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CONUI I ION

Longview Farm encompasses a Large two story brick house of the 
transitional period attached to a brick ell which may be 
18th century in origin, and a smaller four-bay cottage with 
large chimney which appears to have been built for servants.

Ma i n House - The main House can be divided into two archi 
tectural eras. The ell, which includes a primitive kitchen, a 
den and an upstairs which has its own secret chamber may have 
been built before the turn of the 19th century. Batten and 
six panel doors, ash floors, a close ted staircase) and a pop tar 
mantel ap p ea r ing t o be of t he class i c a1 period a r e c ha r ac t < ) r- 
istic of this portion of the house. Beams in the kitchen show 
signs of having been charred,

The front block of the house, which from the outside presents 
a two-story, five-bay facade with two single porticos (one- 
above the other) being supported by Ionic columns. The two 
slightly recessed central doors are flanked by smaller Ionic 
colonnettes, A pedimented entablature caps the two story twin 
porticoes. One of the chimneys on the gable end stands out 
side the end wall, white the other is on the inside, Garret 
end lookouts are on the third floor or attic, LInte1s are of 
cut stone.

Woodwork on the inside of the front mass is mixed, There? Is 
some six panel door treatment upstairs. Tooling appears to be 
that of the period preceding the Greek Revival period. Mantels 
are Greek Revival, and long panels appear on the closeting 
beneath the staircase. All floors, upstairs and downstairs, 
are ash. Chair railing exists except in the parlor to the 
right of the front door where window sash treatment exists to 
floor level.

Smaller House - Of common bond brick-laying style, this four- 
bay, one and one-half story house has large chimneys, fine 
detail arid appears to have? been the servants' house. Its con 
struction by tradition preceded that of the larger house 
although its window frames hint of a larger date, or of having 
been replaced.
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T AT EM EN T OK SI G N I F1 C AN C

Longview, a stately Greek Revival mansion with an early brick 
ell, is a good example of eclectic architecture; examples of 
both 18th century and 19th century interior woodwork remain. 
Historically it is primarily significant as the home of Richard 
M. Johnson, Vice-President of the United States under President 
Martin Van Buren (1837-1841).

The story of the building of Longview is interesting, David 
Thomson, who had come to Scott County in 1789 at the age of 14, 
married Elizabeth Suggett in 1801. During the early years of 
the marriage he engaged the milling business with members of 
the Suggett family. In .1817 he bought the farm that is now 
called Longview and first built a small brick house for his 
family. After his larger structure was completed in 1819, he 
moved his servants into the smaller one.

In 1833 Thomson, owner of 75 slaves, a paper mill, a merchant 
mill, several farms and interest in other enterprises, led a 
caravan of a dozen members of his family and their slaves to 
Pettis County, Missouri when they began again the pioneer 
existence. The Thomson slaves Included a millwright, carpenter 
stone mason, farm hands, weaver, spinner, cooks and house 
servants, Thomson named the town formed by the emigration, 
Georgetown, after his home in Kentucky. He erected his brick 
house in Missouri in 1840. The community was a thriving town 
until the Missouri Pacific Railway was routed elsewhere due to 
the prejudices of Georgetown residents. It is now a ghost 
town .

Biographically, Thomson at the age of 18 volunteered under 
Gen, Scott in the 1793 campaign, and he served under Richard 
M. Johnson at the Battle of the Thames. Biographers credit 
Thomson with the death of Tecumseh, noting that he allowed 
Johnson, a cousin by marriage, to have credit as he coufd use 
it politically. The Thomson agent sold Longview to Johnson in 
1837, when Johnson was serving his first year as Vice-President 
The best known Thomson son was Manlius Valerius Thomson, hero 
of the War with Mexico, and Lieutenant Governor of Kentucky 
from 1849.
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8. SIGNIFICANCE

Richard M. Johnson, Vice-President of the United States under 
President Martin Van Buren, owned and occupied this estate which 
he named Longview while he was serving in that office. Some of 
the Greek Revival detail of the} structure indicates that it was 
also remodelled during that period. Johnson achieved national 
fame on at least three counts - he became the hero of the War of 
L8L2 when he received credit for slaying Tocumseh and for also 
plotting the strategy which gave his cavalrymen the victory over 
the British at the Battle of the Thames; he labored tor several 
years to abolish imprisonment for debt by means of a bill which 
he authored in the United States Senate; and he operated from 
1818 until the 1830's on two of his farms a federally supported 
school for Indians known as Choctaw Academy. He became the first 
native)--born Kentuckian to represent the Commonwealth in its legis 
lature, in the United States Congress and in the United States 
Senate. He was elected to the state legislature in 1804, and in 
1806 was elected to the United States Congress. As a War Hawk, 
he led toward declaration of War in 1812 against the British, and 
returned home to train a regiment of "shock cavalry," developing 
a technique of warfare which modernized the cavalry system. His 
regiment led the attack at the Battle of the Thames, and Johnson, 
with 25 balls having penetrated himse^lf , his clothing or his 
horse, remained near death for months. He returned to Congress 
a hero. In 1818 he "retired" and the legislature named him to the 
United States Senate. The Choctaw Academy, on his Blue Spring- 
Farm, in 1825 was placed under supervision of the Department of 
War with a $6,000 annual grant. Between 1822 and 1832 he annually- 
introduced a bill in the Senate to release debtors from imprison 
ment. This bill passed in 1832, bringing Johnson immediate 
acclaim, especially in New York. He ran tor President in 1836, 
winning considerable populist-type support. His contest for 
Vice-President resulted in high tension, the election being so 
close that the House of Representatives had to make the decision. 
He ran again in 1840 and 1844, losing. He bought Longvie)w in 
1837 and deeded it to creditor Fabricus McCalla in 1841. A bald- 
cypress tree on this and other farms owned by Johnson, hints to 
the Vice-President's landscaping pecularities.

Draper papers indicate that Johnson lost the farm to Great Cross 
ing meirchant, Fataricus McCalla. The narrative indicates that 
Indian boys attending Choctaw Academy charged items at the store, 
and that the debt was so large that Johnson deeded him the farm in 
(lieu of the debt. McCalla sold the farm to his nephew Willie B. 
Galloway, at whose death in 1888 the property was left to George 
town College for sale, proceeds to be invested for the education 
of Indian boys.


