,

but generally on a small scale, such as single family
Elements such as twisted columns, highly stylized tympanums and repeated
Joseph & Joseph successfully 1nterpreted the style
‘The terra cotta detail in a cream color contrasts with the
The classical ornamentation, found only at the base and top

The interior spaces are also very human in scale,
and convey, with-the multiple textures and ornamentations, the rich, warm atmosphere

Some of their other

outstanding works are the Rialto Theatre (destroyed), YMHA Building, 1913, and the
Elks Club, 1924.(National Register, 1979).



EIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Caron Annual Directories of the City of Louisville.

""Commodore." Biltmore Development Company, promotion pamphlet, 1929,

Louisville Landmarks Commission. Office files on Joseph § Joseph Architects.

Joesph & Joseph Architectural Catalog e. Cedar Raolds a3

FDGEOGRAPHICAL DATA Ul {,‘:Eﬁgﬁ ﬁ@ [ Vo

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY .8 e ———
Louisville East - - . quaDRanGLE scace 1:24,000

QUADRANGLE NAME
UTM REFERENCES

A|l|6| |6|l|3|7|2|0| |4|2l3!2|2|2|0’ B‘ 1 ' )
ZONE EASTING. NORTHING _ZONE ' EASTING NORTHING

CL_I__‘Illl ll‘l]_lthl DL_L_ll_Lll||l||‘1|lll
el Lo e ] by L oLl L) Ly L | e e
NI I N P O A Y ‘."“t"i"‘l";"l’.i 1L.1i|. o

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 4 o)

Block 77E Lot :60. (L77.5' x 200')., See Map 1 for boundaries.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE NA CODE COUNTY CODE
STATE . CODE COUNTY CODE
EE1F ORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE .
M. A, Allgeier, Researcher
ATION SATE
ORGANIZATION Louisville Landmarks Comm1551on February 2, 1981
"REET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
STREE 727 W. Main St. © . 502-587-3501 -
CITY OR TOWN '
Louisville _Kentucky 40202

.STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION -

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL . STATE LOCAL

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), |
- hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certlfy that |t has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE W, (/M‘W
TITLE DATE

GPO 821-803



S £ lE‘

.ﬁ_z_
Qo

r’msak A. L
L
S

P

-g//

CHICHESTER

WPreE
= -

2106

LE05%_ns5 23

Rrid

i

>
x
#p  EOGEWOD

Fle==

I
]

7 4 2

Io/sA

"BONNYCASTLE

2/Z6

2032

"R musses.

¥
o I o e
' 2 "
200 ;
'
2l P S
e ¢
2 ]
- v
— f
| J.’ iﬂ
L]
¥
 GarrcE o] - <
. e //é_j;ggg‘{;fm&:m %0 .
: ; Oprwamn,  © <
Ae, (_’..,'J o {i] Niid o
s m""’”"‘%r o 00 & 2 Bercn Tt s e o~
. ~

P esrm o was-
Cowe £

:

75078
. OA:::&»F’

COMMIDDRE FIPARTMENTS

23

877

Ao A

/4 b 2
v o8 e 2 .
AN I B U B Eon-e L2
2 203 207 EZd Zns N7 2127 203
N Lydiid
lmeEEOTL MURRAY
[ 717
202 #A058 G 8. 20 227 24
./ A7
1 g ~
G770 " 51 A v - 2 e 7 b
53¢ Zp 3 )
1 7 wnb
S| s g i
by § q
1 17 o [ _— !
1 = o 7 Iy T -
a0 A i &3 P 3
1 Vs /';;\3 E—; T E
! N2 L
| VEND.
i
]
X Al
! k4
i, rs B
° %,
B
S =
¥ ] o
;T ]
A
u"n — s 7T e

AV.

COWLING

93]



The Commodore Apartment Bldg.
2140 Bonnycastle Ave,
Louisville, Jefferson, KY
Map 1 - Sanborn Map Co., 1972



