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Town Wal t ham Massachusetts

Addr ess 357 Crescent Street

Historic Name Wet her bee House

Use Present residential
Original residential

DESCRI PTI ON

Dat e 1892

Source water dept, deed research

Style Queen Anne

Architect UNKNOYY

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboard and

patterned shingle
Out bui I dings garage —NC

Maj or Alterations (with dates)

none

Condi tion good

Moved 1o Date H/a -
Acreage 0O UM/ e 10. 300 sg. ft. [U-brl
Setting Overl ooking t hecCharles

River, this house i spart of
Crescent St'sremarkable collection

of veil preserved, veil designed
Queen Annehouses.
Recorded by Edward W Gordon
Organi zation Wal t ham Historical GComr

Dat e June. 1986
revised by C Jenkins 3/88



NATI ONAL REQ STER CRI TERI A STATEMENT (if applicable)

357 Crescent Street provides aglinpse of awell-to-dolate 19th c. Anerican
V@l t ham Wat ch Gonpany foreman's hone. This house, with its irregular form
conpl ex roof configuration, richly ornamented entrance porch, stained glass
transoms, and picturesque, conically-cappedcorner towers, ranks anong the nost
el aborate exanples of t he Queen Amne style inVltham .Asareflection of the de-
vel opnent of the South Side by the"Wtch" i nthesecond half of thel9th century, '
and as awell-detailed and wel | -preserved exanpl e of the Queen Anne style, 35/
Crescent Street meets criteria Aand Cof the National Register of Historic Places.

It possesses inteeritv of location, design setting, materials "o\
ARCH TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE Describe important architectural

evaluate i nterms of other buildings within the commnity. MY\ associ ation,

Thi s house ranks anong the nost el aborate exanpl es of t he Queen Anne style
in Wl tham possessing anirregular plan characterized by projecting__
porches, bays, oriels and conically-cappedcorner tower. This house i s sheathed
in clapboards and patterned shingles. Particularly noteworthy i sits front
- porch with paneled chanfered . posts, and medallions at t he porch s entablature
and pedi mente”roof. Theoriginal multi-panel double-doors areflanked by
| arge, arched windows, with colorful staired glass fanlights. I n addition to the
 alternating courses of clapboards and patterned shingles, this house features
vertical and horizontal "stick" work above the2nd floor w ndows, of the main
and side facades. Projecting fromthe northeast corner i s asquare 2-story bay,
with alunette window at the bay's gable (lunette NN A
and stick panelling froma sunburst motif characteristic of the Queen Anne
TTTATOR i t kM- SIGNLFI CANCE  Explain therole owners played i nlocal or state
history and howthebuilding relates t othe devel opment of the comunity.

#357 Crescent Street synbolizes, i ndonestic architectural terns, thelate
19th century prosperity of theArerican WAl thamWatch Gonpany. Deeds and Vét er
Departnent records indicate that the house was built, in 1892. Qn April 9, 1892,
Frank W W%t her bee purchased this house from George L.-Q ney. J'™ ,
A ney/ Wt her bee deed does not nention buildings onthis property (Mddl ese. Deed
2155-  417), but buildings arenentioned i na nortgage deed between Wt her bee and
a WlliamEarl Allen, onNov 3, 1892. ($5,000 nortgage for three years at 5% ) .
Frank W W\t her bee, formeraan, dial dept., American WAlthamWtch CGo. f i ~ "t
Usted at this address i n1893. Prior totheearly 1890's, Wtherbee lived at
72 Taylor Street and worked for EW Wt herbee, dial manufacturer, rear 42

Crescent Street. Frank Wetherbee |ived at 357 Crescent Street until at |east
1915.

See also fornms # 41, 58, 121, 150, 173for simliar architectural designs.

Bl BLI OGRAPHY and/ or REFERENCES

8/ 85
' Véter Dept. records
1931: 494, 1862 =250, 1846..152, 1087 =273

Wil thamDirectories- 1880's, 1890's, 1900's



Wet her bee House

ARCH TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE, 357 Crescent Street, continued

Projecting from t he southeast corner i sa 3-level tower, with a 4-bay loggiaat
the 3rdlevel. Theconically-capped tower retains i tsslate shingles and copper
finial. The central portion of this house i scro®vTied by a hip-roof. I n the
center of themin facade's roof slope, i sa double dormer. Rectangular panels
containing oval, stain glass wi ndows, appear onthefirst floor of thenorth and

south walls.
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WALTHAM, MA MRA

Frank W. Wetherbee House
357 Crescent Street

1" = 100'

1975; updated to 1987
Watham Engineering Dept

#76-8
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