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Located on the northwest corner of Fifth and Lewis streets in Owensboro, Kentucky,

the James J. Sweeney house lies to the south and east of the business section of down-
town Owensboro in a mixed commercial and residential area. Owensboro (population 51,400,
1970 census) is Tocated on the Ohio River, approximately ninety miles downriver from
Louisville.

Facing southward, the 1893 Queen Anne structure is a pyramidal roofed block

composed of brick with rough-faced stone trim (see photo 1). The three-story
polygonal tower on the southeast corner dominates the facade. A polygonal bay
projects from the east elevation. Window openings are of various shapes and sizes
with an assortment of decorative eclectic elements (see photos 2 and 3). Beveled and
stained glass is used lavishly throughout the house. The entrance is sheltered by a
pedimented porch consisting of fluted columns and an intricately carved gable

(see photo 4).

The interior retains the original woodwork, parquetry floors, hardware, and 1ighting
fixtures. The entrance hall has a colorful tile floor (see photo 5), a tile fireplace
with a gas grate (see photo 6), and intricately worked ornamental latticework..
Fireplace surrounds in the parlor and the dining room are also tile and the elaboratley
turned and carved mantels remain intact.

The nominated acreage consists of the city Tot under single ownership.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The James J. Sweeney house ranks among the finest extant examples of late nineteenth

century domestic architecture in Owensboro, Kentucky.

Constructed in 1893 by the

Louisville architectural firm of Drach and Thomas, the building embodies the basic
elements of the Queen Anne style, displaying a polygonal tower and projecting bays.
Details include stained and beveled glass, parquetry floors, colored tiles, and
Owensboro has relatively few architecturally or
historically significant residences remaining in the downtown area, and this fact
coupled with the local awareness of and pride in the house render it a community
landmark.

elaborate interior woodwork.

Situated on the Ohio River, Daviess County was formed in 1815 and is one of the

largest counties in the state in area.

Owensboro, the county seat, was incorporated in

1817 and developed during the nineteenth century as a market for tobacco and a center

for distilling bourbon whiskey.
distilleries and twenty-five tobacco stemmeries.

By the turn of the century, the city boasted twelve

The original owner of the house, James J. Sweeney, was an Owensboro Tawyer. He
began his practice in partnership with his father William N. Sweeney, a prominent

local attorney, and his brother William C. Sweeney.
James Sweeney entered into partnership with William F. El1lis.

At his father's death in 1895,
Sweeney's residence was

designed by the Louisville architectural firm of Drach and Thomas who a few years
later, as Drach, Thomas, and Bohne, designed the D. D. Bogard house (listed in the
National Register 22 May 1980) one block to the north.

Having functioned as a residence for over seventy years, the house was converted into

a restaurant during the last decade.

However within the last year, the Sweeney house

has been resold and the present owner is currently rehabilitating the building for
use as a private residence again.

" lowensboro and Daviess County were comprehensively surveyed by the Kentucky

Heritage Commission in 1977.
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