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This form is for vise in ncxninating or re<^esting determinations of eligibililftfAfRSWAL 
individual properties or districts. See instructions in Guidelines for OoapnDlf^pgj^-rf-Q 
National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Conplete each item by mSrioHg 
"x" in the c^ropriate box or entering the requested information. If an item does not 
apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, 
styles, materials, and cureeis of significance, enter cxily the categories and 
subcat^ories listed in the instructions. For additional space use ccHitinuatiCTi sheets.
Type all entries._________________________________
1. Name of Property 
historic name FOSTER BCJIIDING
other names/site ni HOTEL R

2. location
street & nuittoer 
city, town_____

508 STATE 
SCHENECTADY_____

not for publication N/A
vicinity N/A

state NY code 036 county SCHENECTADY code 903 zip code 12305

nasslfication 
Ownership of prc^ierty 
[X]private 
[ ]public-local 
[ ]public-state 
[ jpublic-Federal

Category 
[X]building(s) 
[ ] district 
[ ]site 
[ ]structure 
[ ]cbject

Number of resources within property 
Contributing Noncontributing

Name of related multiple properly 
listings:N/A

_buildings
_sites
_structures
_objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register N/A_____

4. State/Fed«^T^l Agency
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as 
amended, I hereby certify that this [X] nomination [ ] request for determination of 
eligibility m^ts the documentation standards for registering properties in the National 
Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ opinion, this prcperty [X] meets [ ] does not meet theforth CFR Part 60.

Register ] See continuation sheet.

of certifying official 
CCMCTSSICMER FOR HISTCfRIC PRESERVAnOT 

Federal agency and bureau

In iry opinion, the property [ ] meets [ ] does not meet the National Register criteria. 
[ ] See continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or federal agency and bureau

5. National Par» .Servioe Oertificsaticn 
I hereby, oerti^ that this prc^jerty is: 

entered in the National Register.
[ ] See continuation sheet.

[ ] determined eligible for the National 
Register. [ ] see continuation i^eet. 

[ ] determined not eligible for the 
National Register.

[ ] removed from the Nationeil Register.
[ ] other, (ej5)lain:)

lot ore a in

± /
ignature of ke^jer Date of Action
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'Ihis fonn is for use in roninatiig or request.in;} detennination.s of eligibili1t/AfRJNAL 
.imividual prq;>erties or districts. See instructions in Guidelines for CgTplfEGISTER 
National Register Fonns (National Register Bulletin 16). carplete each item by mana:ng 
"x" in the ai:prcpriate box or by enterin;J the requested information. If an item does not 
apply to the property bein;J doc:::unented, enter ''N/A" for 11:rx,t ai:plicable." For functions, 
styles, materials, arrl areas of significarx:ie, enter only the categories an:i 
subcategories listed in the instructicns. For aailtional space use contirruation sheets. 
Type all entries. 
1. Name of Pl.@t#ty 
historic name FOOTER WIIDING 
other names/site I1tII1i;)er HCYl'EL FOOTER 

2. IDcati..cn 
street & number 508 STATE STREFI' I I not for p.lblication N/A 
city, town SOIENECTADY I I vicinity N/A 
state NY axle 036 county ~ ocxle 903 zip ocxle 12305 

3. Cl.assificaticn 
o..mership of property 
[X]private 
[ ] ?,lblic-local 
[ ]?,Jblic-state 
[ ]?,Jblic-Federal 

categocy 
[X]ruilciirq(s) 
[ ]district 
[ ]site 
[ ] structure 
[ Jooject 

Name of related nultiple property 
listin;Js: N/A 

4. state/&1etal Agercy O!rti.ficati.cn 

Number of resources within property 
Contrirutin;J Noncontri.l::utirg 

1 0 ruil.ciirqs 
0 o sites 
0 0 structures 
o o oojects 
1 0 Total 

Number of contrirutin;J resources previously 
listed in the National Register N/A 

In my opinion, the property [ ] iooet.s ( ] does not iooet the National Register criteria. 
[ ] See continuation sheet. 

Signature of cx::mnentirg or other official 

state or federal agercy an:i rureau 
5. Nat;imal PaJX Service Qgt;j ficat:im 
I ~, certify that this property is: 
[,,1] entered in the National Register. 

( ] see continuation sheet. 
[ ] detennined eligible for the National 

Register.[ ] see continuation sheet. 
( ] detennined not eligible for the 

National Register. 

( J rem::wed fran the National Register. 
( J other, (explain:) _______ _ 

Date 

li\e:Pea tn ffih 

~ ---G/2/9,,, 
~onal itog1~ 

'gnature of keeper f;/ Date of Action 



6. FUncticn or Use
Historic FunctiCTi
(enter categories from instructions) 
DCMESnc/hotel and
CXjMMF^R<^/'>ietai 1 gtmT>g

Current Functions
(enter categories from instructions) 

IC/multiple dwellincf and 
E/retail stores

7. Descriuticn
Architectural Classification 
enter categories from instructions)
Beaux-Arts

Ifeterials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation STC»JE 
walls BRICK/TERRA OOITA

STCTffi/limestone 
ASEHALT ______roof________________

other MEIAL/GIASS

Describe present and historic physical appearance.
Ihe Foster Building is a six-story corarnercial/residential structure located on the 

south side of State Street within a commercial block in downtown Schenectacfy. Built in 
1907 as a hotel, it towers above adjacent buildings, most of vhich are three stories 
hi^. Its presence within the ooramercial block is accentuated its hi^ily ornate 
Beaux Arts facade e^^cuted in glazed vhite terra-cotta. Side and rear elevations of 
this rectangular steel-framed building are of yellow brick. Commercieil space occupies 
the first two floors vhile the v?3per floors are devoted to rental/c^artment units.

The Foster Building's Beaux-Arts facade is its most outstanding feature. A 
prominent metal cornice caps the facade vhile layers of ornamented and oversized, paired 
brackets disguise the presence of the smaller sixth floor. Below the cornice, a trio of 
pedimented Roman arches rests on three-story^ii^ engaged pillars. Ihe outer pair are 
rectangular pilasters with Corinthian capitals and the interior pair are fluted, half- 
round, engaged columns with elaborate Icxiic capitals. Gaurlands entwine the lower third 
of the two interior columns. Between the columns, the facade is recessed with three 
bays of paired double hung wood windows of 1/1 sa^ and decorative panels. A central 
panel between the fourth and fifth floor bears the legend, "Foster Building". Windows 
on the fifth floor, xmder the arches, consist of round-arched openings with small 
roundels centered between each pair. The two-story storefront space is framed with 
barKfe of acanthus leaves and floral garlands bound together with mock keystones and 
horizontal blocks. The original storefront consisted of two-story bays ccxitaining plate 
glass windows flanking a central recessed entrance, with access to the hotel located to 
the extreme ri^t. Renovation undertaken during the late 1920's included moving the 
central recessed entraixe forward, encasing the first floor storefronts in marble with 
brass framing, inserting a panel of blind arches between the floors, and replacing the 
large plate glass windows on the second floor with individual fired panel windows set 
below smaller fixed pane windows. A metal cresting on the tcp of the cornice was also 
removed at this time.

The e2qx3sed side and rear walls of the building are ccaistructed of yellow brick with 
single and paired double hung wood windows of either 1/1 or 2/2 sa^ set into semi­
elliptical arcd^ openings. Original shutter hardware still exists on most windows.
The flat roof is built-i:p asphalt with metal flashing to a brick parapet and 
copings; at the ohiraney the coping is a stcaie cap.

The interior of the first floor features steel columns and a pressed metal ceiling 
fourteen feet hi^. The entrance for the vpper floors has a mosaic tile floor with the 
morK3gram "FB" surround^ by a geometric tile border. This entrance retains much of the 
original interior detail vhich first greeted visitors to the Hotel Foster; vhite and 
black travertine marble wainscot and plaster walls, a coffered wood ceiling, and a 
stairwell vhere a monumental marble faced staircase provides the main access to the 
vpper floors. Li^t pink marble wainscot with pink marble trim lines the staircase.

[X[ See Continuation Sheet

6. Furd:.i.m or Use 
Historic F\.lrction 
( enter categories fran instructions) 
o:::MESl'IC/hotel an:l 
<XM-tERCE/retail stores 

7. Descript:.im 
Architectural Classification 
enter categories fran instructions) 

Beaux-Arts 

Olrrent F\.lrction.s 
( enter categories fran instructions) 
IXJ-1ESTIC/npltiple ~lirg an:l 
CXfflERCE/retail stores 

Materials(enter categories fran insb:uctions) 

fall'X3ation __,,.,_S'IOOE=.::c...-----------­
walls BRIO</TERRA COITA 

S'IDNE/limestone 
roof ASFHAill' 
other MErAL/GIASS 

Describe present an:l historic Iilysical ~-

'lhe Foster BuildirxJ is a six-stocy ccmnercial/:residential structure located on the 
sart:h side of state street within a cxmne:rcial block in dcMntown Schenectady. Built in 
1907 as a hotel, it towers above adjacent ruildin;Js, JOOSt of which are three stories 
high. Its preserx:ie within the ccmnercial block is accentuated by its highly ornate 
Beaux Arts facade exea.rted in glazed white terra-ootta. Side an:l rear elevations of 
this rectangular steel-franm ruildin;J are of yellow brick. Omnercial space occupies 
the first two floors while the~ floors are devoted to rental/apartment writs. 

'1he Foster atl.ldirxJ's Beaux-Arts facade is its m:ist rutstan:1i.n:;J feature. A 
praninent metal ex>:rnioe caps the facade while layers of ornamented an:l oversized, paired 
brackets disguise the presence of the smaller sixth floor. Below the ex>:rnioe, a trio of 
pedilre.nted Ranan arches rests on three-stocy-high en;aged pillars. '1he a.rt:er pair are 
rectangular pilasters with Corinthian capitals arxl the interior pair are fluted, half­
roun:i, en;aged ex>lumns with elaborate Ionic capitals. Garlarxls entwine the lower third 
of the two interior ex>lumns. Bet\tt'een the ex>lumns, the facade is recessed with three 
bays of paired dalble hurg wood win::lows of 1/1 sash arxl deex>rati ve panels. A central 
panel between the foorth arxl fifth floor bears the legeni, "Foster Buildin;J". Win::lows 
on the fifth floor, un:ier the arches, consist of roun:i-arched c.penirgs with small 
rcmrlels centered between each pair. 'lhe two-stocy storefront space is frane:l with 
barxls of acanthus leaves arxl floral garlarxls bc:mn together with llVJck keystones arxl 
horizontal blocks. '1he original storefront consisted of two-story bays contai.nirq plate 
glass wirx:lows flankin;J a central recessed entrance, with access to the hotel located to 
the extreme right. Renovation un:lertaken duri.n:J the late 1920's included ItDVl..n:J the 
central recessed entrance foi:ward, encasi.n:J the first floor storefronts in marble with 
brass framirq, insertin;J a panel of blim arches between the floors, an:l replaci.n:J the 
large plate glass windows on the seoon:i floor with irxtividual fixed panel win::lows set 
below smaller fixed pane wi.mows. A metal cresti.n:J on the top of the ex>:rnioe was also 
renoved at this time. 

'lhe exposed side an:l rear walls of the ruildirxJ are ex>nstructed of yellow brick with 
si.n:Jle arxl paired dalble hurg wood win:lows of either 1/ 1 or 2/2 sash set into semi­
elliptical arched openirxJs. original shutter hardware still exists on m:ist win::lows. 
'!he flat roof is ruilt-up asp1alt with metal flashin; to a brick parapet arxl net.al 
copin;Js; at the chinmey the copi.n:J is a stone cap. 

'1he interior of the first floor features steel oolumns arxl a pressed metal oeili.n:J 
fourteen feet high. 'lhe entrance for the~ floors has a ioosaic tile floor with the 
m::>nogram "FB" surroon:led by a geanetric tile border. 'Ibis entrance retains nuch of the 
original interior detail which first greeted visitors to the Hotel Foster; white arxl 
black travertine :mart>le wainscot arxl plaster walls, a ex>ffered wood oeili.n:J, arxl a 
stai.n,Jell where a l1DilUillelltal marble faced staircase provides the main access to the 
uwer floors. Light pink marble wainscot with pink marble trim lines the staircase. 

[X[ See Continuation Sheet 
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A large wooden doorway with a semi-elliptical arched transcm demarks the second 
floor landing. Ihe second floor features various pressed metal ceilings, Classically- 
detailed wood trim, embossed wainscoting, and pressed glass rocm dividers. An oak 
staircase with oak railings and wainscot leads to the i;5)per floors and encircles the 
elevator shaft, vhich was added in 1914. A large brass slq^li^t provides natural li^t 
to the stairhall and floors below.

The remaining floors of the building were laid out with individual hotel-sized rcons 
on a double-loaded corridor. In 1985 these floors were renovated for use as individual 
apartments. J^artments were created by conibining individual hotel rooms. Features of 
the v:?per floors include plaster walls and ceilings, hardwood flooring, wide moldings 
with comer bloc^, and paneled doors with a transcm li^ts onto the corridor. The 
sixth floor, vhich originally contained servants* rooms and storage space, has also been 
remodeled to function as additional rental space.

The Foster Building is an outstanding exairple of early twentieth century Beaux-Arts 
commercial architecture in the region. With the ex^^jtion of the ca. 1920 renovations, 
vhich altered the original commercial storefront space, and the adaptation of the hotel 
rooms to rental units in 1985, the building remains substantially as built.
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A large wooden doorway with a semi-elliptical arched transan demarks the seoorrl 
floor lan:tin;J. '1he seoorxi floor features various pressed metal ceilirgs, Classically­
detailed wood trim, emossed wainsootinJ, am pressed glass roan dividers. An oak 
staircase with oak railirgs am wainscot leads to the 1.JR)er floors am en:::ircles the 
elevator shaft, which was added in 1914. A large brass skylight provides natural light 
to the stairllall am floors below. 

'1he remainin;J floors of the ruildinJ were laid out with irrlividual hotel-sized roans 
on a dc:Alble-loaded CX)rridor. In 1985 these floors were rerx,vated for use as in:tividual 
aparbnents. Aparbnents were created by cx:rrbinirg in:tividual hotel roans. Features of 
the ~ floors include plaster walls am ceilirgs, hardwood floorin;J, wide 110ldinJs 
with CX)D'ler blocks, am paneled doors with a transan lights onto the CX)rridor. 'lbe 
sixth floor, which originally contained servants• roans am storage space, has also been 
rem:>deled. to function as additional rental space. 

'Ihe Foster Buildin:J is an~ exanple of early twentieth oentw:y Beaux-Arts 
CCll11'1¥3rCial architecture in the region. With the exception of the ca. 1920 renovations, 
which altered the original ccmnercial storefront space, am the adaptation of the hotel 
roams to rental units in 1985, the 1::uildin:J remains substantially as ruilt. 



«- 5?^at-Pinpyih of Sianifinannp

Certi^ing official has considered the significance of this prc^jerty in relation to 
other properties: [ ] nationally [ ] statewide [X] locally
^^plicable National Register Criteria [ ] A [ ] B [X] C [ ] D

Criteria Considerations []A []B []C []D []E []F []G

Areas of significance 
ARCHITECIURE_______

Period of Significance 
______ 1907

Significant Dates 
N/A

Cultural Affiliation

Significant Persc^ 
____ N/A

N/A

Architect/Builder 
PENN VARNEY/Architect
HANRAHAN EROIHERS/Builders

State significance of property, and justi^ criteria, criteria considerations, and areas 
and periods of significance noted above.

The Foster aailding is architecturally significant a distinguished example of early- 
twentieth centu^ Beaux-Arts ccnnnercial architecture in the region. Built in 1907, this 
six-story building, vhich features ans of the most hic^y decorated terra-cotta facades 
in the region, reflects the wide^read influence of the City Beautiful movement 
popi^arized by the 1893 World's Oolimibian Expositicai, as well as the cosmopolitan 
a^iraticxis of Schenectacfy during its boom years at the turn of the century- Ibe 
quality of the original interior materials and workmanship reinforces the overall 
elegance of the building.

The Foster Building was built during a period of massive growth in the city of 
Schenectady, after the 1892 consolidaticn of the Edison Machine Works with other 
ccrapanies to form the General Electric Company (GE). Between 1880 and 1910, the city's 
population quadrupled. Trolley lines, electrified by GE in 1891, ccxinected the 
sprawling GE complex with dcwntcwn and a growing network of streetcar suburbs. local 
entrepreneur Charles Brown, owner of Schenectacfy's pre-eminent Edison Hotel (built in 
1900), was quicik to respond to the growing need for transient housing to aooomimodate CT] 
employees in need of baohelor quarters, traveling salesmen, and tourists visiting the 
city. He commiissicmied architect Perm Varney of Lyrm, Massachusetts, to design the 
Foster Building. Local general contractors, the Hanrahan Brothers, were then engaged to 
build the structure without delay at a cost of $50,000.

The Foster Building's elaborate Beaux-Arts facade, ei^cuted in vhite glazed terra­
cotta, was (and still is) an anomaly in Sdhenectac^'s tum-of-the-oentury downtown 
streetscape, vhich previously had been characterized by typical late-nineteenth century 
bricdc cxxiinercial building. Its well-preserved facade, vhich features Classically- 
in^ired decorative detail, a bold metal cornice, prcaminent Roman euxhes and multi- 
storied, engaged columns and pilasters, is outstanding for the sculptural quality of its 
eclectic ornamentation and the complex layering of its wall surfaces vhich create an 
musi^ly intricate composition of great vigor typical of the Beaux-Arts style. The 
in^iration for this bold, eclectic style is attributable to the era's premier school of 
architecture, France's Boole des Beaux-Arts, vhich greatly influenced the genre of late 
nineteenth and early-twentieth century architecture.

Ihe lavishness of the Foster Building's Beaux-Arts facade is accentuated by the 
medium of \thite glazed terra cotta. Althou^ the use of terra cotta in architecture 
dates back to ancient Gre^ and Roman times, architectural terra cotta was not generally 
acc^jted in the IftrLted States until the mid 1870's vhen it gained popiLarity for its 
comparative low cost over stcaie, its ornamental possibilities, and, after the Chicago

[X[ See Continuation Sheet

8. sta:b-per¢ of Signi ficanoe 
certifyirg official has considered the significance of this property in relation to 
other prcperties: [ J nationally [ J statewide [XJ locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria [ J A [ J B [XJ C [ ] D 

Criteria Considerations 

Areas of significance 
AROilTECl'tJRE 

Significant Person 
N/A 

[JA [JB [JC [JD [JE [JF [JG 

Period of Significance 
1907 

Cllltural Affiliation 

NA 

Ardritect/Builder 
PFNN" VARNEY/Architect 
HANRAHAN :ER1IHERS/Builders 

Significant Dates 
N/A 

State significance of property, am justify criteria, criteria considerations, am areas 
arrl periods of significance rx,ted above. 

'!he Foster Buildirg is architecturally significant a distin;Juished e.xairple of early­
twentieth century Beaux-Arts oarrim-cial architecture in the region. Built in 1907, this 
six-sto:ry l::w.ldirg, whidl features one of the m::ist highly decorated terra--cotta facades 
in the region, reflects the widespread influence of the City Beautiful IrOVement 
popularized by the 1893 World's COhmi:>ian Exposition, as well as the OOSl'lq)Olitan 
aspirations of Sdlenectady durirg its boan years at the t:mn of the century. '!he 
quality of the original interior materials arxi workmanship reinforces the overall 
elegance of the l::w.ldirg. 

'!he Foster Buildirg was l::w.lt dur:irg a period of massive growth in the city of 
Sdlenectady, after the 1892 consolidation of the Fdison Madrine Works with other 
companies to fonn the General Electric o:npany (GE). Between 1880 arrl 1910, the city's 
population quadrupled. Trolley lines, electrified by GE in 1891, connected the 
sprawlirg GE cx::nplex with downtown arxi a growirg network of streetcar suburl:ls. Local 
entrepreneur Cllarles Brown, owner of Schenectady's pre-eminent Fdisan Hotel (l::w.lt in 
1900) , was quick to resporrl to the grcwi.rg need for transient hoosirg to acx:u111o:1::tte GE 
employees in need of bachelor quarters, travelirg salesmen, arrl ta.irists visitirg the 
city. He cx:mnissioned architect Penn Varney of Lynn, Massadlusetts, to design the 
Foster Buildirg. local general contractors, the Hanrahan Brothers, were then emaged to 
build the stJ:ucture withart: delay at a cost of $50,000. 

'!he Foster Buildirg's elaborate Beaux-Arts facade, executed in white glazed terra­
cotta, was (arrl still is) an ananaly in Schenectady's t:mn-of-the-centu:ry downtown 
street.scape, whidl previoosly had been dlaracterized by typical late-nineteenth century 
brick ccmnercial ruildirgs. Its well-presei:ved facade, wh.idl features Classically­
inspired decorative detail, a bold rretal com.ice, praninent Ranan ard1es arrl nulti­
storied, ergaged columns arxi pilasters, is a.rt:stan:iin;J for the sculptural quality of its 
eclectic onxunentation arrl the OC11plex layerirg of its wall surfaces whidl create an 
unusually intricate mcp::sition of great vigor typical of the Beaux-Arts style. 'lhe 
inspiration for this bold, eclectic style is attrib.Itable to the era's premier sdlool of 
architecture, F'raooe's Ecole des Beaux-Arts, wh.idl greatly influenced the genre of late 
nineteenth am early-twentieth oentw:y architecture. 

'lhe lavishness of the Foster Buildirg' s Beaux-Arts facade is accentuated by the 
meditnn of white glazed terracotta. Althcugh the use of terracotta in architecture 
dates back to ancient Greek arxi Ranan times, architectural. terra cotta was not generally 
accepted in the United states until the mid 1870's when it gained ~arity for its 
cx:arparative low cost over stone, its ornamental possibilities, am, after the Chicago 

[X[ See Continuation Sheet 
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fire of 1871, for its fireproof properties. Prior to 1890, terra cotta was primarily 
used in conjunction with brick to hi^i^t and eirphasize architectural detail, after 
that it became ccaranonly used for exterior cladding over steel-frame structures such as 
the Foster Building. While terra-cotta was a material in great use during this time, 
the level of intricate detailing found on the Foster Building places it outside the norm 
for the region. Ihe only ccanoparable exairple of such intricate work in the area is the 
McCarthy Building in Troy (also National Register listed).

The significance of the Foster Building's Beaux-Arts design in vhite glazed terra 
cotta, however, reaches even beyond its physical attributes as a distinct exaitple of its 
st^le. It also reflects the turn of the century fashicxi often referred to eis the City 
Beautiful movement. Ihis movement, an outgrowth of the 1893 Columbian EJ^xDsition, 
advocated monumental, luxuriously c^pointed architecture in li^t and bri^t hues, 
reminiscent of Imperial Pane. Its influence primarily manifested itself in prosperous 
urban centers vhere turn-of-the-century wealth was concentrated and the construction of 
these lavishly appointed civic and conraercial monuments was eccaxatnically feasible. Ihe 
presence of such a structure in dcwntcwn Schenectady indicates the surge of prosperilY 
ushered into the city by General Electric during the latter part of the Nineteenth 
century as well as Schenectac^'s cosmopolitan ci^irations in keeping pace with major 
metropolises of the period.

Of added significance is the Foster Building's continuity of historic use. Ihe 
lower two floors have functioned as retail space since the building's construction, 
vhile the upper floors have consistently been oocipied either as a hotel, or more 
recently as apartment units. Clxiett and Sons, a sheet music and piano store, was the 
principal occipant of the retail space from 1910 until the mid-1970's. Since that time, 
a series of businesses have oocipied the retail ^ce of the building's lower floors.

Ihe Hotel Foster, vhich was located on the ipper floors, was considered to be one of 
the finest and largest hotels in Schenectady. When the hotel opened, it offered sixty 
furnished rooms with a bathroom and sep^te toilet on each floor, hot and cold water in 
every room, and all other modem conveniences, including an elevator, for one dollar a 
day. An advertisement in the 1911 City Directory called the Hotel Foster ".. .an ip-to- 
date clean, quiet and comfortable place for tourists and traveling men." A later ad in 
the 1915 directory pointed out the hotel's location ".. .two doors from new Waiting 
Room... In the heart of the business section." Ihe "Waiting Room" (at State and 
lafayette Streets) was the central waiting room for Schenectacfy's trolley systems, \hich 
opened in 1913 after protracted and well publicized negotiations for its site. Ihus, 
centrally located in a booming downtown, the Hotel Foster thrived, offering both daily 
and weekly rates. A 1938 photograph advertising specicil weekly rates suggests a 
subtly declining clientele, as the we^y rates had only risen fifty cents since 1911.

Today, the Foster Building remains an architectural landmark in downtown 
Schenectady. Its remarkably intact terra cotta Beaux-Arts facade overvhelms the 
streetsc^ now as it did at the turn of the century. Ihe design of the building not 
only reflects adherence to the dictates of a popular architectural style of the period; 
it also reflects the era's underlying national sentiment concerning urban design. 
Further, the Foster Dividing marks an important ^xxh in Schenectady's history, the 
establishment of GE within the city and the ensuing populaticxi growth and econcmic 
prosperi^ generated by the activities of this corporation. Ihe highly intact, 
distinguished interior and exterior features of this building receill the grandeur of 
Schenecta<^|s heyday and continue to ccntribute to the city today. Ihe Foster Building 
remains a significant reflection of Schenectady's architectural and historical past.
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fire of 1871, for its firepnx,f pi:q,erties. Prior to 1890, terra ootta was primarily 
used in conjurci:ion with brick to highlight am eni:hasize architectural detail, after 
that it became cx:moonly used for exterior claddin:J aver steel-frame structures such as 
the Foster atlldin;J. While terra-ootta was a material in great use durinJ this tiloo, 
the level of intricate detailinJ foun::i on the Foster atllcli.m places it outside the nonn 
for the region. '!he only ccrrparable exanple of sudl intricate "tNOrk in the area is the 
McCarthy atlldin;J in Troy (also National Register listed) . 

'Ihe significanoe of the Foster 8.rllcli.m's Beaux-Arts design in white glazed terra 
cotta, however, reaches even beycn:l its piysical attrirutes as a distinct exanple of its 
style. It also reflects the turn of the century fashion often referred to as the City 
Beautiful :rocwement. 'lhis DrNement, an oot.growth of the 1893 Colunt>ian Exposition, 
advocated m::mumental., luxurio.isly awc,inted architecture in light am bright hues, 
reminiscent of Ilr{)erial Rane. Its influen:,e primarily manifested itself in prosperous 
w:ban centers where turn-of-the-oentury ~th was ~ted am the cx:>nstniction of 
these lavishly cq:p:>inted civic ard ocmnercial naruments was ecx:>nanically feasible. 'Ihe 
presence of such a structure in downtown Sdlenectady inilcates the surge of prosperity 
ushered into the city by General Electric durinJ the latter part of the Nineteenth 
century as ¥Jell as SChenectady's cosuqx,litan aspirations in keepinJ pace with major 
metropolises of the pericxi. 

Of added significance is the Foster 8.rllcli.m's continuity of historic use. 'Ihe 
lower two floors have fuoctianed as retail space sinoe the ruildin;J's oonst.:ruction, 
while the upper floors have consistently been occupied either as a hotel, or nore 
recently as apartment units. Cluett ard Sons, a sheet nusic ard piano store, was the 
principal ocx::upant of the retail space fran 1910 until the mid-1970's. Sinoe that tiloo, 
a series of businesses have cxx:,.ipied the retail space of the builcli.m's lower floors. 

'!he Hotel Foster, whidl. was located on the lJR)er floors, was considered to be one of 
the finest am largest hotels in Schenectady. When the hotel ~, it offered sixty 
furnished roc:ms with a bathroan ard separate toilet on eadl. floor, hot am cold water in 
every roan, am all other nalern oonvenien::es, includin:J an elevator, for one dollar a 
day. An advertisenent in the 1911 City Directory called the Hotel Foster " .•. an up-to­
date clean, quiet am cx:mfortable place for tourists am travelinJ men." A later ad in 
the 1915 directory pointed a.it the hotel's location " ••• two doors fran new Wai tin] 
Roan ••• In the heart of the business section." 'Ihe ''WaitinJ Roan" (at state ard 
Iafayette streets) was the central waitinJ roan for Sdl.enectady's trolley systems, which 
opened in 1913 after protracted ard well p.iblicized negotiations for its site. 'lhus, 
centrally located in a boanjrg downtown, the Hotel Foster thrived, offerinJ both daily 
arrl -weekly rates. A 1938 ~ advertisinJ special weekly rates suggests a 
slightly declininJ clientele, as the weekly rates had only risen fifty cents since 1911. 

Today, the Foster BuiJ.cli.m remains an architectural laoomark in dOv.ll'lt.c:Ml 
Schenectady. Its remarkably intact terra cotta Beaux-Arts facade ovei:whelms the 
streetscape 'fDI as it did at the turn of the century. '!he design of the wilding not 
only reflects adherence to the dictates of a pop.llar architectural style of the pericxi; 
it also reflects the era's mxlerlyin;J national sentinent ex:>neemirg urban design. 
further, the Foster ati.l.cli.m marks an intx>rtant epoch in Sdlenectady' s history, the 
establishroont of GE within the city am the ensuIDJ pop.llation gra,.rth am ecorx:mic 
prosperity generated by the activities of this corporation. 'Ihe highly intact, 
distirgu.ished interior am exterior features of this builcli.m recall the grameur of 
Schenectady's heyday am continue to contrirute to the city tcxiay. 'Ihe Foster atllding 
remains a significant reflection of Schenectady's architectural am historical past. 
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This submission provides additional documentation for the· Foster Building, listed on the National 

Register in 1991. 

First, we are clarifying the number of contributing features within the boundary. The National Register 
nomination discussed only the five-story hotel building at 508 State Street, while the boundary, a 

single lot, also encompassed 510 and 512 State and 214 Lafayette. While it is not possible to know the 
intent of the SHPO in nominating the complex in 1991 , new research supports the conclusion that all 

four buildings are appropriately included in National Register nomination. 

-A 1914 Sanborn map (enclosed) reveals that 512 State and 214 Lafayette were apparently constructed 

at the same time and both were constructed for the use of the Schenectady Railway Company. Thus, 

they were connected historically. 

-A comparison of historic and current photos suggests that all three attached components might be 
early twentieth century buildings. For 510 and 512, the facades are altered but recognizable in their 

fonn and in certain characteristics. The section attached to 512, known as 214 Lafayette, retains good 

exterior integrity. 

-A thorough report by consultant Patricia Altman has documented that all four buildings were 
intemal1y connected before the nomination was submitted in 1991. Buildings at 512 State and 214 

Lafayette were connected historically; buildings at 510 and 512 were connected since at least 1961, 

and buildings at 508 and 510 were connected in 1985 as part oftbe "Charles Court Renovations." This 

report is enclosed. 

Second, we are adding industry and commerce as areas of significance. In the early twentieth century, 

Schenectady enjoyed a thriving economy as home to major advancements in engineering and 

technology. The city experienced a period of massive growth after the 1892 consolidation of the 

Edison Machine Works and several other companies to form the General Electric Company. In 
addition, the city's role as a transportation center, which had emerged after the opening of the Erie 

Canal in 1825, only grew with the coming of the railroad, making Schenectady the center of a wide­

ranging transportation network. Locomotive manufacturing became the city' s second largest industry, 

D See continuation sheet 
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after electricity, and together these two industries had an almost immeasurable effect on the city' s 
grown and development. 

The .Foster Building and its attached components are related to the city' s booming development in 
these years. The Foster Building was a hotel that provided shelter for traveling salesmen, transient 
housing for new employees, and accommodations for tourists. The building at 512 State/214 Lafayette 
was constructed in 1913 for the Schenectady Railway Company and appears to have served as shops 
and offices. The building at 510 State, labeled "laundry" in 1914, may have been related either to the 
hotel or to the railway building. 

D See continuation sheet 



. UJ ,.. 
a, ,.. 

. CD 

"' ... 
• 

•• ... 
• 

• ... 
• 

• .. 
0 

-:r 
• G· 

= OR.j 1 11 a.,\ no vn , n a., -h el I'\ l:i e>wY\J AA ~ 
(, 1\ot -\o 'S~) 

Sits. Plan 

i=·osTER BUILDING 

, , 



, 

v.; 
1 

r' 

m 
'EZT' 
Jt•~' - ~ 

:1 ,, 
11 

II 

= C _ II 
C: - r::: =. = =- =- = 

514 

u. 
r: 
'· 

I 

.., 

Page 1 of 1 

/ 
l 

@ Jt. 
~ ,:;/, 

"' ~ • If ' ., '< <. 
'I ., ·< 
I 

I 

4(l 
~J 
~ .. 
~· ; .~., 
't. 

h1tn-ll!--aJ1bo111.umi .com.db!.!atewav.nvsed.. g v/sanl orn/imaf!e/fetchima1i.e?statc=nv&reelid... 4/29/2014 



National Register of Historic Places 
Memo to File 
 

Correspondence 
The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes 
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of 
Historic Places received associated with the property. 
Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of 
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the 
property. 
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DATE: 

PACA PRESERVATION, LLC 
POST OFFICE BOX 649 

13 HUDSON STREET 

KINDERHOOK, NEW YORK 12106 

518.821 . 2575 

MEMORANDUM 

8 May 2014 

MAY l 2 · ') 11 

DIVIS ION FOR 
HISTOHIC PRESERVATION 

TO: 

FROM: 

Travis Bowman, NYS Division for Historic Preservation 

Patricia Altman 

RE: Foster Building, Schenectady 

The Foster Building at 508 State Street in Schenectady, New York was listed on the National 
Register in 1991. The nomination stated that the boundaries of the resource corresponded with 
the property lines as identified on the city tax map. The tax map attached to the nomination 
showed all of Lot 19.1 shaded, indicating that the entire lot was within the boundaries of the 
nominated resource. This L-shaped lot includes 508 State Street, 510 State Street, 512 State 
Street, and 204 Lafayette Street. 

Per SHPO's request, PACA Preservation LLC undertook research to document that all four 
buildings were internally connected prior to the nomination and, thus, the nomination correctly 
defined the property boundary and included all four buildings as one resource. 

Sanborn maps show that door openings have existed between 510 and 512 State and between 512 
State and 204 Lafayette since at least 1961. 508 and 5 l O State were connected later, in 1985, as 
part of the "Charles Court Renovations." The permit drawings for this project more fully 
document the door openings among the four buildings. The drawings show that most of the 
existing openings at that time were retained between 510 and 512 State and between 512 State 
and 204 Lafayette and, importantly, that a new door opening was introduced between 508 State 
(Hotel Foster) and 510 State. The buildings were, therefore, all connected internally prior to 
National Register listing in 1991. 

Today, the buildings appear to be connected as they were in 1985. This includes openings at the 
following locations: 

• 508 State and 510 State-2nd floor 
• 510 State and 512 State- 3rd floor and likely the 2nd floor 

(the area was not accessible during the site visit) 
• 512 State and 204 Lafayette - ground, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th floors 

The attached documentation includes detail images from the 1961 and 1974 Sanborn maps and 
the I 985 permit drawings, as well as photographs of the door openings. 

Thanks again for your assistance. Please don't hesitate to contact me if you have any questions. 
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i NEW YORK STATE a 
New York State Office of Parks, 
Recreation and Historic Preservation 
Division for Historic Preservation 
P.O. Box 189, Waterford , New York 12188-0189 
518-237-8643 

23 May 2014 

Alexis Abernathy 
National Park Service 
National Register of Historic Places 
1201 Eye St. NW, 8th Floor 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

Re: Foster Building q f C>~ 0 , ' t 
Schenectady, Schenectady County 

Dear Ms. Abernathy: 

RECEIVED 2280 

MAY 3 0 2014 drew M. Cuomo 
Governor 

NAt REGISTER OF HISTORIC PlACES Rose Harvey 
NATIONAL PARK SERVIC Commissioner 

Enclosed is additional documentation for the Foster Building, Schenectady, Schenectady County, 
New York. We appreciate your prompt attention to this, as the owner is waiting to submit a part 
1 application for the Investment Tax Credit. 

Please feel free to call Kathleen La Frank at 518.23 7 .8643 x 3261 if you have any questions. 

Sincerely: 

.; 1J RM-pt1et 
Ruth Pierpont 
Deputy SHPO 
New York State Historic Preservation Office 

An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Agency 0 printed on recycled paper www.nysparks.com 


