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The Old U.S. Mint in San Francisco is certainly one of the finest of all 
classical-revival 19th century buildings on the west coast. The massive 
building of brick, faced with granite at the basement level and sandstone 
above that, was begun the year after the earthquake of 1868, which caused 
great damage in San Francisco. As a result, the building which is organized 
around an open courtyard after the plans of Treasury architect Alfred B. 
Mullett, was overdesigned sufficiently to withstand the even worse earthquake 
of 1906. The U.S. Mint was one of the very few buildings in the central 
district of San Francisco to survive.

The classical dress of the building includes a hexastyle Roman doric entrance 
portico at the Fifth Street side, with a simplified entablature featuring 
undecorated pediment and a frieze with triglyphs but no metopes. At the four 
corners of the building are projecting, square, three-bay pavilions with doric 
pilasters. The frieze portion of the pediment at the entrance is carried 
around the building, nicely tying the composition together visually. Although 
the building is certainly out of the mainstream of the western building 
tradition for this region, which lay with light wooden buildings, and therefore 
is without many peers, the Old U.S. Mint deserves to be recognized as one of 
the finest of classic-revival buildings ever done on the Pacific Coast.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Begun in 1869 and completed in 1874, the Old U.S. Mint is the most magnificant 
Greek-Revival structure in California. The distinguished English-born 
architect, Alfred B. Mullett imported this entirely eastern style and imposed 
it in a monumental way somewhat unfamiliar to the western taste and tradition 
of light wooden buildings. One of the few buildings to survive the San 
Francisco earthquake of 1906, the U.S. Mint is a remarkable example of a 
massive type of classical architecture referred to as Greek-Revival, which 
became enormously popular from one coast of America to the other in the mid-19th 
century.

Although the architectural importance of Alfred B. Mullett, architect of the 
mint, is well recognized, the designation of the mint as a national landmark 
rests upon its national significance in the westward expansion of America, 
and specifically upon the role it played in the period during which national 
boundaries were extended to the Pacific.

History

The Old U.S. Mint at San Francisco, built 1869-1874, quickly took the rank of 
the principal mint in the entire U.S.A. It was one of the very few structures 
in the central part of San Francisco to survive the world-famous and devastating 
earthquake of 1906.

The people of San Francisco looked upon the mint building with pride and 
affection, and the new structure and the importance attached to it by the 
national government proved a source of satisfaction to the State of California 
and to the entire Pacific coast. It implied a recognition of the fact that 
although situated 3,000 miles or more from the seat of government, the people 
on the Pacific slope were important citizens of the Union.

By the time it opened in 1874, the San Francisco Mint had been placed on an 
independent basis, and was no longer a subordinate branch of the Philadelphia 
Mint. The San Francisco Mint took the rank of the principal mint in the country 
since it was the Federal depot for all gold and silver, and this was the period 
when tremendous mineral finds were developed in the region. Indeed, the great 
mass of silver from the Comstock Lode, necessitated construction of a new mint.
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In 1877 alone, for instance, the San Francisco Mint produced $50 million 
worth of coins. By the 20th century, during the '30's, more than a million 
dollars of gold bullion a day came into the receiving room, and in 1934, one 
third of the country's entire gold reserves were housed in the San Francisco 
Mint.
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The Old U.S. Mint, San Francisco, is located at the Northwest corner of 
Fifth and Mission Streets in the "downtown" section of that city. Built 
around a courtyard, the massive building has a frontage of 220 feet on Fifth 
Street, and 160 feet on Mission Street. A 275 foot square plot was purchased 
by the Federal Government for $100,000 on March 7, 1867, 13 years after this 
branch of the Philadelphia Mint was established. The historical extent of 
the site is clear then, and remains intact today as the boundary of this 
national historic landmark.

Extending 275 feet north and 275 feet west from the corner of Fifth and 
Mission Streets, these are the south and east boundaries. The north and west 
boundaries are then formed by lines perpendicular to the east and south 
boundary lines extending from the just-mentioned corner of Fifth and Mission 
Streets.


