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1. Name of Property

historic name Jacob C. Allen House

other names/site number

2. Location —

street & number 206 West Moore Street | [_] not for publication
city ortown _ Town of Hackettstown [ ] vicinity

state New Jersey code NJ county Warren code 041  zip code 07840

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | certify that this nomination

D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register
of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant
[ | national tatewide [ |locally. [ _] See continuation sheet for additj 7comments.

/
78 7[ 49
fying official/Title Date/ /
son, Jr., Assistant Commissioner Natural & Historic Resources/DSHPO

Signature of

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property |:| meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. I:] See continuation sheet for
additional comments.

Signature of certifying official/Title Date
State or Federal agency and bureau .
L 1
4. Nationél Park Service Certification Je 1

| hereby l'fertify that this property is: ' “|Signature of the Kegper Date of Action
entered in the National Register. Cj i > )Q‘C N / /
[ ] see continuation sheet. Y ' 3v L t{'L 9

[:l determined eligible for the
National Register.
See continuation sheet.

[] determined not eligible for the
National Register.

removed from the National
Register.

[[] other, (explain:)




Name of Property Jacob C. Allen House County and State Warren County, New Jersey

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)
[x] private building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[ ] public-local [] district 2 3 buildings
[ ] public-State [ site sites
[ ] public-Federal ' [] structure structures
[] object objects
2 3 Total
Name of related multiple property listing " Number of contributing resources previously
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) listed in the National Register
N/A 0
6. Function or Use
Historic Functions Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
DOMESTIC/ single dwelling DOMESTIC/ single dwelling
DOMESTIC/ secondary structures DOMESTIC/ secondary structures

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
Second Empire foundation Stone
walls _Shingle
roof Slate

other _Tin on wood

Brick chemnys

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



Jacob C. Allen House

Warren County, New Jersey

Name of Property County and State
8 Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the
property for National Register listing.)

D A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

[ ]B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

[ ]D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria considerations
{mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

[]A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

[[]B removed from its original location.

a birthplace or grave.

a cemetery.

a reconstructed building, object or structure.
a commemorative property.

less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture

Period of Significance
ca. 1870

Significant Dates
ca. 1870

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cuitural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Unknown

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Blbliographical References

Bibliography

(cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):
L__l preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested
previously listed in the National Register
previously determined eligible by the National
" Register

[ | designated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

D recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data
[ State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency

Federal agency

Local government

—
_ﬁ
|| Microform Room
x| Other
Name of repository:

Hackettstown Historical Society

University Columbia University — Butler Library -




Jacob C. Allen House Warren County, New Jersey

Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property Just under one acre

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1 18 514352 4522416 3
Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing

2 4
[ ] see continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameltitie Jennifer Palmer. Student

organization Drew University Historic Preservation Program date _ May 2004
street & number RD 5 Box 5213 Hillside Drive telephone  570-420-9045
city or town East Stroudsburg state _ PA zip code __ 18301

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)
name Dr. Robert and Mrs. Lynne Haberkern

street & number _ 206 West Moore Street telephone  _908-852-0196

city or town Hackettstown state _NJ zip code 07840

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to
nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties and to amend existing listings. Response to this request
is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.470 ef seq.)

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden
estimate or any aspect of this from to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington,
DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

The Jacob C. Allen House, built c.1870, is a three-story Second Empire-style house. The design of this house
was largely based on plans published in the March 1869 issue of American Agriculturist, one of the leading
farm publications of its time. The house has a symmetrical three bay front facade, featuring a one-story flat-roof
porch with a bracketed box cornice, frieze and bracketed chamfered posts. The porch posts bear on masonry
piers. The house features interior brick chimneys, and a foundation of random ashlar stone. A four-story, flat-
roofed tower with rounded arch-head windows is centered on the front of the house. The entry features paired
wood and beveled glass doors, topped by a lunette window. The mansard roof is composed of gray slate
shingles capped by replacement iron cresting. An original wrought iron hairpin fence with wood posts surrounds
much of the property. A frame outhouse with an original wood and tin roof dating from the original construction
of the house occupies the rear of the property. Three other buildings stand on the lot. A small ¢.1940s one room
gable-roofed log cabin and unusual linear gable-roofed frame garage lies to the north and west of the house. A
cedar gazebo was constructed on the property in the 1990’s, all three are non-contributing. The plans for the
Jacob C. Allen house were modified from those published in the American Agriculturist. Alterations were
common and encouraged. The kitchen was placed on the first floor, rather than in the cellar as suggested in the
plans. The arrangement of the staircases also deviated somewhat from the floor plans, though much of the
house's interior and exterior is true to the plans published in the American Agriculturist. The builder of this
house is unknown.

The house has undergone little alteration and retains its integrity from its period of construction c. 1870. The
property was owned by Jacob C. Allen and his daughters, Gertrude and Mary from c. 1870 to 1954. A projecting
bay with 1/1 windows was added by Mr. Allen on the second floor of the west elevation between 1909 and 1914
(photo 7). The icebox was removed from the kitchen in the 1950s, and double windows were installed in its
place (photo 9). The house has two ornamental fireplaces on the first floor with vents for self-rise air. Wall
partitions were added to the unfinished attic in the 1950s to add several bedrooms. A greenhouse was
constructed at the rear of the house in 1980. The building is in good condition.

This property is situated in a neighborhood with residential structures constructed from the mid 19th century to
the early 20th century. However, there are no structures in the vicinity that employ this mix of Italianate and
Second Empire styles springing from a pattern-book architecture plan. This house was constructed upon a lot
which is larger than nearly all other residential lots in this neighborhood, and retains its original wrought iron
hairpin fence (photo 18). The front of the property still has the bluestone sidewalk. Most of these sidewalks
have been removed in Hackettstown.

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION

This house exemplifies the coming into fashion of the Second Empire style. Most typical is the curved mansard
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roof. The three bay elevation with tall ground floor windows covered by a porch help to illustrate the style.
Many larger Second Empire houses incorporated some version of the tower. The paired brackets under the eves
add weight and are integral to the Italianate influence.

The front porch features scroll-sawn spandrels and paired scroll-sawn bracketed cornices (photo 4). A pair of
paneled entry doors topped by a lunette window offer access to the house. Two symmetrical back porches with
detailing matching the front porch were original to the house. Only one of these porches has survived, as the
porch along the north elevation was found to be in a severely deteriorated state and demolished (photo 9). In its
place, a one-room greenhouse was added to the rear of the house in the 1980s. The greenhouse was constructed
as a stand-alone structure abutting the house, and could easily be removed in the future without affecting the
integrity of the building.

Clapboard novelty siding sheathes this balloon-framed structure. The siding is of 10 inch boards that are 1 inch
thick, grooved at deep lap joints and in the middle of each board as specified in the American Agriculturist. A
variety of symmetrically placed windows admit light to the house, most of them original to the house's
construction. Most of the windows are 1/1 double hung sash windows throughout the residence. The second
story features paired windows with rounded hoods (photo 2). The shutters are original to the house. The third
(attic) story features 2/2 double hung sash dormer windows with rounded hood moldings on all elevations
(photo 3).

The tower windows have louvered shutters that enable someone to observe passersby without being seen from
the outside of the house. An unusual red porthole dormer window is also situated on opposite sides of the tower
(photo 3). :

The house has a concave mansard roof with hexagonal gray slate shingles. The horizontal roof surface is tin
coated wood. The eaves beneath the roof feature paired decorative brackets along the cornice. Ornate iron
cresting decorates the ridge of the roof (photo 3). This is an element of many Second Empire houses, but is
absent from the Agriculturists illustration. The siding on the tower is fish scale (photo 3).

INTERIOR DESCRIPTION

Four panel recessed doors admit entry to interior spaces. The wood frames are 8 %z inches wide. The painted
baseboard molding is 10 inches wide. Interior walls of the house are finished with painted plaster over lath, with
several rooms in the attic having modern partitions of painted gypsum wallboard. All flooring in the house is
oak or pine, with tile in the bathrooms. Decorative oak parquet flooring is featured on the first floor in the entry
hall and west parlor and is also found in one bedroom on the second floor. All other flooring is of wide board or
pumpkin pine. The attic floorboards are rough pine, which has only been finished recently.
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Cellar

The cellar walls are constructed of stone. The cellar is divided into several spaces. One unheated portion was
the cold or root cellar. Another space received coal for heating, and its coal chute is still present. Self-rise air
heat provided by two coal stoves in the basement were in use until the 1950s when the house received
mechanical updates in heating and electrical wiring. Portions of the cellar are currently used for storage. The
ceiling of the cellar is approximately 8 !z feet in height. The kitchen was included within the first story of the
house, rather than in the cellar as the floor plans of the American Agriculturist suggested.

First Story

The first story floor plan includes an entry, symmetrical front parlors, a dining room, kitchen and bathroom. The
ceilings of the first story are approximately 11 % feet in height as suggested in the American Agriculturist.
Plaster crown molding one foot wide of four different patterns is found in the different first floor rooms. The
main staircase leads from the front entry to the second floor, and is composed of finished walnut with a
decorative newel post (photo 11 & 12). The flooring in the hallway is of red oak in a baske-weave pattern. A
back stairway behind the kitchen leads to the second floor. The last few steps in the back stairway have been
turned 180 degrees to free up additional space and now face into the kitchen rather than towards the rear of the

~ house.

East Parlor

The East Parlor is entered by 8 %2 foot double doors. There is an original white curved marble mantle over a
vented grate used to direct the rising hot air. A high relief very ornate plaster medallion approximately 4 by 8
feet is in the center of the room. This was the formal parlor.

West Parlor

A matching pair of entry doors open into the West Parlor. An oak mantle with a beveled mirror is a focus of the
room. This fireplace also has movable vents to direct the rising hot air. Pink and green ceramic tiles surround
the opening (photo 16). A three-foot-round plaster medallion depicts acanthus leaves. The floor is of red oak in
a herringbone pattern (photo 14). As recommended in the American Agriculturist there is a three window bay,
“to break up the barn like look of the exterior.”

Dining Room

The dining room also has a three window bay. The oval plaster medallion in this room is approximately two feet
by three feet. An acanthus leaf motif is used here as well. Most of one wall in the dining room has original
custom built in storage cabinets. Behind one set of these doors was the pass through to the adjoining kitchen.

Second Story

The ceiling of the second story is approximately 9 2 feet in height. The second story is comprised of four
bedrooms, a bathroom, and small storage room that lies beneath the tower. There is no entry to the tower from
second floor. The northwest bedroom retains the original arched area with sink (photo 7). An additional feature
of this bedroom is a curved wall to allow for more space in the bathroom. In approximately 1902 a boxed four
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window bay was added. The tops of these windows have diamond design panes of glass (photo 7). There is a
walk in closet as well as a closet that communicates to the southwest bedroom. The southwest bedroom also has
the arched alcove with sink. There is a small storage room that can only be accessed from this bedroom. Each of
the remaining bedrooms on this floor has a large walk in closet. The continuation of the staircase continues the
length of the hall (photo 13). The back staircase is accessed from the hall.

Third Story

The ceiling the third story or attic is approximately 8 feet in height. This floor was originally left unfinished and
was used for storage. Wall partitions were included in the floor's original construction, breaking up the attic
space into several rooms. Though all of this space was not originally broken up into distinct rooms, the
northeast bedroom has a 9 foot ceiling and plaster walls. The woodwork is quite plain and had never been
painted. Partitions were constructed in the 1950s that divided the attic into rooms as indicated in the original

- plans. The main staircase continues up into the attic at a steeper pitch. A water tank that was included as part of
the floor plans in the American Agriculturist was not implemented in the attic. This was not necessary, as
Hackettstown had a public supply of water at the time of the house's construction. Four bedroom or storage
rooms are present on the third story, with an additional small bathroom above the first and second floor
bathrooms. Access to the tower is provided via a small room with a steep ladder stairway.

Tower

The fourth-story tower is crowned with ornate cresting. This was not included in the Agriculturist plan, but is
often found in Second Empire buildings. There are four paired shuttered windows one on each side of the tower.
Fish scale siding has been used. Some unusual enhancements that are identical to the prototype in the American
Agriculturist are the triple and bulls eye windows and the chevron-motif frieze. The interior of the tower is
unplastered, the frame construction and lathwork thus being visible. The tower has two levels. On the lower
level there is a waist high platform that was used for trunk storage. The upper level permits access to the tower
roof. From its windows it also affords views of the surrounding neighborhood.

OUTBUILDINGS

A wrought iron hairpin fence with wood posts surrounds much of the property. A frame outhouse with a tin on
wood roof dating to the original construction of the house occupies the rear of the property. This outhouse was
moved from its original location in the 1980s. Three noncontributing structures reside on the lot. A small
¢.1940s one room gable-roofed log cabin and unusual linear gable-roofed frame garage lie to the north and west
of the house. A cedar gazebo was constructed on the property in the 1990s.
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NARRATIVE SIGNIFICANCE

Built about 1870, the Jacob C. Allen House is a strong and intact example of a Second Empire house that is
clearly attributable to a published design. The house embodies a design offered in the March 1869 issue of the
American Agriculturist, where it was described under the heading “A Very Complete Country House.” The text
states that this design was that of an actual house in Flushing, New York, and that it was constructed by its
designer, a Mr. John Donald. In the Allen House, the unidentified builder made a very faithful copy of the
published design. The house meets Criteria C for local architectural significance.

The property on which the house was built had been owned by William Moore, a Hackettstown cabinet and
coffin maker, who owned a parcel of land stretching from Main Street to the street that would later be named for
him'. At some time in the mid nineteenth century, the property was purchased by George W. King. Jacob C.
Allen purchased the land on which the house would later be built from King. An adjoining lot was later acquired
from James J. Rustling and tied to the property in 1873. A structure that was located on this lot was dismantled
and moved to Main Street in Hackettstown. Some stones which remain from its foundation still line the

property's edge.

Born in 1836, Jacob C. Allen was a native of Hackettstown. His first residence was at 116 Mountain Avenue in
Hackettstown.? After the Civil War, Allen traveled and sold books throughout the southern United States.> After
returning to Hackettstown, he was engaged in the mercantile business, operating a general store on Main St.*
Allen received his education locally and remained in Hackettstown practicing as a lawyer specializing in real
estate law.’ He was admitted to the Bar of Warren County as an attorney in 1875 and counselor in 1879.° Allen
served as a trustee of the nearby Methodist Church on 213 Main Street and author a local church history. Jacob
C. Allen died 1909, and his estate left the property to his daughters Gertrude and Mary P. Allen.

His daughters Mary and Gertrude studied law and medicine respectively. Neither married nor had children, and
the Allen sisters lived their entire lives in this house. Mary studied birds and had an aviary and four large bird
houses constructed on the property, none of which survive today.” Dr. Gertrude Allen died on May 29, 1945.%

Henry L. Beaty purchased the property from the estate of Mary P. Allen on May 6, 1954. It remained in the
possession of Beaty until 1972 when it was sold to Napolean and Theresa Perez. The property was purchased by
its present owners, Robert and Lynne Haberkern, in 1975.

Endnotes
! Harold J. Nunn, The Story of Hackettstown, New Jersey: 1754-1955 (Hackettstown. New J ersey: The Hackettstown National Bank.
1955):80.
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2 Allen file, collection of Hackettstown Historical Society.

? Ibid.

* George Wycoff Cumnins. History of Warren County. New Jersey (New York: Lewis Historical Publishing Company, 1911): 421.
* Weaver and Kern. History and Directory of Warren County (1887): 219.

¢ James P. Snell. History of Sussex and Warren Counties, New J ersey (Philadelphia: Everts and Peck. 1881): 491

7 Hackettstown Historic District Inventory: 35.

® Unidentified newspaper clipping, collection of Hackettstown Historical Society, Scrap Book No. 61: 50.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The nominated property consists of Block 81, lot 5, in the town of Hackettstown, Warren County, New Jersey

JUSTIFICATION

The nominated property includes all of the parcel historically and currently associated with the building.
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PHOTOGRAPHS

The following information applies to all photographs:
1. Jacob C. Allen House

2. Warren County, New Jersey
3. Jennifer Palmer

4. March 15,2004

5. Jennifer Palmer

RD 5 Box 5213 Hillside Drive
East Stroudsburg, PA 18301

£

LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS

6. View of the property from intersection of Moore and Madison Streets, facing north.
7. Photograph 1 of 26

6. View of the property from south side of Moore Street, facing northwest.
7. Photograph 2 of 26

6. View of the property from south side of Moore Street, facing northwest.
7. Photograph 3 of 26

6. Detail of west and south elevation depicting tower and mansard roof facing north.
7. Photograph 4 of 26

6. View from rear of property showing north and east elevations.
Photograph 5 of 26

6. Detail of 1980s greenhouse addition, facing southeast.
7. Photograph 6 of 26

6. South elevation, front porch.
7. Photograph 7 of 26

6. South elevation, detail of front porch scroll-sawn spandrels and paired scroll-sawn bracketed cornices.
7. Photograph 8 of 26
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6. West elevation, bay windows on first floor, facing northwest.
7. Photograph 9 of 26

6. South elevation, front porch, paired entry doors with lunette window.
7. Photograph 10 of 26

6. North elevation, rear porch detail.
7. Photograph 11 of 26

6. West elevation, detail of first floor bay window and second floor bay window added between 1909 and 1914.
7. Photograph 12 of 26

6. First floor, entry hall, detail of newel post on stairway, facing north.
7. Photograph 13 of 26

6. First floor, entry hall, view from paired entry doors to stairway and hall, facing northwest.
7. Photograph 14 of 26

6. First floor, dining room, view of cabinets, and entries to kitchen, hall and west parlor, looking southeast.
7. Photograph 15 of 26

6. First floor, dining room, view of bay window, looking west.
7. Photograph 16 of 26

6. First floor, west parlor, detail of self rise air fireplace with tile surround, looking northwest.
7. Photograph 17 of 26

6. First floor, east parlor, detail of forced air fireplace, looking northwest.
7. Photograph 18 of 26

6. First floor, entry hall, detail of parquet flooring, looking west.
7. Photograph 19 of 26

6. Second floor, hall typical door surround, looking west.
7. Photograph 20 of 26

6. Second floor, northwest bedroom, detail of sink, looking south.
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7. Photograph 21 of 26

6. Second floor, hall, view of stairway, looking south.
7. Photograph 22 of 26

6. Western edge of property along Madison Street, detail of original hairpin iron fence, looking southeast.
7. Photograph 23 of 26

6. Backyard, original frame outhouse with tin over wood roof (contributing structure), looking north. 7.
Photograph 24 of 26 ‘

6. Backyard, modern cedar gazebo with metal roof (noncontributing structure), looking northwest.
7. Photograph 25 of 26

6. Backyard, 1940s log cabin and frame automobile garage (noncontributing structures), looking east.
7. Photograph 26 of 26
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