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The Choate Building is located on 51 East Third Street, Winona, Minnesota. 
This department store was erected in 1881 for Mr. Hannibal Choate, a prominent 
early Winona merchant who originally started his merchantile business there in 
December 1861. Designed by A.E. Myhre, the building is a four story Romanesque 
Revival style structure measuring 80 feet by 140 feet. The exterior of the 
building is constructed of brick and stone with decorative terra cotta panels.

The Choate Building has retained its architectural integrity with the 
following exceptions -- a large tower on the west side was removed in the 1940s; 
the upper level was removed from the corner tower in the late 1950s; and a number 
of tin-roofed pinnacles were removed in the 1960s. All removals were due to 
extreme deterioration.

Although the first story windows on the west side were bricked-over in 
1961-1962, the original windows are intact underneath the brick. The south side 
(rear) of the building was stuccoed in 1965 and at that time, the first story 
windows on that side were bricked over and the projecting fire escapes removed. 
The roof is of hot asphalt applications with asphalt composition shingles on 
gables and hips.

The interior is of frame construction and basically remains unchanged 
except for the occasional removal of partitions. The third and fourth floors 
remain unaltered and the rooms on the east side still contain original fireplaces 
with glazed tile hearths and mantles. The present owner plans to continue 
department store operations within the existing building with no major changes 
in the near future. The building is structurally sound but is in need of exterior 
cleaning.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Choate Building was erected in 1881 for Mr, Hannibal Choate. He was 
called the "merchant prince of southeastern Minnesota" since his merchandising 
background and philosophy had an influence on the entire southeastern part of 
Minnesota.

Hannibal Choate came to Wlnona in 1861, and engaged immediately in the 
development of a growing and prosperous merchantile business. The present store 
at Third and Center was opened in the fall of 1889 with inventory valued at 
$200,000.00.

Choate was a pioneer of the fixed-price system of merchandising. Before 
this system had been developed the customer bargained with the dealer as to how 
much an item would cost. Choate was also one of the first merchants to use 
extensive indoor displays on lines instead of keeping them on shelves. In 
addition, he established a wholesale business. By doing this he could supply 
other merchants of the community with the stock they needed.

Hannibal Choate was one of Winona's leading early citizens. He was widely 
respected for his merchandising and employment practices. He was the vice- 
president of the Minnesota State Art Society, and president of the Winona Savings 
Bank and the Woodlawn Cemetery Association.
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), 
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TITLE Russell W. Fridley
State Historic Preservation Officer
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