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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

"The building combines exterior wall surfaces of fish-scale shape, brick, 
and stone... The foundation is of rough ashlar limestone with a water 
table of dressed rock... The arch of the first-floor window is filled 
with stained lead glass in a sunflower pattern... The chimney stack... 
forms the entire corner at the right of the facade... The main entrance 
"to the house is at the left corner of the facade and has two approaches, 
one from each street. A veranda covers the area and extends an equal 
distance along the facade and the left side of the house... In the central 
area is a frieze of spindles below a plain cornice which supports a shallow 
"candle-snuffer" tower with a finial. Behind this is a tall octagonal 
tower faced with fish-scale shingles on the second floor and with siding 
broken by round windows with diamond-shaped panes on the third floor. 
The roof of the tower is also eight-sided and is topped by a cast-iron 
finial... Other features of the facade are the second-floor porch with 
arched openings, short column supports, and balustrade of spindles and the 
large unperforated gable ornament composed of trefoil and sunburst 
designs... On the right side of the house on the second floor is an oriel 
window abutting the chimney. Also on the right side is a one-story window 
on the first floor which has small curved brackets under the eaves and a 
roof that is curved in shape." ^

A plain, 2% story frame addition has been made to the rear of the house. 
The interior has been extensively remodeled to accomodate apartments.

Margaret N. Keyes, "Nineteenth Century Home Architecture of Iowa 
City," pp. 89-91.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

. 
The Linsay House is an example of the neo-Jacobean style which developed
in the United States in the late 1870' s. The design was characterized by 
informality of plan and elevations, ir. regular roof contours and projecting 
wings and bays. The variety of exterior wall surfaces is particularly 
interesting.

The plans for the house were purchased from a George F. Barber & Company 
catalogue. The builder, Linsay, was a local businessman, dealing in 
fencing and seed during the 1890 ! s.
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