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NATOWL. REG STER (R TER A STATEMEN (i f - appl i cabl e)

The Waltham Public Library has played a significant role in the educational/cultural/social

life of the comrunity since 1865. The present Iibrary building (1915) is an elegant exanple
of the Georgian Revival style. 1t represents the work of Boston architectsLoring and
Leland. I tws built with funding from the estate of wealthy real estate speculator/
philanthronist Francis Buttrick. This building possesses integrity of location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association. |t meets criteria A and C of

the National Register of Historic Places.

ARHTETUAN. SAGNHCINE Describe inportant architectural features ad evaluate in terns of
other buildings wthin the conmunity.

Designed by the firm of Loring & Leland (responsible also for the Beverly Farms Library and
the Carter Menorial Hospital in Lancaster, M. anong ether buildings) in the neo-Georgian
style, the present library dates to 1915. Constructed of brick (laid.in English bond) and
limestone, the principal block displays a semicircular portico, whose capitals are a
conposite of acanthus and papyrus |eaves. Located behind the portico's colums, the main
entry i s surmounted by a broken pedinent and flaming urn. Other features include round
headed wi ndows with "Gothick" revival tracery, palladian wi ndows at either end and a
continuous roof balustrade. The interior is restrainedwith moldings and plasterwork in the
sane style. The left wing contains Children's roomand the right the Fiction Room Behind
is the Sear's Menmorial Gallery, an additionof 1933 by Charles G Loring in the sane nanner.
The library is the nmost outstanding public buildingof itsstyle inWltham

HISTORICAL SCGNIHCANCE Explain the role omas played in local o state history ad hw the
building relates to the devdgoment of the community.

Established in 1865 as a free public library, the Waltham Public Library owed itsinception
to the offer of the Runford Institute for Mutual Instruction to donate itslibrary of
3,700 volximes to the Town with the stipulation that the Town should assume it s support. The
Institute (organized in 1826) had itself received in 1830, the Manufacturer's Library,
established in 1820 by a group connected with the Boston Manufacturing Gonpany to provide
A library of "useful and entertainingknow edge" for itsworkers. The library received a
further gift of the Waltham Social Library, comprising 800 volunes, voted to the Town by

, the Unitarian Society. In 1874 an agricultural collection was given by the Waltham
Farmer's Club. The library was first housed in Bank Hall over the WAltham National Bank,
at the corner of Main and Lexington Streets. In 1830 i tmoved to the Chester A Welch
Building at the corner of Mbody and Charles Streets.

The current building owes itsexistence to a bequest nmade i n 1894 by Francis Buttrick.
Born in Pepperell, Massachusetts in 1814, Buttrick had cone to Walthamin 1838 as a
carpenter and journeyman. In the later decades of the nineteenth century he becane a
respected citizen and the largest real estate owner in the city. Twenty years elapsed before
a suitablesite for the construction of the new library was secured on Main Street from the
Buttrick estate and construction began, the original bequest having grown to $123, 700.

A The new site on Main Street, had been partly occupied by the old Central House.
"Originally built as a farmhouse, known as zhe Cutting Clark Farm the building had becone

a tavern at the close of the eighteenth century. Well known as a venue for social gatherings,
'the tavern sported the additionof a large two-story piazza between the colums of it s gable

| | BLI GBRAPHY and/ or FEFEFEINGSS (cont)

Architecture Record: Jan-June, 1916, Vol. vXXxXiX.

Castner, Elizabeth: Five Part History of the Waltham Public Library. The News Tribune, 1976 WP
Hurd, DH: Hi story of M ddl esex County, Massachusetts. . . .

Boston Traveler, My 26th, 1914,
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VWl t ham Public Library #106
741 Main Street

Historical Significance

741 Main Street (cont'd)

end portico. The old Central House was denmolished in 1914 to nake way for the

present structurewhich was dedicated Decenmber 11, 1915, In 1933 an addition
, the Sears Menmorial Gallery, was constructed to house the Charles H Wodbury
paintings, and to provide space for gatherings. |n the twentieth century the

library has continued to expand, opening several branches between the tw World
Wars. Orlando Davis, Librarianand Nathan Warren, Trustee, were anong founder
menbers of the Waltham Public Library. By the end of the nineteen sixties the
library collections contained nore than 165, 000 vol umes.
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section.
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1970 Atlas, City of Waltham Wl t ham Massachusetts MA
Conpi | ed by the Véltham 41 MWW St reet

Engi neering Division Francis Buttrick Library
Scale: 1 inch = 140 feet 16-L-2 Mf G N06
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