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Manti Temple

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

U. S. Rt. 89 @ north edge of town

CITY OR TOWN:

Manti

STATE CODE |COUNTY:

Utah Ig

CODE

CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
OWNERSHIP STATUS :
(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC
[ District [R Building [[J Public Public Acquisition: XX Occupied Yes:
{7 Ssite {7 Structure (KX Private [[J In Process [[} Unoccupied [C] Restricted
] Object [T Both ] Being Considgred 7] Preservation work O Unrestricted
in progress l] No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[} Agricultural {J Government (O Park {T] Transportation 7] Comments
] Commercial (1 Industrial [ Private Residence i [ Other (Spectfy) -
[ Educational [ Military X Religious

[} Entertainment ] Museum [} Scientific

[OWNER'S N AME: T 4
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 5
STREET AND NUMBER: c m
47 E. South Temple >
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE =
ke City Utah
’ B [e]
w0
County Courthouse o g
STREET AND NUMBER: g :
160 North Main .
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE [
Manti
TITLE RVEY - g
Utah Historic American Buildings Survey ~:§i§ -
DATE OF SURVEY: 1968 [ Federal [} State ] County ] Local g ; 2
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: Q_ g %
Utah Heritage Foundation ' m| <
STREET AND NUMBER: K a &
603 E. South Temple 2
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: coDE ~ T
Salt Lake City Utah by NP
Nl




ey

(Check One)
CONDITION Excellent [ Good [] Fair [C] Deteriordted [] Ruins (] Unexposed
(Check One) . - (Check One)
[ Altered [X Unaltered ] Moved XX Original Site

'ing position over Manti and the surrounding valley. The sloping lawns,

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The tempie, with its base eighty feet abeve the highway, holds a command-

brilliant flowers, and wide variety of trees and shrubs were made possuble
by hauling enough soil to cover the stone base.

The temple is 171 feet long and 95 feet wide. It is built of lecaj

oolitic ljmestone of a warm cream celor. The towers on each end are,topped

rear fronts the hlghway. " The interior is strlking in its sumple elegance.
Hardware, woodwork with its graceful arches, heavy doors and finely cut
mouldings, and decorating all indicate skilled workmanship. In the basement
is a baptismal font resting on the backs of twelve cast life-size oxen. The
main floors are occupied for the most part by ceremonial rooms. An assembly
room fills the entire upper floor. |t was here in 1888 that fifteen hundred
members of the church met to dedicate the building. In the two west corner-
towers are spiral staircases, extending from the basement to the roof. Engi-
neers and architects have acclaimed them as remarkable pieces of workmanship.
In each case the center is open, without any supporting column and the walnut
railings and balusters, winding up through five stories, form a symmetrical
coil, perfectly plumb from top to bottom. The building is used contunuously
and ls in an _exéellent staté of repair. :

Alterations have been minimal. The annex was built along with the ori-
ginal structure. It was remodeled and added to (on the west and north) in

1956-580
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[ Pre-Columbian|
[ 15th Century

[ 16th Century
[ 17th Century

[ 18th Century
19th Century

[ 20th Century

'SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Apptica‘i:te and Known) (}{i'{ - ;Cg%?

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[ Art Architecture
[ Commerce [ Literature

[] Communications ] Military

[J Conservation [ Music

Abor iginal ] Education 7] Political (3 Urban Plonning -
[ Prehistoric {1 Engineering XX Religion/Phi. ] Other (Specify)
[ Historic [} industry losophy

1 Agriculture [J Invention [} Science

Architecture {J Landscape [} Sculpture

[C] Social/Human-
itarian

[} Theater

[T} Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Mermen Pioneers arrived in the Valley of the Great Salt Lake in
July 1847, What is now the State of Utah was then Mexican territory occu-
pled only by.lindlans.o.Twe-years:later: a greupiof. fiifty-colontistscleft Salt
Lake City and drove their wagons and stock 125 miles to the area now eccu-
pied by the city of Manti. On April 25, 1877, four months before his death
Brigham Young visited Manti. Retiring to the hill on the outskirts of the
village, he dedicated the site for the building of a house of God. Follow-
ing this, a call was sent out for workmen, and five days after the dedica-
tion a hundred men gathered at the quarry ' and knelt in prayer before com-
mencing a task that was to continue for eleven years. Two years of blast-
ing and scraping were required to prepare the footings and foundation. On
April 14, 1879 the cornerstones were laid, and work was begun on the walls,
which were built of stone, taken from the hill. At the time of construc-
tion workers were relatively few in number. Theirs was a constant struggle
against drought, grasshoppers, sickness; poverty, and Indians. Yet the
building went steadily forward. Contributions of eggs, cheese, meat, flour
or whatever the people had were donated to the cause, When completed, the
cost of the structure was estimated at a million dollars.

Architect was William H. Folsom. The building, with its unique settind
is undoubtedly one of the finest examples.of Mormon Temple architecture to
be found anywhere.




Kate B. Carter, compiler, Pioneer Homes and Houses,'Daughters of Utah Pio-

neers Historical Pamphlet, October

Utah, 1947,

1940, "

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Manti Temple, Salt Lake City,

Paul Goaldner, Utah Catalog - Historic American Buildings Survey, (Salt Lake

City, Utah: Utah Heritage Foundation, 1969)
History of Sanpete and Emery Counties, Ogden, Utah, W. H. Lever, 1898, p. 81

Kenneth L. Lambert, Manti's Mormon Castle, Utah Archutect No. 44 Spring 1967
Willard Luce, How Flrm a Foundatlon, Utah Magazine, Salt Lake City, Utah,

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

NAME AND TITLE:

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER, LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE. LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minytes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW o ' » ° ’ " o s 23 - 11p 37 59"
N.E o E] o o * "
SE [ 1 Con o ’ »”
W ° P e ' .
APPROXIMATE Ac){!-;’l&k OFMOMNRLED PROPERTY: [ 3 o :
L1ST ALL s-rAT,é:iZQE &TIESWOPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES )
STATE: - 4’ ?@\; Av ié-‘é\ CODE | CouNTY CODE
{[ 3 % AX; ;..
STATE: ,“'_‘31 \ % Q. %—gj CODE | COUNTY: coDE
L:\ X (8) & ‘f[
[ Q\é JQ\ i ’ .
STATE: \f;ﬁ f' Q) CODE |.COUNTY: CODE:
\ /k / .
STATE: N CODE | COUNTY: CODE-
SULIGTTYS

Gary D. Forbish_

ORGANIZATION

Utah Histefical,Society

DATE

STREET AND NUMBE

R:

603 E. South Temple

CITY OR TOWN:

Sal

Lake Ci

STATE

CODE

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public l.aw
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National [7] State Local [7]

Name W

Milton L. Weilenmann
Title _Utah State Liaison Officer

May 18, 1970

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

52;%@4%’ 7 (2244%&%?(2k/

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic I%eser tion:

“AUG 121971

Date
ATTEST:

Keeiﬁﬂ of ThegNational Regist
Date 3 D 1971
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9. Major Bibliographical References (continued):

Nels Benjamin Lundwall, Temples of the Most High, (Salt Lake City, Utah, N.B.
Lundwall, compiler & publisher, 1941)

Harry D. Miller, July 1947 Vol. 9, No. 7.

William H. Peterson, The Miracle of the Mountains, Manti, Utah, 1942,
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