


7. DeSCription Sal em Street Burying G ound

Condition Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated X unaltered X original site
good ruins altered moved date

X faii® .unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The SalemStreet Burying Qoind occupies asite between SalemStreet and Ri versi de Avenue
on the edge of Medford Square. Established inthe md-seventeenth century, it i s
predictably locatedinthe city's earliest settlement area. I|tslotis approximtely
three-quarters of anacre andi s surrovnded by abrick wall laid in Flemsh bond with
granite coping. Entry is gained through aniron gate with a decorative arch.

The Salem Street Burying Goinmd was founded as a fam |y burying place, locatedin a gently

sl oping pasture overlookingthe Mystic River, onthe seventeenth century estate of Myjor
Jonathan Véde. |t was acquired by the town of Medford inthe early eighteenthcentury.

From 1717 t 0 1848the original 1/4 acre plot was gradual |y expanded t oits current dinmensions
through t he acquisition of adjacent private parcels. During this periodthe character of
the grounds was al so changed. Perineter walls were erected andinformal famly groupings

of stones were distorted as they were noved into strict alignment.

In 1889 an effort was nade t oupgrade the |andscape quality of the grounds by adding a
formal path systemwhich reflected those of the garden ceraetarieswhich becane popul ar

after the conpletion of M. Auburn Cermetery (NR i n1831. Aformal entrance gate, flagpole,
conmenor ati ve pl aques, and an inposing nonunent t o Governor John Brooks were erected as part
of a general revitalization of the site undertaken in 1930, Medford' s tercentennial year.

The grave stones date from 1683-1880 andrepresent thefull range of iconography popul ar
in New England. These range fromearly death's heads through later willows tostill [later
nonunents. Mst arecarved inslate andareinfair condition.
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