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1 . Namf t n f P r o p e r t y 

historic name VFW Parkway, Metropolitan Park System of Greater Boston MPS 

otiier names/site number. 

2 Ln r . a t i nn 

Street & number VFW Parkway, between Spring and Centre Streets 

city or town Rnstnn and Rrool<line 

state Massachusetts code_MA_ munty QiffniWNnrfnik codeJ]25/Q2J zip code Q2132/Q2445 

N/A not for publication 

N/A vicinity 

3. Sta t f i /F f t r ie ra l A g e n n y C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this Ifi'fiomination 
• request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
P^lieets • does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
• nationally B'^atewide • locally. (• See continuation sheet for additional comments.^ . , 

:ifying official/Title CarwH. Metz, State Historic Preservation Officer ~ Signature V certifying official/Title CarWH. Metz, State Historic Preservation Officer 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property • meets • does not meet the National Register criteria. ( • See continuation sheet for additional Comments.) 

Signature of certifying official/Title Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4 N a f i n n a l Park Se rv i c f t C e r t i f i c a t i n n 
I, her«)y certify that this property is; 

I entered in the National Register 
• See continuation sheet. 

• determined eligible for the 
National Register 

• See continuation sheet. 
• determined not eligible for the 

National Register 
• removed from the 

National Register 
• other (explain): 

Signature of the Keeper. . Dale of Action 



V F W Parkway 
Name of Property 

Suf fn lk /Nnrfn lk MA 
County and State 

fi. C lass i f ina t inn 

Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) 

_ private 
.xpublic-local 
_ public-State 
_ public-Federal 

(Check only one box) 

_ building(s) 
jidistrict 
_ site 
_ structure 
_ object 

Name of related multiple property listing 

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

Metropol i tan Park Sys tem of Greater Boston 

Number of R e s o u r c e s within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

Contributing Noncontributing 

.building 

sites 

. structures 

objects 

Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 

J L 

6 Funr.t inn nr U s e 

Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

RECREATION/CULT lJRF /nu t f l nn r re f ^ rea t i nn 

L A N D S C A P E / p a r k , natural feature , conservat ion area 

TRANSPORTATION/ rna f l - re ia tR f l 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

RFCREATION/C lJLT lJRE/nu tdnn r recreation 

LANDSCAPE/pa rk , natural feature, conservat ion area 

TRANSPORT ATlQN/rnad-related 

7. n e s r r i p t i n n 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

N/A 

Materials 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation 

walls 

roof. 

other asphal t , concre te , grani te, plantings, steel 

Narrative Descr ip t ion 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 
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DESCRIPTION — 

The Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Parkway, located in Boston and a tiny portion of Brookline, 
Massachusetts, is a 2.5-mile-long, four-lane divided parkway in Boston's regional park system 
administered by the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR), formerly the 
Metropolitan District Commission (MDC). (In July 2003, the MDC was reorganized as the Division of 
Urban Parks and Recreation within the newly created DCR.) It is a heavily traveled arterial route through 
a moderately settled suburban residential neighborhood with occasional commercial pockets at major 
intersections. Beginning at Centre Street in the West Roxbury neighborhood of Boston, VFW Parkway 
follows a crescent-shaped alignment that takes it west and then south to its terminus at Spring Street at the 
southeastem edge of the Charles River Reservation. As it travels from east to south, the roadway 
gradually descends from an elevation of 160 feet above sea level at Centre Street to an elevation of 95 
feet above sea level at Spring Street. The topography of the immediate setting of the parkway is variable 
and ranges from a gently sloping forest at its westem terminus to a somewhat marshy area as the roadway 
approaches the Charles River. For the purposes of this nomination, VFW Parkway is discussed from 
Centre Street to Spring Street. 

VFW Parkway (#1 on the data sheet) begins just west of the Amold Arboretum at the northwestem 
edge of Centre Street in Boston. From this point, the flat roadway gently winds westward for 1 '/z miles 
until it reaches Baker Street and the roadway tums south for another mile until it reaches its southem 
terminus at Spring Street. The setting of the road north of Baker Street is primarily residential mixed with 
some institutional buildings. Occasional wooded areas also border the road (PHOTO #1). The majority of 
buildings date from the early twentieth century to the post-World War II era. A few modem commercial 
buildings, including a small strip mall at Independence Avenue, are also located alongside the parkway. 
As the road reaches its southem terminus at Spring Street in Dedham, the residential character of the road 
gives way to a variable setting that includes St. Joseph's Cemetery, the West Roxbury High School, a 
Home Depot, and the Veterans Administration Hospital, as well as a DCR-owned bathhouse located at 
Havey Beach, part of the DCR-owned Charles River Reservation. 

The configuration of VFW Parkway is consistent along its entire length. The roadway consists of four 
asphalt 12-foot-wide lanes, two traveling in each direction, separated by a median (#2 on the data sheet) 
that varies in width from 24 feet to 40 feet. Median breaks are located at major intersections to allow for 
left-hand tums from the parkway onto intersecting streets. Both the road and the median are edged with 
vertical granite blocks. These curbs are relatively large, 8 inches by 4 inches, in proportion to the same 
type of curb used to edge other parkways in the park system. Curb cuts have been provided for adjacent 

(continued) 
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properties. Sidewalks, alleniaiely concrete and asphalt, border both sides of the paikway. Planting sliips" 
with evenly spaced mature oaks, many original to the parkway, border the road between the sidewalk and 
the curb. Oak trees, 50 to 75 years old, also define the outer edges of the median for the entire length of 
the parkway. Together, the trees that define the outer edges of the parkway and the median form a lofty, 
dramafic canopy (Tree Allee, #3 on the data sheet). This, the most character-defining feature of VFW 
Parkway, is considered contributing to the significance of this nomination. 

As the roadway travels west from Centre Street, the south side of the road is bounded by several late 
20th-century houses. The substantial complex of Our Lady of the Annunciation Byzantine Melkite 
Catholic Rite Cathedral (1966) is located on the north side of the road. For 2/10* of a mile west of the 
cathedral complex, the roadway is of varying elevations, with the south side higher than the north side. 
Just shy of the rotary marking the intersection with West Roxbury Parkway, the two sides of VFW 
Parkway once again are at the same elevation. As the roadway approaches West Roxbury Parkway, 
buildings give way to an entirely wooded setting that includes a variety of oaks, maples, and pines, as 
well as some granite outcrops. SS-type rails are located where the surrounding property occasionally 
drops below the grade of the road. A drainage canal, lined with mortared fieldstone, runs along the north 
side of the road until it crosses under the parkway by way of a pair of clay pipe culverts (#4 on the data 
sheet) and borders the south side of the road. Because this culvert is original to the design of the roadway, 
it is considered a contributing element for the purposes of this nomination (PHOTO #3). The ditch veers 
to the south as it approaches West Roxbury Parkway and, ultimately, travels away from VFW Parkway. A 
traffic rotary (Frank R. Kelly Memorial Rotary, #5 on the data sheet) is located at the intersecfion of 
West Roxbury Parkway and VFW Parkway (PHOTO #2). Named for a former Park Commissioner of 
Boston and war veteran, the rotary was built in 1934 as part of the parkway. It is, therefore, considered a 
contributing feature of this nomination. The rotary was landscaped in 1942 with various omamental 
shrubs and trees, including Chinese Azalea, Japanese Yew, Carolina Hemlock, Orchid Azalea, and 
Mountain Laurel. A granite monument that commemorates Frank R. Kelly (Frank R. Kelly Memorial 
Monument, #6 on the data sheet), erected within the last two decades, is located near the middle of the 
rotary; because of its age, it is not considered a contributing feature of this parkway nomination. 

Traveling south from the rotary, the roadway is bounded on both sides by residential buildings that date to 
varying periods of the twentieth century. The roadway crosses into the town of Brookline for a distance 
of approximately 2/10"' mile. On the north side of the roadway at and around Independence Drive is a 
portion of the garden-style apartments of Hancock Village, a brick. Colonial Revival-style complex 
erected between 1946 and 1949 by the town and the Hancock Insurance Company for retuming veterans 

(continued) 
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and their families. (The shopping plaza at Independence Avenue, now subsianiially alieied, was also tlitr" 
work of the Hancock development team.) Single-family residences along the parkway in this secdon are 
typically set about 30 feet from the edge of the pavement. A few buildings are elevated above the 
roadway. This setting is consistent for a distance of approximately 1 VA miles until the road crosses Baker 
Street, after which the character of the roadway becomes variable. The intersection of VFW Parkway and 
Baker Street is marked as Reid Square, named in honor of a marine killed in Viemam. 

Traveling south from Baker Street, an entrance to St. Joseph's Cemetery is located immediately to the 
west of the roadway. The east side of the road continues to be bounded by houses. These residences date 
from the mid to late 20th century and are typically one to two stories in height (PHOTO #4). Just south 
of the cemetery, which can now be seen from the road, the grounds of West Roxbury High School border 
the west side of the road. Immediately after passing the high school, the roadway passes under a granite 
block, concrete, and steel girder bridge (Former New York, New Haven & Hartford Railroad Bridge, 
#7 on the data sheet) (PHOTO #5) used by the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority (MBTA). 
This bridge, which is undated but appears to date to the 1930s, was built for the New York, New Haven 
and Hartford Railroad. It is considered a contributing feature of the parkway nomination. South of the 
railroad bridge, the setting consists largely of contemporary residential and commercial infill, including 
several condominiums, apartment developments, and a Home Depot (on the site of a drive-in theater). 
The Veterans Administrafion Hospital borders the east side of the roadway just before it reaches its 
terminus at Spring Street, while the west side of the street borders the Charles River Reservation. The 
reservation here consists of a pond (Cow's Island Pond) and wetlands that are visible from the roadway. 
Several buildings associated with the reservation are located adjacent to the road, including the Walter D. 
Bryan Memorial Rink (ca. 1964), the James E. Phelan Pool (ca. 1964), and the Havey Beach Bathhouse 
(1913), a one-story brick structure designed by Peabody and Steams as a stable for the Parental School for 
Boys. The MDC acquired the building in 1933 when it created Havey Beach at Cow's Pond Island in the 
Charles River Reservation. 

Views along VFW Parkway are primarily down the corridor, as buildings, trees, and woodlands close off 
most middle- or long-distance views. 

Archaeological Description 

While no ancient Native American sites are located within or adjacent to the VFW Parkway, sites may be 
present. Nineteen sites are located in the general area (within one mile). Environmental characteristics 

(continued) 
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indicate a high potential for the presence of ancient Native American sites in many areas of the parkway. 
The right of way intersects several well-drained, level to moderately sloping terraces and other landforms 
within 1,000 feet of the Charles River floodplain, its tributaries, and related wetlands. Most known sites 
within the general area are located on the northem side of the parkway from southwest to northeast near 
Charles River wetlands. 

In spite of the high potential for the presence of ancient Native American resources in the vicinity of the 
VFW Parkway, the potential for locating significant Native resources within the parkway boundaries is 
low. The parkway includes paved travel lanes, rotaries, bridges, traffic signals, planting strips and 
sidewalks where they exist or a corridor that extends 10 feet from the current edge of the parkway where 
the above components are absent. Grading and excavation, then constmction and maintenance of the ' 
parkway components listed above from 1931 to 1942 had a major impact on the integrity of any ancient 
Native American resources that were present within the parkway right of way. Fragmented portions of 
archaeological sites, including deeply buried artifact concentrations and truncated features, may survive 
within the right of way; however, it is doubtful that National Register-eligible sites survive. Known sites 
that existed within or extended into the parkway right of way have been essentially destroyed. 

The potential for locating significant historical archaeological sites within the parkway right of way is 
also low. Historic period settlement has been identified in the Boston, Brookline and Dedham locale 
since the 17"' century, indicating the potential for locating historic archaeological sites from that period 
and later. In general, however, detailed historical research is lacking for the parkway route, making it 
difficult to predict the locations and types of specific sites. 

Given the same impacts associated with construction of the parkways described for ancient Native 
American resources, the potential for recovering intact and significant historical archaeological resources 
is also low within the parkway right of way. Roadway construction has also destroyed potential historical 
archaeological resources within the nominated parkway area. Truncated features and/or deeply buried 
fragments of sites may survive, but the overall integrity of these sites has been compromised. 

(end) 
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Name of Property 
8. Sta tement nf S i g n i f i c a n c e 

Rii f fn ik/Nnrfn ik, MA_ 
County and State 

Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) 

_x A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

_ B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

JLC Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

_ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 

_ A owned by religious institution or used for 
religious purposes. 

_ B removed from its original location. 

_ C a birthplace or grave. 

_ D a cemetery. 

_ E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

_ F a commemorative property. 

_ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Community Development and Planning 

Conservation 

Engineering 

Lanri.scape Architecture 

Tran.sportation 

Period of Significance 

1931-1956 

Significant Dates 

1931-1942 roadway cnnstRJcted 

Significant Person 
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

Cultural Affiliation 

Architect/Builder 

Char les Eliot, O lms ted Brothers 

9. miajor B ib l iographica l R e f e r e n c e s 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested 

_ previously listed in the National Register 
_ previously determined eligible by the National 

Register 
_ designated a National Historic Landmark 
_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

# 
_ recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

Primary location of additional data: 

_ State Historic Preservation Office 
JLOther State agency 
_ Federal agency 
_ Local government 
_ University 
_ Other 

Name of repository: 
n C R . Bos ton . MA 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

The Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Parkway, a 2.5-mile-long parkway in Boston and Brookline, 
Massachusetts, is significant as a relatively unaltered example of a connecting boulevard designed for the 
Metropolitan Parks Commission (MPC). The parkway was created to provide a link between the Charles 
River Reservation and West Roxbury Parkway, which leads to other reservations such as Hammond Pond 
and Stony Brook. VFW Parkway was constructed in sections, from West Roxbury Parkway to Spring 
Street, between 1931 and 1938. The parkway was extended from Spring Street to Washington Street in 
1941 but because the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR), formerly the 
Metropolitan District Commission (MDC), no longer owns this section of the parkway, it is not included 
in the present nomination. The final portion, constructed in 1942, runs from West Roxbury Parkway east 
to Centre Street and is still owned by DCR. 

VFW Parkway as nominated possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, 
feeling, and association. It meets National Register Criteria A and C in the significance areas of 
community development and planning, engineering, landscape architecture, and transportation at the state 
level and fulfills the Parkways Registration Requirements for the associated Connecting Parkway 
property subtype, under Section F of this Multiple Property Documentation Format nomination. The 
period of significance for VPW Parkway is from 1931, the beginning of construction, through 1956. 

The first portion of VFW Parkway that was constructed began at Spring Street on the Boston/Dedham 
line and traveled northwest to connect with West Roxbury Parkway. Built from 1931 to 1938, this 
portion of the roadway consisted of two lanes traveling in either direction, separated by a median. Record 
construction plans from the 1930s indicate that the general setting for most of the parkway from Centre 
Street to Baker Street, just north of St. Joseph's Cemetery, was much as it appears today, with a mix of 
residential and civic development. Oak trees were planted along both the outer edges of the parkway and 
the median in order to create a formal allee along the roadway. According to the February 1936 Annual 
Report of the MDC, 40 oak trees and 125 bushes were planted along VFW Parkway in 1935'. South of 
Baker Street, the configuration of the roadway was the same as the northem section; however, the setting 
south of Baker Street was generally undeveloped in the 1930s and consisted primarily of wetlands 
associated with the Charles River and Cow Island Pond. The only structure located adjacent to the 
parkway south of Baker Street was an MDC bathhouse built in 1933 at Havey Beach, part of the Charles 

(continued) 

' MDC Annual Report, January 1936, p. 7. All further quotes and dates are from subsequent editions of the Annual 
Report or plans in the DCR plans room, unless otherwise noted. 
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River Reservation, near Spring Street. Construction plans from this period also show that several 
residential streets were proposed to intersect the parkway from a growing residential neighborhood 
located near the east side of the roadway. Record construction plans for the railroad bridge just north of 
Spring Street also begin during this period. The bridge was originally built for the New York, New 
Haven and Hartford Railroad. 

Notable improvements made to the roadway as it neared completion, including work by the Works 
Progress Administration (WPA), included a one-inch bituminous seal that was applied to the surface of 
the parkway in 1936 and, in 1939, the construction of a drainage system along the parkway (but outside 
the boundary of the National Register district), south of Baker Street. The WPA did some beautification 
work, "grubbing, grading, and seeding," in 1937. 1941 marked a year of major changes with the 
reconstruction of the southbound lanes from West Roxbury Parkway to Spring Street and the construction 
of an extension of the parkway from Spring Street to Washington Street in Dedham (as mentioned above, 
no longer in the hands of the DCR and excluded from the present nomination). The following year, the 
MDC took possession of the northwestem and final portion of the roadway, a previously unnamed pre­
existing municipal road from West Roxbury Parkway to Centre Street. The Frank R. Kelly Rotary was 
built at the intersection of West Roxbury Parkway in 1934 when constmction of VFW Parkway began. 
When the final portion of the parkway was constructed in 1942, the MDC redesigned the landscaping of 
the rotary. The new rotary included an X-shaped gravel walkway as well as a variety of omamental plant 
types, including Chinese Azalea, Japanese Yew, Carolina Hemlock, Orchid Azalea, and Mountain Laurel. 
Spreading Yew was planted in the adjacent miters that were built at this intersection to further facilitate 
traffic maneuvers. Many years later, the rotary was named in honor of former Park Commissioner of 
Boston and war veteran Frank R. Kelly. A monument was erected in his memory at the center of the 
rotary in the 1980s. 

Changes to the parkway have generally been maintenance related. In-kind materials have been used in 
most repairs, thereby protecting the integrity of the roadway. The only notable exception is the 
replacement lighting that was installed in 1977: the original lighting, consisting of decorative cast-iron 
posts with pendant lights, was replaced in that year with the MDC standard type of the time, squared 
wooden posts with rectangular cobra-head lights. 

(end) 
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10. G e o g r a p h i r a l Data 

Acreage of Property approx. 20 acres 

UTIVI References See continuation sheet. 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

1. 19 
Zone 

2. 19 
Zone 

324100 
Easting 

321180 
Easting 

4684700 (NE terminus) 
Northing 

4684100 (NE of St. Joseph Cemetery) 
Northing 

3. 19 
Zone 

320800 
Easting 

4. 
Easting Zone 

_ See continuation sheet 
Verbal Boundary Description 

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

4682000 (SE of 
Northing Spring St.) 

Northing 

11. F o r m Prepared B y 

name/title V. Adams, S. Berg, T. Orwig, E. Maass, PAL; with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director MHC 

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission 

street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard 

city or town Boston state MA 

. date October 2004 

. telephone fi17-7?7-R470 

. zip code 02125 

Addit ional Dnni imenfat inn 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and whi te photographs of the property. 

A d d i t i o n a l i t e m s (Check with the S H P O or FPO for any additional items) 

P r o p e r t y O w n e r 

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 

name Commonwealth of Massachusetts; Dept. Conservation and Recreation; DUPR 

street & number 251 Causeway Street telephone fi17-727-5284 

city or town Boston . state_MA- . zip code 02114 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
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BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION AND JUSTIFICATION 

The National Register boundary for VFW Parkway is drawn to encompass property historically and 
currently associated with the roadway. This includes the parkway corridor and adjacent planting strips 

^ and sidewalks, where they exist. Where sidewalks and planting strips do not exist, the nomination 
W includes all the land that extends back ten feet from the current edge of the parkway. The boundary does 

not include adjacent MDC-owned parkland that is not directly related to the parkway. The specific termini 
for VFW Parkway are as follows: 

VFW Parkwav: The northeastem terminus of VFW Parkway corresponds to a line of convenience drawn 
along the southwestem edge of Centre Street in Boston (Ro4indale). The southeastem terminus of the 
parkway corresponds to a line of convenience drawn along the northwestem edge of Spring Street in 
Boston (West Roxbury). 

(end) 
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Photo List 

Photographer: Emily Maass 
July 2002 
Negatives at PAL, Pawtucket, RI 

#1. VFW Parkway, view looking northeast. 
#2. Frank R. Kelly Memorial Rotary, view looking east. 
#3. Culvert 
#4. VFW Parkway, view looking southwest. 
#5. Former New York, New Haven & Hartford Railroad Bridge, view looking south 
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Map# 

#1 

#2 

#3 

#4 

#5 

#6 

#7 

Name 

VFW Parkway 

Parkway Tree Allee 

Clay Pipe Culvert 

Frank R. Kelly Rotary 

VFW Parkway 
Boston/Brookline, Massachusetts 

District Data Sheet 

Town 

Bos/Brook 

Parkway Median System Bos/Brook 

Bos/Brook 

Boston 

Boston 

Frank R. Kelly Monument Boston 

former New York, New Boston 
Haven & Hartford Railroad 
Bridge 

Location Date Status Type 

Connecting parkway between 1931-1942 C ST 
Centre Street and Spring Street 

Located along parkway median 1931 -1942 C ST 
from Centre to Spring Sts. 

Borders the median and outer 1931-1942 C SI 
edges of parkway from Centre 
to Spring Sts. 

Travels under parkway immediately 1931-1942 C ST 
west of West Roxbury Parkway 

Intersection with West Roxbury 1934,1942 C ST 
Parkway 

In middle of Kelly Rotary ca. 1985 NC O 

north of Spring St. near West 1930s C ST 
Roxbury HS 
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY VFW Parkway, Met r o p o l i t a n Park System of Greater Boston 
NAME : 

MULTIPLE M e t r o p o l i t a n Park System of Greater Boston MPS 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, S u f f o l k 

DATE RECEIVED: 11/23/04 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 1/05/05 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 04 001432 

DATE OF PENDING LIST: 12/21/04 
DATE OF 45TH DAY: 1/06/05 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N 

LANDSCAPE: N 
PERIOD: N 
SLR DRAFT: N 

LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

ACCEPT RETURN REJECT i j C / / ) ^ ' DATE 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS 

RECOM./CRITERIA /AcfJ^j- A { 

REVIEWER VCXAAII/Z ^/^JUlj/^ DISCIPLINE f j 76^/^)0^^ 

TELEPHONE DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 

I f a nomination i s returned t o the nominating a u t h o r i t y , the 
nomination i s no longer under co n s i d e r a t i o n by the NPS. 

































The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 

October 29, 2004 

Ms. Carol Shull 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
1201 Eye Street, NW, 8'" floor 
Washington, DC 20005 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed please find the following nomination: 

VFW Parkway, Boston/Brooklme (Suffolk/Norfolk), MA 
Metropolitan Park System of Greater Boston (Parkways) MPS 

The nomination was voted eligible by the State Review Board and been signed by the State 
Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property in the Certified Local Govemment 
communities of Brookline and Boston were notified of pending State Review Board consideration 
60 to 90 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment. 

We request expedited review of this nomination. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

enclosure 

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 
(617) 727-8470 • Fax: (617) 727-5128 

www.state.ma.us/sec/mhc 



cc: William F. Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth 
Commissioner Katherine Abbott, DCR 
DCR/DUPR:Sean Fisher, Karl Haglund, Samantha Overton, Joseph Orfant, Julia O'Brien, Rick 

Corsi 
Public Archaeology Laboratory, consultants 
Secretary Ellen Roy Herzfelder, EOEA 
Patrice Kish, Betsy Shure Gross, DCR 
Brookline: Deborah Goldberg, Brookline Board of Selectmen; Greer Hardwicke, David 

England, Brookline Historical Commission; Robert Duffy, Planning and Economic 
Development 

Boston: Mayor Thomas Menino; Roysin Billett, Boston Landmarks Commission/CLG; 
Susan Pranger, Chair, Boston Landmarks Commission 


