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Trinidad
"STATE . • CODE ' COUNTY-

Colorado '08 Las
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CATEGORY . OWNERSHIP 
- (Check One)

CH District g] Building O Public* Public Acquisit on: 

D Site _ Q Structure ® Private S 'c^^^a d 
C] Object D ^otri Q Being Considerec

Facade easement
PRESENT USE (Check. One or More as Appropriate)

1 1 Agricultural . [ | Government^ Q Park 

(3 Commercial Q Industrial Q -Private Residence . 

Q Educational - D Military .. Q] Religious 

I | Entertainment 1 1 Museum j | Scientific
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STATUS ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC
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i — i , , . , PCI Restricted • | _ | Unoccupied
i — in . . 1 1 Unrestricted | _ ] Preservation work —

in progress ' — '

1 I Transportation 1 1 Comments 

f^j Other (Specify)
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OWNER'S NAME:

Hausman Drug Co,, Inc. '
STREET AND NUMBER: •'

100 West Main Street • • • ,
CITY OR TOWN: - STA'

Trinidad C
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TITLE OFSURVEY: • . . ,

"TRINIDAD— A Historic Building Survey"
DATE OF SURVEY: August 1970 D Federal Q State Q County £] Loca
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Colorado State Archives
STREET AND NUMBER:

1530 Sherman
CITY OR TOWN: STAT

Denver Colorado 08
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CONDITION
| | Excellent

[jf] Altered

D Good
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One)

D
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( Check One) 

~| Deteriorated D Ru

D Moved

ns n Unexposed

(Check One) 

Q£ Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL, APPEARANCE

The Jaffa Opera House is a two^stpry-,bEick_and,,sandstone-building, 
constructed on a rectangular plan. It most closely follows the High 
Victorian Italianate style .of architecture. The side and rear facades are 
faced with brick and are..plain, while the front (northwest) facade is faced 
with j2ut_sandstone. (The Opera House was one~6f the first buildings In the 
areaTtcTmake use of the high quality sandstone from the nearby quarries of 
D.A. Chappell,)

The ground floor^jwas^ongtructed^pjipuse four separate business 
establishments• Originally, the four units were similar in design. The 
large_entranceway and^stairway that, at one time, led to the second floor 
opera houseT"is"centered and dissimilar : from the_other-.units. Single, twp- 
^tory.engaged columns mark the divisions"between the-units and flank the 
central.recessed stairway. ---•.---

There is a bracketed_crowning_cqrnice. rising. to_caryed pediments, four 
of them, one centered in each of the four units. The pediments are unrelated 
to facade below, Segmental arches are used in the central unit. The words 
"Trinidad Opera House" are centered in the crowning pediment, with the date 
"1882" below. The central arched entrance has radiating voussoirs.

There are 13 double hung windows with plain molding on the second 
floor, three to each unit and one above the central entrance. Between and 
above the windows is a symetrical repetition of carved, linear design motifs 
that work with the ornamental cornice and pediments to display a rather busj 
front,

The ground__f.loprjias-seen many_alterations -over^the -years. Today the 
Hausman "Rexall" Drug Store occupies both units left of.the center entrance 
way as you face it; 'There is one large centered entryway to the drug store, 
recessed and with pillars. It has a two-leaf door with transom and full 
story fixed windows with trabeated window openings,

The unit immediately to the right of 'the center staircase is the only 
unit that is still similar to the original, with central, recessed, two- 
leaf door and full story fixed windows. The windows have been removed in 
the other unit and it has been arcaded as an entrance to a movie house, now 
abandoned.

The second floor 'opera house, when it existed, had a seating capacity 
of ?10, The stage was ^5 feet wide and 20 feet from the footlights to the 
back wall. The proscenium opening was 22 feet wide and 16 feet high.

traps near the center of the stage and the depth under the 
one-half feet. The Opera House had eight-sets of
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Pre-Columbian | Q 16th Century 

15th Century D 17th Century

Q 18th Century 

jjjjp 19th Century

20th-century

SPECIFIC (if Applicable and Known) 1883 (construct ion) to present
AREAS OF SIGNI^FIC ANC.E, ) fp'le<;* -P n ^ °r-More as .Appropriate)- _ • - ^, .._ ^ it •'„,»•,,,,, >

Aboriginal . ,CL Educati orn _, .'7-' ' Q'v:Pol'iti.cq-l .* ', " -Q-U^,0 " Planning

[ I Prehistoric .

I I Historic

Q] Agriculture

[2 Architecture

D Art

[55 Commerce

[3 Communications

| | Conservation

n.jEngineering•- ^ () , -, . f Q .Religion/Phi,- u . 

I I Industry ' ------ •,- -. •- -^. | OSOphy

[~~] Invention

Other

I I Landscape'

Architecture 

Q Literature

Q Military 

D Music

I | Science . 

[~~| Sculpture 

Q Social/Human 

itarian 

JT) Theater 

1 | Transportation

v ,Sol andjHenryr.Jaffa :-came to the rapidly growing town of Trinidad, 
Colorado, around 18?0. They were joined in 18?2 "by another brother, Samuel 
The brothers, as partners, did well in the mercantile business. (jChey were 
also instrumental in establishing the first Jewish congregation in Trinidad

In 1881, they purchased an entire block near the heart of the 
community. Two years later construction was completed on the major building; 
of the block, the Jaffa Opera House. The street floor was a commercial 
center and the entire second floor was the opera house,

For the next twenty years this would be the cultural heart of Trinidad 
The top stage, opera and vaudeville troupes touring the West performed here 
Most of the bookings were made by Pete McCall who booked touring companies 
for theaters in Denver, so most of the acts he booked for Denver performed 
in Trinidad as well. A program found in recent years told of famed 
Margaret Mather playing Juliet here in 188?. Activity at the Opera House 
hit its peak in the 1890s, " '- *"' -' .•.."..*.-..-.. -

• The Jaffa brothers sold their interest in the Opera "House in 1895.

In 1908, when the more modern West Theater opened nearby, the Jaffa 
Opera House closed its doors. The building has seen many uses since that 
time, and has been altered' 'considerably internally, particularly the 
second floor "opera House.*1

Much of^fie ground £*©o£ has been the Hausman Drug Store over the years, 
~~ by the same family. There was a liquor store in the center of the 

ng. A movie theater was located at the opposite corner from Hausman
for many vears « xt was called the Maze Theater from 1910-1913, 
from 1915 to 1918, the Palace from 1926-7, and finally the Isis, 

chjgtosed in the 1960s. Since that time this section of the building hai 
feh ctbalndoned, the seats have been torn out, and the area has deteriorated

ygeQOHj L f loj£Jl_, 
?s, a loan office, and apartments),

f or offices, (doct or s , dent ist i 
Singgjbhe late 19^0s, the entire, 

_floor_J.s, composed entirely of apartments ancTTurnished rooms.

Today it is a key building in a local Model Cities program. The plan 
calls for restoring the opera house, much like the original, to make it 
once again a cultural center for Trinidad and a key to the city's historic



TRINIDAD— A Historic Building Survey, 19?0 
Trinidad City Directories 1883 through 1900 
C.W.A. Interviews, Las Animas County, Interview with Sol Jaffa, Vol. I, 

pp. 135-4-1 » State Historical Society of Colorado 
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY '
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CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW ° ' - ' o • 
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
5 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
j .OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

37 ° 10' 5" 10^° 30' 19 " 
* *
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NAME AND Tl TLE;

Wlllard C. Louden, Direct or. 'Trinidad His-ho-H«»i Pr««*rvatipn
ORGANIZATION 1DATE

Trinidad -Historical Society . "' I Mav 12.' 1971
STREET AND NUMBER:

:•" •; . '- r>, H i " - , -r
CITY OR TOWN: . r ,-

Branson

• ' 1 . ,1 '(.I-

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that'it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

.National ^^^ State --J . Local Qjg r

>^^^ ̂ ^y^^
B.-W^^*^^^"'

Stephen H. Hart
»

Title Colorado State Liaison Officer .

•Date January 18 r 19?2

STATE * CODE

Colorado „ - r -08
lit ilitfN *l liMiii E &: : piM illWH ill w-*t.

,'.-»-.. •. : • -^^s \.. i \j • >-,' ,. .- ^
I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

fr j- s /fi •• •' • •• . fltiuij £ (JfaMuUty
Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic ffreseJv&ijon

"-;" 1 "••••".. EEB ?'; m {
Date • ' '

ATTEST: j f

/v//^^^/^ l^l^kJn
v vKeepe^*of The TVarfona/ Register /I ^^
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JAFFA OPERA HOUSE 
U.S.Q.S.'Map 7.5 Series 
Trinidad, Colo., Quadrangle 
1951, Scale 1:^000
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PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM
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[t, - NAME- ••;•'••••<• . •••'-. ;•' :;,;. ?.U: :i;lf4.?l5^:i;!;^ 1. : : ::: ' ' : - : •-

STATE

CTolorado
COUNTY

Las Anirnas
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBE_R_
FEE

DATE

7 If
COMMON: Hausman Drug or Opera House
AND/OR HISTORIC: Op era House

[2; LQCA T !ON •:•£ 'M^:^ '• v .:..:, :-•;: : :^,;: • ' '>• • - . ......
STREET AND NUMBER:

100 through 116 West Main Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Trinidad
STATE: CODE COUNTY:

Colorado Las Aniraaa
[3, PHOTO RE F E REMCE : ' ; ;- :- •--:; >^.^i^O^™^|i|@|f p^^j§:^lfe^ ^- " t

CODE

PHOTO CREDIT: unknown" (line d T % w 1 nft- - - no t a ^hotosrraoh)
DATE OF PHOTO: Drior to 1888
NEGATIVE FILED AT: non,e but directory contalng print at Carnegie 
public Library in Trinidad.

[^jde^tiFtcAt'ibN 1 >••:—: ^.^^^I'^BIII^ii^P^^^^^^^ i < "' x<%\. 1 rof7>v
DESC'RIBE VIEW. DIRECTION, ETC. rpi_p \t\ QW TO^Q frOID acrOSS Main^SVr^eeJUt

the corner of Main and Commercial Streets. The a«iM s tftFgjaj^ 
looking, almost straight south 'thus shows ihe facade of tn,e 
building which faces northwest and also shows thg^notn.'h^s 
side of the building along South Commercial. R. NATlOh
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