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1+ Name of Property
higoric name Cogswell's Grant (preferred)
Othar names/site number Boyd / Little Farm

2. Location
street & number 60 Spring Street N “Al not for publication
city, town Essex N Al vicinity
sate M assachusetts code MA county Essex code 009 zip code 01929
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
private [x] building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
| Ipublic-local | ldistrict 3 1 buildings
I I public-State I Isite sites
I I public-Federal I Istructure structures
I lobject objects
1 Totd
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
N/A listed In the National Register 0

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

[ZI nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.

Sgnaure doatifying offidia Execultiivet < isetor; M assachusetts Hiistoriicall Bas  Comn[lgsion:
State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date
State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:

Entered lutij"

|~~1"entered in the National Register.
I | See continuation sheet,
[*determined eligible for the National
Register. Q See continuation sheet.
Undetermined not eligible for the
National Register.

I Iremoved from the National Register,
n other, (explain:)

.Ngriature of the Keeper Date of Action



Cogswel | 's Grant, Essex, Massachusetts

6 Functionor Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)

Donmestic / Single Dwelling

Agriculture / Agricultural field
Animal Facilities
Agricultural Outbuilding

7. Dexription
Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Col onial / New England Col onial, Georgian

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

Current Functions sente_r categories from ingtructions)
Domestic Singlé Dwelling

Agriculture / Agricultural field
Ani mal Facilities
Agriucltural Outbuilding

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation Stone
wdls Wood, Clapboard. Shingle

roof Asphalt
other

Cogswel I's Grant i sa farm of approximately 165 acres |located i nEssex,
Massachusetts, between t heeast end of Spring Street andt hewest bank of the
Essex River. The building conplex consists of a farmhouse with three
outbuildings. A large barn (1874) with cowbarn el | (m d-18th century) anda
salt haybam (ca. 1730) flank thefarnmhouse t ot henorthwest and northeast.

The buildings areclustered i nthenorth-central portion of theproperty,

whi ch consists of cultivated pastures,
It conprises roughly half of anoriginal
to John Cogswel | (1592-1669), original

rolling fields, marsh, and woodl ands.
grant by t he Town of Ipswich i n 1636
settler of Essex, or Chebacco, as it

was first known. The farmhouse i sset back approximately 50 feet from the end
of thedrive. [Itisa21/2-story, double-pile, central-hall, framed

structure with ridge roof, twogreat

end chi meys, and a two-storyel |

extending t othenorthwest. I nitsplan andsimplicity, thehouse appearst o
be atypical exanple of md-18th century vernacular i nrural Essex. |t was,
however, built i ntwophases. The west endwas built ca. 1730 by Jonat han

Cogswel |, Jr. (1687-1752), great-grandson

of theoriginal John, t owhomthe

| and was granted i n1636. | 't i sbelieved that Jonathan took down his

grandfather Wlliams (1619-1687) original
and built a larger one, retaining, however,

house (ca. 1651-1687) onthis site
t he 16-foot-wide endchimmey with

its four great fireplacesand sone timbering i nthecellar. Theeast end was
built ca. 1750-1751, resulting I nthepresent structurecontaining

doubl e-framed walls at t hepoint of junction, a central-hall plan, andtwo end
chimeys. Apart from theca. 1839raising of theleanto roof into a two-story
ell and t he 1937-1938 two-room additiontotheell, there have been no
structural changes nade t ot he house since ca. 1750-1751, norto the
outbuildings since their erection. Theland i salso remarkably

wel | -preserved, retaining not only itsessential 17th-century configuration
and characteristics, but also its17th-century functionas an active farm

The farmhouse i ssituated ona terraced bluff planted with magnolia and copper
beech trees dating from themd-19th century andi senclosed by a stone wall.
[t isoriented t othesouthwest, overlooking approximately 2100 acres of
pasture, marsh, woodl and, theold damsite andthesite of old shipyards. To
the east, a collar of marshland slopes down into theEssex River. Behindthe
house (to thenorth) i sapartially buried m Il stone, believed t obe one of
the grinding stones from W lliam Cogswell's malt house, anearly privy, and a
nodern grape arbor. Beyond ar e hay pastures that range in elevationfromO-30
feet. Hog Island canbe seen i nthedistance, approximately a mle anda half

Pn See continuation sheet
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north of the house. Weést of Spring Street is an inactive apple orchard and a
high field.

The |andscape retains many of its18th and 19th century features.
Approximately 2 1/2 mles of stone walls border the property and mark pastures
that were originally, and continue to be, cultivated primarily for hay. Three
well sites have been identified; one southeast of the main house, another in
the courtyard northwest of the main house ell, and the third under the current
"Large Barn." The shadow of a dam first breached in 1898 can still be seen
at the nouth of the creek bordering the south side of the property. Apart
from the house and outbuildings, there are no residential structures on the
property, although residential devel opment occurs south, along Spring Street.

The outbuildings are located to the northwest and northeast of the
house. The large, two-story barn to the northwest was built in 1874 ltis
rectangular in plan, sheathed in clapboard, and surmounted by a ridge roof
with cupola and weathervane in the center. Attached to i tare tw 1 1/2-story
cowbarns; from early timbering inside, these appear to have been built in the
18th century, and also feature clapboarding, ridge roof, and cupola. Another
shingled barn stands to the northeast of the house. Originally known as the
“cider barn," or "salt hay barn," i twas built ca. 1730, has a ridge roof and
a two-car garage ell, built 1937-1938.

The dwelling house is a 2 1/2-story rectangular block with a 2-story
double el | extending to the rear (northwest). The main block rests on a
granite foundation (ca. 1730/ca. 1750-1751) and contains a full basement.
Jonat han Cogswell, Jr., great-grandson of John, Sr., to whomthe |and was
granted in 1636, built the west end ca. 1730, presumably reusing the chimey
with itsfour great fireplaces and sone beans in the cellar of his grandfather
W lliam Cogswell's house of ca, 1651-1687. The east end was added ca.
1750-1751, resulting in the present double-pile, central-hall plan with two
end chimeys. A rear lean-to for the summer kitchen was also added around
this time, and itsoak timbering remains behind the clapboarding of the
present two-story ell, which AdamBoyd built ca. 1839 by raising the roof of
the old lean-to. The two-story addition off that was added by the present
owners 1937-1938.

The main block and early el | are constructed of heavy timbering, sheathed
on three sides with (mostly original) |apped clapboards which were repainted
1937-1938 in 18th century colors.

The roof is a simple ridge type, constructed of lapped purlins and
vertical boarding. |tws originally sheathed with wooden shingles and is now
covered with asphalt shingles (before 1937). Tw large, rectangular brick

(continued)
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chimeys rise through the ridge at the west and east ends of the mamin block,
and are laid inclay, rather than the lime mortar usual for their periods.

The west chimmey is 16 feet wide, and dates from ca. 1651-1687, perhaps a part
of the original house that John Cogswell incorporated into his new one, ca.
1730.  The east chimey is slightly narrower and was built during the ca.
1750- 1751 phase of construction. The w de roof coving on the main block and
first el | ws added ca. 1839 by Adam Boyd. Another, smaller brick chimey
rises through the ridge roof of the ell, at the point where tw roons
intersected.

The house is trimmed with plain cornerboards and a plain cornice.
Wndows have sinple architraves and contain 6/6, 9/6, or 99 double-hung sash
of various dates. There are no shutters. The front entry features a
board- and-batten door with plain janbs and shallow projecting doorhead. The
door, a 1937 replacement of the Victoriandoor with bracketed pedinent from
the Boyd period, dates from the 18th century.

The south, or front, elevationis six bays wide containing from west to
east at the first story, three windows, the entry and tw w ndows. Six
wi ndows of slightly smaller proportions are placed directly above these six
openings at the second story and are framed into the cornice. Wndows contain
6/6 doubl e-hung sash.

The east elevationis four bays wi de, with wi ndow openings at the first
and fourth bays on the first and second levels, and at the second and third
bays on the attic story. Those in the fourth bay contain 99 double-hung sash
(ca. 1750-1751), while the others contain 66 and are probably a product of
the Boyd era.

Fromthe rear or north elevation project the el | extensions of ca. 1839
and 1938 and an enclosed porch, 1937-1938. O this face, el land main block
are shingled and painted grey (before 1937). The older section of theel |
(gable end visible) features an asymmetrical arrangenent of one w ndow on each
floor. An enclosed, partially shingled porch with shed roof, off-center
entry, and tw w ndows abuts the newer section of the ell. The rear elevation
of the main block contains five symmetrically placed windows on each |evel,
with 99 double-hung sash (ca. 1751-1752) on the first level and 96 on the
second |evel.

The gabled west elevation of the main block contains two 6/6 double-hung
sash windows on the attic story. Projecting one bay to the west and tw bays
to the north is the "old kitchen" el | (ca. 1839) with wi de coving, shed roof,
and clapboarding. O the gabled side the "side entry" features a
board- and-batten door (a 1938 replacement of the 19th-century door) with
transom |ights.

(continued)
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Behind this door is the gabled addition to the el |l (1937-1938) with four,
regularly spaced wi ndows, three on the second level and one on the first level.

Despite a seemngly straightforward, double-pile, central-hall plan (see
floor plan), the various periods of construction and ownership are nore
evident on the interior than the exterior. |In nbst cases, the west roons,
built ca. 1730, exhibit: plastered ceilings with exposed summerbeans;
plastered, white-washed walls; and nost significantly, straight-sided end
fireplaces of great proportions. Those on the first floor have rear ovens and
| ambs-tongue stops on chanfered lintels, remains of |ug-poles now hidden by
paneling with heavy bolection moldings, and snoke panels that are similar to
those in the Hart House (1640) of Ipswich. Flues are lined with a mxture of
clay and chopped marsh grass. The l|argest of these, the fireplace in the
dining room is one of the largest in eastern Massachusetts. |t ws uncovered
during the 1937-1938 restoration from behind tw smaller, coved fireplaces.
The west end fireplaces are believed to be the remains of the first house on
this site, built by Jonathan, Jr.'s grandfather, WIIliam

The roons on the east side of the house retain features of both their
construction date (ca. 1750-1751), and remodeling (ca. 1839), with their
m d- 18t h-century details (cornices, paneling, bolection and beaded mol dings),
smal ler fireplaces, which are coved and set in beveled corners (ca.
1750-1751), plaster ceilings which conceal the sumrerbeam and, in the
northeast parlor, simple, dadoed walls. The only exception occurs in the
sout heast bedroom where a deteriorated plastered ceilingws stripped in
1937-1938 to reveal the bare joists and beans of the period 1750-1751 to ca.
1839. During this 89-year period the roomwas referred to as the "unfinished
room" In the 1937-1938 restoration, Victorian details were renoved, and the
roomws returned to its pre-1839 condition.

The various building periods are also evident in the cellar, where sone
of the original 17th-century timbering survives—two chanfered summerbeans and
sone floor joist mortises which Abbott Lowell Qumm ngs, in his book The Franed
Houses of Massachusetts Bay, 1625-1725, called "virtually unique" in being
wel | -preserved designs for bare-faced soffit tenons. The chinmmey supports on
either side also vary, owing to the introduction of a brick arch between the
foundation and east chimey.

O her notable features include the stairhall, with its unusual
arrangenent of front and rear staircases. The front one is straight; the rear
one is winding, and nay have been used by servants since i t cannot be easily
seen from the front entry. Both are closed stringwith early (ca.  1730)
bal usters.

The painted panels in the stairhall, southwest parlor, and southwest

(continued)
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chamber are rare exanples of early tomd-18th-century decorative graining,
whi ch was commonly painted by itinerants i nreturn for roomand board. Sone
of the original rose-colored, cedar-grained paneling remains untouched above
the fireplace i nthe southwest chanber. The rest of the decorative finishes
in that room and i nthe other rooms, were analyzed and repainted to match the
original finishes i n1937-1938 by Esther Stevens Brazer, a well-known student
of early American decorative painting.

Finally, Jonathan Cogswell's 1752 inventory referredtothe "little
roons." These spaces contain certain unusual features, such as the built-in
shelving i nthe study of f the southwest parlor and the space between the end
chimey and the outer wall of the house that i s accessible through a small
door i nthecloset of fthe kitchen chanber. The width of the space between
the chimey and the outer wall | s defined by two ovens that protrude behind
the kitchen fireplace.

(continued)
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Archaeol ogi cal Description

Research potential for both prehistoric and historic resources is high on
the Cogswell Grant property. MWhile no prehistoric sites are currently
recorded on the grant, evidence exists that sites are present. At l|east five
prehistoric sites border the property and may extend into it. Twelve sites
are reported inthe general area (within one mile). Coastal Essex County,
including the Cogswell Gant |ocale, maintains one of the highest prehistoric
site densities in Massachusetts. Limted surface collecting and subsurface
testing by the Peabody Museum Salemon high ground north of the house has
al so produced Native American artifacts dating to Archaic and Wodl and
periods. Simlar artifacts reported from the Cogswell Grant have also been
viewed by MC staff menbers while conducting a site visit on the property.
Each of these factors and the physical characteristics of the property high,
wel | drained terraces and knolls bordering the Essex River Wetlands, tidal
creeks, and the river itself, indicatefavorable locational criteria for
native settlement and subsistence activities. Gven the above information,
the size of the grant (165 acres) and |imited subsurface disturbances we can
definitely say prehistoric sites are present and that nore sites probably
exist.

There is also a high potential for significant historical archaeol ogical
remains within the grant. \While portions of the original 17th century home
were incorporated into the existing house, structural remains of the earlier
house, ruch of which was dismantled, nay exist around the present house.
Structural remmins of a 17th century barn, malt house and other outbuildings
my also exist. Archaeological survivals of 17th and 18th century

occupational related features (trash pits, privies, wells) are also likely
around the existing house and barns. (e known privy and well are present
near the existing md-18th century cow barn, others are likely present. Gven
limted post-18th century additions to the farm the retentionof it's 17th
century configurationand functionas an active farm a high potential exists
for 17th and 18th-century donmestic and agriculture remains.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

I I nationally d] statewide [x] locally
Applicable National Register Criteria [XIA PAB |T|C 1| |D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) " A QC QE OF I |G
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance
Agriculture 1636- 1940

Architecture
Conservation

Cultural Affiliation

Significant Person Architect/Builder

Little, Bertram K. and Nina Fletcher I

Significant Dates
1636- 1 6«7;
1730-1 701
1937- 193«

nknnwn

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

Cogswel | 's Grant, Essex, Massachusetts, i sa rare surviving exanple of a

17th-century Town Grant preserving itsessentially original

configuration, its

primarily agricultural function, and a substantial portionof itsoriginal
acreage. Consisting of approximately 165 acres located between t hecenter of

Essex and t he Essex River, i t comprises roughly half of a 30
in 1636 by t he Town of Ipswich t oJohn Cogswell, an early se
Architecturally, iti simportant (1) for thelntegrity of it
farmhouse, which incorporates remants of thel7th-century h

0-acre grant nade
ttler of Ipswich,
s 18th-century

ouse on this site,

and has seen no major structural changes, (2) as a rare surviving exanpl e of

an early 18th-century farmhouse i n Essex, (3
center-hall type with two end chi mmeys, and (
and interior features.

) f
4) for certain

From 1636 until 1984, Cogswell's Grant had only four owners;

or i t sunusual plan—a

unusual structural

t he Cogswel |

Fam |y (1636-1839), thelocal shipbuilder, AdamBoyd (1839-1925), Arthur Dana

Story (1925-1937), and Bertram K Little and Nina F. Little
owners were promnent figuresi ntheconmmunity of Essex, whi
in 1819. Wen thelittles purchased theproperty i n1937, t
enhanced t heintegrity of thehouse through their sensitive

(1937-1984). Al |
ch becane a town
hey considerably
and schol arly

restoration of 1937-1938. Bertram and Nina Little arealso distinguished

students of American culture who have nmade t he house at Cogs
focus of an internationally known collection of early Americ
In 1984 thelittles deeded Cogswell's Grant tothe Society f
Preservation of New England Antiquities, thelargest and old

well's Grant t he
an country art.
orthe

est regional

preservation organizationi ntheUnited States. Finally, theproximty of the
land t otheAtlantic coast, and it sundisturbed character makes i tlikely to
yield archaeol ogical informationi nboth theprehistoric and historic areas.

Cogswel | Grant i ssignificant both as a remarkably intact co

astal farm dating

to the md 17th century and as an outstanding exanple of sensitive restoration
techniques of themd 20th century. Wth inmportant dates within a general
period of significance 1636-1939 of 1636-1687, 1730-1751, and 1937-1938,

|xISee continuation sheet



9. Major Bibliographical References

Previous documentation on file (NPS):
| Ipreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)
has been requested
I previously listed in the National Register
Ipreviously determined eligible by the National Register
Idesignated a National Historic Landmark
Irecorded by Historic American Buildings
Survey #
| Irecorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

10. Geographical Data
Acresge of proparty  Approximately 165 acres

UTM References

AIMM 1T, 3 L L J L
Zone Easting Northing
cL~” I J L J L

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary of Cogswell's Grant
Plan of Land i nEssex, Mass,
Nov.

Book 7619, Page 052.

Boundary Justification

The boundary
have historically been part
cultivated i nessentially the same manner

includes farmhouse,

11. Form Prepared By
nameftitte Chris carvajal,

organization M assachusetts Historical
street & number 80 Boylston Street
Boston

city or town

B

DI

i s shown on t heacconmpnaying map entitled
by Hancock survey Assoc.,
tothe Society for thepreservation of
Registry of Deeds.

Prepared for Nina F.
10, 1984, and i sthe sane as |and deeded
New England Antiquities as recordedwith the Essex South District

outbuildings,
of Cogswell's Grant.
since theearly 18thcentury.

Pn See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data:
[x] State historic preservation office
| 1Other State agency

| |Federal agency

| ILocal government

I I'University

[x] Other

Specify repository:

MHC SPNEA Archives

J L L J

J _
Zone  Easting Northing
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See continuation sheet

Little"

| |See continuation sheet

fields, woods and marshland
This acreage has been acitvely

| |See continuation sheet

date November, 1989
telephone (617) 727-8470
.gdate MA zip code

"Conpi | ed

that

Lynne Spancer & Lisa Byers with Betsy Friedberg. NR Director
Commission
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Cogswel | Grant retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials,

wor kmanshi p, feeling, and association, and fulfils Criteria A B and C of

National Register on thelocal |level.

The Land

Essex, originally part of Ipswich, began t o be settled i n1634. Early

t he

industries were agriculture, fishing, and shipbuilding. Wat i snow known as

Cogswel | "s Grant conprises roughly half (approx. 165 acres) of an original
[and grant of 300 acres made i n1636 by t he Town of Ipswich toone of its
first settlers, John Cogswell (1592-1669). The original 300 acre grant was
bounded on t henorth by what i stoday called the Soginese Creek, on t hewest

by theMain Road from Ipswich t oG oucester (Wse Avenue), and on t heeast by

the Essex River. The southern boundary ranroughly 1000 feet north of the
house

current Main Street. The current 165 acre portion includes theoriginal

site and was configured between 1700 and 1717. The house stands next to the

former main road (until 1698) from Ipswich toGloucester, and thus theland
held a prominent position i nthesettlement and early devel opnent of Essex.
Part of this road survives today and i scalled "Strawberry Lane." The |and
has been continuously farmed since thel7th century, and i ti ssituatedi n

viewing distance of thesite of thetown's first shipyard. The size and

integrity of theparcel nakes i t a rare and remarkably intact exanple of an

original land grant which continues t obe farmed after nore than three

centuries. The land lies west of t heEssex River, near thesite of thetown's

first shipyard, and east of thetown center.

The Buil dings

The farmhouse and outbuildings areinmportant not only as well-preserved

exanmpl es of 18th and 19th century vernacular architecturebut becauset he

farmhouse incorporates certain features of thefirst Cogswell house on this

site, Wlliam Cogswell's house of ca. 1651-1687. | n 1657, John Cogswel |

deeded t he 300 acres t ohis youngest son, W /lliam who dwelled there with his

famly for 39 years. 1 nl1687, WIlliamdivided theland among his four sons.

He specified that after his death, his youngest, Jonathan, should receivethe

dwel ling house and 80 acres of theproperty i nquestion. | twas Jonathan's
son, Jonathan, Jr. (1687-1752), who after inheriting thedwelling housei n

1717 presumably took i t down and built another (ca. 1730) house uponits
remains. This was thewest end of thepresent house, which i ssaidto

incorporate thel7th-century end chimmey with itsfour great fireplaces and

sone rare 17th-century timbering featuring floor joist mortises for bare-faced

soffit tenons i nthecellar.

The present arrangenment of a center-hall and two end chi meys resul ted
when t heeast end of t hehouse was built ca. 1750-1751. This i sunusual for

its period and locale as i sthecenter-hall arrangement of front and rear

(continued)
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staircases. The time [ag inthe conpletionof the house beconmes an important
indicator of certain subtle structural and stylistic changes occurring over
the course of 20 years—most evident inthe fireplaces, which, inthe east
roons, are nmuch smaller than those i nthe west roons, have coved sides, nore
delicate bolection moldings, and stand i n bevel ed corners.

The painted paneling inthe hall, southwest parlor, and particularly in
the sout hwest chanber are rare exanples of 18th-centurygraining comonly
painted i n houses by itinerants inreturn for roomand board. Those above the
fireplace i nthe southwest chanber showthe original finish. OCbtained after
scraping the panels of layers of later paint, they appear to date fromthe
sane period as those i nthe Warner House (ca. 1720) of Portsmouth, New
Hampshire.  Those i nthe hall and southwest parlor and chamber were repainted
in 1937-1938 by Esther Stevens Brazer of New York, a distinguished student of
early American painted decoration, who scraped sanmple areas as evidence and
then m xed her own paints to match the original colors.

The Cogswells, Boyds, and Storys

The integrity of Cogswell's Grant owes sonething to the fact that i nnore
than three centuries, the property has changed hands only four times.
Moreover, all of the famlies who owned it made significant contributions to
the devel opment of Essex County for two centuries. John Cogswell, the early
settler to whomthe Town of |pswichrmade the grant i n 1636, was a native i n
[ pswich i n1635. His son WIliam becane one of the nost p'ronminent nen in
town. An important |andowner, he donated the ground on which the first
meetinghouse was erected and was instrumental i n persuading the CGeneral Court
to decl are Chebacco (now Essex) a parish of Ipswich. Through the 18th
century, the famly produced several Justices of the Peace, magistrates, and
soldiers. Later descendants include Addison Cogswell (b. 1815), who hel ped
introduce the shoe industry to Essex, Ralph Wl do Emerson, and Oliver Wendell
Hol nes, as well as nost of the Cogswells living inthe United States today.

Adam Boyd and his famly owned the farmfrom 1839 to 1925. Boyd was a

prom nent shipbuilder, as was the next owner, Arthur Dana Story (1925-1937).
Both Boyd's and Story's shipyards were located al ong the Essex River near the
center of town, and thus reflect Essex's prosperous shipbuilding trade, which
lasted well into the 20th century. The alterations nade by Boyd ca. 1839 tell
us something of the lifestyle of a prosperous gentleman of his time and
place. | twas he who "finished" the east rooms by plastering over their
summer beans and adding nore el aborate detailing tothe walls. H isprobably
al so responsible for landscaping the front yard and planting varieties of
ornamental trees. | tis known that he raised peacocks and sold their meat in
Boston markets for $I/pound.

(continued)
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The Littles

Under t heaegis of thelast owners, BertramK and Nina F. Little, the
full significance of Cogswell's Grant has come tolight. The Littles are
di stinguished students of American culture who have made Cogswell's Grant t he
focus of an Internationally known collection of early American country art.

Al though thecollection represents a collaborative effort, it i sNna
Fletcher Little who has distinguished herself through her many publication and
semnars. Since the1930s Ms. Little has published si x books and nore than
40 articles on early American artists, painting, ceramcs, furniture,
architecture and history. Testinmony toher popularity and stature i n the
field i sthefact that her first book, American DecorativeWall Painting;
1700- 1850, first published i n1952, was republished i nan enlarged editioni n
1972, and then again i npaperback i n1989. I ntheintroduction tothe 1952
edition, Marshall B. Davidson of theMetropolitan Miseum of Art states that
anong t hescholars of early American decorative arts, " | know of no one nore
tireless, no.one who has contributed nore through her field work andresearch
than Nina Fletcher Little."

The Littles arealso highly regarded i nthefield of historic
preservation for their leadership andclarity. Bertramlittle servedfor
twenty-one years as theDirector of the Society for thePreservation of New
England Antiquities, and served as one of thefirst officers on the Conmttee
of Standards and Surveys of theNational Council for Historic Sites and
Buildings. | naddition, thelittles' exhaustiveresearchinto thehistory of
the buildings and property and astute restoration of the Cogswell Housei n
1937-1938 provides a superior exanple of state-of-the-art restoration
techni ques during thepre-war period.

In sum Cogswell's Grant was and renmains an important and integral part
of Essex's historical fabric. As such, it makes a significant contributionto
our understanding of t hedevel opnment of eastern Massachusetts.

(continued)
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Archaeol ogi cal Significance

Vhile nunerous prehistoric sites have been recorded i nEssex, the
generally | owlevel of documentation for these sites enables only a general
Interpretation of thepatterns of prehistoric occupation forthetown. Any
surviving sites i nEssex with thepotential for systematic study could be
significant. Sites i nthis area offer thepotential for an analysisof
coastal settlement and subsistence during | ater Wodl and periods and a
compari son of inland versus coastal sites as theresult of sealevel rise.
Sea | evel was nmuch [ower during thePaleo-Indlan and Archaic Periods resulting
in Essex area sites occupying inland locations. As a result, sites offer the
potential foran analysis of changing settlement and subsistence through time
in thetown of Essex and, at a larger scale, along thepresent day coast al
zone. Coastal prehistoric sites i nthis area rmay also be important fora full
understanding of prehistoric settlement and subsistence along t he Merrinmack
Ri ver ecosystem

Historic archaeol ogical remains described above have t hepotential for
providing detailed Informationon thechanging social, cultural and econom c
patterns that characterizedlife on a continually operated coastal farm from
the 17thcentury tothepresent. Historic survivals have t hepotential for
reconstructing thel7thcentury farmfor which only portions of theoriginal
house and t hegeneral |ayout of thefarm survive. Careful analysis of 17th
and 18th century structural renmains and occupational related featurescan
provide informationon |ifeways and agricultural practicesat thefarm and how
these practices changed through time. This informationcan be inmportant as
the |and of individuals who owned and lived on t hefarm as well asthe
relationship of thefarmand it sinhabitants within thehistoric devel opnent
of Essex and overall devel opment of t he New England agricultural econony at
the local and regional level.

Since both prehistoric andhistoric resources have been shown t oexist on
the Cogswell Grant, systematic archaeol ogical testing should be undertaken t o
further identity these conponents. Archaeological testing will be critical
prior toany |andscaping or other devel opment (roads, septic, etc.) toensure
that prehistoric andhistoric survivals arenot destroyed.

(end)
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Qumm ngs, Abbott Lowell.

The Framed Houses of Massachusetts Bay, 1625-1725.
(Canbridge and London:

Bel knap Press, 1979), pp. 65, 66, 117.

History of Essex County, Mass., with Biographical Sketches of Many of its

Pioneers and Prom nent Mn; Vol. 2. (Philadelphia: JW Lewis & Co.,
1888), pp. 1153-1210.

Little, Nina Fletcher. "Finding the Records of an Od House." dd-Time New
Engl and, Vol . 40, October 1949, pp. 145-148.
"John Cogswell's Grant and Sonme of the Houses Thereon,
1636-1839." [Essex Institute Historical Collections, Vol. 76, 1940, pp.
152-173.

Pratt, Richard and Dorothy. The Second Treasury of Early American Hones.
(New York: Hawthorn Books, 1954), pp. 38-41.

Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquities. Library. Clipping
File.

Library. Mcrofilm Collection.
Li brary. Photograph Files.

. Properties Departnent. Taped
interview with the Littles. August 4, 1976; Septenber 17, 19&6.

Standard History of Essex County, Mass. (Boston: CF Jewett & Co., 1878).

W ncheter, Alice. "Living Wth Antiques."

Antiques, Vol . 95 February 1969,
pp. 242-251.

(end)
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March 12, 1990

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Departnment of the Interior

National Park Service

PQ Box 37127

Washi ngton, DOC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:

Encl osed please find thefollowi ng nomnation:

Cogswel | "s Grant, 60 Spring Street, Essex, Essex County, Massachusetts, 01929.
There has been no owner objectionfor theproperty listed above.

The nom nation has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been
signed by theState Historic Preservation Officer. Onmners were notified of
pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before thenmeeting and

were afforded t heopportunity t ocomment. GComrents received t odate are
attached tothenomnation form

Sincerely,

)itAAI A YA hiixyULA |

Betsy "Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

Encl osure:

MassachusattsHistorical Commission, Valerie A. Talmage, Executive Diredtar, Sate Higoric Presarvation Officer
80 Boylgon Street, Boston, Massachusatts02116  (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary
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Re-evaluation of congtruction datedue to dendrochronology

As areault of the dendrochronology testing of Cogswell's Grant in May of 2002, the condiruction
date of the western part of the building hes now been identified as 1728 and the St Hay Bam on
the property as 1719. The ressarch team condgted of Danid Miles and Michael Worthington of
the Oxford Dendrochronology Laboratory, England, with Anne Grady of the Society for the
Preservation of New England Antiquities (SPNEA) acting as liaison. Their report, cited below,
presented the following results and conclusions.

For the 2002 dendrochronology study sixteen samples were taken from four phases of
congtruction. Four samplesfrom the primary phaseof construction of the western end of the
house dated to the winter of 1727/28, suggesting that construction took place during 1728. Two
large beams that had been re-usad inthe cellar were dated to 1654 and 1655. A Historic Property
Report in 1993 hed noted physical evidence that suggested that the westem part of the house
might have been built onto an earlier sructure & the eestern end. The current eastern rooms of the
house, however, likely date fromthe 1770sor 1780s (they were not successfully dated with
dendrochronology). Anarchaeologica excavation in 1995 aong the eestern wall of the current
house confirmed a previous structure in that location.

Three samplestaken from the SAt Hay Bam on the property were also successfully dated. Two
podswere sampled and one produced a precise felling date of spring 1719. A brace was found to
have bean re-used, with afelling datein either winter of 1677 or 1678.

Thefull resuhs of the andlys's are presented in: D. W. H. Miles, M. J. Worthington, and Anne
Andrus Grady, Development of Standard Tree-Ring Chronologiesfor Dating Historic Structure
in Eastern Massachusetts, Phase |11, Interim Report 2003/9, Society for the Preservation of New
England Antiquities and Oxford Dendrochronology Laboratory, May 31, 2003. The full report
can be found a SPNEA, now known as Historic New England, and a the Massachusetts
Historical Commission.

A nateon dendrochronology dating

In recent yearstree-ring chronologies have been devdoped for eestern Massachusetts and
adjacent regions, and a number of buildings or parts of buildings have bean evaduated and given
new congruction dates due to tree-ring dating, or dendrochronology. The principle behind tree-
ring dating isasmple one: the ssasond variations in climate produce variations in growth which
ae reflected in the varying width of the annud rings of the tree. The rings in timbersfrom
historical houses ae compared with previoudy dated ring sequences from old-growth trees and
from timber from structures with well-established dates to allow precise datesto be ascribed to
each ring. Computer comparisons quantify how good the maich is between the two. A
dendrochronologist then andyzesthe results and establishesthe datethe tree wes felled. Some
caution mug be usad ininterpreting these datesto determine the construction date of a building.
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Sometimes timbers from the same congtruction phese of the same building have been felled one,
two or more years gpart. However, it was common practice to build timber-framed sructures with
green or unssesoned timber, and itis likely that constmction was completed within twelve or
eighteen months from the felling date.

(end)
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The Commonwesalth of Massachusetts
/f‘pri'fl 'hrg 5811 William Francis Galvin, Secretary ot the Commonwesalth
' Massachusetts Historical Commission
Mr. J. Paul Loether
Nationd Pak Service
National Regiger of Historic Flaces
1201 Eye Strest NW, 8™ floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:

Endaosed please find supplementary information for 34 properties previoudy listed on the
Nationd Regiger of Historic Flaces reflecting recent scholarship regarding their datesof
congtruction, basad upon dendrochronologica techniques.

These properties include:
Bogton (Suffolk County):

JamesBlake House (NRIND, 5/1/74)
Ferce House (NRIND, 4/26/74)

Cambridge (Middlesex County):
Cooper-Frost-Austin House (NRIND 9/22/72)
Dedham (Norfolk County):
Fairbanks House (NRIND, NHL, 10/15/66)

Deerfield (Franklin County):
All properties are located within the Old Deerfield Village HD (NRDIS, NHL 10/15/66)

Allen House (MHC # 20)

John Ashley House (MHC #31)

Eldad Bardwell House (MHC #23)
Bull-Williams House (MHC #47)
Childs House (MHC #53)

Frary House (MHC #13)

Eliezer Hawks House (MHC #58)
Hinsdell-Williams House (MHC # 24)
Jonathan Hoit House (MHC # 9)

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (61 7) 727-M 28
WwWw. S=C. sate, ma ugmhc



Little Brown House (MHC #79)

Moors House (MHC #39)

Nims House (MHC #12)

Russdll House (MHC #49)

Saxton House (MHC #48)

Severance House (MHC #19)

John Shddon - Hawks House (MHC #32)

Stebbins House (MHC # 36)

John Williams House (MHC # 50)
Es=x (Es=x County):

Cogswél's Grant (NRIND 4/19/90)
Gloucester (Ess=x County):

White-Ellery House (NRIND, NRTRA 3/9/90)
[First Period Buildings of Easstem MA, TRA]

Ipswich (Ess=x Coimty):
Paine-Dodge House (NRIND, NRTRA, 3/9/90
First Period Buildings of Eastem MA, TRA

Merchant-Choate House (NRDIS, NRMRA, 9/17/80)
[High Street HD]

Lexington (Middlesex County):

Hancock - Clarke House (NRIND. NHL, 7/17/71)
Millville (Worcester County):

Chegtnut Hill Meeting House (NRIND 11/13/84)
Newbury (Essex County):

Tristram Coffin House (NRIND, NRDIS, 5/24/76)
[Newbury HD]

Sdem (Ess=x County):

Eleszer Gedney House (NRDIS, 10/1/74)
[Gedney and Cox Houses HD]

Pickering House (NRDIS 8/28/73)
[Chestnut Street HD]



Sandwich (Bamgtable County):
Wing Fort House (NRIND 6/3/76)
Winthrop (Suffolk County):

Deane Winthrop House (NRIND, NRTRA 3/9/90)
[First Period Buildings of Easem MA, TRA]

Hease add the endosed continuation shedts to the existing National Register nomination

files.

Sincerdy,
IT.

Betsy Friedberg 0
Nationa Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commisson

Endosures



