


7. Description Salem Street Burying Ground 

Condition 
excellent 
good 

X fai i^ 

deteriorated 
ruins 

.unexposed 

Check one 
X unaltered 

altered 

Check one 
X original site 

moved date 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Salem Street Burying Groimd occupies a site between Salem Street and Riverside Avenue 
on the edge of Medford Square. Established in the mid-seventeenth century, i t is 
predictably located in the city's earliest settlement area. Its lot is approximately 
three-quarters of an acre and is surrovmded by a brick wall laid in Flemish bond with 
granite coping. Entry is gained through an iron gate with a decorative arch. 

The Salem Street Burying Groimd was founded as a family burying place, located in a gently 
sloping pasture overlooking the Mystic River, on the seventeenth century estate of Major 
Jonathan Wade. I t was acquired by the town of Medford in the early eighteenth century. 
From 1717 to 1848 the original 1/4 acre plot was gradually expanded to i t s current dimensions 
through the acquisition of adjacent private parcels. During this period the character of 
the grounds was also changed. Perimeter walls were erected and informal family groupings 
of stones were distorted as they were moved into s t r i c t alignment. 

In 1889 an effort was made to upgrade the landscape quality of the grounds by adding a 
formal path system which reflected those of the garden ceraetaries which became popular 
after the completion of Mt. Auburn Cemetery (NR) in 1831. A formal entrance gate, flagpole, 
commemorative plaques, and an imposing monument to Governor John Brooks were erected as part 
of a general revitalization of the site undertaken in 1930, Medford's tercentennial year. 

The grave stones date from 1683-1880 and represent the f u l l range of iconography popular 
in New England. These range from early death's heads through later willows to s t i l l later 
monuments. Most are carved i n slate and are in f a i r condition. 
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