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General Description 

Code: Mo-on 

I N D I V I D U A L D A T A S H E E T 

Tt'<) 

~~~~~ngressional District: First 

v Name: Merchants and Planters Bank) 
v-- Address: 214 Madison 

Current Owner: Merchants and Planters Bank 
Perry Lee, President 

"1/ Clarendon, Arkansas Address: 297 Madison 
v County: Monroe Clarendon, Arkansas 72029 

Architectural Information 

Architectural Firm: Thompson and Harding 

Date of Construction: 1921 Stylistic Influence: Classical Revival 

Original Use: Commercial Present Use: Vacant 

Geographical Information 

UTM Reference: 15 654480/3840100 Acreage: Less than one 

Verbal Boundary Description: Original Town of Clarendon 
Block 7, Lots 9, 10, 11 

· Condition 

x Excellent 
--·Good 

Fair --· 

Deteriorated 
--;Ruins 
__ Unexposed 

x Unaltered 
--Altered 
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Physical Description 

Page 2 

This elegant little small town bank is situated on a corner site on a berm 
raised above sidewalk level, allowing two broad flights of concrete steps to 
create a ceremonious entrance appropriate to its formal, classically influenced 
facade. Simple lines and classical details characterize the rectangular one­
story structure capped by a flat roof and faced with dark red brick. Two 
simple stone moldings, a cornice and stringcourse, wrap the entire building 
adding unity and a calm, horizontal line to the composition. The parapet 
has stone coping and features a central panel inscribed with the name of 
the bank. The facade's focal point is a monumental stone round arch at the 
entrance articulated with stone molding and keystone and supported by two 
tall stone Tuscan columns. The entrance is slightly recessed within this 
arch and features a classical molded architrave surmounted by- a simple corni_ce. 
A group of three multi-paned windows appeamabove the door ,and a series of long 
multi-light windows linES the side elevations. An unusual ;feature amon<;J the ;Urm 1 s 
commercial design decorative details is the stone eagle perched atop the parapet ove.r 
the central panel inscribed with the bank's name. 

Statement of Significance 

The Merchants and Plantem Bank Building in Clarendon, .Arkansas, was designed by 
the Thompson and Harding firm in 1921, and is one of the firm's most polished 
and well-proportioned designs for a small town bank. The bank is constructed 
of red brick with elegant classical design features, and the ceremon~us entranceis 
characteristic of much of the firm's work. The jewel box'-like building sits 
on a raised lot in a run down commercial district of a small delta town. Although 
vacant, the building is highly valued by the community and has been maint~ined 
in good condition. The only alteration from the original design is the 
addition of modern glass doors. 
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Reviewer •s comments; 
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.. 
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Reviewer I %u6Js_~ __ :_.t? 

Dlaclpllna 1i6~1k" 
Date I J !_ __ J-

1 
_ ... CORtlnuatlon sheet 

.Nomination returned for: _technical corrections cited below 
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V,1· Name 

/ 2. Location 

V' 3. Classification ....... 
..... '4 3 

....... • ... It 

t/ 4. Owner of Property 

/'s. Location of Legal Description 

/ 6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
... - ,_.,.,- __ ..., -~? 

v 7. ~scription 

0 ..... -­_ .,_ ~- ca..ca----- -- _ ........ _ -- -- -- ... _ -lair 

__ ....,_ 
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-4- summary paragraph 
_lL_ completeness 

vi clarity 
~ alterations / Integ rl ty 

dates 
boundary selection 

.,.. -



8. Significance 

....... ._ ............ Clllllll .... ,....,._ 

•u . ., •• , ..... _..,.. • ....., 

L._ ~ummary paragraph 
_L_ completeness 

V tlarity 
~-applicable criteria 
:Z:: justification of areas 

1 checked 

-rv / relating significance to 
. the resource 

context 
-::;::::_ relationship of Integrity 

to significance 
justification of exceptic.n 
other 

/ •· Major Bibliographical References 

j 10. Geographical Data . ,.,.. _____ _ 
..,. ....... _ 
....... ......., .. • .. tk:a .............. -. 

j 11. Form Prepared By 

J 12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
,.,._ ,.. __ --........,---·: 

_MtiOnal 

... - ll'tw ·-· Ofllc-. .......... .. 
13. Other 

_Maps 
--~Photographs 
_ . Other 

-

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to---------------

Signed--------------
Date _________ _ Phone : 202 272-350 4 

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached sheet 





STRUCTURES IN ARKANSAS REPRESENTED BY THE 
CHARLES L. THOMPSON DESIGN COLLECTION 
A THEMATIC GROUP 
Code Number: M0-071 (Merchants & Planters 

Bank) 
Downtown, Clarendon, Arkansas 
Photographed by: Sandra Taylor Smith 
April, 1982 
Negative on file at AHPP 
Viewed from the South 
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