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_____________________________________________________________________________ 
7. Description  

 
Architectural Classification  
 (Enter categories from instructions.) 
 __N/A 
 
Materials: (enter categories from instructions.) 

Principal exterior materials of the property:  marble of varying grades, granite 
 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe 
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that 
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, 
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has 
historic integrity.) 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery is located approximately three miles north of 
the intersection of North Dakota Highways 3 and 11, and the city limits of Ashley, the 
county seat of McIntosh County. McIntosh County is situated in south central North Dakota, 
the second county east of the Missouri River, and its southern boundary forms part of the 
border between North and South Dakota. The cemetery sits on privately deeded, treeless 
prairie land measuring 275 feet by 275 feet. A paved country road that comes out of Ashley 
and heads north towards Logan County borders the cemetery on the east.  The other three 
sides of the property are adjacent to a cattle ranch and prairie grasses.  Homesteader 
pyramids of cleared rocks and stones dot the landscape nearby. Twenty-two marked 
graves of Jewish immigrants from the largest Jewish agricultural community in North 
Dakota1 are located in two separate fenced areas on the property– one for adults and 
children and one for infants. There are twenty-two original monuments from the period of 
1913-1932.  Eighteen of them are marble and four are granite. The grave monuments 
contain symbols, phrases and language significant to Jewish people for thousands of years. 
The use of the Hebrew language on the stones and the content of the epitaphs distinguish 
this cemetery from the non-Jewish prairie cemeteries in the vicinity.  The Ashley cemetery 
property is unique from the other two existing North Dakota Jewish homesteader 
cemeteries for five main reasons: 1) It is on the site of the largest Jewish agricultural 
settlement ever in North Dakota, 2) It has the largest number of marked graves of Jewish 
                         
1 J. Sanford Rikoon, Jewish Farm Settlements in America’s Heartland (Bloomington: Indiana University Press 
1995), 132, n. 55 and Jewish Agricultural and Industrial Aid Society, Annual Report (New York: JAS 1908), 25, 
both refer to the Ashley Jewish agricultural settlement as the largest group of Jewish farmers in North Dakota.  
See also, William C. Sherman, Prairie Mosaic: An Ethnic Atlas of Rural North Dakota, (Fargo: North Dakota 
Institute for Regional Studies 1983), 53, which refers to the Ashley Jewish homestead community as “perhaps 
the largest in the state.”  See Section 8 Statement of Significance for more detail. 
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homesteader families in either North or South Dakota, 3) It has the largest area of land set 
aside for Jewish burials of homesteaders in North or South Dakota, 4) It has a separate area 
for infants who have died, a custom of primarily Orthodox Jews, and 5) The Cemetery has 
never been close to a major population center. Though the Dakota Jewish homesteaders 
happily and successfully mingled with their neighbors of different backgrounds and 
religions, this separate cemetery shows that even on the remote prairie these Jewish 
immigrants considered it important to bury their dead in accordance with the traditions of 
their religion.  
 

 
Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery (view from northwest on 48th Avenue Southeast) 
 
The Cemetery Land 
 
Approximately three miles north of Ashley’s city limits, in a gentle valley about four feet 
below an adjacent rural road (48th Avenue Southeast) sits the Ashley Jewish Homesteaders 
Cemetery, a/k/a the “Beth Itzchock Cemetery” (House of Isaac Cemetery).2 A three-strand, 
five foot barbed wire fence surrounding the two separate grave areas was erected in 1952, 

                         
2 Though the entire deeded cemetery property measures 275 by 275 feet, an area 100 by 275 feet of the 
property, where no known graves are located, is on the other side of the western neighbor’s fence. R.C. Miles, 
H. Larimer, Plat of Jewish Cemetery, Ashley, ND (1933), Deeds for Ashley Jewish Cemetery, McIntosh County 
Courthouse. 
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at the direction of an elected committee of Ashley Jewish homesteaders and descendants 
and under the supervision of one of the former homesteaders.3 The fenced in portion of the 
cemetery containing the adult and children graves and monuments contains 20 graves.  
Approximately 50 feet southwest of this area is the infant area with two marked graves.4  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Two separate fenced areas of the Ashley Jewish Cemetery – the main portion with adult and children 
graves shown on the left, and the infants’ area on the right 
 
Burials of Jewish homesteaders in the cemetery took place from 1913 – 1932.  Twenty of 
the twenty-two burials took place during the twelve-year period from 1913 – 1924.  Over 

                         
3Joseph Bender, Interview by Alfred Thal, Tape Recording (St. Louis Park, MN, May 24, 1974) refers to Mr. 
Bender traveling to the area from Minneapolis to oversee the installation of the fence. The 1100-foot fence 
and railing along with one three and one half foot walk-in gate were purchased for $1229 from Montgomery 
Ward, with the ten percent church discount in 1952, and replaced a deteriorating “pasture-like fence.” The 
jagged portion, normally placed on the bottom was placed on top, as “extra protection against anyone going 
over the fence.”  Pauline Auerbach Greenberg Letters to “those interested in the Ashley Jewish Cemetery” and 
to fellow cemetery association directors Ben Grossman and Joe Bender (September 25, 1951, June 26, 1952 
and November 8, 1952). The Pauline Greenberg letters also refer to a suggestion in 1951 by Noah Dorfman, 
former homesteader and then cattle buyer, that the new fence have a wide enough gate so a team of horses 
pulling a mower could fit. The idea was rejected as the existing gate was too close to several monuments.  
 
4 There are perhaps three or more unmarked graves in the infants’ area of the Ashley Cemetery and one more 
grave in the adult/children section, based upon local newspaper accounts and homesteader family histories. 
See The Monuments, herein.  In August 2014, Mark Timbrook, trained in cemetery monument cleaning and 
restoration, spearheaded the cleaning and restoration of some monuments in this cemetery. Unaware of the 
evidence regarding additional graves in the infants’ area, after observing the unnatural sloping and 
indentations in the land Mr. Timbrook believed this area contained unmarked graves, as well. The reason for 
the separate infants area in some Jewish cemeteries, is that so many infants used to die years ago, religious 
parents would have been saying the Mourners’ Kaddish (prayer) almost continuously, if they were to say it 
for all their deceased infants. The placement of the infants in a separate area allows their memories to be 
honored while removing the requirement from the infants’ parents to “say Kaddish.” Rabbi Maurice Lamm, 
The Jewish Way in Death and Mourning (Middle Village, NY: Jonathan David Publishers 1969) 
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forty percent, or nine of the burials took place as a result of the Spanish Flu pandemic 
during 1918-1919, called “Die Sintfult” by the German Immigrants, or “the Deluge”.5 
 
The cemetery land was originally part of the land homesteaded in 1906 by female Russian 
Jewish immigrant Sarah Bendersky (later Sarah Schlasinger).   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Land Patent issued to Sarah Schlasinger (nee Bendersky) for homestead land, which includes present 
site of Ashley Jewish Cemetery.  Sarah was the daughter of Kiva and Rebecca Bender (nee Bendersky)6 
In 1907, she obtained title to the land for a payment of $170.00.7 In 1910, after moving to 
her husband’s homestead near Lehr, she sold it subject to a mortgage in favor of the Jewish 

                         
5 Ron Vossler, The Lost Jews of McIntosh, (North Dakota REC/RTC July 1986), 24. Mr. Vossler’s calculation of 
seven burials from 1918-1919 was based upon examination of the monuments which did not provide the dates of 
death only in Hebrew.  Once the Hebrew dates were translated, it was learned that nine of the twenty-two marked 
burials took place in 1918-1919. 
 
6 The Bendersky family from Odessa, was made up of parents Kiva and Rebecca, and surviving children Sarah, 
Lena and Joseph.  They arrived in three different groups to Castle Rock immigration center in New York City.  
All except Sarah had their original name of Bendersky changed to Bender at Castle Rock by immigration 
officials. 
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Agricultural Aid Society to Louis Rubin, a Jewish businessman in Ashley.  Mr. Rubin then 
sold the land, including the land that later became the Cemetery to Wolf and Alta Feneck in 
1911. During the time the Fenecks owned this property, it started to be used to formally 
bury members of the Jewish homesteading community.8 
 
In May 1918, once there had been nine marked burials in the cemetery, the Fenecks deeded 
the cemetery land back to Louis Rubin.  In 1948, after Mr. Rubin’s death, his heirs 
transferred the cemetery property to Pauline Greenberg, daughter of Israel and Sarah 
Auerbach, who are both buried there.  Mrs. Greenberg deeded the cemetery to the Ashley 
Jewish Cemetery Association in 1979.9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Deed for Cemetery Property from Pauline Greenberg to Ashley Jewish Cemetery Corporation (1979) 
This non-profit North Dakota Corporation, made up of descendants of the Ashley Jewish 
homesteaders has overseen the maintenance of the cemetery with the assistance of local 
                                                                               
7 Ethel Overby, Schlasinger Family History (1970s), North Dakota Jewish History Project, University of 
Minnesota archives, collected and compiled by Toba Geller, and hereinafter referred to as “The Geller North 
Dakota Jewish History Project.” 
 
8 Deeds at McIntosh County Courthouse 
 
9 Id.  
 

.... ,.,..i .,. • .,.1pr......-"'fl t SQ_rJ;h...Dailo.t,1 ~11/ ..... _.....,,..,c. 

On• DOll.t~j-J~~ IP~ -~ ..,~{Uablc_ 'c-~/~.i,,•'d.:.n "• ~ 
ln.1r J. ...... ,..,,, ••il ,-.r, •; '.. • "'' ,,., th ""'1,'>f •.-/ It 

!.,. ~i;H_\'""'"""•'•~•{ t -,~ -~,t· ,. •••~t.l•-W..-.tit•I 

•~•~ r ......... : .. ~t~ _.l'U, ~-~~•,_.,,.,,~\~.;;I~~ ~f;~,:;r 
!<i,rtb o,;;;oca 

Coar.fflcl.ng at a point thlrr7•Lh-rH f'N"L 'il'Ht d th• teu~MSC 
("Offlilr of tht Ncri-t~Ni•t Q-.usrt•c of Swtfon ll-.lrt.ccm (ll) in 

=t~ip n~;/~~r~~!r~I ~!.;0~~J;~II .!::Ui~!t1!:) {z~;-~:H, 
puall t!!l ir\tr, th■ Nit lin• of .,.[d q114rtU' •e.ctloa,; t,enc• NDIUn 
W:11l a dlatano ot two h,;nd.:-cd H\·otntf·rlv• (2'H) fl<ilt, p,i1ral1el 
-..Ith tile: r:orth lhc o! ..-iic qua-:-r.r 11ccti0'11; rhmn ru:miqg lilCluth • 
dhu.,cr r;,f t\11'.t hi:.dnd Rcvraty- fh•" (21$) fMt, p.anlld 1o1lt c:bt 

:r~1i:~:!ec1 .. !:..,~~~fiy!'H}»; t!~~~-: =!:t,1~~!~ ~:t:;rn:~ 
(lbe c.:icisldnrulon for thh cc-n11,ryancf. h leu Lh■r. $100.0:I) 

~--.111•1a~111r~,,,,.,., ...... ._ ... ~.-..,..,......_ -
.,.4,o ..... _ .. ,,.g, .... ,n.w.,..,.tu.(,lt 6",U•IJ'...,,,,:,... .... ,-,. .. __. ..... . ,_ 

• i:r~etmc:d, n •""""" y "',..,.,.,,,- • ~,.,. ji~f" ... -· "'~..,.~ 
,,.,ff_.., 

) ,..,.,. ••• ½ 

\. ... .< /4.._ ) 
e101 , of ~lmntOOld, l - 11.a-uy {" 

1' ~, .• -
·k.•M4fi,•#fi4Q.•f•·"'"~t..,...•orl 

u - ., htr I" 1 .. 1,1, I 

I 
I 
I 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018      
 
Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery  McIntosh County, ND 
Name of Property                   County and State 

Section 7 page 9 
 

farmers hired for the purpose.10 No Jewish homesteader descendants have lived in 
McIntosh County for over thirty years, though officers in the Cemetery Association and 
family members of the homesteaders have made regular trips to the Cemetery to monitor 
its condition.11 
 
The Cemetery property used to have two driveways and a house on its site, as well. The 
house provided shelter for mourners from the oftentimes severe and unpredictable 
weather, some of whom had come long distances to bury their dead at this cemetery, as 
well as for the gravediggers.  The building had deteriorated and was removed in the 
1950s.12  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
                         
10  Johnnie Salzer, a McIntosh County Commissioner, and his son Mark were caretakers in the 1960s through 
the 1980s – mowing, doing repairs and hauling away debris.  The present caretaker is Claude Meidinger of 
Ashley. Joseph Bender, Interview by Alfred Thal (1974), Pauline Greenberg Correspondence 1921-1952, Kenneth 
Bender letter to Lionel Greenberg (January 19, 1986), Ted Quanrud, Keeping faith with the past - Descendants of 
pioneers preserve Jewish cemetery, Bismarck Tribune (December 6, 1987).  
 
11 The last homesteader descendant living in McIntosh County, Leo Cohen, died in 1983.  He was homesteader 
Noah Dorfman’s stepson, an Ashley dentist for over fifty years, and the nephew of Freda Dorfman, buried in 
the Ashley Cemetery. 
 
12  Miles, Larimer Plat of Ashley Jewish Cemetery (1933) and 1951-52 correspondence from Pauline 
Greenberg to Homesteader Descendants. See also Frances Wold Papers, notes of conversation with 
homesteader descendent Norman Kamins regarding similar house on site of Wing/Regan, North Dakota 
Jewish Cemetery (March 18, 1979) at State Historical Society of North Dakota.  
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Miles, Larimer Plat of Ashley Jewish Cemetery (1933) 
 
The Cemetery Location 
 
There were a number of Jewish homesteader cemeteries scattered across North Dakota 
from the early part of the twentieth century, when approximately 1200 Jewish farmers and 
their families lived in North Dakota on around two hundred fifty farms.13 These included 
cemeteries in Ashley, Glen Ullin, Fallon, Edmore, Mandan, Wilton, Wing, Devil’s Lake and 
Regan.  All but three have been entirely or almost entirely lost, with prairie grasses and 
earth covering the last remnants of these homesteaders’ history.14 
                         
13 Janet E. Schulte, Proving Up and Moving Up -  Jewish Homesteading Activity in North Dakota, 1900 – 1920, 
pp.238, 241-2 (Brandeis University, October 2010), citing William C. Sherman and Playford V. Thorson, Plains 
Folk: North Dakota’s Ethnic History (Fargo: North Dakota Institute for Regional Studies, 1988). 
 
14  International Association of Jewish Genealogical Societies, International Jewish Cemetery Project, 
www.iajgsjewishcemeteryproject.org.  For example, the Jewish cemetery from the first Jewish homesteading 
settlement in North Dakota (Painted Woods Colony, 1882), seven miles north of Wilton in McLean County 
“may have existed in a field” or “a ravine”, the Mandan cemetery in Morton County “has no markers”, the 
Fallon cemetery in Morton County and the Edmore cemetery in Ramsey County were both listed in 1919 in a 

l 

r 

http://www.iajgsjewishcemeteryproject.org/
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In addition to the Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery, located in what has been called 
North Dakota’s “German-Russian triangle”15, the two other homesteader cemeteries that 
remain visible and accessible in North Dakota are the Regan/Wing Jewish Cemetery and 
the Sons of Jacob (Garske) Cemetery.16  
 
The Regan/Wing Jewish Cemetery is now forty minutes by car from Bismarck, and 
considered to be located in the “Bismarck/Mandan area.”  In 1910, Bismarck had a 
population of approximately 5500 people. The Sons of Jacob Cemetery is fifteen minutes 
from Devils Lake, which had a population of about 5000 people in 1910.17 
 
By contrast, the closest “big” towns to the Ashley Jewish Cemetery are Ashley (population 
of 680 in 1910, and now a five minute drive by car) and Eureka, SD (population of 960 in 
1910, and now a forty five minute drive by car).18  The location of the McIntosh County 
Jewish homesteaders’ land (and cemetery) and the distance between the McIntosh County 
homesteads caused them to be more isolated from fellow Jews and Jewish institutions than 
their fellow Jew living in or close to bigger North Dakota towns. The remoteness of the 
Ashley homesteaders’ land affected their timely access to supplies, markets for their goods, 
and communication.  Their being farther away from fellow Jews also affected their ability to 
gather together a minyan, or group of ten people required under Jewish law for certain 
prayers and memorializing the dead. The distance between their homesteads and the 
distance from their community to the nearest major town raises questions as to why and 
how these pioneers maintained their Jewish identity.  
 
                                                                               
Jewish Yearbook, but are unable to be located now, the Dickinson cemetery in Stark County can no longer be 
located, and the Wing cemetery in Burleigh County is overgrown, and requires a four wheel drive vehicle to 
travel up a gravel road. 
 
15 Gordon Iseminger, The McIntosh County German-Russians: The First Fifty Years, North Dakota, vol. 51, no.3 
(Bismarck State Historical Society of North Dakota 1984) Dr. Iseminger refers to McIntosh County as part of 
the base of the “German-Russian triangle”, a triangle of German-Russian populated counties having its apex in 
Pierce and McHenry counties.  
 
16  What is now called the Devil’s Lake/Sons of Jacob Cemetery was abandoned in the early 1900s, after the 
Garske Colony ended. The land was then sold to the Kitsch family by the State of North Dakota. Though in 
1903 the five acres including the cemetery were officially sold back to the Jewish community for $22.50, the 
Kitsch family, though not Jewish, maintained the property when the Jewish residents left. In 2006, the Devil’s 
Lake land was rededicated, with a clean up and erecting of a monument honoring the memory of the 
homesteaders in that area. The Regan/Wing Jewish Cemetery has been maintained by the county since the 
1980s and is now owned by the State.  The Ashley Jewish Cemetery is the only one of the remaining three 
North Dakota homesteader cemeteries that is located on land still owned by homesteader descendants and 
maintained using funds raised by the descendants. See Upkeep/Repairs Section herein.  
 
17 United States Bureau of the Census, Thirteenth Census of the United States, North Dakota Population of 
Incorporated Places (1910) 
 
18 US Bureau of the Census, Thirteenth Census of the United States, North Dakota (1910) 
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The Grave Sites 
 
The Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery has the most marked graves of any of the three 
remaining visible/accessible Jewish homesteader cemeteries in North Dakota. There are 
twenty-two marked graves identified with markers in the Ashley Jewish Cemetery, sixteen 
in the Regan/Wing cemetery and eleven in the Sons of Jacob Cemetery near Devils Lake.19 
There is anecdotal evidence (from family histories) and documented evidence (from 
newspapers and other third party sources) of additional unmarked graves in all three 
remaining North Dakota Jewish homesteader cemeteries.20 It is possible that the markers 
for the deceased not seen today were never placed at the cemeteries (as it is the Jewish 
custom to wait at least eleven months after the burial to place any monuments).  It is also 
possible that in addition to the custom of not saying Kaddish (the Mourner’s Prayer) for 
infants, there was also a custom of not marking their graves. See f.n.4. Finally, it could be 
that markers were covered by earth and prairie grasses over the last hundred years, or that 
some markers were made of material which blew away like tumbleweeds.21  
 
The cemetery markers are of the type from the late rural, garden and romantic cemetery 
movements. The monuments at the gravesites all face west, towards the setting sun, and 
away from the rural road.  The feet of the deceased point east toward Jerusalem, the site of 
the Holy Temple destroyed by the Romans in 70 C.E. over 1400 years ago.  Jewish people 
also face east toward Jerusalem during formal prayer. 
 
There are ledgers of stone/concrete, covering each of the graves. Covering the length of the 
grave with stones or concrete was to prevent grave robbers from disturbing the deceased 
in this remote location, and to keep animals from desecrating the graves. Sometimes called 
“wolf stones”, these coverings were quite common in Europe in the 1800s.  Jewish 

                         
19 ashleyjewishcemetery.com (Ashley Jewish Cemetery website);  Frances M. Wold August 8, 1976 report on 
Wing/Regan Jewish Cemetery at North Dakota Historical Society; findagrave.com (Regan Jewish Cemetery), 
sojnorthdakota.org (Garske/Sons of Jacob Cemetery website) 
 
20 The Ashley Tribune refers to Mrs. Golda Ewart of Aberdeen being buried at the Ashley Jewish Cemetery, 
though no marker for Mrs. Ewart is visible.  (Ashley Tribune 1927)  There are also a number of infant graves 
in the cemetery referred to in family histories and in the local newspapers, though their graves are not 
marked: a five month old Friedman baby from Leola, South Dakota (Ashley Tribune, October 31, 1918), a 
Silverleib stillborn baby (Morris Silverleib Family History (June 6, 1977) Geller North Dakota Jewish History 
Project), a five month old Berman baby, Susan Berman, Easy Street, (Dial Press 1981), and possibly Rose 
Bender, infant daughter of homesteaders Joseph and Mary Bender (Bender Family History) . 
 
21 Cathy Mauk, Cemetery is Part of Jewish History, The Forum (December 2, 1990) refers to Myer Shark picking 
up the tin marker at the Sons of Jacob Cemetery, twenty miles north of Devils Lake, which had left its original 
locations and had blown against the inside of the fence.  The present fence on the Ashley property was  
erected in the 1950s and replaced a “deteriorated fence.”  It is not known if a fence existed prior to the fence 
that was replaced in 1952, and there is no reference to a fence on the Miles, Latimer Plat from 1933.  
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immigrants who came to America continued this European tradition, as a core value of 
Judaism is belief in “kavod-hamet”, i.e., honoring the dead.22  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cement ledgers covering the graves 
 
The Monuments 
 
All of the twenty-two monuments are original, from the period of 1913-1932.  All of the 
people buried in the cemetery were either present or past homesteaders or members of 
their families.  
 
Within the two portions of the cemetery are three pedestal obelisk monuments on 
foundations (Egyptian revival style, growing out of the romantic movement), three pulpit 
(slant face) tombstones on foundations, and many upright block markers on foundations.  
Three of the block markers have curved tops and engraved columns on the sides (perhaps 
representing the gates of heaven), one of which is in the shape of a heart, and one of which 
is of Victorian gothic style. All of the twenty-two original individual monuments other than 
four are made of varying grades of marble. The other four individual (and the only family 
stone) are made of granite.  
 
                         
22  Rabbinic rulings as far back as the late thirteenth century state that it is optimal for a Jewish community to 
have its own cemetery, but if it could not, the area purchased in a non-Jewish cemetery for Jews to be buried 
should be set apart by a fence or other barrier.  Lamm, The Jewish Way in Death and Mourning (1969) The first 
Jewish burial in the bible is noted in Genesis 23:19, when Abraham buried his wife Sarah in the Cave of 
Machpelah.  The first gravestone mentioned in the bible is found in Genesis 35:20, when Jacob erected a pillar 
on his wife Rachel’s grave on the road to Bethlehem, after she gave birth to Benjamin. 
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The epitaphs on the monuments are in Hebrew and in English, and most contain the 
traditional wording found on Jewish gravestones throughout the world for many centuries.  
For example most stones have the traditional two letters in Hebrew for “here lies” at the 
top of the stone, and the five letters in Hebrew at the bottom of the stone for “may his/her 
soul be bound up in the everlasting bonds of life” (a quote from the Book of Samuel, 25:29), 
or that entire phrase written out in Hebrew.  Several monuments for male settlers contains 
the descriptive epitaph phrase (in Hebrew), “ a blameless and upright man”, from the Book 
of Job 1:1, 1:8, 2:3. 
 
            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kiva Bender’s Monument refers to him in Hebrew as a “blameless and upright man” 
 
Almost all of the monuments also follow Jewish tradition, identifying the name of the 
deceased’s father and the Hebrew date of birth and death.  The letters of the Hebrew 
alphabet on the monuments for dates of birth and death represent numerical values for the 
day and year.  Jewish people use the Jewish calendar for purpose of recording life milestone 
events and religious holidays, rather than the Gregorian or civil calendar.   
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A number of the monuments display a Star (or Shield) of David (Magen David)– a six 
pointed star (hexagram) symbol of the Jewish people, which some have traced back as far 
as the sixth Century of the Common Era, but which consistently became used as a Jewish 
symbol in the late 1800s. The six points of the Star of David symbolize God’s rule over the 
universe in all six directions: north south, east, west up and down.23  
 

 
 
Star of David symbol on David Ourach and Isadore Goldstone Monuments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                         
23 American-Israeli Cooperative Enterprise, jewishvirtuallibrary.org, The Star of David – Magen David 
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Other monuments display a variety of symbols – the broken tree (on Lipman Bloom’s 
monument) and fallen branch (on Kiva Bender’s monument), both signifying lives cut short 
too soon, 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
a lamb (atop Maxine Sally Becker’s monument), indicating the innocence of youth),  
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an open book (on the monuments of Isadore Grossman and Yehudah Lev Grossman), 
indicating how highly they prized learning and Jewish tradition,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
an acorn (on the monument of infant Frieda Raich), indicating the tiny life lost, 
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and a candelabra (menorah – on the monument of Mrs. Louis Reuben), symbol of the 
Jewish woman’s role to light the candles to usher in the Sabbath, while the five branches 
symbolize the five parts of the soul.24   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                         
24 The five parts of the human soul according to Jewish people are the nefesh (soul, engine of physical life), 
ruach (spirit, emotional self and personality), neshamah (breath, the intellectual self), chayah (life, the supra-
rational self and seat of will, desire, commitment and faith), and yechidah (the essence of the soul, a piece of 
God within).  It is customary to see a five branched menorah at the cantor’s stand at a synagogue, so when a 
mourner is leading services, five candles are lit in memory of the deceased. Aish Hatorah, aish.com 
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Two of the monuments (those of Kiva Bender and Louis Bloom), also contain black and 
white cameo photographs of the deceased homesteaders.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One of the homesteaders’ monuments refers to Joseph Raich as the son of a Levi.  There are 
three present lines of descendants who can be traced from the ancient tribes of Israel – the 
descendants of Moses’ brother Aaron (the Kohens or high priests), the descendants of the 
priestly tribe of Levi (Levi’im), and the descendants of one of the other tribes (Yisraelim).  
From the time that the Levites were loyal to God at Mount Sinai by not worshiping the 
Golden Calf while Moses was on Mt. Sinai receiving the Ten Commandments and laws, the 
Levites have been given special duties and privileges.  A Jew inherits the same tribal 
designation as his/her father  In this case, the notation of the tribe on the monument 
provides a valuable record of the family tribe and links Mr. Raich to the honored priestly 
tribe from over 5000 years ago.   
 
The Aberdeen, South Dakota burials in Ashley, North Dakota 
 
There are three marked former homesteader burials in the Ashley Jewish Homesteaders 
Cemetery, of residents of Aberdeen, South Dakota, approximately eighty miles away.  The 
reason for this was the lack of a Jewish cemetery in Aberdeen, a city that in the 1930s had a 
population of around 16,000 people, and a very active Jewish community.25 According to an 
                         
25 Aberdeen resident Bea Premack, who with her husband Herschel is a lay leader of B’nai Isaac, the only 
conservative synagogue in North or South Dakota, studied the Jewish settlement in Aberdeen for a historical 
paper.  Parts of the papers were cited in Lance Nixon, Promised Land, Capital City Journal (July 25, 2014). 
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article in the Aberdeen newspaper on January 21, 1929, Congregation B’nai Isaac in 
Aberdeen wanted to purchase part of the Aberdeen city cemetery to bury members of the 
Jewish faith in consecrated grounds.  Then Mayor Wade refused the request, stating that 
state law left the city powerless to sell part of the city cemetery to a private group.  Though 
the Aberdeen article also states that the closest Jewish cemetery is in the Twin Cities, 
persons with Ashley homesteader roots knew of another cemetery, i.e., the Ashley Jewish 
Cemetery.26  
 
Maintenance/Ownership of Property 
 
Homesteader Joe Bender, whose father Kiva Bender, the original religious leader of the 
Ashley Jewish community, is buried in the Ashley Cemetery, moved to neighboring 
McPherson County, South Dakota around 1916 to open a general store.  Joe lived in Eureka, 
South Dakota, about forty-five minutes away, operating Bender’s General Store with his 
wife Mary, and served the community as alderman, school board member and mayor, until 
his youngest child graduated from high school in 1949.  Joe Bender was the person who 
arranged for the Ashley Cemetery’s upkeep after the Jewish homesteaders left Ashley, with 
the assistance of local Ashley caretakers, prior to any homesteader descendent committees 
being formed.   
 
In the 1950s and 1960s, the officers of the Ashley Cemetery Committee consisted of Joe 
Bender, Pauline Greenberg (daughter of Israel and Sarah Auerbach, buried at the cemetery) 
and Ben Grossman (son of Isadore Grossman, buried at the cemetery). They also headed up 
the campaigns to raise funds from the descendants of those buried, in order to provide for 
the perpetual care of the property.  During this time period, Joe Bender, living in 
Minneapolis, would return at least annually to check on the condition of the cemetery and 
to arrange for necessary upkeep and repairs.  
 
By the 1970s, Kenneth Bender began making arrangements for the maintenance of the 
cemetery. In 1971, the Cemetery Association was incorporated as a nonprofit North Dakota 
corporation. In 1979, Kenneth Bender was unanimously elected president of the Cemetery 
Association, Lionel Greenberg was unanimously elected secretary/treasurer, and Pauline 

                                                                               
According to Premack’s research, the first known Jewish family (David and Anna Strauss) arrived in 1887 and 
started the Golden Eagle One Price Clothing Store.  Many other Jewish names show up in the 1887-89 city 
directories, including a Jewish butcher and another clothier.  In 1909-10, Hannah Kraywetz operated 
Metropolitan Tailors and Isaac Salinsky started The New York (Clothing) Store.  By 1913, more Jewish 
families had arrived – working in hides and furs, men’s and women’s clothing.  The Aberdeen synagogue was 
chartered in 1917.  From 1923-37, Premack calculates that there were around sixty Jewish families in 
Aberdeen.   Despite this history, there has never been a designated Jewish cemetery in Aberdeen. 
 
26 The newspaper article also states that the congregation will look for other land.  However, no other land 
was ever purchased.  In recent years, some Jewish people have been buried at the Aberdeen, SD City 
Cemetery, though there is no designated area specifically for Jewish burials.   
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Greenberg transferred the cemetery property she had purchased from the heirs of Louis 
Rubin to the Ashley Jewish Cemetery Corporation.27  
 
During this time period, Ashley Cemetery Association Board Members Bender, Grossman 
and Kenneth Tilsen voted against turning the property over to the County to maintain.28 
The issue regarding responsibility for maintenance of the cemetery arose again in 1991, 
when one member of the Cemetery Board wanted the County to take over ownership of the 
land, as had been done with the Regan/Wing Jewish Cemetery.  He worried that future 
generations would not find the time to care for the cemetery. A vote took place at a meeting 
in St. Louis Park, Minnesota.  The Ashley homesteader descendants who felt a moral 
obligation to continue caring for the cemetery as their parents had done before them, 
outnumbered the one who wanted the security of knowing the County was caring for the 
property.29 
 
Condition/Repairs 
 
After most of the generation of children and grandchildren of the original Ashley 
homesteaders had aged or passed away, homesteader Isadore Grossman’s great-grandson 
Bob Kaufman took over the reigns as President of the Association.  In 1999, Stuart Kaufman 
accepted these duties from his brother and made arrangements for the continuing care and 
maintenance of the cemetery, including fundraising and arranging for the filing of annual 
reports with the State.  
 
In the Spring of 2014, Mr. Kaufman and Joe Bender’s granddaughter Rebecca Bender, who 
had moved to Eureka, South Dakota, met at the cemetery to discuss more significant 
repairs that were needed to some monuments.  Though the caretakers had done their best 
to repair some of the stones as they became unstable and some of the buckling ledgers, 
time was having an obvious effect on some of the monuments and ledgers.   
 
Ms. Bender contacted Mark Timbrook, a volunteer trained in cleaning and restoration 
techniques of old cemetery monuments. Mr. Timbrook worked with Mr. Kaufman and Ms. 
Bender to first identify the monuments with the most immediate need. Mr. Timbrook and 
his wife Eunice then agreed to assist in repairing five of the cemetery stones.   In August 
2014, about one hundred years after the first burial at the Ashley Jewish Cemetery, the 
Timbrooks, Rebecca Bender, Kiva Bender’s great-great-grandson Lincoln Bernhard and 
volunteer Raymond Schneider-Kuhn cleaned, stabilized and repaired five of the stones. 

                         
27 Ashley Jewish Corporation Meeting Minutes (June 6, 1979), Deed  
 
28 Letter from Lionel Greenberg to Pauline Greenberg (August 9, 1980) 
 
29 Ashley Jewish Cemetery Corporation Meeting Minutes, September 25, 1991.  At this meeting, Bob Kaufman 
was elected secretary/treasurer, taking over after Lionel Greenberg resigned. In 1990 the Ashley Jewish 
Cemetery Corporation was formally registered with the North Dakota State Department of Health and 
Consolidated Laboratories and issued cemetery registration card # 1509. 
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(Mr. Timbrook did the work that required the most training and expertise with his wife’s 
assistance.)  
 
Mr. Timbrook opined that one of the larger monument stones (that of Rebecca Filler) was 
at risk, due to a large crack along its entire width, which would require a winch to lift the 
top portion off in order for the repair to be completed.  Stabilizing work for this stone can 
hopefully be accomplished soon.   In addition, another large stone is leaning, and requires 
straightening.  Also, in contrast to the good condition of the monuments, many of the 
concrete ledgers covering the graves are buckling and broken up, requiring pouring of new 
concrete slabs. The chain fences around the two burial areas also have some breaks, and 
are in need of repair. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
Mark Timbrook repairing Mrs. Parkansky stone, Lincoln Bernhard and Eunice Timbrook 
cleaning Kiva Bender’s stone, Rebecca Bender cleaning Benjamin Reuben stone (August 
2014) 
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The Rebecca Filler Monument is one at risk, due to a crack near its base.  The Hebrew writing on the 
stone indicates Mrs. Filler’s dates of birth and death according to the Jewish calendar, as well as 
indicating that she was a “respected woman.” 
 
Historic Integrity 
 
The property has historic integrity as to location, setting, materials, feeling and association.  
It is a portion of the original homestead land from 1906 of one of the Ashley Jewish 
homesteaders (at the time, an unmarried Jewish woman immigrant).  It is also the only site 
for burials of Jewish homesteading farmers and their families close to the Ashley/Wishek 
homesteading community from 1913-1932, and former homesteaders who had moved to 
Aberdeen, South Dakota. Among the homesteaders buried here are religious and business 
leaders of the Ashley Jewish community, who were also respected members of the 
community at large, as well as the granddaughter of the Rabbi who served this community.  
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(See Statement of Significance) The Cemetery also has historic integrity as all of the original 
monuments are still standing, in good condition, and provide information to understand 
more about the way in which the isolated Jewish farmers lived in North Dakota, while 
holding fast to religious traditions.  Integrity of setting and feeling are also present, as the 
area surrounding the cemetery has never been developed. Visiting this remote location -- 
quiet except for the sound of the prairie wind, with nothing in view other than farms, 
grasses and a single road -- provides an experience believed to be very close to that felt 
during the period of significance. 
 

 
 
Monument of Isadore Smilowitz, son of a homesteader, who died in Aberdeen, SD at age 16 
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8. Statement of Significance 
 

 Applicable National Register Criteria  
 (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National 
Register  
 listing.) 

 
A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution 

to the broad patterns of our history. 
  

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.  
 

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method 
of construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic 
values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose 
components lack individual distinction.  
 

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory 
or history.  

 
 
 
 Criteria Considerations  
 (Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.) 

 
A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes 

  
B. Removed from its original location   

 
C. A birthplace or grave  

 
D. A cemetery 

 
E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure 

 
F. A commemorative property 

 
G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years  

 
 
 
 
 
 

x
 
  

 
  

 
  

 

x
 
  

 
  

 
  

x 

 
  

 
  

 
  

□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 

□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
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Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions.)  
_Religion  
_Social History  
_Agriculture  
_Exploration/Settlement  

 
Period of Significance 
_1906-1932 
 

 Significant Dates  
 1913 -1932 

 
Significant Person 
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 
_N/A______________  

 
 Cultural Affiliation  
 N/A________________  
  
 Architect/Builder 
 _N/A_______________ 
  
Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that 
includes level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, 
and any applicable criteria considerations.)  
 
Criterion A -  Property reflecting broad patterns of historical events 
 
The Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery is significant under National Register Criterion 
A, as it is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of our history at the state level.  Specifically, it is the only permanent physical 
reminder of the McIntosh County Jewish farming community --the largest Jewish 
agricultural settlement in North Dakota.30 North Dakota had the fourth largest number of 
Jewish homesteaders in any state in the United States – 1200 farmers who farmed on two 
hundred fifty homesteads in at least fifty settlements spread out over at least twenty-three 

                         
30 J. Sanford Rikoon, Jewish Farm Settlements in America’s Heartland (Bloomington: Indiana University Press 
1995), p. 132, n.55 and Jewish Agricultural and Industrial Aid Society, Annual Report (New York: JAS 1908), p. 
25, both refer to the Ashley Jewish agricultural settlement as the largest group of Jewish farmers in North 
Dakota.  See also, William C. Sherman, Prairie Mosaic: An Ethnic Atlas of Rural North Dakota (Fargo: North 
Dakota Institute for Regional Studies 1983), p. 53, which refers to the Ashley Jewish homestead community as 
“perhaps the largest in the state.” 
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counties.31 The McIntosh County Jewish homesteader community was made up of Russian 
and Romanian immigrants escaping persecution, including the Russian prohibition against 
Jews owning lawn for farming. They came to America after pogroms in their native lands, 
with a migration of 1.25 million fellow Jews between 1880 and 1920.32 Unlike the great 
majority of their Jewish brethren who remained on or near the east coast in bigger cities, 
they headed to “The Great Northwest” to become farmers.  The Ashley settlers came in the 
second wave of immigration to North Dakota and sought a better life, despite having no 
farming experience and not being able to speak English upon their arrival.  Most were 
successful enough as farmers to either own their land after the requisite five years under 
the Homestead Act, or to have purchased it outright prior to that time.33 Nevertheless, the 
McIntosh county homesteaders almost all moved off their farms to small towns and bigger 
cities within twenty years after arriving, for reasons set forth in Section 8. Despite their 
distance from the larger population centers in North Dakota, these Jewish farmers 
maintained their religious identity, as evidenced by the traditional ways in which they 
buried their own in this separate cemetery.  Among those buried here are homesteaders 
who became leaders in the religious and business community of Ashley. The property has 
significance from 1906, when a Russian Jewish homesteader first claimed her homestead 
land on this site, through 1932, the year of the last burial in the cemetery, representing the 
end of the era of the farming Jewish homesteader in McIntosh County. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                         
31  Jewish Agricultural Society, Annual Report (New York:  JAS 1909), containing summary of first ten years of 
organization, Janet E Schute, Proving Up, Moving Up – Jewish Homesteading Activity in North Dakota 1900-
1920, (Waltham: Brandeis University 1910), William Sherman and Playford Thorson, Plaints Folk: North 
Dakota’s Ethnic History  (Fargo: North Dakota Institute for Regional Studies 1988) 
 
32 Id. 
 
33  Schute, Proving up, Moving Up (2010) 
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Ashley Jewish farmer Joseph Bender on his homestead with single blade plow (circa 1909) 
 
Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of 
significance.)   
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
In the period from 1906 – 1915, only New Jersey, Connecticut and New York had more 
Jewish farmers than North Dakota. There is documented proof of Jewish farmers in at least 
forty-four percent of North Dakota’s current counties between the late 1870s and 1915.34 

                         
34  Jewish Agricultural Society, Annual Reports (New York: JAS 1907-1916), Sherman, Prairie Mosaic (1983) 
and Jewish homesteader family histories, Geller North Dakota Jewish History Project. The Jewish Agricultural 
and Industrial Aid Society based in New York, hereinafter “JAS”, which existed from 1900 through 1972, and 
the Jewish Agriculturalists Aid Society, based in Chicago and active from 1888-1908, were the two main 

""--
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By 1910, the peak year for Jewish farming in the state, North Dakota had two hundred fifty 
Jewish homesteads with 1200 individuals.35 Somewhere between 70 and 100 homesteads 
with over 400 Jewish individuals were located near Ashley.36  This area made up 
approximately one third of the total numbers of Jewish homesteaders in the state.  
 
Though McIntosh County was opened for homesteading in 1884, the Jewish homesteaders 
near Ashley did not arrive to stake a claim until 1905.  The best land in the County had been 
claimed by that time.  Nevertheless, through hard work and determination, the Jewish 
homesteaders of Ashley made a success in growing wheat and flax, and raising cattle and 
chickens, and selling cream from their sod houses on their rocky, stony land.37 
 
The fact that the homestead colony disbanded twenty years later, when these farmers 
moved to neighboring towns in the Dakotas or to other states, does not diminish this 
important but little known chapter in North Dakota’s immigrant history.  The Ashley 
homesteaders experienced tragedy -- enduring inhumane conditions and government 
endorsed pogroms in Russia, and triumph -- being allowed to own land in this peaceful  
“land of the free”.  Their challenges were far from over when they arrived on their North 
Dakota homesteads, and along with their inexperience, faced drought, insects, early frosts, 
severe winters, prairie fires, a pandemic, and an economic depression. Nevertheless, almost 
all of these homesteaders felt lucky that they had been able to come to America.  From the 
moment of their arrival, they exhibited even more pioneer spirit than many of their brave 
Jewish brethren who took the leap to board ships to America. Over seventy percent of 
Jewish immigrants stayed in New York or on the eastern seaboard in big cities like those 
they were accustomed to in Europe, surrounded by those of their same faith.38 These 
Ashley Jewish homesteaders boarded trains from New York to the prairie.  Then they 
climbed into horse drawn buggies or walked to Ashley from the train depot at Eureka, 
South Dakota, “Odessa of the North”.39 Here in North Dakota, they began their lives as 

                                                                               
charitable organizations providing aid to some of these farmers.  They published contemporaneous reports 
concerning the location and numbers of Jewish farmers in the state to whom they were providing aid.  
 
35 Rikoon, Jewish Farm Settlements in America’s Heartland (1995), Jewish Agricultural and Industrial Aid 
Society, Annual Report (New York: JAS 1911), Sherman, Prairie Mosaic: An Ethnic Atlas of Rural North Dakota 
(1983). 
 
36  Sherman, Prairie Mosaic (1983), JAS Annual Reports and records (1906 - 1914), McIntosh County 
Homestead Records Homestead Records, (McIntosh County Courthouse)  
 
37  Sherman, id. , JAS Annual Reports (1906-1914) 
 
38 Schute, Proving Up, Moving Up (2010) 
 
39  Sherman, Prairie Mosaic (1983), Homesteader Family Histories, Geller North Dakota Jewish History Project 
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Jewish farmers on their isolated homesteads in a state where they made up roughly two-
tenths of one percent of the population of the State.40 
 
I.  WHY RUSSIAN JEWS CAME TO THE UNITED STATES TO FARM  
 
When examining what caused Russian Jews to immigrate to the United States to farm 
between 1881 and 1920, one must examine the four pieces of this puzzle. First, the 
conditions for Jews in Russia became unbearable; second, the Am Olam and other back to 
the land movements began in Odessa; third, the Immigration and Homestead Act laws 
passed by the United States Congress did not discriminate in any way against Jews when 
providing “free” land; and fourth, Jewish charitable organizations to assist recent 
immigrants were founded in Europe and the United States during this time period. 
 
A.  Conditions in Russia – “Storms in the Negev” 
 
The Russian Empire had few Jews until the late 18th century.  From 1791 to 1835, the 
Russian Empire acquired a number of countries – including portions of Poland, Lithuania 
and Turkey, and the accompanying Jewish population residing in these areas.  Though the 
borders changed as the size of the Russian Empire expanded, Jews were restricted to 
living in a designated area of southern czarist Russia from the time of Catherine II in the 
late 1700s.41 

This area eventually became known as the “Pale of Settlement” and comprised much of 
Poland, Lithuania, Byelorussia and the Ukraine.  The Pale covered an area of about one 
million square kilometers (386,000 square miles), from the Baltic Sea to the Black Sea.  
Approximately five million Jews or 94 percent of the total Jewish population of Russia 
lived in the Pale as of the 1897 census, where Yiddish was the language spoken among the 

                         
40 There were approximately 577,000 people living in North Dakota in 1910.  In addition to the roughly 1200 
Jewish farmers, there were additional Jewish people working at other trades or owning stores in the state, 
though there is no way to determine this number.  Eliminating the unknown number of business 
owners/peddlers, etc., the population of Jewish farmers and their families in the state made up approximately 
two-tenths of one percent in 1910.  By contrast, there were over nine million people living in the state of New 
York, with over four and one half million in New York City in 1910. With approximately one million Jewish 
people living in New York City in 1910, the Jewish population in New York City alone made up around eleven 
percent of New York’s population, and twenty-one percent of New York City’s population, US Census Bureau, 
Thirteenth Census – New York, North Dakota  (1910) 
 
40.  Pearl W. Bartelt, American Jewish Agricultural Colonies in Donald Pitzer, American Communal Utopias 
(Chapel Hill 1997), JAS Annual Report (JAS 1909), summarizing first ten years of organization, Louis Fields 
Schwartz, Early Jewish Agricultural Colonies in North Dakota, North Dakota History, vol. 32 (Bismarck: State 
Historical Society of North Dakota 1965), Jyotsna Sreenivasan, Utopias in American History, Jewish 
Agricultural Communities (Santa Barbara: ABC-CLIO 2008), Robert Sutton, Communal Utopias and the 
American Experience:  Religious Communities 1732-2000, Nineteenth Century Jewish Farm Colonies (Westport: 
Praeger 2003) 
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Jews. Jews were about twelve percent of the general population, with Ukrainians, Polish, 
Belorussian, Russian, Lithuanian, Moldavian and Germans also living in this area.  Other 
than the Germans under Russian rule and the Russian Jews, these separate nations lived in 
their own regions, where they were each the majority of the population in those regions.42 

In 1827 Czar Nicholas I ordered twenty-five year conscription in the Russian military for 
all Jewish boys (age 12-18).  The leaders of each town had to produce the required 
numbers of boys on a periodic basis. By comparison, the rule of Czar Alexander II was 
relatively uneventful for Russian Jews (1855-1881). However, after Czar Alexander II was 
assassinated in 1881 and the Jews falsely blamed for this event, his son, Czar Alexander III 
passed the “May Laws” in the same year. Contained within these laws was a prohibition 
for Jews to own land or to farm in the Pale.  Jews were also not allowed to buy or rent land 
outside the Pale.  Jews were not allowed to travel within Russia, “beyond the Pale” into 
other areas of Russia without a passport. Jewish artisans could not work outside the Pale.  
Jews were excluded from participation in the Zemstvos (local administration bodies).  
Jews were restricted from attending Russian schools.  Jews were straddled with harsh 
taxes.  It became a criminal act for a Jew to use a Christian given name.  Jewish boys were 
conscripted into the Russian army for a period of 16 years.  Jews had no security for their 
personal property or homes, which could be taken at any time for any reason.43 

In 1883, a special legislative committee appointed by the Czar reported to him that 650 
anti-Jewish laws were part of the Russian statutes.  Though the committee made the 
recommendation to emancipate the Jews and to allow them to assimilate with the rest of 
the population, the czarist regime adopted a policy opposing the report, i.e., to continue 
the discrimination against the Jews.44 All of these restrictions would have been lifted if the 
Jews converted to the official religion of the Russian Empire – i.e., Russian Orthodox.   The 
Russian Jews had a strong faith, and would not do this.   

 Then came the pogroms – large-scale targeted massacres directly supported by the czarist 
regime and aided by the Czar’s secret police (the Okhrana), and local authorities. The Jews 
called these “Storms in the Negev”.  These pogroms (most notoriously in 1881-1884 and 
1903-1906) resulted in thousands of deaths, rapes and injuries to Jews in the Pale.  When 
the Russian Jews saw their family members being killed and maimed, there was a strong 
impetus to leave Russia.45 This was especially so if family members or friends had already 
made the trip to America. 
 

                         
42  Id.  
 
43  Id. 
 
44  Id.  
 
45  Id. 
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The Ashley Tribune (November 10, 1905) contains the following article in “A Week’s News 
in Condensed Form”: 
 

Uprising in Russia - anarchy in Odessa was checked by proclamation of martial law, 
after 6000 persons had been shot down … Massacre and pillage prevail in Odessa, 
Kishineff, Kiev and other cities of southern Russia, the loss of life being enormous … 

 
One Jewish Ashley homesteader, Lena Bendersky Miller, was a witness during this sad and 
tense time: 
 
 Hooligans were recruited and instigated by the police to enter homes for 
 unprovoked searches, to find evidence of anti-government revolutionary 
 activity, particularly among students … The Bender home was subject to sudden 
 searches and life became increasingly threatening.  [Two] sons died of injuries  
 received at the hands of hooligans.46  
 
Homesteader Noah Schlasinger remembers one particular night: 
 
 About ten of us – young men --- organized our building and took turns watching. I 
 was living with the Benderskys in a two-story apartment house in Odessa with a 
 big heavy iron gate in front and we kept that locked.  I remember we had fog every 
 night and it was hard to see when we were on watch.  The pogrom started in the 
 night, away from our section of town, down near the seashore.  They were burning 
 warehouses, and we could see the flames.  We were scared all right! We didn’t have 
 anything to defend ourselves with – just knives we collected and rocks.  We moved 
 all the  women and children to the second floor of the building and kept boiling water 
 on the stoves to pour down in case we were attacked …After the October pogrom, 
 emigration no longer was a choice – it was a necessity.47 
 
Israel Auerbach, living in Ashley and married to the sister of Kiva Bender’s wife Rebecca, 
offered to lend the Benderskys and Noah Schlasinger passage money, in stages, for the long 
journey to the agricultural community in McIntosh County.48  The family appreciated the 

                         
46 Deborah Miller, Bender Miller Family History  (1970s), Geller North Dakota Jewish History Project. “It was 
none too soon.  The family members they left behind -  aunts, uncles, cousins – became victims in the 
murderous riots that swept over Russia.  Many were killed.  Those who managed to escape with their lives 
vanished: efforts to trace them subsequently were unsuccessful.” 
 
47 Ethel Schlasinger Overby, Sarah and Noah Schlasinger Family History (1970s), Geller North Dakota Jewish 
History Project. In 1935-38, Ethel Schlasinger directed the Federal Writers Project of the Works Progress 
Administration in North Dakota.  Under the project, writers compiled information for North Dakota: A Guide 
to the Northern Prairie State (1938).  She was a granddaughter of Kiva Bender, a leader in the Ashley Jewish 
community, buried in the cemetery.  Her sister, Marcella, was the secretary to North Dakota Governor Langer. 
 
48 Pauline Auerbach Greenberg, Auerbach Family History (1974) in Geller North Dakota Jewish History 
Project.  Kenneth M. Bender, From the Prairies to the Beaches – An American Soldier’s Story (2005) 
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generous gesture the rest of their lives, though Joseph and Lena Bendersky had to wait in 
Brussels for a time, as their fare was not sufficient to get them all the way to the United 
States.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 Jewish New Year’s Card (circa 1900 - 1920) showing Jewish Americans welcoming Jews emigrating from 
Russia49 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                               
 
49 Ephemera from the Alfred Bendiner Memorial Collection (Library of Congress), Exhibit:  “From Haven to 
Home – A Library of Congress Exhibition Marking 350 Years of Jewish Life in America” (Library of Congress 
2004) 
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Future Ashley homesteaders pictured around a chessboard near Odessa, Russia (circa 1900) Sarah 
Bendersky (second row, left, whose homestead land is the site of the Ashley Jewish Homesteaders 
Cemetery), Joseph Bendersky (second row, middle), Lena Bendersky (second row, right) and Noah 
Schlasinger (front row, left).  The young man in the first row, right was a brother to Sarah, Lena and 
Joseph who was killed in one of the 1905 pogroms in Russia. 
 
B. Am Olam and Other Back to the Land Movements -  “A Plow with the Ten 
Commandments”  
 
Concurrent with and as a result of worsening conditions in czarist Russia, the Am Olam 
movement started in Odessa, Russia, to attempt to help Jews escape from the pogroms.  Am 
Olam means “Eternal People.”   The movement’s emblem was a plow with the Ten 
Commandments – signifying the right to own and farm land, while still following Jewish 
laws and traditions. The goal of the movement was to help Jews escape the conditions in 
Russia by their moving to the United States and becoming farmers. Jews generally worked 

·l , .. .... . ,. 
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as peddlers and merchants in Russia, due to laws prohibiting them from farming.  Am Olam 
attempted to avoid the negative stereotype sometimes associated with Jews in Russia, 
where ninety percent of non-Jews were farmers, by assisting Russian Jewish immigrants to 
become farmers in the United States.50 
 
Jews in other parts of Europe, as well as American Jews who had previously immigrated to 
the United States, were told that America was “ the only land which has room enough, is 
free and generous enough (and) which offers an unobstructed field for all occupations and 
handicrafts. … America would form the Mecca of these persecuted people, in which they 
can hope to succeed in founding by their toil and labor, homes worthy of freemen.”51  Many 
previously settled American Jews, who had mostly come from Germany, also liked the idea 
of helping to disperse some of the many incoming Russian immigrants to places other than 
the already congested cities on the eastern seaboard.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sheet Music for Yiddish Song, Am Olam, (Eternal People) published in 1898. 52 

                         
50 Pearl W. Bartelt, American Jewish Agricultural Colonies in Donald Pitzer, American Communal Utopias 
(Chapel Hill 1997), JAS Annual Report (JAS 1909), Louis Fields Schwartz, Early Jewish Agricultural Colonies in 
North Dakota, North Dakota History, vol. 32 (1965), Jyotsna Sreenivasan, Utopias in American History, Jewish 
Agricultural Communities (Santa Barbara: ABC-CLIO 2008), Robert Sutton, Communal Utopias and the 
American Experience:  Religious Communities 1732-2000, Nineteenth Century Jewish Farm Colonies (Westport: 
Praeger 2003) 
 
51  Moritz Ellinger a leader in the Hebrew Emigrant Aid Society to a gathering of Jewish leaders in Europe, 
quoted in Sutton, Communal Utopias and the American Experience (2003) 
 
52  A. Bernstein, Collection of Jewish Songs “Neginot Israel”, Library of Congress (Vilna, Poland:1898) 
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Another group in Russia at the time was called BILU, an acronym with the beginning 
Hebrew letters for the words “House of Jacob, let us go.”  It had as its goal to encourage 
emigration to Palestine.  However, as Palestine was under Turkish rule at that time, and in 
1882 Turkey banned immigration into Palestine, the American option for agricultural 
immigration seemed more easily attainable.53  
 
There was also a great written campaign by non-Jews to get the Jewish immigrant out of 
the city and onto the farm.  In John Foster Carr’s, Guide to the United States for the Jewish 
Immigrant (2nd Yiddish edition 1916), the author explains: 
 
 The cost of food is rising in America, and so the profits of farming and gardening are 
 constantly increasing.  For many Jews here is an excellent chance of work and 
 prosperous living … 
 
 Work in the city at good wages is often temporary … but by farming, a poor man in a 
 short time can often become independent if besides some absolutely necessary 
 experience of agriculture, he has persistence, industry and common intelligence.  
 Country life is healthier for yourself and your family.  You are protected from diseases 
 common in the city, and more important still, the moral health of your boys and girls 
 will be better protected.  And in the country the Jew finds an advantage of peace and 
 happiness that are impossible in the city, because in the city it is difficult for him to 
 observe the Sabbath as his conscience dictates, but in the country he has complete 
 religious freedom, and in peace can worship God according to the custom of his   
 fathers …54 
 
C. US Laws and Policies -  “Free Land”  
 
The first Jewish “community” in the United States is commonly accepted as being in 1654 in 
New Amsterdam. Despite this early history, there was no significant immigration of Jews to 
the United States prior to 1882.  There were approximately 250,000 persons calling 
themselves Jews living in the United States in 1880. Beginning in 1882, large numbers of 
Jews left Russia and Eastern Europe as a result of the living conditions, lack of economic 

                         
53 Schwartz, Early Jewish Agricultural Colonies in North Dakota (1965).  There was some immigration to 
Palestine and surrounding areas from the Russian Empire. However, Ottoman law did not allow Jews to own 
land in Palestine.  This restriction resulted in some immigrants selecting the United States.  Rabbi Jon-Jay 
Tilsen, quoted in Lance Nixon, Promised Land (Capital City Journal , July 2014). There was also significant 
agricultural immigration to South Africa, Argentina and Canada, as a result of the Am Olam movement. A Time 
Magazine piece in 1938, “Jews and Farming”, referred to a “semireligious inspiration behind the Jewish back 
to the farm movement”, based on the Jewish civilization of the Old Testament being primarily agricultural.  As 
of that date, Time reported 800,000 Jewish farmers in the world, and 100,000 in the United States. 
 
54 Mr. Carr promoted the Americanization of Italian, Jewish and Polish immigrants to the United States and 
wrote guides on the subject.  
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opportunity, and the pogroms.  From 1880 to 1920, about 1.25 million Jews left the “Pale of 
Settlement” in czarist Russia for a new life in the United States.55 
 
From the 1880s through the first half of 1924, when large numbers of Jewish immigrants 
entered the United States, there were no quotas on Jewish immigration to the United States 
from Russia.  Then the Johnson-Reed Act (or Immigration Act of 1924) was passed and 
signed by President Coolidge in May of 1924.  It limited the annual number of immigrants 
from any county to two percent of the number of people from that country living in the 
United States in 1890.  Its main purpose was to restrict the numbers coming from Eastern 
Europe, Southern Europe, Africans, and Indians, though it was sold to Congress as a means 
to “preserve the ideal of American homogeneity.”56 
 
In addition to the favorable immigration laws in the first quarter of the century, the 
Homestead Act of 1862, signed by President Lincoln had a major effect on immigrant 
Russian Jews looking to farm land in the United States. The Homestead Act offered 160 
acres of “free” land to persons who were twenty-one years old or a head of family, and who 
were either citizens of the United States or had filed a declaration of intent to become a 
citizen. He/she paid a filing fee and either 1) lived on the site for five years and cultivated at 
least twenty acres or b) paid a set price per acre for the land after two years. Two hundred 
seventy million acres, or ten percent of the area of the United States was claimed and 
settled under this Act.  The only restriction to a citizen or prospective citizen was that the 
person filing for a homestead claim could not have “borne arms against the United States 
Government or given aid and comfort to its enemies.”57 
 
The federal government was agreeing to transfer title to land from itself to individuals.  For 
persons who had been denied the privilege of owning land in their former countries, this 
concept was an amazing and exciting one.  To quote one of the Ashley homesteaders, “We 
couldn’t believe that there was a land like this … America.”58 
 
D.  Jewish Charitable Organizations – Baron Maurice de Hirsch, Hebrew Emigrant Aid 
Society, Jewish Agricultural and Industrial Aid  
 
Baron Maurice de Hirsch was a wealthy Jewish German businessman, who lived primarily 
in France, and who had made his money in banking, railroads and imports/exports.  In 
1891, reacting to the persecution of Jews in the Russian Empire, he formed The Jewish 
                         
55 Pearl W. Bartelt, American Jewish Agricultural Colonies in Donald Pitzer, American Communal Utopias 
(Chapel Hill 1997), JAS Annual Report (JAS 1909), summarizing first ten years of organization, Louis Fields 
Schwartz, Early Jewish Agricultural Colonies in North Dakota, North Dakota History, vol. 32 (1965) 
 
56 US Department of State, Office of the Historian, history.state.gov, The Historian, North American 
Immigration, northamericanimmigration.org 
 
57 United States Homestead Act (1862) 
 
58 Joseph Bender, Interview by Ellis Ellison (taped Arizona, 1970s) 
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Colonization Society.  It had as its goal the movement of Russian Jews from Russia to 
agricultural colonies in other countries, e.g., the United States, Argentina, Canada and 
Palestine. The Jewish Agricultural and Industrial Aid Society was incorporated in 1900, as 
part of the de Hirsch fund.  Eventually, all decisions regarding donations to support Jewish 
agricultural activity from the Baron de Hirsch fund were transferred to this new society.59 
 
The Jewish Agricultural Society, (“JAS” as it later became known), and the Chicago based 
Jewish Agriculturalists’ Aid Society, initially placed Jewish applicants deemed worthy on 
large tracts of uncleared land, far from cities, in attempts at group settlement and collective 
ownership.  Due to the failure of many of these settlements on the East Coast, in the South 
and in the Midwest, the focus for these charitable groups eventually changed to settling 
individual families on abandoned farms close to metropolitan areas.  Later still, the JAS 
provided loans to farmers (including some of those in the Ashley colony) for equipment, 
seed and supplies -- taking mortgages on their land, and chattel mortgages on equipment.60 
 
A separate organization, the Hebrew Emigrant Aid Society, was formed in 1881 to deal with 
the needs of the large numbers of Russian Jews immigrating to the United States. The 
Hebrew Emigrant Aid Society even provided the funds to some of the Ashley, North Dakota 
farmers to travel by train from New York City to claim homesteads in North Dakota. In 
addition, too many local charitable organizations, synagogues and previously settled Jewish 
immigrants to mention, tried to assist the “new” immigrants, including by “adopting” early 
agricultural colonies and/or sending money and supplies to certain colonies.61 
 
Without the consistent charitable financial help (for some early colonies) or the sporadic 
help after a drought, prairie fire, or crop failure for the later settlements such as in Ashley, 
many farmers would not have ultimately had the farming success which they did - enabling 
them to purchase their land outright or to stay on their land for five years to prove up their 
claims.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                         
59 JAS Annual Report (1909),  Dr. W. Gunther Plaut,, Jewish Colonies at Painted Woods and Devils Lake, North 
Dakota History, vol. 32 no. 1 (Bismarck: North Dakota State Historical Society January 1965), Schwartz, Early 
Jewish Agricultural Colonies in North Dakota, (1965) 
 
60  JAS Annual Reports. A 1903 Report of the Jewish Agricultural society provides its organization’s consensus 
that six hundred dollars is simply not enough for a farming family in North Dakota to be given, with the 
expectation that it could then support itself after a year.  They believe that the cost is one thousand dollars. 
 
61 Bartlett, American Jewish Agricultural Colonies (1997) and JAS Annual Report (1909) 
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This cartoon from The Jewish Farmer magazine (1909), a periodical in Yiddish and English published by 
the Jewish Agricultural Society,  provides a clear choice, “Prosperity Farm” while standing tall, or 
“peddler and sweatshop” while bent over from the weight of one’s work 
 
II.  WHY RUSSIAN JEWISH IMMIGRANTS CAME TO NORTH DAKOTA, “THE GREAT 
NORTHWEST”, TO HOMESTEAD IN THE EARLY 1900S 
 
The Russian Jewish immigrants, seeking to farm on their own land, came to McIntosh 
County in the early 1900s for three primary reasons; first, because there were homesteads 
still available, second, because they had next to no funds, which made homesteading the 
only option for these immigrants who were determined to farm on their own land, and 
third, because there had been a history of Jewish agricultural colonies and individual 
Jewish families settling in the Dakota territories since the 1880s – sometimes with help 
from various Jewish charitable organizations.   
 
A.  The Availability of Homestead Land in North Dakota and McIntosh County in 1905 
 
The Homestead Act became law throughout the United States in 1862, and the Dakota 
Territory was opened to white settlers as “public domain” in 1864. The Jewish Agricultural 
Society referred to it as “The Great Northwest.” However, the land that would later become 
the State of North Dakota was not homesteaded that quickly. This was due to a number of 
factors, including the ongoing Civil War, reports of “Indian raids”, blizzards, droughts, 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018      
 
Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery  McIntosh County, ND 
Name of Property                   County and State 

Section 8 page 40 
 

prairie fires, grasshoppers, the economic “Panic of 1873”, which caused a decline in wheat 
prices, the “Great Sioux War of 1876” and a lack of efficient transportation to many parts of 
the Territory. All of these factors resulted in there still being land to homestead once the 
Jewish immigrants arrived in the area.62 
 
In the late 1800s, the Northern Pacific Railroad and the Great Northern Railway were 
competing to complete the best railroad route – from Minnesota through the Dakota 
Territory to the west coast. In 1871, nine years after the Homestead Act, the Northern 
Pacific began laying track in Dakota Territory. In 1886, the company put down 164 miles of 
additional main line across the land that three years later would be called North Dakota.  
By 1885, the Great Northern Railway had track extending to the Devil’s Lake area.63 
 
However, the McIntosh County area was still not easily accessible in 1862 for new 
immigrants looking to homestead.  The Soo Line Railroad did not have a stop in Ashley 
until 1901.  Though ox-cart and stagecoach routes existed between North Dakota 
settlements, they made it less convenient to get from place to place.64  
 
McIntosh County was formed due to an act of the legislature of the Dakota Territory in 
1883, twenty years after the Homestead Act, dividing Logan County, and naming the 
southern portion “McIntosh” after a member of the legislature. In 1888, Hoskins, the county 
seat of McIntosh, was changed to Ashley, about three miles away. Once the land had been 
surveyed and plats were in the land offices ready for filing (in 1884 in the first county seat, 
Hoskins, and in 1888 in the second county seat of Ashley), more homesteaders began to 
arrive. The population also increased once North Dakota became a state in 1889.  However, 
it was the 39th state, and other areas of the country had seen increased population years 
before.65 

There are considered to have been two “booms” of population into the area now known as 
North Dakota. Between 1879 and 1886, over 100,000 immigrants entered northern Dakota 

                         
62 Gordon Iseminger, The McIntosh County German-Russians: The First Fifty Years, North Dakota, vol. 51, no 3 
(Bismarck:  State Historical Society of North Dakota 1984), Bernard Postal and Lionel Kappman, Jewish 
Tourists Guide to the US (Philadephia: Jewish Publication Society of America 1954)  
 
63 Id. 
 
64 Id. and Ashley Golden Jubilee Committee, Ashley Golden Jubilee Book (1938). From 1875 to 1890, wealthy 
east coast investors purchased large tracts of Red River Valley land in eastern North Dakota, mostly from the 
Northern Pacific Railway.  Farms ranged from 3000 to 65,000 acres, and became known as “bonanza farms.”  
These bonanza farms, with very fertile land, were a far cry (in both size and quality of land) from the 160-acre 
homestead properties claimed by the Jewish immigrants near Ashley. 
 
65 Id. 
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Territory.  The second boom took place between 1898 and 1915, when 250,000 more 
people moved into the region.66  

In 1885, there were only 390 people in McIntosh County.  By 1910, there were 7251 people 
in McIntosh County, according to the 1910 Census.  From JAS records of farmers who were 
given aid by the Organization and homestead records from the County, the best estimate of 
the number of Jewish persons is approximately 80 homesteaders and around 400 people 
making their livelihood on McIntosh County homesteads.  This would mean that the Jewish 
population was approximately five and one half percent of the population in McIntosh 
County in 1910. 

The best guide to determining the number of Jewish people in McIntosh County would have 
seemed to be the answer to the question on the 1910 census regarding “Mother Tongue.”  
However, some Jewish immigrants answered “Yiddish”, while other answered “Russian” or 
“German.”  As a practical matter, there is no readily available summary of the answer to the 
Mother Tongue question for North Dakota or McIntosh County.  For these reasons, the JAS 
Annual Reports of farmers and the County census records provide the best general guide 
numbers. 

When immigrants came to the United States from Russia around 1905, the trains were 
available to bring them to get free land in North Dakota, the place advertised by the 
railroads as a “Garden of Eden.”  The land had been surveyed and plats were ready to be 
filed. The history of the area resulted in these immigrants still finding homestead land 
available at this time, albeit not the best land for farming in either McIntosh County or 
North Dakota. 
 
B.  The Lack of Funds By the Russian Jewish Immigrants to Buy Farm Land Outright  

 
Another reason the Russian Jewish immigrants picked North Dakota was that this was their 
only option to own land.  Due to the political situation in Russia, including restrictions on 
Jews in educational and occupational opportunities and harsh taxes, few Russian Jews 
living in the Pale of Settlement were able to earn or save much money.  Most of the limited 
possessions they did have were unable to be transported with them in steerage on the 
ships to the United States.67 
 
In addition, Jewish charitable organizations generally preferred to finance selected Jewish 
farmers with moneys for equipment or seed, rather than land. For example, according to  
 

                         
66 State Historical Society of North Dakota: American Settlement, history.nd.gov/ndhistory/settlement 
 
67 Schwartz, Early Jewish Agricultural Colonies (1965) 
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the Jewish Agricultural Society Annual Report in 1909, (referring to placed “colonies” of 
Jewish farmers, rather than the type of individual Jewish homesteaders who moved to the 
Ashley area): 
 
 … between 1888 and 1908, the Chicago based Jewish Agricultural Aid Society aided 
 Jewish farmers who settled on 426 farms through the “heartland.”  Of the states 
 selected for settlement, North Dakota was the most popular destination with 167 
 families, close to 40 percent of all placements. North Dakota’s status as the leading 
 destination reflects the Chicago Society’s preference for the “homestead solution”…  
 
These charitable organizations did not want to fund the purchase of land, but rather 
equipment, supplies, etc., and the Russian Jews generally had little or no money.68 
 
C. The History of Jewish People Living in North Dakota Since 1869  
 
The final reason why Russian Jewish immigrants came to the area around Ashley was that 
many had heard Jewish people had lived and were living in North Dakota.69 Though some 
of these earlier settlers had experienced difficult living conditions in their struggles to earn 
a livelihood, just as their non-Jewish neighbors had, there were limited incidents of 
prejudice against them.  To the contrary, the Jewish members of the various communities 
were frequently treated warmly, especially in areas where there was a large population of 
German Russian immigrants.  These German Russians came from the same area where 
many of the Russian Jewish immigrants had lived, (the “Pale of Settlement”), and were 
accustomed to living peacefully with each other. The fact that Jewish charitable 
organizations had assisted Jewish farmers periodically in North Dakota prior to the time 
the Jewish homesteaders came to Ashley, also gave the new immigrants another sense of 
comfort.  Limited help would be available to them in case of emergencies. 
 
There were at least fifty Jewish agricultural “colonies”, or settlements of Jewish farmers in 
at least twenty-three different counties in North Dakota formed between 1882 and 1908, in 
forty-four percent of North Dakota’s counties, though none of the colonies were in 

                         
68 JAS Annual Report (1909).  Jewish colony formation in the US reached a peak in 1882, when twenty Jewish 
agricultural colonies were founded in ten different states ranging from North Dakota in the north, Arkansas in 
the south, New Jersey in the east and Oregon in the west.  After attempting this approach, these charitable 
organizations instead, generally, chose to provide assistance to individual farmers.  
 
69 Schwartz, Early Jewish Agricultural Colonies (1965). The earliest reported Jewish settler in the Dakota 
Territory was Dan Eisenberg, who operated a trading post on the Missouri River, south of Bismarck beginning 
in 1869. His first store was opposite Fort Lincoln on what was called “the Point”, but then washed away by 
the river, so he moved into town. He is also credited with being one of the original settlers in Burleigh County.  
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existence for that entire time.70 There were more Jewish farmers in North Dakota than in 
another state except New Jersey, Connecticut and New York.71 
 
1. North Dakota Homestead Placements by Jewish Agriculturists’ Aid Society of 

Chicago Prior to Ashley Homesteaders’ Arrival in 190572  
 
Bottineau County      1. Ely  2. Russel  
 
Burleigh County        3. Andrews 4. Bismarck 5. Cromwell 6. Ong 7. Wilton   
 
LaMoure County       8. Kulm 
 
McHenry County       9. Balfour 10. Velva 11. Wagar 
 
McIntosh County      12. Lehr 
  
McLean County (includes present day McLean and Sheridan counties) 
             13. Coalharbor  14. Underwood  15. Washburn 
 
Morton County (includes present day Morton and Grant counties) 
             16. Cannonball 17. Fallon 18. Mandan 
 
Ramsey County         19. Benzion  20. Iola 
 
Towner County         21. Perth 
  
Ward  County (includes present day Ward, Mountrail, Burke, and Renville counties) 
             22. Banner  23. Palermo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                         
70 Records of JAS and JAA, cited in Schute, Proving Up, Moving Up (2010) 
 
71 JAS Annual Reports (1905-1916) Some Jewish agricultural settlements were not listed in articles or books 
describing the time period, as they either consisted of small groups of Jewish farmers, making the “colony” 
designation strained, or the farming operations were short lived, or they were located far away from larger 
population centers, and did not seek help from the available Jewish charitable organizations.  
 
72 JAS Annual Reports, Schute, Proving Up, Moving Up (2010), citing to JAA and JAS records. Other Jewish 
settlers not placed by the Chicago Society were a part of some of these settlements as well. 
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2.  Jewish  Agricultural Settlements (or groups of farmers) Started Prior to Ashley 
Homesteaders’ Arrival (not placements by Chicago Society)73 
 
Burleigh County         24. Painted Woods74  25. Wing75  26. Regan76  
 
Cass County                 27. Fargo 
 
Cavalier County         28. Milton  
 
Dickinson County      29. Dickinson  30. Belfield 
 
Grand Forks County  31. Grand Forks 
 
LaMoure County        32. Russell 
   
Logan County            33. Gackle  
 
McHenry County       34. Towner  
 
McIntosh County       35. Wishek  
 
McKenzie County      36. Stroud  
 
McLean County         37. Dodgen   38. Denhof  
 
Morton County          39. Glen Ullin   40. Leipzig   41. Flasher  42. Hebron 
 
Mountrail                   43. White Earth 
 
Nelson County           44. Lakota77  
 
                         
73 Not all of these settlements were still in existence or had Jewish farmers at the time the Ashley 
homesteaders arrived to farm.  It should also be noted that the settlements listed above are not listed in order 
of formation, and that some of the settlements were located in areas that later became the counties listed. 
 
74  Painted Woods is accepted as the first North Dakota Jewish agricultural community.  It was formed in 1882 
on the north shore of the Missouri River, thirty miles northwest of Bismarck. 
 
75 The Wing Jewish farming colony was formed around 1901, fifty miles from Bismarck 
 
76 The Regan Jewish farming colony was formed about 1901, thirty-five miles from Bismarck 
 
77 The Thal homesteaders moved here to farm in 1879.  Their grandson Alfred conducted many interviews of 
Jewish homesteaders in the 1970s, at the request of the State Historical Society of North Dakota. These tapes 
and some transcriptions are now located in Bismarck .  
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Ramsey County        45. Garske Village78 20. Iola79 (listed above)  46.  Devils Lake80  
            47. Webster81  48. Starkweather 
 
Ward County            49. Minot 82 
 
Williams County      50. Williston  
 
 

                         
78 Garske Village (Colony) was formed in 1883, and was the second North Dakota Jewish agricultural 
community.  It was located six miles from the Village of Garske and fifteen miles north of Devils Lake. 
 
79 Iola was formed around 1885, twenty miles northwest of Devils Lake.  Its residents were mostly persons 
who had farmed in Painted Woods and Garske.  Most of the persons who farmed there were not placed by the 
Chicago Society. 
 
80 The Devils Lake Colony was formed around 1889. 
 
81 Webster was formed between 1888 and 1892. 
 
82 Minot was formed in the early 1880s. 
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The Federation of Jewish Farmers of American, made up of twenty-five associations in the United States 
including the Sulzberger Colony Association from Ashley, held its first meeting in New York in October 
1909, in conjunction with the Jewish harvest holiday of Succoth.83 This picture shows of some of the 
produce exhibited in conjunction with the meeting. (George Grantham Bain Collection) 
 
 
As of 1909, the Jewish Agricultural Society Annual Report stated that the sixty Ashley  
Jewish farmers in McIntosh County,  whose farmers association was called the “Sulzberger 
                         
83  JAS Annual Report (1910) Sukkot is the last of the three pilgrimage festivals for Jewish people.  It has a  
dual significance, i.e., historical (commemorating the forty year period when the children of Israel wandered 
in the desert while living in sukkot (temporary shelters) and agricultural (also called the Festival of 
Ingathering, involving rejoicing before God with specific plants).  As New York City was a long way from 
Ashley, the only known “attendee” from the area at the First Annual Meeting of the Federation of Jewish 
Farmers of America was a woven wreath of three-inch head millet sent by Sarah Bendersky Schlasinger.  It 
won a certificate of merit and a silver medal.  In her family history, Sarah’s daughter Ethel Overby recalls her 
mother saying that they were contacted by the Jewish Agricultural Society asking Ashley settlers for 
specimens of their grain for an exhibition in New York.  All of their good quality wheat had been sold prior to 
hearing about the meeting, so Sarah crafted a wreath from their chicken feed millet.  
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Colony of Jewish Farmers”, formed the youngest and  largest settlement, in North Dakota, of 
eight they were aware of that existed at that time in eight different counties.  The JAS 
reported twenty-one Jewish farmers in Dodgen (in McLean County), forty-eight Jewish 
farmers in Wilton (Burleigh County), twenty Jewish farmers in Devils Lake (Ramsey 
County), eleven Jewish farmers in Stroud (McKenzie County), fifteen Jewish farmers in 
Bowman (Bowman County), who had formed the Bowman County Jewish Farmers 
Association, thirteen Jewish farmers in Leipzig (Morton County), eleven Jewish farmers in 
Velva (Ward County) and seventeen “scattered” farmers in other areas of North Dakota.  
The JAS was the first to admit that with their being located in New York, there were other 
existing Jewish farmers who they may not be aware of in North Dakota. For example, if no 
farmer from a particular settlement had sought aid from their organization, they may not 
be aware of that farmer’s (or that settlement’s) existence. Their annual reports also fail to 
identify how many farmers were needed and in what proximity to each other, to be 
categorized as a “settlement” or “colony”, versus being referred to as “scattered.”   
 
As is apparent from the lists above, the Jews who homesteaded in Ashley were not the first 
Jews in the Dakota Territory, nor were they the last.  Shortly after the formation of the 
settlement in Ashley, the Marmath Colony (Slope County) and the Bowman farming 
settlements (Bowman County) began.  The presence of other Jews in the state, whether 
they lived on farms or had moved to neighboring towns for work, added to the Jewish 
immigrants’ comfort in choosing North Dakota as their home – to work and raise their 
families.84 
 
III.  THE HOMESTEADING EXPERIENCE FOR ASHLEY JEWISH FARMERS  
 
A. Farming Conditions in North Dakota and the Ashley Jewish Homesteaders – 

“Promising Young Men with a Pioneering Spirit and Not Afraid of Hard Work” 
(1906) 

 
The Jewish homesteaders near Ashley arrived “a little late to the party”, i.e., over twenty 
years after McIntosh County was opened for homesteading.  This meant that the best land 
had already been claimed.  As most of the Jewish homesteaders ended up with land in the 
hilly sections of the County, the German residents in the County referred to the Jewish 
homestead lands as “Judenberg” or “the Jewish Hills.”85 
 
In addition to the hills, there was also the problem of land quality.  Many of the Ashley 
Jewish homesteaders arrived in the winter months to North Dakota.  Once the spring thaw 
arrived, the many rocks and stones on their land became visible to them for the first time.  
The process of clearing the land foot by foot and eventually acre by acre, was the highest 
priority.  Crops would not grow in and around the stones and rocks.  This tedious, back 

                         
84 JAS Annual Reports  (1900 – 1916) 
 
85 Dr. Leo Cohen and Max Wishek interview by Father William Sherman (Ashley 1970s) 
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breaking, time consuming work was, of course, done without the benefit of any modern 
machinery.86 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Piles of rocks and boulders (“homesteader pyramids”) cleared by hand by the pioneers still remain on 
this Jewish homesteaded land near Ashley, over one hundred years later. 
 
Upon arriving to the area, there had to be a sharp learning curve for the new Jewish 
farmers: 
 
 Joe [Bender] had never ridden a horse before and he knew nothing about 
 farming.  When he first arrived in Ashley, he hired himself out as a farm hand 
 at the home of a German farmer so he could learn. He learned how to rotate 
  crops on the farm, how to handle a single blade plow with a team of horses,   
 how to tame bronco horses.  Soon Joe was even a consultant for other farmers   
 new to the area.87 
 
In addition to the issues involved with attempting to farm rocky land on hilly terrain with 
little experience, the Ashley Jewish homesteaders, like their neighbors, dealt with the harsh 
                         
86 Schlasinger, Bender/Miller and Sachs Family Histories,  Geller North Dakota Jewish History Project,  Joe 
Bender interview with Alfred Thal (1974),  State Historical Society of North Dakota 
 
87 Kenneth Bender, From the Prairies to the Beaches – An American Soldier’s Story (2005) 
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climatic conditions. The 1903 Jewish Agricultural Society Annual Report referred to the 
“intense climatic risks of Dakota”, concluding: 
 
 There is no advantage in seeking such remote places for our people.  We have 
 therefore notified the Chicago Society [the other agricultural aid charity in the  
 area, which ceased operation in 1908] that we shall in no case assist any 
 farmers whom they may send out to the Northwest at any date after May 1903,  unless 
 conditions alter materially. 
 
The 1903 JAS Report continued: 
 
 While the land is practically free, everything connected with its tilling is  expensive, and 
 the chances of crop failure are very great – since the season is a very short one and 
 droughts and frosts are both very likely to occur.  The cost of all supplies being great, 
 the new farmer must run deeply into debt to the local storekeepers before he can 
 harvest his crop and a debt so incurred runs at the legal interest of 12 percent … so 
 without a large supply of ready money during the  first year of his residence, the 
 farmer is certain to become hopelessly involved in  permanent indebtedness.   We are 
 fully in accord with the opinion of our manager that much might be gained if we could 
 [provide support to farmers on] farms whose fertility had already been tested, together 
 with [providing] information as to the best crops to be raised and methods of the same, 
 that he (farmer) would be spared the many disappointments which are encountered at 
 the present time. 
 
Briefly, the JAS had discovered that Jewish settlers on “plains homesteads” were having 
significantly lower success rates than Jewish settlers on farms closer to urban Jewish 
centers.  For this reason, they did not want to use their funds to help the “plains homestead 
farmers” anymore.  But then along came the homesteaders near Ashley who changed their 
minds.  The JAS  Report in 190788, provides, in part: 
 
 Every now and then we receive loan applications from farmers who have settled 
 quite independently.  Thus we have discovered a small settlement in the southern 
 part of North Dakota, which has progressed so favorably through its own efforts 
 that we felt quite justified in aiding considerably  … 
 
 
 
The 1907 Report also sets forth additional praise for the Jewish colony in McIntosh County, 
though still recognizing the risks involved in farming in North Dakota, stating: 
 
                         
88  The JAS analyzed its annual data regarding Jewish farmers, climate, successes and failures, etc., and 
reported on this data in the subsequent year’s Annual Report.  For example, the Annual Report in 1907 covers 
occurrences in 1906.  The JAS reports disclose that during this period, it generally gave loans at four percent, 
while it was customary for local business loans to require payment of twelve percent interest. 
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 Though hit hard by this year’s extremely unseasonable weather, [the Jewish 
 farmer] has not suffered from its effects any more than his gentile neighbor. The 
 industrial depression has not affected the farmer to any great extent … 
 
 This year has brought us in touch with 164 farmers in North Dakota.  During 
  the last two years there has been a large influx of Jewish settlers in this state.   
 Many of them were obliged to file on poor land, owing to the fact that most of the 
 desirable homesteads had already been preempted.  The settlers,  however, are 
 promising young men, filled with a pioneering spirit and not afraid of hard 
 work.  This is especially true of those in McIntosh County.  Most of these 
 homesteaders have started with little or no money, but by working out for other 
 farmers, on the section roads, or with threshing crews, have managed to make 
 ends meet. 89To enable them, however, to work their homesteads, they require horses 
 and farm machinery.  These they generally buy on credit at exorbitant prices, giving in 
 payment notes bearing 12 percent interest and becoming deeply involved in debt, they 
 apply to us for assistance.  This accounts for the 59 loans we were obliged to make this 
 year in North Dakota.  (Emphasis added) 
 
 As to our future work in the state, it must be said that aside from the fact that few 
 good homesteads remain, the success of the homestead settlers depends too much 
 upon circumstances beyond his control.  Early frost, hail, inability to get his grain 
 threshed and to make his shipments in time, are elements to be reckoned with.  Our 
 experience in North Dakota confirms to us … that the same amount of money and 
 energy, if diverted to the east or south, where not so much is dependent on 
 chance, would yield much more satisfactory results.90   
 
The 1908 JAS report continues with compliments for the Ashley homesteaders:  
 
 There are 205 known farmers in North Dakota, the fourth largest number in  the 
 United States.  …  The oldest as well as the most important Jewish settlements in the 
 Northwest are in North Dakota.  In this state we have come in touch with 204 
 farmers, comprising an approximate population of over 1000.  These farmers have 
 settled on free government land.  The line of farming pursued is principally the raising 
                         
89 Homesteader Joe Bender noted that when working as a spike pitcher off of his family’s homestead land, 
“The other fellows got $2.50.  I got fifty cents more.  The reason why?  I loved it and wanted to prove we could 
do it – that Jews could be farmers.”  Joe Bender manuscript, This is Your Life – Joe Bender (1970s)  
 
90   A change took place within the Jewish Agricultural Society prior to the 1907 annual report being issued. 
Cyrus Sulzberger, who had been the president of the JAS, and such a staunch supporter of the Ashley 
homesteaders that they named their farmers association after him (the Sulzberger Colony), had turned over 
the leadership reigns of the organization, after becoming involved in another Jewish charity. Though the 
Ashley homesteaders are still praised, there are an increasing number of statements in the annual reports 
regarding the perceived greater risk of farming in North Dakota than in other areas where the JAS was 
providing occasional loans to farmers. 
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 of wheat, flax, barley, oats and spelts, while some are also engaged in sheep raising 
 and a few of the more prosperous are cattle raisers.   … The oldest settlement is in the 
 Devil’s Lake Section in Ramsey County, while the largest and at the same time the 
 youngest, is around Ashley in McIntosh County.  (Emphasis added)  
  
 Two representatives of Jewish farmers in McIntosh County, North Dakota, came to 
 New York in December 1906 and had a conference with the JAS executive 
 committee.  The community they represent consists of thirty families living within a 
 radius of six miles.  Twelve of these have been assisted by us -  the others have gone 
 there either unassisted or with the aid of previous settlers.  Owing to the difficulty of 
 supervision so far from New York, we had almost concluded not to assist any more 
 settlers on homestead claims.  The representations of these two men, however, have 
 convinced us of the wisdom of in some measure changing our decision.91 
 
The JAS North Dakota Report of 1909 includes reference to 216 Jewish farmers, with the 
“most important Jewish settlements” being in the “Ashley section in McIntosh County and 
the Wilton section in Burleigh County.”  Leonard Robinson, the General Manager of the JAS 
writes in his report, contained within the JAS 1909 Annual Report, that he was “much 
impressed” with the “spirit with which the homesteaders set about to work out their 
destinies in a new country. “ “When we remember that these settlements are still in their 
infancy, the strides made by our farmers are certainly inspiring … There was a pervading 
spirit of hopefulness which was contagious.” 
 
The JAS 1910 Report reports that in North Dakota, the state “experienced an almost general 
crop failure” that year.  Regarding the “McIntosh County settlers” in the same year, the JAS 
reports: 
 
 This year’s crop was almost a total failure -  few if any farmers will have grain to sell.  
 All that they will realize is enough for seed and feed.  However, in spite of the crop 
 conditions, our settlers have held their own in the past year, … contracting few new 
 debts …92 
 
 
The JAS Report of 1911 provides another rare look into the farming conditions that year in 
the Dakotas: 
 

                         
91 According to an article in the Grand Forks Herald (December 1906), Isadore Auerbach and Louis Wolfson 
were the two Ashley Jewish homesteader representatives who traveled to New York to plead the case of the 
Ashley homesteaders to the JAS.  They returned with $27,000 dollars in aide to assist the local Jewish farmers.   
 
92  Around this time, the JAS indicated that Jewish agriculturists (they were aware of) in North Dakota owned 
86,000 acres. 
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 In the Dakotas, where the average farmer depends largely upon his wheat crop, this 
 year’s failure, following immediately upon the heels of that of last year, was most 
 disastrous in its effects. To the new settler who has not yet had time to gain a 
 foothold and whose cultivable area is as yet small the two successive crop failures 
 proved a severe setback.  In some sections the drought was so severe that the farmer 
 did not even harvest enough to pay him for his seed.  Many of them … were 
 obliged to abandon their homesteads, at least temporarily, in order to find work for 
 the winter.  This is true of both Jewish and non-Jewish settlers.   
 
The 1915 Annual Report of the JAS starts referring to conditions in the Dakotas as 
conditions in the “middle west”, rather than “the Northwest”, stating: 
 
 The crop situation in the middlewest has not been altogether favorable.  Poor 
 marketing conditions have contributed to make the farming season far from 
 uniformly profitable.  [Farmers saw the effects] of the “European War”(World War I) 
 – when friends and relatives always to be depended upon in cases of need were out of 
 work and could render little or no assistance …  [and] mortgagees who had been 
 lenient needed their money… 
 
On the positive side, the report notes that farmers have learned the advantages of 
diversification, and came to understand that they cannot gamble their livelihoods 
depending solely upon wheat.  Many of the Russian Jewish immigrants were able to learn 
from their German neighbors, as well, because they also spoke German.   For example, 
when Joe Bender would pitch hay to Leah, his sister, she arranged it in stacks, shaped to 
drain off water in case of rain, the way she had seen the German farmers do.93 
 
Soon, Jewish farmers generally and in McIntosh County specifically began to be the subject 
of newspaper articles and editorials. In 1907, the Grand Forks Herald, in an article entitled 
“Jews Take to the Farm – Colony in Ashley, ND Prospering at Beginning of Third Year” 
provided: 
 
 The Jewish colony which was started near Ashley, ND in September 1905 is 
 prospering wonderfully.  At that time twelve families moved to the colony 
  and since then it has grown rapidly.  There are now thirty-two Minneapolis 
 families there who have taken homesteads.  They are proving daily that the 
  Jews make as good farmers as students, vindicating that they are willing 
 workers, and many of them would have long been “tillers of the soil” had they but had 
 the opportunity.94 

                         
93 Miller/Bender Family History, Geller North Dakota Jewish History Project   One day the brother-sister team 
worked in such “full momentum”, they didn’t realize that the stack on which Leah was standing had become 
so high there was no way for her to come down.  Joe ran from farmer to farmer until he found a ladder long 
enough to rescue her from her perch. 
94 Grand Forks Herald (March 27, 1907) 
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The Bismarck Weekly Tribune reported on September 29, 1911, that Gabriel Davidson of 
New York City, representative of the Jewish Agricultural and Industrial Aid Society and 
Joseph Blaustein, the North Dakota representative, had been in the city a couple of days.  In 
a conversation at the Grand Pacific Hotel, Mr. Davidson said that the organization was 
formed for the purpose of leading the mind of the American Jew away from merchandizing 
and into other pursuits.   “We have our people scattered all over North Dakota and they are 
in a fairly prosperous condition --probably the greatest number are in McIntosh and 
Burleigh counties, but there are some in Bowman, McKenzie and other counties.”  
 
Dr. Morris Loeb, Scientist, chemistry professor at Columbia University, philanthropist and 
member of the Board of Directors of the JAS, in an editorial in “the Survey” dated December 
23, 1911 stated: 
 
  The Jewish farmer is not only a fact, but is gradually becoming a factor.   Failures, it is 
 true have been numerous, but it is no longer popular to dismiss them with the off hand 
 statement that the Jew cannot be a farmer.  Every failure, it was shown, can be traced 
 to specific causes that are inexorable and that operate without regard to creed, race, 
 color or previous condition of servitude.95 (Emphasis added)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
An early model of the Cyclone broadcast seed sower used by McIntosh County farmers in the early 
1900’s. (McIntosh County Heritage Museum)   
 
Oscar Silverleib, whose sister-in-law Fayga is buried in the Ashley cemetery, had a 
homestead about eight miles north of Ashley, close to Danzig.  After working the land for 
two years, he accumulated enough money to send for his “sweetheart” who lived near 
Odessa. She took a section of land adjoining his.  They grew crops and raised cattle and 
                         
95 The emphasis added reflects Dr. Loeb’s quoting from the Fifteenth Amendment to the Constitution (1870), 
giving the right to vote to former slaves. Dr. Loeb’s speech was cited in the JAS Annual Report of 1913. 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018      
 
Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery  McIntosh County, ND 
Name of Property                   County and State 

Section 8 page 54 
 

purchased additional land.  Though they eventually moved to a farm in Connecticut to be 
closer to more Jewish people and Jewish institutions, they considered their farming near 
Ashley to be a success.96 
 
Other homesteaders found success off the farm, despite previous hardships. Isadore 
Dorfman escaped the pogrom of 1903 and got in touch with the Jewish Immigration Aid 
Society which furnished transportation to the Dakotas.  
 
 He had no idea where he was going – found himself with others at Eureka, 
  the end of the railroad at that time, and used self-propelled foot power for 35 miles 
 to Ashley, following the trail of the freight ox cars.97 
 
Isadore’s wife Freda Dorfman, buried at the Ashley cemetery, died in childbirth, leaving 
him with three young children and a farm.  After proving up his claim, Mr. Dorfman sold his 
160 acres at ten dollars per acre and used the money to buy a meat market in Ashley. He 
never remarried. 
 
In a change from the typical scenario of parents bringing their children to the prairie, the 
two oldest Jampolsky boys encouraged their father, Isadore, to file for a section of the “wild 
land” in McIntosh County once they had arrived in North Dakota.  As there were no trees, 
they did not build a house, because they believed the windstorms would blow the home 
away.  They dug a large basement and covered the walls with horse manure to prevent 
freezing.  (They called them adobe houses).  In the winter, their father tied a thick strong 
rope around his waist and on the door to the barn, to lead him to safety if a blizzard 
suddenly came up.  He feared he would lose direction, would perish and would not be 
discovered until the snow and ice cleared in the spring.98  The Jampolskys eventually 
owned a general store in Linton.  Isadore “Izzy” Jampolsky is buried in the Ashley Jewish 
cemetery.  
 
When discussing the conditions of farming the land, Noah Schlasinger described the day he 
and his wife Sarah, “found gold” on her land, part of which is the site of the Ashley 
Cemetery. After his digging by hand for over a month, with Sarah pulling up the dirt in a 
bucket on a rope, and after too many dry trials, they eventually found their water supply.  
This was a significant turning point in their farming experience.99   
 
For all the successes on the land there were also economic failures.  While most Jewish 
homesteaders heard of the opportunity to own North Dakota land to farm while still in 
Russia, the Minenberg homesteaders learned of the opportunity another way.  As  
told by their daughter, Rachel Minenberg Baker: 
 
                         
96   Morris Silverleib, Silverleib Family History, Geller North Dakota Jewish History Project (1970s) 
97 Maurice Dorfman, Dorfman Family History, Geller North Dakota Jewish History Project (1970s) 
98 Sol Jampolsky, Jampolsky Family History, Geller North Dakota Jewish History Project (1970s) 
99 Overby, Schlasinger Family History, Geller North Dakota Jewish History Project (1970s) 
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 Father (Nathan Minenberg) had a head full of enthusiasms.  When he heard a 
 speaker of the Jewish Agricultural Society speaking on a street corner on 
 Dumont Avenue in Brooklyn, he decided to join a group of sixty families being 
  sent to make a settlement in North Dakota, where land was still available 
 under the Homestead Act.100 
 
The Minenbergs’ story did not start or end well.  They arrived in March 1907, late at night 
to a dark town (Ashley) with deep snow untouched by footprints.  They found their way to 
a way station for immigrants until spring. Other than a table, lamp and cooking stove, the 
shack had no furnishings – no bed and no chair.  People sat on the floor on boxes and the 
room was packed.  Rachel and her parents slept near the door, and by morning the snow 
had drifted in and they were covered.  Rachel wrote of one very vivid and powerful 
memory of this time: 
 
 By Passover time, most of the settlers had left to move into their shacks on their 
 claims.  We were left alone.  I remember looking down from the top of a tall box 
 where I slept, while my father and mother celebrated the Passover together, 
  and my father sang Hallel, praising God and thanking Him for His blessings.   
 
Rachel Minenberg and her mother were eventually moved into a room behind an empty 
store adjoining a pool hall, where they stayed all summer until her baby brother was born.  
Her father was gone the whole summer building a shack and getting the homestead ready 
for them.  A mohel came down from Minneapolis for the bris (ritual circumcision) 
ceremony for her baby brother, and all the homesteaders came to town.  White sheets were 
spread out on the counters in the store, which served as tables, and they were spread with 
mounds of sponge cake and bottles of wine.  The moneylender in town was happy to lend 
the money for the lavish event in return for a second mortgage. The family, finally reunited, 
rode happily out to their homestead. 
 
Nathan Minenberg soon had to leave his wife, daughter and baby to find work in town to 
make payments on the mortgages.  During this time when her mother was alone on the 
homestead with Rachel and her baby brother, there was a prairie fire, a tornado that took 
off the roof of their house, and then a blizzard.  Nathan founds odd jobs and painted murals 
in nearby churches, often without fee.  By the time they had stayed on the land long enough 
to prove it up, the land was no longer theirs.  
 
The Minenbergs were not the only ones who lost their land.  Homesteader Yehudah Lev 
Reuben’s wife Miriam died in a horse and buggy accident, and his son died during the 
Spanish flu epidemic.  Both Miriam Reuben and her son Benjamin are buried in the Ashley 
Jewish Cemetery.  Yehudah Lev began homesteading around 1909.  By 1919, he was 
required to deed his land to the moneylender, who held mortgages on the homestead.101 
                         
100 Rachel Baker, Minenberg Familly History, Geller North Dakota Jewish History Project 
101 Rabbi Jon-Jay Tilsen, quoted in Lance Nixon, Promised Land (Capital City Journal July 2014) 
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Though temperatures exceeded one hundred degrees on some summer days, and dropped 
to forty below with heavy snow in the winter, most of the Jewish farmers near Ashley found 
ways to make ends meet, just like their non-Jewish neighbors.  Some hired themselves out 
to work as farm hands on neighboring German farms.  Some worked shoveling coal or 
having other jobs on the railroad during the winter, or got part-time jobs working in stores 
in or near Ashley, or on road building or threshing crews.102 Some found work painting the 
McIntosh County Courthouse.103 
 
There was no lack of ingenuity by these farmers – men or women. Ashley homesteader 
Sarah Schlasinger and her cousin and fellow homesteader Becky Pochapin, took their cook 
stove, a cow, dishes and pots and set up a kitchen in an empty house near the road building 
job, where they fed the crew of men. They baked fresh bread everyday, and earned money 
for their families.104  
 
Even on the harsh prairie, sometimes luck entered into one’s destiny.  William and Ida 
Kreitzman  were married in Russia and moved to North Dakota in 1907. (Mr. Kreitzman’s 
step-mother was Mrs. Parkansky who is buried in the Ashley Cemetery). In 1908, the 
Kreitzmans had boy triplets -  the first surviving male triplets born in North Dakota.  As a 
reward for the birth of the triplets, the United States Government gave William a free 
homestead eight to ten miles from Wishek.  The family grew vegetables and raised poultry 
for themselves.  Ida canned food and poultry and hung it in the rafters of the house in the 
winter to preserve it, without the need to prove up anything, as with the typical homestead.  
William eventually owned and operated a successful hide and fur business.105  
 
The typical North Dakota farmer, whether Jewish or non-Jewish, did not receive anything 
for nothing.  Ashley homesteader Joe Bender summed up his homesteading experience: 

 
It was a hard road to go – no experience in farming – never handled any 
livestock, live horses, cows, farm machinery… breaking in wild broncos, horses 
which never worked, milking cows … thank God who gave me strength,  

                         
102 Homesteader Noah Schlasinger recalled that Meyer Mackoff, a homesteader who spoke English, recruited 
Jewish immigrants for a crew to build a road crossing on the Milwaukee railroad near Monango.  The pay was 
good –$1.50 per day.  Noah returned to his wife Sarah’s homestead and they used the money to furnish their 
first home, described on the land patent in 1907 as a frame house “shingled, plastered and papered, 12 by 24 
feet with an adjoining barn of the same size” with a “bored well and pump”, Schlasinger Family History 
 
103 Ashley Tribune (July 12, 1907),”The Jewish painters are repainting the Courthouse.” 
 
104 The women’s jobs on the homestead were by no means limited to child-rearing, cooking, sewing, and 
tending the family garden.  Women participated in the heavy labor chores including well-digging, raking hay 
under the hot sun, and the never-ending job of loading rocks their husbands dug up onto the “stone boat” that 
the horses would haul to a ravine. Schlasinger Family History 
 
105   William Kreitzman, Kreitzman Family History, Geller North Dakota Jewish History Project (1970s) 
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patience and lots of nerve to go through.  We tried to break up new land – 
seeded in wheat, also flax, in the second year, we seeded more flax, and we 
had a nice flax crop.  I undertook my obligation to get married -  sold some flax,  
bought a suit for eighteen  dollars and had nerve to go to Minneapolis to get married.  
Father and Mother couldn’t have the pleasure to be at our wedding – reason – not 
having the money – we didn’t have a honeymoon … As a farmer had pride, and work 
for yourself and be independent …   Our home sweet home [sodhouse] -  we had a little 
stove heated with coal, but the stove was very small -- could not hold too much coal so 
we added coal every hour or two …   We were happy and satisfied.   

 … 
 
 Kiva Bender [Joe’s father] used to say, “we can prove to the world that the Jew can be 
 a farmer”, and we did.106 
 
Many of the Jewish homesteaders’ memories regarding prairie farming are similar to the 
lives they led – a mixture of bitter and sweet.  Jewish homesteader siblings Charles Sachs 
and Alice Sachs Hamburg recall the way they, as children, would get big rocks out of the 
soil, when the rocks were too big to be dug out: 
 
 We built a fire on the [one] rock, then would pour water over the hot rock to 
  crack it.  Then we could dig out the pieces. 
 
After recalling that they practically lived on potatoes (because you could dig a hole, cover 
them with straw and live on them all winter), Charles Sachs fondly recalls: 
 
 Ma had some way of making jelly out of roses.107 
 
Similarly, homesteader Ann Rosen (related to the Raich (Rachbuch) family in Ashley) 
writes: 
 
 Wolves would come up to the house and we would put a light in the window 
  to chase them away. 
 
In the next paragraph she writes: 
 
 There were deer, wild geese, ducks, prairie chickens … my brothers hunted 
  to their hearts’ delight … 
 
 When flax was ready to be cut, the entire crop had blue blossoms, like a field  
 of purple violets … a beautiful sight.108 
                         
106   Joseph Bender, This is Your Life manuscript 
 
107  Homesteaders Charles and Alice Sachs Interview, Geller North Dakota Jewish History Project (1970s) 
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Telegram sent to Ashley homesteaders Joseph and Mary Bender on their wedding day from relatives in 
New York begins with “Mazel Tov” (congratulations and good luck) written three times. .  Note idyllic 
pictures of couples farming with shovels and hoes, holding abundant harvests of wheat and grapes, and 
stamp showing Theodore Herzl, founder of the movement for a Jewish homeland. (October 11, 1911) 
 
B. Religious/Social Conditions for Ashley Homesteaders 
 
Even when they were persecuted for their beliefs in Russia and Eastern Europe, these Jews 
continued their religious traditions, oftentimes at great personal risk.  Once coming to the 
United States, where practicing their religion and being allowed to live were not mutually 
exclusive concepts, these same Jews were not prepared to ignore their religious history.   

                                                                               
108Ann Rosen Memoir, Geller North Dakota Jewish History Project (1970s) Father William Sherman concluded 
that Painted Woods (the first colony) was a failure, Garske was a mixed blessing – some families suffered but 
others prospered moderately, and that the Jews who came to the colonies after the turn of the century 
(including the Ashley-Wishek community of farmers) did well.  Sherman, Prairie Mosaic (1983) 
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They felt they could be good citizens of their adopted country, while observing their Jewish 
customs and rituals. 
 
Despite all the challenges the Jewish homesteader dealt with when he/she first arrived, in 
McIntosh County, observance of religion was a close second for many to having food, 
clothing and shelter.  In 1908, less than two years after Kiva Bender arrived from Odessa, 
with no knowledge of English, he made sure to register the new Ashley Jewish 
Congregation in the annual American Jewish Year Book.109 The community had no official 
rabbi for three years, and no synagogue building for nine years, but they were a 
congregation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One year later, Kiva Bender registered one of the first two Jewish farmers associations in 
the United States, which they named The Sulzberger Colony.  Mr. Bender realized that there 
was strength in working together to purchase seed and supplies and to obtain credit.  He 

                         
109 American Jewish Committee, The American Jewish Year Book (Philadelphia 1909) 
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was one of the original founders of the Federation of Jewish Farmers of America, which in 
1909 boasted twenty-five farmer associations throughout the United States.110  By 
identifying mutual needs and goals with farmers in other communities within and outside 
of North Dakota, the group of Ashley Jewish farmers made connections with those beyond 
their county’s boundaries. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                         
110 JAS Annual Report (1910) 
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Program from First Convention of The Federation of Jewish Farmers of America (1909)  The Ashley 
association, called The Sulzberger Colony, was one of the first to join the Federation. The Fair offered 
farmers an opportunity to exhibit their produce, and the organization gave Jewish farmers more 
purchasing power, started a bureau to give liberal credit to farmers who needed more help and offered 
good prices on seeds and farming implements.  At the time of the first convention, there were twenty-five 
Jewish farmer associations in the United States.   
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Prior to Ashley having its own synagogue in 1917 and/or when the resident Rabbi had 
obligations to other Jewish communities in the area, the Ashley Jewish homesteaders 
gathered at different neighbors’ farms to recite the important prayers that were thousands 
of years old.  The older and/or learned men in the community would lead the service. Kiva 
Bender would oftentimes perform this function.  He would also serve as a rabbi to officiate 
at Jewish weddings. After his death, his son-in-law Joseph Miller assisted in this role.111 
Pauline Auerbach Greenberg recalled the fun of getting together at each other’s homes for 
the major holidays. Oftentimes, friends and family would stay overnight and there would be 
seven to eight children in one bed. There were oftentimes so many people that the men 
would sleep in the hayloft and the women and children in the house.112 
 
Part of the Jewish religious observance requires a minimum of ten men (a minyan) for 
certain religious services and prayers, with the belief that God will then be present. This is 
a unique principle in the Jewish religion. For example, once a family member dies, relatives 
honor the memory of the deceased by reciting a prayer (the Mourners Kaddish) for eleven 
months and then on the annual anniversary of the person’s death (according to the Jewish 
calendar).113  
 
Jewish people believe that when the Mourners Kaddish is said, the soul of the deceased 
rises higher in heaven and closer to God. The requirement of ten to say the Mourners 
Kaddish makes those saying the prayer thankful to the others who make this possible. On 
the North Dakota prairie, this feeling of appreciation was amplified due to the distances 
fellow Jews had to travel.  By praying together, and socializing before and after the 
organized prayer service, the Jewish homesteaders formed a strong bond between each 
other.  
 
Izzy Jampolsky’s youngest son recalls the way the Ashley Jewish community strictly 
followed the Jewish law regarding not having a burial on the Sabbath: 
 
 In the winter of 1918, people were getting sick [and dying from the Spanish 
  Flu]. Leo, my brother caught pneumonia.  I hired a man to drive my sick  brother to the 
 nearest doctor or hospital.  My father, watching from inside the house as Leo was 

                         
111 Joseph Bender, Interview by Alred Thal, Miller/Bender Family History, Schlasinger Family History, Abraham 
Auerbach Family History, “Uncle Kiva Bender was the Rabbi when I married Sara Rievman at Wishek in 1910”, 
Geller North Dakota Jewish History Project. 
 
112 Pauline Greenberg, Auerbach Family History. The Ashley Jewish community would also sometimes travel to 
Bismarck to observe some significant holidays, prior to the purchase of the building for a synagogue in 
Ashley. 
 
113 There are also prayers within the Sabbath service and the services of other Jewish holidays that require 
the presence of ten men. Homesteader Sol Jampolsky commented that he was always pleased when eleven 
people assembled for Jewish prayers in Ashley, rather than the required ten.  “Then”, he said, “it was not 
necessary for us all to stop praying when one person had to go outside to the bathroom.”  Sol Jampolsky , 
Jampolsky Family History 
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 being laid on the sled, fell to the floor and died.  We hired a car to take us to the Ashley 
 cemetery for burial.  The car stalled in a snowstorm.  We walked the rest of the way to 
 Ashley.  Being Sabbath Eve, the body was placed in the barn until Sunday when the 
 funeral was held.  On  the train home, we heard bells ringing and people laughing and 
 dancing because World War I had ended.  
 
In addition to reciting the mourners’ prayers and observing the Sabbath, the residents of 
the Ashley Jewish Homesteaders settlement celebrated the major Jewish holidays with 
their entire families – Rosh Hashanah (the Jewish New Year), Yom Kippur (The Day of 
Atonement), Succoth (Feast of Booths or Feast of Ingathering), Shavuot (Feast of Weeks, 
celebrating the giving of the law to Moses and the Jewish people at Mount Sinai), Simchat 
Torah (celebrating completion of reading the Five Books of Moses, Old Testament, and the 
beginning of the same again) and Pesach (Passover, celebrating the Jews’ freedom from 
slavery in Egypt).114   Once the Ashley synagogue was purchased, important holidays were 
observed there. Even after some of the homesteaders had moved off their claims to nearby 
towns, they returned to the Ashley synagogue to celebrate the Jewish New Year holidays 
with their former neighbors.115 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                         
114 Once Israel Auerbach, a homesteader near Ashley, purchased a store in town, he would post signs in the 
window, “Closed for Jewish Holiday.”   The Ashley Tribune also carried notices of the days that “Auerbach’s” 
or “The Israel Store” and other Jewish owned stores were closed for Jewish holidays. (Ashley Tribune, August 
30, 1912) The Ashley Tribune notes in 1920, “The Felix Rapaport Fruit Stores, Nate Auerbach Mercantile 
Store and the Farmer Store were closed throughout Monday and Tuesday.  No business of any kind was done 
by the merchants as the Hebrewish [sic] New Year was honored that day.  Services were held at the local 
synagogue and a crowd of people assembled in the city Sunday evening and early Monday morning so as to be 
present when the services commenced.” Once Ashley homesteaders Joseph and Mary Bender moved to 
Eureka, South Dakota and purchased a general store in town, they, too, would post similar signs, e.g., “Closed 
for Jewish New Year.”  Bender, From the Prairies to the Beaches (2005) 
 
115 Around 1918, when Joseph Bender was already living in Eureka, SD, he and his wife and two children went 
to the shul (synagogue) in Ashley for the High Holidays (Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur).  There was a big 
rainstorm and it took the Bender family two days to get home (about forty miles) with their team of horses.  
Joe Bender interview with Alfred Thal (1974) 
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Former Jewish homesteader Israel Auerbach’s  General Store in Ashley was closed for the Jewish 
holidays.  This metal sign is posted in the McIntosh County Historical Museum.116 
 
The 1912 Bulletin of the National Conference of Jewish Charities, reports that in the Ashley, 
North Dakota settlement, services were held on Rosh Hashanah, with seventy-eight adults 
and thirty-one children attending. This was prior to there being a synagogue building 
owned by the congregation. It also reports that the first part of Succoth was spent in 
McIntosh County, and that Rabbi Hess, who officiates at all necessary functions as shochet 
(trained to kill animals for consumption with respect and compassion), mohel (trained in 
covenant of circumcision) and marriages and funerals, killed three hundred fifty fowl for 
the month of September, and killed two “beeves” a week in the Ashley settlement.117  
 
The difficulties in getting together a minyan were not the only religious obstacles faced by 
the early Mcintosh County Jews. Though there are traditionally only certain animals that 
may be eaten by Jewish people according to the Bible, and though only animals killed by a 
shochet were traditionally eaten, on the North Dakota prairie, the strict rules of “kashrut” 
or “keeping kosher”were not always able to be followed.  Prior to having a person trained 
in the proper way to slaughter animals being available in the Ashley settlement, some of 
the farmers would try to order kosher meat to be delivered from bigger cities. However, 
                         
116 Until after the beginning of World War II, large sections of the Ashley Tribune and the Wishek News were 
printed in German.  “When Auerbach’s closed their store in Ashley in 1936 after being in business for over 
thirty years, they announced the closing and thanked their customers in both German and English.”  
Iseminger, McIntosh County German-Russians: The First Fifty Years North Dakota History, vol. 51, no. 3 (1984)  
 
117 National Conference of Jewish Charities, Bulletin (Baltimore 1912). There is also reference to Rabbi Hess 
visiting Fort Lincoln, and obtaining a three day furlough for the Jewish soldiers in the fort, for them to observe 
the Jewish High Holidays. 
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without proper refrigeration, when the meat arrived (by horse and buggy or train), it was 
already spoiled.118  
 
This led to some members in the community learning on their own to slaughter their own 
meat. Izzy Jampolsky took the additional step of traveling to Brooklyn to get a degree in 
“hecksher” to slaughter chickens in the kosher way.  According to his son Sol, in addition to 
the Jampolsky family being well supplied with kosher chickens, their father would travel by 
train at his own expense and spend entire days butchering chickens for the Jewish people 
in neighboring towns.119 
 
Of course, sometimes the food eaten was a result of the family’s financial condition. If 
squirrel, rabbit and pheasant were readily available on the prairie, and the previous year’s 
crop had not been as successful as they had hoped, some farmers in the Ashley settlement 
would hunt for their own food, whether or not it was kosher or slaughtered in the 
traditional way.  
 
In addition to praying together during religious festivals, the Ashley Jewish community 
socialized together:   
 
 On the prairie friends and relatives gathered frequently to talk, play chess, sing 
 Russian songs, and consume endless glasses of hot tea sweetened with lump 
  sugar or varenya (jam). In good weather, the women walked across the prairie 
  to visit each other, the small children clinging to the mothers’ long skirts.  In 
  early summer they would gather rose petals from the brilliant, luxuriant wild 
  roses that transformed the prairie in a glory of color.  The rose petals made an 
 exquisite rose-amber jelly.  Later in the summer there would be excursions to 
  pick chokecherries for jelly.120 
 
Years later, Maurice Dorfman recalled hearing “a very plaintive folk song” played on the 
violin at someone’s house after the High Holiday services.  “It moved most of those 
assembled to tears of joy.”121 

                         
118 Mrs. Jake Marcovitz and Mrs. Julie Lewis, interview with Alfred Thal, State Historical Society of North 
Dakota (October 13, 1975), regarding their parents, the Ourachs.   Mrs. Ourach, whose son is buried in the 
Ashley cemetery, did not eat meat for two years, as she could not get kosher meat.  When she had trouble 
with her eyes, the doctor said if she did not meat she would go blind.  They tried having meat sent from 
Minneapolis, but it was tainted.  Later their father learned how to slaughter according to the laws of 
“kashruth.” Joseph Bender interview with Alfred Thal (1974). 
 
119  Jampolsky Family History (1970s) 
 
120 Schlasinger Family History. (1970s)   
 
121  Dorfman Family History (1970s) 
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In a family history regarding her parents Sam and Pearl Rapaport, Rose Schwartz writes of 
two types of entertainment she enjoyed as a young girl on the farm, one planned, the other 
unexpected: 
 
 Sam Rapaport had a job in a factory in Pittsburgh, hated it, heard from his Uncle 
 Kiva [Bender], packed up the family and went.  He took up a homestead  
 near his uncle … they all helped each other.   I don’t know if my father   
 made money or not, but I was never hungry.  My parents loved good music  
 and later they purchased a phonograph, so we heard operas, great violinists,  
 Jewish cantorial and other music. … 
 
Next Rose writes: 
 
 Our house burned down.  It was not a bad thing.  We moved to the Silvers’ 
  farm between Ashley and Lehr.  I loved that farm, as it had a huge cherry 
  grove with wonderful climbing trees and when cherries were ripe, all friends 
  of my mother’s would come, prick them with hairpins and make jams and 
  jellies.  They would sit and gossip and I would listen.  I learned to make 
  cheeses, how to winterize vegetables and store eggs from the gentile 
  neighbors [during the cherry gathering].122 
 
The settlers made their own fun and developed their own distractions.  Leah Bender had 
become a proficient horsewoman, who would ride to Ashley for mail and other errands.  
She soon started racing horseback with the German girls in the area.123 
 
When Joe Bender was a bachelor, on Saturday nights he would sometimes take a big wagon 
(a “hayrack”) filled with hay.  He would pull it from one Jewish homestead to the next, and 
the single men and women would climb in.  Heated rocks rapped in gunny sacks under 
quilts kept everyone warm.  They would sing and sometimes hold dances in barns.  The 
single ladies would prepare cakes and sandwiches for the trip.  “Our social entertainment 
was our own”, said Joe Bender.124 
 
In addition to socializing within the Jewish farming community, there was also 
communication and friendship between the Jewish farmers and their German farming 
neighbors, and those living in town. There was a sense that they were “all in this together.”  
                         
122 Rapaport Family History (1970s) When she was eight, Rose’s father had enough of farming and took on an 
agency for selling patent medicines for “Shores”.  He bought a little wagon and went to all the farmers selling 
extracts and medicines for humans and animals.  Rose Schwartz later learned that the “medicine” contained a 
great deal of alcohol.  When “the last Rabbi” left, they moved to Bismarck to find a husband for Rose.  
 
123 Bender/Miller Family History (1970s)  
 
124 Joe Bender, Thal interview, Schlasinger Family History, Kamins Family History (1970’s), Geller North Dakota 
Jewish History Project 
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When the harsh climate resulted in crop failures, they all suffered.  When the rains and 
temperatures were favorable, they all triumphed. 
 
Homesteader Joe Bender’s son describes one instance evidencing the close feeling between 
the fellow homesteaders – be they Jewish or non-Jewish, as told to him by his father: 
 
 In the Spring of 1912, Joe Bender was riding his horse from his land nine miles 
 northwest of Ashley, into town.  Mattias Kopp, a German farmer owned 80 acres near 
 Ashley.  Joe noticed that Mr. Kopp had not seeded his land yet and it was getting late to 
 plant wheat.  Joe stopped at the Kopps’ house and asked Mr. Kopp if anything was 
 wrong.  Mr. Kopp, with tears in his eyes, said his horses were sick, and this would be the 
 first year that he wasn’t able to plant.  My Dad went home and said to my Grandfather, 
 “We’ve got to help him.”  My Grandfather Kiva told Joe, “you know all the 
 homesteaders.  See if you can all help the Kopps together.” 
 
 Joe went from farm to farm that evening on horseback, explaining the situation to the 
 neighbors.  He told them of his plan – that they would all meet at the Kopp farm at 
 dawn, the next day.  When Joseph arrived at the Kopp farm before dawn, with his team 
 of horses, plow and seed, he was the only one there.  Then he heard horses’ hooves, and 
 more horses’ hooves, as the sun started to rise.  Thirty Jewish homesteaders with thirty 
 teams of horses and thirty plows had come to help their neighbor.   
 
 In one day they plowed and seeded the Kopps’ 80 acres.  Mr. Kopp came out and looked 
 with disbelief.  Joe told him, “What we did for you, you would have done for any of 
 us.”125 
 
Many of the homesteaders also became friendly with members of what was then called the 
“Sioux Tribe”, who lived near their homesteads. One of the tribe members sold Joe Bender a 
wild pinto horse.  The horse was so fast, that Joe won the Ashley Fourth of July races three 
years straight.  Some people in town used to say, “Oh no, here comes Bender with that 
horse, again!”126 
 
The Jewish homesteading families also celebrated life’s milestones together.  The early 
weddings among members of the community were special, despite their simplicity.   
 
 They would take place outside so everyone could attend -  Joe (Bender’s) 
 brother-in-law – Uncle Miller, would oftentimes play the violin for dancing, and  Joe’s 
 sister Sarah, who had a beautiful voice, would sing.127 

                         
125 Bender, From the Prairies to the Beaches (2005) 
 
126 Id.  
 
127 Id.  
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 We didn’t have any money to spend, but the social life among the people was 
 wonderful.128 
 
Though many of the settlers who arrived were married in Russia or shortly after they 
arrived, there were also single members of the community who were looking forward to 
getting married and to starting a family. Homesteader Pearl Rapaport, urged to come to 
Ashley with her husband by her Uncle Kiva Bender, convinced her brother Joseph Miller to 
come to Ashley.  Joe Miller was living in Pittsburgh, where he was a cigar maker.  Once 
arriving in Ashley, he offered to teach English to single homesteader Leah Bender.  A 
romance developed and Mr. Miller proposed marriage.129 
 
An August 6, 1909 article in the Ashley Tribune stated: 
 
 A Jewish wedding in which Joseph Miller and Miss Lena Bender were the 
 consenting parties was solemnized at the Bender home, a few miles north of 
 Ashley, Sunday, August 1.  
 
This brief notice did not begin to describe the event: 
 
 The wedding took place in the Bender barn.  Fresh green grass was strewn inside and 
 boards were propped up for tables and covered with fresh tablecloths.  Cookies and 
 cakes were baked in great quantity by relatives and friends.  Kiva (Bender) had bought 
 grapes and made several huge barrels of wine, far more than he expected to need.  
 Nathan Minenberg made a Star of David.  All Jewish families in the colony were invited. 
 Everyone came to join in the festivities, infants and children as well. … 
 
 The day was calm and beautiful. No wind was stirring.  The wedding canopy was set up 
 outside.  Their German neighbors, who had never seen a Jewish wedding before, came 
 to watch.  Kiva invited them to have a drink, and in less than an hour all wine and 
 pastries were gone.  The guests danced on the prairie, reveling in the joy of the 
 occasion.  The men vied for a dance with the bride, so Jake Raich stepped in to organize 

                         
128 Joe Bender, This Is Your Life 
 
129 Bender/Miller Family History  It was not unusual for single persons in the homesteader families to marry 
someone who happened to arrive in town. Isadore Grossman, a homesteader who is buried in the Ashley 
cemetery, “found” a wife for his younger brother Louis (also buried in the cemetery), when Isadore’s wife’s 
sister came to Ashley. (Louis moved to Dickinson after farming, and became a salesman for the Shore Miller 
Company – Drugs and Yard Goods.  He also bought scrap iron from farmers and his wife sold it in Dickinson.  
Louis died in the flu epidemic).  Isadore had a daughter , Lena, who married the traveling peddler who used to 
stay at their home. He sold kitchen wares from a wagon drawn by a horse.   Stuart Kaufman quoted regarding 
his grandparents and great-grandfather in Lance Nixon, Promised Land , Capital City Journal (2014) Yehuda 
Leib Rabyn , another homesteader near Ashley, had a daughter Esther, who also married a salesman who was 
on his route.  Edward Tilsen sold medical supplies.  They were married in 1915 by Rabbi Hess.  Rabbi Jon-Jay 
Tilsen quoted in Promised Land, id. 
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 the dancing.  He asked the musicians to shorten their numbers, charged 25 cents for a 
 dance with the bride, and cleared twelve dollars to present to the new couple.   
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 The musicians had been engaged to play until midnight.  When midnight arrived and 
 the guests clamored for more dancing, the musicians were offered more money and 
 urged to continue, but they refused.  So the groom accommodated the guests by taking 
 his fiddle, and to the accompaniment of a washtub drum, played waltzes and polkas 
 far into the night.130 
                         
130 Bender/Miller Family History 
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The wedding of Rabbi Hess’ daughter Helen and Israel and Sarah Auerbach’s son Nathaniel 
seven years later was at the other end of the spectrum.  As noted in the Ashley Tribune 
(March 1916): 
 
 One of the most beautiful weddings of the season took place at the Ashley Opera 
 House last Sunday evening … The ceremony was performed by the father of the bride 
 in a very impressive manner assisted by the choir composed of the immediate family of 
 the bride and groom and Mr. Benj. Greenberg.  The old Jewish rituals were 
 carried out and impressed all present with its solemnity.  …  the ceremony was 
 witnessed by an immense throng that filled the hall to its capacity.  After the 
 ceremony,  an elaborate supper was served at the Hotel.  …  for 250 guests.  At 10:30 
 P.M. the guests repaired to the Opera House where the “Raggy Reuben” orchestra of 
 Aberdeen were entertaining until 2:30 in the morning. 
 
 After the dance many guests repaired to the residence of Rabbi and Mrs. Hess, where 
 the festivities were continued until the wee hours of morning.  During these 
 festivities the poor war sufferers were not forgotten and following an old Jewish 
 custom a collection was taken up which amounted to $55 to alleviate the wants of 
 those unfortunates … 
 
The hard work on the farm did not diminish the creative spirit of some of the Jewish 
homesteaders, including Sarah and Noah Schlasinger.  Sarah was determined to make her 
prairie house a home.  She “bought cretonne and made fringe-trimmed curtains and a sofa 
cover.  She painstakingly painted the wooden floor to look like the parquet floors of 
Odessa”.131 During the second winter in North Dakota, a group of homesteaders, including 
the Schlasingers, were reminiscing about the theatre in Odessa.  They decided if they could 
not go to plays they could produce their own.  They decided it would amuse them and 
perhaps entertain others, since Russian was widely spoken in the Ashley area.132 
 
Among the books they brought from Russia was a volume of plays, including two one-act 
comedies which they produced:  The Bashful Bridegroom and The Devil and the Belle , by 
Chekhov. The group rented the Ashley Town Hall, and it was a full house.  Noah wrote a 
synopsis of the plays and enlisted a local bank official to translate it into German and 
English for the playbill.133 
 
 
 
A February 7, 1908 article in the Ashley Tribune provides: 

                         
131 Schlasinger Family History  
 
132 Id. 
 
133 Id.  
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 The Jews who gave the Russian entertainment in Ashley a few weeks ago are 
 advertising the same plays to be given in Lehr, Friday evening February 14th.  We 
 have been told the entertainment will probably be given in Kulm and Eureka in the 
 near future.  
 
Another article in the Ashley Tribune from June 31, 1907 refers to another creative outlet 
for some of the homesteaders: “Jewish band playing a number of selections on main street 
on Saturday.” 
 
Jewish homesteaders in McIntosh County experienced little or no anti-Semitism.134 Ashley 
homesteader Joe Miller noted that there was never any vandalism in the shule (synagogue).  
They had two Sefer Torahs (Five Books of Moses on scrolls) kept there, and no one ever 
interfered for all the years they were there.135 
 
An article in the Ashley Tribune on April 4, 1913 expressed the common view of the 
citizens of the town toward their Jewish neighbors: 
 
 Since history began, the Jew has been the middleman and the lender of money -  
 reason for this is found in the law of other countries forbidding him ownership of 
 real estate.  In the US today, this is changing and the Jew is going to the land in ever 
 increasing numbers.  Statistics on file with the North Dakota Development League at 
 Grand Forks show that there are now 7500 Jewish families on farms in the US, with 
 37,000 Jews engaged in agricultural. …  On the land the Jew is proving competent 
 and making for himself a place of importance in the agricultural life of the country. 
 
There was a mutual respect between Jewish and non-Jewish neighbors. At the Auerbach 
Store, Israel Auerbach used to sell many items at cost, such as sugar and flour. He would 
also extend credit to farmers who were down on their luck.  Israel’s customers paid him 
back when he was forced into bankruptcy by the moneylender in town, who had taken over 
his business as a “trustee.” Israel Auerbach’s non-Jewish customers cosigned notes for him 
at the bank, so he was able to start in business again.136 The sisters of David Ourach, who is 
buried in the Ashley Cemetery, remembered years later the kindness shown to their family 
when they sold their farm.  They realized how highly their parents were thought of when 
they were given a lovely party with food and drinks.137 
 
 
                         
134 Jewish Homesteader Family Histories, Geller Jewish North Dakota Project, Alfred Thal taped interviews with 
Jewish homesteaders, North Dakota Historical Society 
 
135 Alfred Thal interview with Joe Miller 
 
136 Greenberg, Auerbach Family History 
 
137 Marcowitz and Lewis, Ourach Family History 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018      
 
Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery  McIntosh County, ND 
Name of Property                   County and State 

Section 8 page 72 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ashley Tribune October 8, 1914 Ad for “The Israel Store” (owned by Israel Auerbach) “Reduced Prices – 
The Israel Store has the prices of clothes, overcoats, shoes, fabric and underwear, etc. reduced!  It pays to 
visit the Israel Store and check the articles and ask about the prices before you shop elsewhere.”  
(Translated from German by Ashley historian Leona Neu) 
 
As many people in Ashley could not speak English, Israel’s wife Sarah served as a go 
between for the doctor when the women were ready to give birth.  Farmers would come to 
the back door of the Auerbach’s house and knock at all hours. Sarah would go with the 
farmers to get the doctor and would stay to translate until the baby was born.138 
 
                         
138 Auerbach Family History 
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As Father William Sherman noted in his researching of North Dakota’s ethnic groups, 
examining the “social pages” of the local newspaper can provide insight into the ways in 
which a group is assimilating into the community. As is oftentimes the case, it is the rich 
and/or powerful who are accepted first.  For example, Ashley Tribune notes regarding the 
land purchases and business interests of Louis Rubin (or L. Rubin) are very common in the 
paper in 1905, without any mention of his religion.  In 1906, less well known person are 
mentioned on these pages, with references to their being Jewish: 
 
Naetan Gulden, one of the members of the Jewish colony living a few miles northwest of 
Venturia, transacted business in Ashley Saturday -  January 5, 1906 
 
Several of the Jews who came out from Minneapolis late last fall and filed on lands a short 
distance north of Ashley arrived this week … they brought several carloads of goods and 
stock.  The men are now busily engaged in preparing homes for the reception of their 
families who, in most cases, have not yet arrived.  - March 30, 1906 
 
“A Serious Affair” – The old Bafly ranch, now owned by L. Silver was the scene of a 
desperate encounter ... between two of the ranch employees – as a result, one of the men … 
a Russian lies in Lehr with injuries … and another fellow, David Berman, a Jew, is confined 
in the county jail, awaiting trial at the October term of the district court. -  May 25, 1906 
 
More Jews arrived Thursday morning -  a large number of them have settled between 
Ashley and Lehr during the past year or two … -  August 25, 1906 
 
When these lesser-known persons are identified as Jewish, it never is in a pejorative way, 
but rather for identification.  In this time period, not many people in Ashley knew Jewish 
people personally.  The following notation in the Wishek Golden Jubilee book in 1948 is 
very telling regarding how the relationship developed between the Jews and non-Jews of 
McIntosh County: 
 
 About 24 years ago, Wishek  [also in McIntosh County] had about a dozen 
  Jewish families among its residents.  A Jewish synagogue was built … it was 
 dedicated by Rabbi Hess of Ashley and served as a temple of worship for a 
 number of years.  Later with the exodus of our Jewish families to other  
 places of residence, the synagogue was discontinued, the building sold and 
  moved away.  However, while these Jewish people lived among us they contributed 
 their part to the city’s development …139 
 
 
 
 

                         
139  Wishek Golden Jubilee Committee, Wishek Golden Jubilee Book 1898-1948 (1948). 
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Nine years earlier, North Dakota Governor William Langer wrote a proclamation entitled 
“The American Hebrew”, which echoed the same sentiments: 
 
 I can testify that the Jewish citizens of my state have always played a particularly 
 conspicuous part in building up its very prosperity – they preserve and maintain the 
 loftiest conception of human relations and traditions, for which our nation was 
 conceived … the Jews in this state have not shrunk from the tremendous work and 
 the heavy sacrifices required of them – by their tenacity and industry, they have 
 become successful farmers  … These farming communities  … at Gackle, Williston, 
 Devils Lake, Lehr, Ashley and other places … (1939) 
 
Interestingly, one Ashley-Wishek homesteader’s daughter explained her parents’ reaction 
to the opposite problem, i.e., accepting kindnesses from non-Jews: 
 
 I remember vaguely incidents have to do with gentiles and how hard it was 
  for our parents to accept a kindness from them, because it was so unusual to 
  them.  My mother once got her hand caught in a pump and a goy (non-Jew) 
  helped her out, and she never got over it.”140 
 
With the many kindnesses shown to the Russian Jews in North Dakota, the few anti-Semitic 
instances that did take place were truly a footnote.  Homesteader Joe Bender told of 
working to make ends meet on the Soo Line Railroad out of Ashley, shoveling coal in the 
engine room.  A fellow railroad employee asked him “what kind of name is Bender?”  Mr. 
Bender responded, “I’m a Russian Jew.”  The other employee said, “I’ve never seen a Jew 
shovel coal before.”  Joe Bender replied, “Well now you have.”  When the train reached 
Minneapolis, the other employee lunged at Joe, while yelling a slur. Having grown up in 
Odessa, Joe knew how to fight when he had to.  He did a head butt to the midsection, so the 
much larger man was down on the ground, and Joe was not at a disadvantage.  When Joe 
said to him, “have you had enough?”, the other man agreed, saying “I’ve never seen a Jew 
fight like that.”  Joe Bender responded matter-of-factly, “Well now you have.”141 
 
In 1911, with the help of funding from the Jewish Chautauqua Society, Rabbi Julius Hess 
came to live in the Ashley area. Several of the members of the Ashley Jewish community 
had advertised for a Rabbi to come to the area, and paid a small part of his salary.142 Rabbi 
Hess was also a cantor, or person trained to sing the liturgical notes that accompanied the 

                         
140 Rapaport Family History 
 
141 Bender, From the Prairies to the Beaches According to North Dakota Jewish researcher Alfred Thal and Dr. 
Leo Cohen, a resident of Ashley for over seventy years and a stepson of a homesteader, with the exception of 
an off-hand remark, they never experienced prejudice because they were Jewish 
 
142 Even with a Rabbi serving the community, most settlers felt, “It was up to the parents to teach.”  Joseph 
Bender Interview with Alfred Thal 
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sacred texts and prayers. The Chautauqua Society felt that no child of a Jewish farmer, no 
matter how remotely located, should be without at least some religious instruction.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rabbi Julius Hess (nee Hesselson) served the Ashley, Wishek, Wilton, Regan, Minot and Williston Jewish 
communities from 1911 through 1922, first living in Ashley with his family, and then in Wishek.  
  
 
Rabbi Hess, born in Lithuania, part of the Pale of Settlement in the Russian Empire, married 
Francesca Feist while living in Germany. As a Jew born in “Russia”, he was told he could 
never become a German citizen, and that he had to apply for a permit each year to continue 
living in the country, despite his being educated at the University in Marburg, Germany.  In 
1901, after their first child was born, when Rabbi Hess attempted to apply for his permit, 
he was told his permit was denied and that he had to leave Germany in twenty-four hours.  
He immigrated to the United States, and his wife and eldest child followed soon after. After 
living in Chicago for several years, the Rabbi and his wife moved to McIntosh County, 
where they lived from 1911 – 1922, with their 8 children,  (including one named “Abraham 
Lincoln Hess.”)  
 
While living in McIntosh County, Rabbi Hess also traveled to Wilton, Regan, Minot and 
Williston to assist with education of Jewish children and officiating at weddings, funerals 
and brises.143 Once Rabbi Hess took up residence in Ashley, it made sense for the 
Congregation to have one place where its members would meet, rather than going to 
different homesteaders’ homes.  The Ashley Jewish Synagogue building was purchased in 
1917 from the Ashley Baptist Church.  The building had been built by and owned by the 
Baptist congregation for fifteen years, prior to the Ashley Jewish Congregation of Beth 
                         
143 ashleyjewiscemetery.org contains information regarding Rabbi Hess. 
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Itzchock (House of Isaac) purchasing the structure.  The synagogue building was locating 
outside the city limits of Ashley between 1917 and 1924.144  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Picture of “Jewish Church” from Ashley’s Golden Jubilee Book,  It was a former Baptist Church. 
 
The Hess family then relocated for Rabbi Hess to take over the position of Rabbi at the Sons 
of Israel Jewish Congregation in Sioux Falls.145 Rabbi Ostrowsky arrived around 1919, and 
served the Ashley community for several years, as well. During the period from 1919 
through 1922, McIntosh County boasted the presence of two rabbis. 
 
 
 
 
 
                         
144 A certificate of the North Dakota Secretary of State shows the Ashley Jewish Congregation of Beth Itzchook 
filed Articles of Incorporation with the State in 1923, listing the officers at L. Rubin, L. Straus and I.A. Mackoff.  
The Congregation had been in existence for fifteen years prior to that time. The Jewish Year Book of 1908 
contains a reference to the new congregation in Ashley, submitted by Kiva Bender.   
 
145  Around 1915, Rabbi Hess was seen in Bismarck, and asked what he was doing there.  He said that he was 
there to see a performance by his brother’s son at the Chautauqua.  Rabbi Hess’ nephew was Al Jolson, who 
starred in the first talking movie, ”The Jazz Singer” in 1927.   
 
 

.JEW!. JI ' IWIWll 
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Ashley Baptist Church, then Ashley Synagogue and now a private home in Ashley. The structure remains 
on the site where it was moved in 1924. 
 
In 1924, the Jewish Congregation bought the lots for the synagogue’s Ashley site from John 
Wishek for 125 dollars.  The synagogue remained on this site until 1935, at which time 
private persons not associated with the Congregation purchased it.  The Congregation had 
an agreement that the property would revert back to Mr. Wishek when it was no longer 
used as a synagogue.146  In 1946, the John Gerhring family purchased the building as a 
home, removed the steeple, and remodeled the shell for a residence.  Later purchasers 
continued the remodeling and updating.   
 
The former synagogue building is still privately owned, and sits in a quiet neighborhood 
about two blocks from downtown Ashley, at 411 Center Ave. North.  It is indistinguishable 
from other homes on the block, save for its original tin sculptured church ceiling, only 
visible from inside the home.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

                         
146  Joe Miller Interview with Alred Thal 
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In 1916, one year prior to the Ashley Jewish community purchasing the Baptist church building for their 
synagogue, the neighboring Wishek Jewish community, also in McIntosh County, built its synagogue 
(seen above).  The Ashley Tribune referred to it as “the third synagogue in North Dakota, the other two 
are located at Fargo and Grand Forks.  The program for the dedication service lists one rabbi (Julius 
Hess) and three Protestant ministers.” (Wishek News, August 18, 1916)  From all records available, it 
appears that having these two synagogues in one North Dakota county was simply to make praying 
more convenient, rather than evidence of any riff between the Jewish homesteaders. 
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Photograph of Torah scrolls at synagogue in Aberdeen, South Dakota, held by Herschel Premack, lay 
leader of Aberdeen Jewish congregation and nephew of young Isador Smilowitz, buried at the Ashley 
cemetery.   
 
In addition to participating in America’s holidays, customs and hobbies (including 
horseshoes and baseball), there is reference in a historic text from 1912 of there being a 
club in Ashley of twenty enthusiastic young Jewish men and women, called “The Young 
Judean Club.”147 Also, in 1908, the Jewish Agricultural Society started publishing “The 
Jewish Farmer” a Yiddish agricultural monthly newspaper to help educate farmers 
regarding techniques of farming and to solve the problems of farm life.  The magazine had 
specific sections for Jewish farmwomen and children, as well.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                         
147 National Conference of Jewish Charities, Bulletin (Baltimore: 1912) 
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The Jewish Farmer Magazine was published by the Jewish Agricultural Society beginning in May 1908. 
An article about the Ashley Jewish homesteaders for the periodical was written by visiting JAS officers 
around 1909.  They interviewed and took pictures of Joe and Lena Bender for the article.148 
 
 
The life of a farmer was not the life that most Jewish immigrants chose.  “My Dad used to 
write in the Jewish paper and ask for volunteers to come to our colony and a few of them 
came down. They came from New York, but they didn’t stay very long.”149 
 
By 1926, only one Jewish farmer could be located by the Jewish Agricultural Society, near 
Lehr, in McIntosh County.  Though many former Jewish homesteaders still resided in and 
near Ashley and in neighboring towns, the last burial in the Ashley Jewish cemetery took 
place in 1932.150 
 
 
 

                         
148  Bender/Miller Family History 
 
149 Joseph Bender interview with Alfred Thal 
 
150 Sherman, Prairie Mosaic 
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Remaining portions of two-story poured concrete, field stone and sandstone farmhouse built into a hill 
by Jewish homesteader Jake Greenberg around 1906 . Jake “Yankel” Greenberg is listed in the records of 
the Jewish Agricultural Society.  Mr. Greenberg moved to California in the 1920s.  Father William C. 
Sherman Photograph Collection (1974), North Dakota State University Libraries, Germans from Russia 
Heritage Collection 
 
IV. LEADERS OF THE COMMUNITY AND THEIR FAMILIES BURIED IN CEMETERY   
 
Researcher Alfred Thal, summing up what he learned from his interviews with North 
Dakota Jewish homesteaders, wrote: 
 
 The Jewish settlers as a whole became good citizens. They took their part in 
 politics, held political office, were on the school boards, aldermen in the 
 various cities, mayors in the various towns, villages and cities and were 
 members of the legislature.  So they lived not as a Jew of North Dakota but as  a 
 public-spirited citizen of the State of North Dakota.151 
 
It is no surprise then, that when a member of the Jewish community died, it was a loss to 
the whole community.  On June 27, 1913, a front-page headline in the Ashley Tribune read, 
“Kiva Bender Dead.”  Mr. Bender was referred to as a “well known Jew.”   
 
 

                         
151 Alfred Thal papers, State Historical Society of North Dakota, Summary Report (August 20, 1974) 
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  Photograph of Kiva Bender (1846 - 1913) and Rebecca Bender (1853 - 1932), husband and wife 
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The Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery contains the graves of a number of prominent 
people in the community.  Those whose accomplishments are mentioned in interviews, 
family histories and newspaper articles include:  
 
Israel Auerbach -  Owner of Auerbach’s  General Store (or “The Israel Store”)  in Ashley 
after he homesteaded land, advanced funds for wife’s family from Odessa to come to North 
Dakota; 
 
Sarah Auerbach -  English translator for doctors in the area ;  
 
Kiva Bender - Formed the first Ashley Jewish religious congregation and the Sulzberger 
Colony Farmers Association, served as rabbi to the community prior to Rabbi Hess’ arrival 
and when Rabbi Hess was out of town;  
 
Isadore Jampolsky -  Owner of  general store in Linton, traveled to Brooklyn to be trained in 
the Jewish way to butcher animals; 
 
David Ourach -  son of Hebrew teacher in the area, who also blew the shofar  (ram’s horn) 
for major Jewish holidays; 
 
Freda Dorfman -  wife of owner of Dorfman’s Meat Market in Ashley; 
 
Mrs. Parkansky -  grandmother of first three male triplets in North Dakota; 
 
Maxine Sally Becker -  granddaughter of Rabbi Hess; and 
 
Joseph Raich -  storeowner with his brothers.  
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The Ashley Jewish Cemetery is listed among sites for Jewish tourists to visit in this 1954 book of the 
Jewish Publication Society in New York. It is referred to as “an abandoned cemetery.” 
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V.  THE ASHLEY JEWISH HOMESTEADERS CEMETERY 
  
 Jewish farmers came to the prairies in surprisingly large numbers, but today,  
 Jews are almost totally absent from the countryside.  Three small cemeteries 
  with tombstones in Hebraic characters remain in North Dakota to mark their 
  rural presence … Unfortunately, the whole matter of Jewish agricultural life 
  in North Dakota has been almost completely overlooked by scholars….152 
 
The uniqueness of the Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery has caught the eye of 
journalists and travelers over the years.153 The passersby who happened to stop 
noticed something different about this cemetery --  gravestones in a different 
language and Stars of David on the stones. Though the journalists performed worthy 
research, there has never been a full explanation of who these homesteaders were, what 
the writing on the stones in the cemetery means, why the homesteaders came to farm here 
from Russia and Eastern Europe, what their lives were like, how they kept their faith and 
traditions alive, why they eventually left their land, and what contributions they made to 
their dear, adopted Country. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                         
152 Father William Sherman, North Dakota State University, Fargo, ND, Jewish Homestead Communities in 
North Dakota, 1990-1920, presented at the 17th Annual Northern Great Plains History Conference (Bemidji, 
Minnesota, 1982) Father Sherman also notes “The distance from major Jewish scholarship centers has 
certainly made the study of Jewish farmers a rather remote research problem.” 
 
153 Nixon, Promised Land (Capital Journal July 2014),  Ted Quanrud, Keeping Faith with the Past (Bismarck 
Tribune, December 1987),   Ron Vossler, The Lost Jews of McIntosh County, REC Magazine ( July 1986). The 
Ashley Cemetery site is ranked number one of five things to do in Ashley, ND on Trip Advisor, with comments 
including, “great historic site”, (2014),  “the only one in the area – the monuments are a work of art” (2013), 
“great cultural site –  The cemetery is situated in the heart of German-Russian County, which raises all sorts of 
historical questions about cultural relationships. … This site raises more questions than it answers, which is 
what makes it fascinating.”(2012), “interesting landmark on a lonely landscape (2011). 
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All his life he'd heard or read from 
the books of Moses that the 
chi ldren of Israel had a pillar of 
cloud by day and a pillar of f ire by 
night to lead them out of Egypt 
into the Promised Land, but t hat 
was the Torah and this was 
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when he brought his family out of 
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grandson of Samuel Smilowitz. ·1 don·t know if it was 160 acres or 640 
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my grandfather packed up his family in New York City and took them to 
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Agricu ltural A id Society of New York helped arrange for Jewish 
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The first and second-generation descendants of the homesteaders stayed in contact with 
each other throughout the United States, and over the years, have raised funds to ensure 
the continuing maintenance of the property. They would visit the cemetery to pay their 
respects, and bring their children and grandchildren with them.  Eventually, an Ashley 
Jewish Cemetery Association was formally established in 1979, with the goal of preserving 
the only remaining memorial to this group of homesteaders.   When Joseph Bender was 
interviewed by Alfred Thal in the 1970s, he expressed concern about the future of the 
cemetery, as he was aging. When Kenneth Bender was interviewed for a newspaper article 
after his Father’s death, he expressed that he and his generation of homesteader 
descendants felt the responsibility to continue the historic preservation of the cemetery.154 
 
Now a new two generations of those buried at the Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery 
have accepted this responsibility. Unlike many other Jewish cemeteries from the early days 
of North Dakota, which have been covered in whole or part by grass and earth (Wilton 
cemetery, Mandan cemetery, Fallon cemetery, Dickinson cemetery, Edmore cemetery, Wing 
cemetery…), this cemetery has survived.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Courtesy of ashleyjewishcemetery.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                         
154 Quanrud, Keeping Faith With the Past (1987) 
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VI.   THE  ASHLEY JEWISH HOMESTEADERS’ LEGACY 
 
The Religious Denominations Collection at the State Historical Society recognizes that “the 
personal religious beliefs of people have played an important role in this region’s 
history.”155 The Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery honors the memories of twenty-
two members of the Ashley, North Dakota Jewish homesteading community, as well as 
honoring the entire community of North Dakota Jewish homesteaders who were a part of 
this region’s history.  The stories of these homesteaders serve as an inspiration to their 
descendants and to others who learn of their struggles and triumphs.  Their desire to hold 
onto their religious identity despite their isolation was just natural to them.  It was part of 
who they were.  They were a registered Jewish congregation, before they had a building or 
a formally trained Rabbi.  They were competent farmers and raisers of cattle and chickens, 
without any experience.  They were Americans – free to practice their religion and free to 
choose their livelihood. 
 
Despite the Ashley Jewish homestead farmers either being successful enough to purchase 
their land prior to the five-year proving up period or to prove up their land at the 
conclusion of the five-year period, and the wonderful sense of being free to own land, by 
the late 1920s few Jewish homesteaders were left in McIntosh County. There were many 
reasons for this, as found in the homesteaders’ interviews and family histories.  For some 
families, the move away was the result of tragedy; e.g., mothers dying in childbirth or from 
the Spanish flu and fathers not being able to care for the farm and the children alone. Other 
parents believed that the climate in the area was too risky to continue providing for their 
families.  Another common theme found in family histories was that Jewish farmers left 
because they wanted their children to have easier access to a Jewish education (or a future 
Jewish spouse). Several Jewish homesteaders told of losing their farms to an unscrupulous 
moneylender living among them, while others spoke of being offered other opportunities in 
bigger cities or towns.  Then there were the catastrophic events like prairie fire, tornados 
and blizzards, and the lack of store credit as the farmers’ chattels were already mortgaged, 
all of which served to push the farmers away.  Still for others, the poor living 
accommodations (caused by the high cost of lumber, water wells, stock, implements and 
necessities of life), loneliness – owing to the distance between homesteads and settlements, 
the Great Depression, or even a fear for their wives’ safety on the isolated prairie were 
reasons to leave. With the money they had saved and the money received from selling their 
land, most of these homesteaders had enough money to settle in villages and towns and 
maintain their independence as business owners. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                         
155 Religious Denominations Collections at the State Historical Society of North Dakota in Bismarck  
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The Raich family started as homesteaders, but then went into business with general merchandise stores. 
Joseph Raich and his infant daughter Frieda are buried in the Ashley Cemetery.  Fifteen towns within 
forty miles of the Ashley-Wishek settlement had Jewish owned stores at one time or another during the 
first two decades of the twentieth century.  During these same years in Ashley and Wishek, Jewish 
merchants operated several clothing and general merchandise stores, ran a bank, a meat market, a 
sewing machine franchise and a hide, fur and metal company.  They were also dealing in cattle and farm 
machinery.156 
 
Even after they left the prairie, these pioneers continued to appreciate the freedoms and 
opportunities afforded them in America, and passed this feeling onto their children.  It was 
possible to be a good American and still maintain one’s religious identity, even on the harsh 
prairie.  This stony ground was able to bear fruit.157 
 
 
 

                         
156  Sherman, Prairie Mosaic 
 
157 Descendants of those buried here include World War II decorated heroes -- Larry Schlesinger (KIA, US 
Army Infantry Intelligence Normandy), Kenneth Bender (US Army Infantry Rifle Company Commander, D- 
Day invasion, 2nd Division), Kenneth Schlesinger (US Air Force , bombardier European theater and Africa), 
Lionel Greenberg (US Army Air Corps, Germany, POW) , a Pulitzer Prize winner, an American Bible Contest 
Champion,  a New York Times Bestselling Author, a medaling World Synchronized Skater, a Rabbi, a dentist, a 
playwright, composers, civil rights activists,  businessmen and businesswomen, an airshow pilot, a 
broadcaster, a maker of stained glass windows, general store owners, a mayor, alderman and school board 
member, and acclaimed lawyers, doctors, judges, authors, journalists, accountants, psychologists, teachers, 
homebuilders, social workers, advertising executives, actors, and musicians. 
 
 
 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018      
 
Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery  McIntosh County, ND 
Name of Property                   County and State 

Section 8 page 90 
 

The names of those buried in the Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery with marked 
graves are: 
 

1. Israel Auerbach 
2. Sarah Auerbach 
3. Maxine Sally Becker 
4. Kiva Bender 
5. Lipman Bloom 
6. Freda Dorfman 
7. Rebecca Filler 
8. Isadore Goldstone 
9. Chaim Yosef (Joseph) Grossman 
10. Yehudah Leib Grossman  
11. Yitzchak (Isadore) Grossman 
12. Yehiel Hayyim Jampolsky 
13. David Ourach 
14. Mrs. Parkansky 
15. Frieda Raich 
16. Joseph Raich 
17. Benjamin Reuben 
18. Mirel Chaplik Reuben 
19. Fayga Silverleib 
20. Nochem Silverleib 
21. Isador Smilowitz 
22. Jacob Weil 
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VII.  CONCLUSION 
 
The Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery is National Register eligible under Criterion A 
due to three primary patterns of historical events.  First, the Cemetery is associated with 
Russian Jewish immigrants with no farming experience, settling near a rural community on 
the North Dakota prairie for the purpose of becoming farmers on homesteaded land.  
Second, it is evidence of the ways in which the Jewish homesteaders maintained their 
Jewish identify in this remote location, far from major cities, which resulted in more 
challenges and obstacles to their practicing their religion.  Third, the cemetery stands as a 
symbol of the acceptance the Jewish homesteaders felt to remain true to who they were 
among their Russian-German neighbors, despite their religious and cultural differences.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
                                    
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
                Ashley Winter Sky (Lincoln Bernhard 2015) 
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Primary location of additional data:  
__x__State Historic Preservation Office 
____  Other State agency 
___   Federal agency (Land Patent, Immigration and Census Records) 
____ Local government (McIntosh County, North Dakota Courthouse) 
____ University (See below) 
__x_ Other (See below) 
         Name of repository:  
  Records of Kiva, Joseph and Kenneth (Keva) Bender,    
    home of Rebecca Bender (Eureka, SD) 
Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): ________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
10.  Geographical Data 
 
 Acreage of Property ____1.7 acres (275 x 275)___________ 
 
UTM References  
Datum (indicated on USGS map):  
 
           NAD 1927     or        NAD 1983 
 
 
1. Zone: 14 Easting: 470689  Northing:  5102837  
 
 
Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 
 
The legal description for the cemetery property is: commencing at a point thirty three feet 
west of the southeast corner of the Northeast Quarter of Section Thirteen in Township One 
Hundred Thirty, Range Seventy; thence running north a distance of two hundred seventy-
five feet, parallel with the east line of said quarter section; thence running west a distance 
of two hundred seventy-five feet, parallel with the north line of said quarter section; thence 
running south a distance of two hundred seventy-five feet, parallel with the east line of said 
quarter section; thence running east a distance of two hundred seventy-five feet to the 
point of beginning. 
 
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 
 
The boundaries selected represent the full deeded land owned by the Ashley Jewish 
Cemetery Association, which has the same boundaries since the time of the first burial in 
1913, and as reflected on the plat map for the cemetery from 1933. 

 x □ □ 
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11. Form Prepared By 
 
name/title:  Rebecca Bender (Ashley Jewish Homesteader Cemetery Researcher)  and 
Lincoln Bernhard  (Computer/CD Technical Advisor) 
organization:  Ashley Jewish Cemetery Association (Corporation) 
street & number: 1207 J Avenue 
city or town:  Eureka  state:  SD  zip code: 57437 
e-mail: foundit36@valleytel.net 
telephone: 612-801-8617   date: June 17, 2015 

 
Additional Documentation  

 
1.   Site map showing graves at Ashley Jewish Cemetery, by Stuart Kaufman, President of 
Cemetery Association and Rabbi Jon-Jay Tilsen, Website Manager 
ashleyjewishcemetery.org 
 
2.   May 6, 1906 McIntosh County Marriage License and Certificate of Marriage for Noah 
Schlasinger and Sara Bendersky (married in Ashley, ND) 
 
3.   List of settlers near Ashley in 1907 (from ledgers of the Jewish Agricultural Society)  
 
4.   List of additional names of people who lived in the same area in 1907 (from ledgers of 
Jewish Agricultural Society) 
 
5.   Jewish Agricultural Society Ledger showing loans to Ashley area homesteaders after 
1907 
 
6.   April 16, 1909 Record of Land Patent for Kiva Bender 
 
7.   September 8, 1910 Record of Land Patent for Lena Bender Miller 
 
8.   October 17, 1910 Record of Land Patent for Joseph Bender 
 
9.  Portion of 1911 Land Map, Township 131, range 69 West, McIntosh County 1911 
(County Recorder was not able to locate original) shows homesteaders J Bender, K. Bender, 
Lena Miller and M. Kapp, among others 
 
10.  April 2, 1912 Certificate of Naturalization for Kiva Bender 
 
11.  June 25, 1913 Death Certificate of Kiva Bender, Ashley, ND, shows place of burial, 
“Jewish Cemetery, Ashley N.D.” and occupation “Retired Farmer.” 
 

mailto:foundit36@valleytel.net
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12.  Picture of brother-in-laws Joseph Bender and Noah Schlasinger in Ashley, ND circa 
1915 
 
13.  Picture of sister-in-laws Sarah Schlasinger and Mary Bender, taken by W.C. Miller in 
Ashley, North Dakota circa 1915 
 
14.  Picture of Joseph Bender showing his children Keva (Kenneth) and Frances the land he 
used to farm in Ashley, ND, circa 1919 
 
15.  August 2, 1971 Articles of Incorporation for Ashley Jewish Cemetery Corporation, 
purpose “to own, manager, maintain and operate a cemetery in the Village of Ashley, 
county of McIntosh, State of North Dakota and for other purposes related thereto”, with 
original Board of Directors, Saralee Sloven (Bismarck, ND), Lionel Greenberg (St. Paul, MN), 
Erwin Grossman (Minneapolis, MN), Keva Bender (Kenneth M.), St. Louis Park, MN and 
Robert Tilsen (St. Paul, MN) with Lionel Greenberg and Kenneth Tilsen incorporators. 
 
16.  August 5, 1971 Certificate of Incorporation of Ashley Jewish Cemetery Corporation, a 
North Dakota nonprofit corporation. 
 
17.  February 6, 2014 Nonprofit Corporation Annual Report for Ashley Jewish Cemetery 
Corporation, Stuart Kaufman president (Seattle, WA), Erwin Grossman vic president (St. 
Louis Park, MN), Bob Kaufman secretary/treasurer (Minneapolis, MN), Burt Sterman 
director (Encino, CA) and Ro Goldman director (Scottsdale, AZ).  Steve Paper’s address in 
Fargo, ND is the principal executive office and Rita Paper filed the report. 
 
18.  Picture of Kenneth (Keva) showing his daughters Nancy and Rebecca the monument of 
his grandfather and their great-grandfather Kiva Bender, Ashley Jewish Cemetery, circa 
1964 (Photo by Frima Bender) 
 
19.  Picture of Joseph Bender at grave of his father, Kiva Bender, Ashley Jewish Cemetery, 
circa 1975 
 
20.  Picture of Kenneth Bender at grave of his grandfather, Kiva Bender, Ashley Jewish 
Cemetery, circa 1978 
 
21.  Picture of Frances Bender Bernbaum, Melvin Bernbaum, Barry Kelner, Frima Bender, 
Rebecca Bender, Kenneth Bender and Joel Bernbaum, lower right, in front of their 
grandfather, great-grandfather and great-great-grandfather’s monument, Ashley Jewish 
Cemetery 1988  (Photo by Nancy Bender-Kelner) 
 
22.  Picture of Frima Bender, Nancy Bender-Kelner, Kenneth Bender and Rebecca Bender at 
Kiva Bender’s monument, Ashley, ND, circa 1990 (Photo by Barry Kelner) 
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23.  Picture of Kenneth Bender, showing grandchildren Lincoln Bernhard and Sage Kelner 
their great-great grandfather’s grave and monument, 2005.  Rebecca Bender is holding son, 
Lincoln Bernhard.  (Photo by Nancy Bender-Kelner) 
 
24.  Jewish School and Family Bible ( Chief Rabbi Dr. A. Benisch, James Darling Publishers, 
London 1851), from books and papers of Joseph Bender, with stamp of “Rev. Hess”, Rabbi 
at Ashley/Wishek Jewish agricultural settlements from 1911 – 1922 
 
25.  Odessa Mama, Russian Jewish Orchestra (Columbia Graphaphone Company 1909), 
from books and papers of Joseph Bender.  The Yiddish song is an ode to Odessa's sidewalks, 
electric lights, hotels, and other modern amenities. Columbia Records imported the 
recordings from Europe prior to World War I.  When people would ask Joe Bender, “do you 
miss your motherland Russia?” He would respond, “How could someone love a country that 
would treat its citizens so badly?  America is my home.” Bender, From the Prairies to the 
Beaches (2005) 
 
 
 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 
 

• Maps:   A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the 
property's location. 
    

•  Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 
resources.  Key all photographs to this map. 

 
• Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.) 
  
Property Owner 
name/title:  Ashley Jewish Cemetery Association 
organization: Ashley Jewish Cemetery Association c/o Stuart Kaufman, President 
street & number:  6343 52nd Avenue South, #104 
city or town:  Seattle      state: Washington       zip code: 98118 
e-mail: coach@stuartkaufman.com 
telephone: 206-725-1584 
 
Photographs 
Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 1600x1200 
pixels (minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all 
photographs to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number 
must correspond to the photograph number on the photo log.  For simplicity, the name 
of the photographer, photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and 
doesn’t need to be labeled on every photograph. 
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Photo Log  
 

Name of Property:       Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery  
City or Vicinity:       3 miles north of Ashley, ND    
County:        McIntosh County 
State:             North Dakota 
Name of photographer:      Rebecca E. Bender 
Date of Photographs:           July 2014 
Location of Original Digital Files:     1207 J Avenue, Eureka, SD 57437  
            Bender/Bernhard home 
 
Photo #1 (ND_McIntosh County_Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery_0001) 
      View of cemetery through prairie grass near 48th Avenue Southeast,   
  camera facing southwest 
 
Photo #2 (ND_McIntosh County_Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery_0002) 
     View of cemetery from 48th Avenue Southeast, outside fence, 
  camera facing southwest 
 
Photo #3 (ND_McIntosh County_Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery_0003) 
     View of cemetery from opposite side of 48th Avenue Southeast, 
  camera facing mostly west 
 
Photo #4 (ND_McIntosh County_Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery_0004) 
      View of cemetery from outside fence,  
  camera facing northwest 
 
Photo #5 (ND_McIntosh County_Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery_0005) 
     View of cemetery from outside fence,  
  camera facing north 
 
Photo #6 (ND_McIntosh County_Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery_0006) 
     View of cemetery , 
  camera facing northeast 
 
Photo #7 (ND_McIntosh County_Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery_0007) 
 View of cemetery,  
  camera facing northeast 
 
Photo #8 (ND_McIntosh County_Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery_0008) 
 View of one obelisk, marble monument at gravesite (Kiva Bender), 
  camera facing east 
  MONUMENT NO. 8 ON SITE MAP 
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Photo #9 (ND_McIntosh County_Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery_0009) 
  View of Kiva Bender cameo picture on marble monument, 
  camera facing east 
  MONUMENT NO. 8 ON SITE MAP 
 
Photo #10 (ND_McIntosh County_Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery_0010) 
 View of upside down cut vine on Kiva Bender monument,  
  camera facing east 
  MONUMENT NO. 8 ON SITE MAP 
 
Photo #11 (ND_McIntosh County_Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery_0011) 
 View of lamb on top of Sally Maxine Becker monument, 
  camera facing east 
  MONUMENT NO. 21 ON SITE MAP 
 
Photo #12 (ND_McIntosh County_Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery_0012) 
 View of  David Ourach Monument, with Jewish star, 
  camera facing east 
  MONUMENT NO. 14 ON SITE MAP 
 
Photo #13 (ND_McIntosh County_Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery_00013) 
 View of top of Yitzchak Grossman monument at gravesite, with open book, 
  camera facing east 
  MONUMENT NO. 7 ON SITE MAP 
 
Photo #14 (ND_McIntosh County_Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery_00014) 
 View of Yehudah Lev Grossman monument at gravesite, with open book, 
  camera facing east 
  MONUMENT NO. 5 ON SITE MAP 
 
Photo #15 (ND_McIntosh County_Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery_00015) 
 View of Mrs. Ruebin monument at gravesite,  
  camera facing east 
  MONUMENT NO. 12 ON SITE MAP 
 
Photo #16 (ND_McIntosh County_Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery_00016) 
 Closer up view of 5 branch candelabra on Mrs. Ruebin’s grave monument,   
  camera facing east 
  MONUMENT NO. 12 ON SITE MAP 
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Photo #17 (ND_McIntosh County_Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery_0017) 
 View of Benjeman B. Reuben’s grave marker, (son of Mrs. Reubin), note 
 discrepancy in spelling last name, as English was not the first language of these 
 homesteaders,  
  camera facing east 
  MONUMENT NO. 15 ON SITE MAP 
 
Photo #18 (ND_McIntosh County_Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery_0018) 
 Close up View of Tof, Nun, Tsadik, Vet, Heh – letters seen on many of these 
 gravestones, meaning, “May his/her soul be bound up in the bonds of life,” 
  camera facing east 
 
Photo #19 (ND_McIntosh County_Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery_0019) 
 View of Freda Dorfman monument, with pillars topped with crowns, 
  camera facing east 
  MONUMENT NO. 11 ON SITE MAP 
 
Photo #20 (ND_McIntosh County_Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery_0020) 
 Close up view of pillar with crown, from Freda Dorfman monument, 
  camera facing east 
  MONUMENT NO. 11 ON SITE MAP 
 
Photo #21 (ND_McIntosh County_Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery_0021) 
 Close up view of bottom of Freda Dorfman monument,  
  camera facing east 
  MONUMENT NO. 11 ON SITE MAP 
 
Photo #22 (ND_McIntosh County_Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery_0022) 
 View of Mr. Bloom’s monument, 
  camera facing east 
  MONUMENT NO. 4 ON SITE MAP 
 
Photo #23 (ND_McIntosh County_Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery_0023) 
 Close Up View of Mr. Bloom’s monument, tree cut in half, 
  camera facing east 
  MONUMENT NO. 4 ON SITE MAP 
 
 Photo #24 (ND_McIntosh County_Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery_0024) 
 View of Rebecca Filler’s monument, 
  camera facing east 
  MONUMENT NO. 9 ON SITE MAP 
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Photo #25 (ND_McIntosh County_Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery_0025) 
 View of Isador Smilowitz monument,  “Here lies” in Star of David, 
  camera facing east 
  MONUMENT NO. 1 ON SITE MAP 
 
Photo #26 (ND_McIntosh County_Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery_0026) 
 View of letters “peh nun” (“here lies”) in Star of David from cemetery  monument, 
  camera facing east 
 
Photo #27 (ND_McIntosh County_Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery_0027) 
 View of letters “peh nun” (“here lies”) in Star of David from cemetery  monument, 
  camera facing east 
 
Photo #28 (ND_McIntosh County_Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery_0028) 
 View of Joseph Raich monument,  
  camera facing east 
  MONUMENT NO. 19 ON SITE MAP 
 
Photo #29 (ND_McIntosh County_Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery_0030) 
 View of separate infants’ section of cemetery with two headstones, 
  camera facing southwest 
 
Photo #30 (ND_McIntosh County_Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery_0031) 
 View of separate infants’ section of cemetery with two headstones, 
  camera facing southwest 
 
Photo #31 (ND_McIntosh County_Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery_0032) 
 View of part of Isadore Goldstone headstone from infants’ section, 
  camera facing east 
  MONUMENT NO. 1 ON INFANTS’ SECTION INSERT ON SITE MAP 
 
Photo #32 (ND_McIntosh County_Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery_0033) 
 View of  monument of Frieda Raich from infants’ section,  
  camera facing east 
  MONUMENT NO. 2 ON INFANTS’ SECTION INSERT ON SITE MAP 
 
Photo #33 (ND_McIntosh County_Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery_0034) 
 Close up view of acorn, adorning monument of baby Frieda Raich from 
 infants’ section, 
  camera facing east 
  MONUMENT NO. 2 ON INFANTS’ SECTION INSERT ON SITE MAP 
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Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National 
Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list 
properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in 
accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.). 
 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per 
response including time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and 
reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Office 
of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC. 
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Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

1.   Site map showing graves at Ashley Jewish Cemetery, by Stuart Kaufman, President of Cemetery 
Association and Rabbi Jon-Jay Tilsen, Website Manager ashleyjewishcemetery.org 
 

 

9. Rab occa Filler 
Yitzchak (Isadore) Grossman 10, Fayga Silverla ib 

4 Mr Bloom 11. Freda Dorfman 
5 Yeh udah Leib Grossman 12. Mrs. Ruebin 
6, Nochem Silverleib 13. Jacob Weil 
7 Chaim Yosef (Josep h) Grossman 14. Ourach 

(East) 

15. Benjeman B Reuben 
16. Aue rbach - father 
17 Aue rbach - family stone 
18, Auerbach- mother 
19, Joseph G Raich 

20 Mrs. Pa rkansky 
21, Muina Sally Becker 

Tbis srnall 2 storM: c.emete,y is lo<a 14:d south and 'MSt abou r 20 

y.uck in I H?Jf.l~ f~n« . 

L. Isador• Golduone 2. Pritda Roicb 
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Name of Property 
McIntosh County, North Dakota 
County and State 
    N/A   
Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

2.   May 6, 1906 McIntosh County Marriage License and Certificate of Marriage for Noah 
Schlasinger and Sara Bendersky (married in Ashley, ND) 
 

 

MARHIAGE LIQJ,; . SE. .. A .SULl !J"l!' TllUJUNlC Prt t N'T. 

MARRIAGE LICENSE. 

8T.IJ.11E .OJ: NORTH D.f.lI(OT.1.1, ~ 
. ss 
JJtfcINTOSI-l COUNTY. 

'to anv P¢rso11 Jlutborlz¢d bv Caw to P¢rform ti,¢ lnar1•iag¢ £¢remo11v, 6re¢fh1g: 

. 

~ .... ~u. 

You, a re herel!!J aitthori.zccl to join in J1lfwTinge 

_.,~...-,.,:.,-.,,; ..................... .... .. ....... a,geci.cl.£ .. . yea.1·s, 

and................... . . .. . .. <-<~-;: .. ............ ......... ajedd../4. .. years, 

I hereby certiflf tha.t f.he persons nwned in the foregoi,ng License were by mej6i,ned in 

11ta1·1·inge at ..... Q/...J.,/.j ............... ............ ......... , Cmintyof. ... -11.v..~.~..✓./.d:.. .. --:. .. ........... .. 
Stcde of J{orth Daleo ta, on the .... .. .(p .... ............... clay of. .. //Jt~f:· ............................ 190 &,. 

IN PRESENOE OF 

..... i; ... ..tfl.../.c..ff.K-~JAl.,, ....... .................... .... .......... .... ............... ...... . 
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Name of Property 
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County and State 
    N/A   
Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

3.   List of settlers near Ashley in 1907 (from ledgers of the Jewish Agricultural Society)  

 

/"q • ' 

. · f ;I .,, , LIST 0 
I I : (from""Titetecmfrs:~q~~:w:Eait==KZ:rt«~Rfz Society) 

; ,Isla~1 Auerbach 
:r.s{dqre Auerbach 

- Ki~g /Dender 
David Berman 
Don Bischoff 
Louis Bloom 
Louis Boemel 
Itzic and Strul Brown 
l{ebecca Cohen 
Christian and Barbara pockter 
Isadore Dorfman 
Joseph Feller 
Wolf Fenick (or Ferrick) (Venturi~, N.D.) 
Nathan I•'inkle 
Haim Leib Getzman 
·Goldstein and Kulberg 
Ezia Grosman 

~orris Weissman (or Weis;ann) 
Ike Winkor -
Jacob Winogradow (or Vinogradov) 
'C.haim and Beaeie Wodlinger 
Morrie &emsky 

Yankel and Bella Greenberg 
Abraham and Rosa Grossman 
Gus and Louis Grossman 
C.D. Grosz 
Abe and 'Essy (or Fanny ) Jampolaky (Venturia) 
Haman Kaoshansky 
Max Kelber 
Maika, Mayer, Michae.l K~lber 
Bernard and Minnie Kofman 
Ida and Wm. Kreitzman 
Meyer ' Mackoff ( Formerly Maohe.feky) 

-Joseph and Lena Mill-.er 
· Nathan Mininberg · 

Gatzei and Sittle ~urich 
Henry Pochapin · 
Samuel J, Rabinowitz . 
Felix hap'a.'port 
Sam and Pear.l hapaport' 
Lemel Reznek 
Mendel Rossnos 
Louis Rubin -(Far'iner ) · . 
Louis ]:(ubin (merchant .in Ashley! 

~ oah Schlasinger 
Sam Schwartzman .. 
Schmiel Si~~~rleib '(or Silverlie.~) 
Nochyn and ~«His Silverlie,b _ . ~ 
Morris Silver . 
Nathan Silver 
Samuel SmeloWitz 
Baruch Solomoh 
Louis Straus (Lehr, N .• D,) 
Osher and Rebacoa Sil:verl-ieb 
Louis and De·Ftha Volfso 
Ber Wei,ksleir 
Max Walder ('later pecame !al phy.(:H.cian in Ch:l.cago) 
Joseph Weisbuf d · 
Harry and Sad':i:e Weissman (or Weiamann) 
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Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery 
Name of Property 
McIntosh County, North Dakota 
County and State 
    N/A   
Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

4.   List of additional names of people who lived in the same area in 1907 (from ledgers of Jewish 
Agricultural Society) 

 

· List of Additional names of _P.e_ople who l:i.ved in the same area: 

Harry (or Hyman) Mitzman lfapoleon 
rr.e'aelo'Y.litz - Danzig 
Ben Braufman - Brownstad 
Joe Braufmart ~ Lehr 
Gottlieb - Berlin 
Noah Dorfman 
Bremel 
r~osen - Steel 
li'ogelman - ldinneawuken 
Losk - .· Viatford C:i,:ty. 
Butnitsky - New England 
Kremeritsky - Tuttle 
Dr. Leo Cohen .- Ashley 
Frank higler - Wishek 
Harry and Meyer Mackoff - Wishek 
Isadore l\'iackoff 
Jliankoff 
Swerdlo 
Kenia 
Hess 
Chi et - ·Hague 
Gandel 
Dolf - As.hley 
Gi ttelson - f'llott 
I'hil:i.p Hork - Ashley 
Lichtenstein - Mott 
Margolis - Wing 
Brody - Wing 
Kamins - Wing 
Pollock - Wing 
Lande - Lehr 
ILeich - Lehr 
Carl Silver - Lehr 
Haskovitz 
Turnoy - Wing 
Goldstone 
Becker 
Parkansky 
Weil 
Levinson 
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Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery 
Name of Property 
McIntosh County, North Dakota 
County and State 
    N/A   
Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

5.   Jewish Agricultural Society Ledger showing loans to Ashley area homesteaders after 1907 

 

... _· ......... ::. · ..: •·- • . .. ·- . ·- - .. : . ..... ;~--

~ d,~ .· .•1;·t;- / ,~ -~ I 
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Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery 
Name of Property 
McIntosh County, North Dakota 
County and State 
    N/A   
Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

6.   April 16, 1909 Record of Land Patent for Kiva Bender 

 

8-' 
DOCUMENT No._aff,Z 

4-407 

The n itecl States of An1erica 
(/Ji,(J-, ,cd,t.,A P?~t. 

Cl~RTrnr~A'1'E} ' 
Nn, • tto Illl to 'l!(!lbom these Jr.)reoento $1,n!I <tome, <BrecUno: 

1010\~ 1kllOW }l)e, T h.at the U11ih:d Stites of Ani i:-r ii:~ , in cQIIU,idcr;.tiQl1 of the p~mi~, a111l in nmfont1ily with 11,c "cver..11 Actt 

of (".on,:-rn•, in auch • ca.60 mai.Jc :111111 frowid rd, Jfl\V Jt GIVEN AND CRANTl'l'.D, llml h1 lz.pr~1lt. no GIV E AND GR1\ Nl', 

t•n10 Ilic s:iicl JC&-~tt~k - --::inti I ~ 1,"1"/ - l·<'i~, tht: ,-::iid lr11C'I ~bovc: 

,lt"K'rihcd : ,·o 11/IVJ! J\NI) ·ro 110 1.1) ,1~ ,!!';!me, .lng,r,l lt(l r with :rill Hie ,i1,;,li1-11, t•rill'il~li"~, i1mmmil i(:.• :i,i,~flll\fl('ll!'lll('C'!I or 

whAISoevcr nal11rc thereunto btkmJ;i11,r, 11nlo, the $11illJ[~tt ctl,~ aml ttJ ~-~ _f._.,:;J.-

hdn aml u!lil;"OS forcvo;"r, subjttt to nny vntC1.l ::m, \ lll"IC nL«l w:ih!r r lgh1, ror 111i11i11g, l'IE; ricultura l, 111a11 11 lad nri11g: or o thn (IIUflOJ.t!I, 

:iml rlc\11$ lo 1littlK"ll a11111t."Cr¥oirs u!K'd in rotmc..::tio11 wi1l1 .111eh w:1 IC1" right~, ti-' n1,1y b(: n:cog11iull .:rnLI :irlr;11o" Jc-l1.~1 by tl,c 1nc~1 ( U.\­

L0111?1, hws, :11"11ll.'ci~ions o( Courb, ~uhl aOO l'ttibj(!l.'I lfl the rlgli t of llM:: 11 rorri('IOC of III vdn Of' Ioctl: 10 t';11; lra<I a1H1 rC"mtwc: Ms ore 
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Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery 
Name of Property 
McIntosh County, North Dakota 
County and State 
    N/A   
Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

7.   September 8, 1910 Record of Land Patent for Lena Bender Miller 

 

ONO 
IIHAUI 01111'• .,__JO'.l'A--R. 

m4, llttUth &tattli nf .Amtriru, 
IIJo •U to mfiam tliru ,rnmlll lllfall ,...,, 16tttlhlg, 

LINA MILi.ii . ro11UU: ftl.V &.la& ·••0111 , 

aicttt-dtll( t• tt.a ptO'lll..4o" ' ot th Att or C.ftftt.U or Ap,11 24, 1820, t nlflltd " A• Acl mal:lnJ ~r11m plft l a l a ■ t.r I~ 

ah d 1" Public L1111d1, " Md di• acb --,pft1111t1t&I t.herett1 for tM t0U1kel•T (IU1Ul'llft or lHI IOUTM• 

.,., 4:•AftTIA o, IIOTlo• YIINfY•ONI ...... THI e11, ...... , OF' l HI •OATtlWIIT Q;UAllll-

11111 ANO IN I IOUTNIAIT (IUAlltlUt o, THI IOATMtltt 11:UAJITCR or ••01 tOM 111:11,,-

or TMI ''''" ,111111tOIPAL ltEl'ttDIAN t •oRtH OAkOTA, OOIITUNINO OMI HUttDll.10 ,1n, 

■ ot indlriii: to llo Ol!lt:11/ Pl1t i,l I~• S.mt .t lb tald I.Md, ret11mtd ti, 1,11: Gtll(RA L LAND OrFIC[ ti,. lio '-i rnyor~G...,.h 

NOW KNOW Y[, Tbt fh, UNITED STA.TD Or AN[,tlCA. In couldit.11.tlH d th1 ptc111 l1ett 111d Ill cearorml!JI lt'lllr, th tmral Acb of 
Con1reu ff! 1uc• cm Md!: .id provided, HAS Gl\l[H ANO GIIANlfO, 1/MI ltr l~te prnull DOU GIV[ AND Git.ANT, wi ll) II• 111d 
cllJ ... 1 •~· to 1111• Min ol I .. uld ~l1h 1111 lh• Tnd alioff dittcr1't4; TO ff.AV( ANO TO KOLO IN liffl t , log:elhet w:tth all U11 
rWhl1, prlvl ltJU. l111nulfllttu, a.d •ppur1t1111«1, or wlu.hkftr 111ture, tltt•:111111 be~f-C, 1,111.l, II• 11ld cldm111t •n• lci lh t l•l'1 ud 
11.ttPpt Gr 11'1 11ld cb.lm-t lorffN J NbJec-t I.• •"T n1l.d uid .ccrw,N w-a1H 1l1U, for 1111■ 111(, 11rtnlhtra.l 1 rti llt.ll1th1tl._.-, or g(Kf 

p11rpot.n• 111111d Jl{hl1 to di lelll u ..,.4 roMmln 111H 111 conmeetllMI wltil MtCII MIU tl.a:lllh, u ll'IIJ bt. ruognltt. u.d ad:nNk,d,g-~ ..,. th Ital 
cntOmt, r,""' ud d1Ml1lu 1 GI «lltf'ta. 

(SEAL) 

IN TESTIMONY WHU[OF, I, If LL t•M II• lAP1 

Pmldettt of lho U111fN $titu or Aattlca; bl'CI (UU4 tllnt l1tt111 II b4 IHclil-

IUTDll(R 

nr.o lrlW!Clt-.cl •• 

., 

UN 

ElGHTH 

In II• JUI • f !Mir Lord CIII• tltuaud 

111.4 ol die lncltpe11iitact or th 

TP. IRT\' -AFTIL 

1.ECOIIO Of PATEltTS1 PIIHt N1ii11'1Nr .... .11i.(}94_3 
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Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery 
Name of Property 
McIntosh County, North Dakota 
County and State 
    N/A   
Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

8.   October 17, 1910 Record of Land Patent for Joseph Bender 

 

Th - Un ited Stat -s of An1erica 

- - ---------

°j(l10\\'l 1(UOW Ji)~, ·111111 Ilic U11it,'\\ St:ltct ~ rio, i1, c0t11t4kr:11i,1t1 ur lht: prcmi'4':i, :11~1 io tc,nfort11ll)~i1h 111 ..: s.th'fJI Adf 

of Cut1gr~u, l"l, lll' l1 4.'llie m;t.tk ;iin1I 11ro,11kJ, H1'rYT. GIVgN ANO GRANTED, snit II)' tllffc' prc'~uu IH) fil\11·: ,\);il Gl~.\ x1·, 

/J, • "'''/ f- -/il ..q,(,Httt4-U~ 
m•LO the iw.i,I _. f:&{/J/Pl e-v, i --- •ml toM/t,,( 111:·irii. th'" t.'ll .i,11.ll"t ~1..-,H• 

,l~ rilM.."11 : TU ll r\\lJ~ ,\::,,,JI) ~l'O 1101.D 1h,.: A•~ t~elhC~ whb :i..11 lh;: r~glo, , 11rivilc-ge.i, ium11mi1i ao,I :1q1p1111.,u1t.1·• .,( 

wh:it i>l'lt! \ 'Ul'll~1y 11,cMULti, ~1~1~1111:, 111110 1he t,11ltL.,,!;l_/(!(._.?uttt.-pvf 11111I 11) _ Cd-~ 
1, .t,u A.«.,,r . t'f.f11.i,,11,:r .,,f-

h-Art. ~m1 HiJ..-.,'}'j forn.:r, >11bjoL..,;l Lu Jnlf vc•sh:-1 nod lll-Crncd \Villt'r riglll.l fnr mining, :1i,:rimlluul, 1nn1111fachu int:" or 1.tl1<r pur1)1 •W!i, 

:,n il tigl,1~ 1o1 d1!('ln'II 11111 11 rd,i;uuil'$ ll.K <I inc 1nttt iu11 whh .111rl1 "-':lid r-i1:l1lj,, Iii 111:1.y IIC' rt.-«,cni«ol 1mJ ■dinowloltc• I U1• tlu: Mt n•~· 

1111111, bw~ 11,1-11 11~'\: i>i,m~ ol Cu11Jb, -1t.J.(-il31t,.111lcj_i!i:IC lo •d w~bL of tlw p,opri-.r- L4 -i!ri!! eii~ILUl.t"act. 111tl,._Jt:U ,:_ loi~a_., 
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Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery 
Name of Property 
McIntosh County, North Dakota 
County and State 
    N/A   
Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

9.  Portion of 1911 Land Map, Township 131, range 69 West, McIntosh County 1911 (County 
Recorder was not able to locate original) shows homesteaders J Bender, K Bender, Lena Miller and 
M. Kapp, among other 

 

u•ernamo ! j 
p, ... won1 :1 ::::::::1 

.BISll.ll!r. l..2r.i!! 

FREE PRIORITY 1-3 DAY SHIPPING ON ALL FINE ART PRINTS! Q helll(IOS Fra n><»aOORc><>archPrlnts, * MA I L * Cont nto l U.S. only. 

HoME >BROWSE> UNITED STATES> NORTH D AKOTA> M cirnosH Cour,rry 191 1 > TOWNSHIP 131 NORTH RANGE 69 WEST, ••• 

Township 131 North Range 69 West, Page 045 
Atlas: McIntosh County 1911 
State: North Dakota 
Geo. A. Ogle &. Co. l..2ll. 
Item# US501454 

it;.,, Sign Up to see what your friends like. 

'-_s_e_• _P_r_in_t_s_1z_11_s_8_ P_rl_c_ln_g_n _ __,] [ Download for $19.99 

ii . 
. 

laps In this atlas contain names of the property owner-s. For the names of residents llvlng In the dwellings In many counties, consult. atlases published by either 
•Jrectory Service Compi1ny or Farm and HOme Publishe,s when avallable In the database. For a full list of all published atlases of this area, browse the cottection 
v state. 
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Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery 
Name of Property 
McIntosh County, North Dakota 
County and State 
    N/A   
Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

10.  April 2, 1912 Certificate of Naturalization for Kiva Bender 
 

 

-~~ t{ /tk1.& .'f ,_/~&. ~ z. . ~4 tt~dt& :.si? ,y 5' L.,A9&-_.,..> __ _ 
~Wt-'J~.kt1/& atfdr.9f~#-7c-ald,~~,4__.,_~4-~-?~/t1td,//,/:#6:_ ~ -)f' ,~J/#'4WIP­
- --a-P.A.~---,:,,CR~~IY?t:_ o-<-tD-a yC#~~~I/P,' ~ ,,A_ , '4//d~_$)/4Y<,-,t)~j? 
/lJltrJr_,6, __ LJd.=~--::-;:------::-----:c-----;;,.--='t-------r---=::----,....,_-,.,-,.-,- ,--- ~----

./~"!l4~f'tt'E7llff'uf,~ft'&~1C~/Jft#4-. ~ ,-:,,,L,<,r'"":::::._._-.&~r.d::Z,&&q..._L...t....,,~ ,---­

./4/J@/jf'4Pli#Je/!##'dt&llt'~lltit&~ddf~11Yh---!:..........:(no::ao...4"-...__,=-----------_:__--
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Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery 
Name of Property 
McIntosh County, North Dakota 
County and State 
    N/A   
Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

11.  June 25, 1913 Death Certificate of Kiva Bender, Ashley, ND, shows place of burial, “Jewish 
Cemetery, Ashley N.D.” and occupation “Retired Farmer.” 

 

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA 
BUREAU OF VITAL STATISTICS 

CERTIFICATE OF._OEA)"H 1.?39 l/'JC/ 
Rcgisiered No: .. .LJT_ 

(No, _ .... , ..... --; -·---------·--- ....... - ..... St.; _,_, ....... Ward) 
[U death occurred i1 
a Hospital ,i;;ir Insti tu 

1~0s~Ca~1Y!r i~~r!'!f !~~ 

PERSONAL ANO STATISTICAL. PARTICULARS 

Date of 
Dirth l l~-!onth) I lD•,> l (Year) 

... ~L...... ............ 16?f£.. __ , 

....... ~7-. ...... yc.3rs, .... ... ~---··· ·months, H ••·· - .. ···- --days 

Sin!R"le, Married. • c;,.1 \ 
Widowed or Divorced~~ 

Father 
Birthplace o( ~• 

(State or c:ouulry) id\.. 

Malden Name. ,/} 
of Mother ~ -

best of m-, 

(lnlormant) ... _,. ____________ ,. ............ .. 

(Atldrc$S), _____________ _ 

. -
number. H awa)' fro" 
u,uml ruidcncc, -aivi 
••s~cci:11 Information' 
bclow,J 

MEDICAL CERTI P" ICATE OP' DEATH 

DJ.tcof 
Death 

Former or How Loni' at 
Uaua1 Residcnc:c..--------- Place of Dc:uh ... __ u day 

Where Was Di$casc Contracted, 
If Not .it Place of Dcath1 · 

; f/4:~ur~ ... or Rceou1: Date of Burial _..,. r 
:,, ., -,, .... ..,,,..,. .. ...... ,.(,l-· .R!..~ - ......... 1~ 

~. · ~ -~ 
FiJcd ... ij.2-f,.,1.~ .. -·- .; '. · ~ / 

v· .. (. ._ / . 

,- 1 Ru-istur. 
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Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery 
Name of Property 
McIntosh County, North Dakota 
County and State 
    N/A   
Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

12.  Picture of brother-in-laws Joseph Bender and Noah Schlasinger in Ashley, ND circa 1915 
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Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery 
Name of Property 
McIntosh County, North Dakota 
County and State 
    N/A   
Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

13.  Picture of sister-in-laws Sarah Schlasinger and Mary Bender, taken by W.C. Miller in Ashley, 
North Dakota circa 1915 
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Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery 
Name of Property 
McIntosh County, North Dakota 
County and State 
    N/A   
Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

14.  Picture of Joseph Bender showing his children Keva (Kenneth) and Frances the land he used 
to farm in Ashley, ND, circa 1919 
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Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery 
Name of Property 
McIntosh County, North Dakota 
County and State 
    N/A   
Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

15.  August 2, 1971 Articles of Incorporation for Ashley Jewish Cemetery Corporation, purpose “to 
own, manager, maintain and operate a cemetery in the Village of Ashley, county of McIntosh, State 
of North Dakota and for other purposes related thereto”, with original Board of Directors, Saralee 
Sloven (Bismarck, ND), Lionel Greenberg (St. Paul, MN), Erwin Grossman (Minneapolis, MN), Keva 
Bender (Kenneth M.), St. Louis Park, MN and Robert Tilsen (St. Paul, MN) with Lionel Greenberg 
and Kenneth Tilsen incorporators. 
 

 

~~f tt:t;rf FPl'.'';~'"::::1~w;sr:~;•)•\½f·' =<t·:·:::'-':'~';-'' ... :"'.'':··~·-:··•::·•3~~{~~-· 
·· - . , .. . . . :•,.):: ,: .. . . . · . ·. ' ,: 

xm:.l'JlOFi'l' commRr\'llON . . . ' . . . 
. . SUBMIT.'DUP.LICATE ORIGINAL'S r 

' ,., .; . . . . . . . . "' . . ,•-

. .. :irrtioles: ·Of. In:corpoia'lion. . . . . . 

·, . ... .. 
9r-

-····--· ·-··· ·-·-··--·-···-- ··-· ·. ·- ---. t\SH_L~Y7 .iEi17.J:S.H .. CEMETERY ·coRPORAT:toN ···- · - ·------------· 
. . . . . . . ~' . ,, . . 

We, lh1:" t"1115lcr;;lgncd nnturnl"pcrsons of the tigc of ~wcnty-onc ycnrs ot• more, nctiug ns incorpor:itors or n co1·1ior-
• • I • 

'ntlon 91•ga11izcd um!ln· Ch:i1lte1• 10-2.;, North Dnkot:i Ccntiuy Coclc, adopt tbc followln::i Al-tlclcs of Jncomorntion fo1· 
': . . 

such Co1·1iorntlon. 

. . 
AttTICl,E 1. The name of ~nicl Corporation sh:ill· be: • ... ___ AsbJ.ev_J.et·1ish_Cernete,ry...;._!..C.Qrp_QX'a:l:ion 

... . - . t 

-··-·····. .... . ' . . . ---···-~· 

t\R'rtCLE 2. · 'rhc 11c1·io1l o[ ·Its durntion is:-------l?e'.r.p~tUal--- - -,• .. ·-·--···- ---'-·--~·-··-- ..... 
· . (rcrpc:unl .Unlca~ 1.tmllc,11 · • 

1\lt'rJCLE 3. 'fho purpo6CS for which the Co1·po1•ntio11 is or,inni?.cd nrc: 

to own, 
Village 
Dakot;a 

manage, ~aintain and operate a cemetery in the 
of Ashley, county of l\olointosh,1tate of North 
and for other purposes · related hereto. •. 

. . ·. ) 

' .. . . . ... . 
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Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery 
Name of Property 
McIntosh County, North Dakota 
County and State 
    N/A   
Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

 

ARTICLE 4 . .-. '1'.!t!s Corporation Is not organizc<l ·fc.1· profit and shilll hnve 110 capital stock: 
i, Dc., • • • • 

.. ARTICLE 5 .. Pi·nvisions for the 1•cgulntion of tllc intcrn::il nff.lirs of the Corporation, lnchtdinl! provisions for 

distribution of assets on dissolution 01· fhml llquldntlon nro': 

--··--·-·---- ·N.n~r.:'----- -
(Ir no provl•lons ror the, rc,:ulMlon -h~ lntornnl ntlolr• ot 1110 cor11ornlla11 nrc SH foru,. In"'" tho ·wnrJ 

-----------····--
. . 

ARTICLE O. TJ10 31\dr~ of the reglstere1l office? of-_thc Corl)Orlltion . is=-------·-·--·------·..:.-- ... _ _ 
. 1303 Mohawk, Bi~marok, North Dakota ' 58501 
_ ____ ;.1;_2.Q~»"K~~nful~~,~h~~~1~.3t~~-et::;xBts~.mtk~~»m:tJi~U~~~t~~-~-i~n.a.t~------·-··-··· 

The name oC the lnltlnt registered ogcnt at -such addrcsss is: _ _ ..,?aralee S~9'cen ·--·-----·····-······--· 

-----··-----·--------·----. ------------·--· ·-······· 

ARTICLE 7. Tlic number of dircctoa,; coristiluling the ·initial uuard ·or rilrcctors or thc Corporation is:. _____ . 

---·····-········ 
. . 

and the nauics and nd~sscs ot lhc persons who nro to 6?r11c :is inltlol directors are: 

Aommss .. 
.S.ar.alee __ S.loY..en __ ·-··----··--·-·····-·-···- ··-· . . . . . 

0; 

J.._+.Q.o.e.l._J?x.e~n};:,_~,:_9. ___ ·--··--·-·-:..~-~··· 
~~;_1._1 __ g;gssman -·--------

.13..0.3-Mofiawk-S.t .• ....B.isma~~ ... No .• _Dakd:a . 
_ 7..5.6 .... Eait.iic.J?..l. .• _,_..s_t ... _;eau l,- Min1' n • .. 
8031 Cedar tale Rd~, Minneapol s, 5542E 

· 4400 west 25th st., st. Louis Park, · Keva ._Benc;le;r tKenneth_ID.., ' 

. . BQ.b.e:r.t_s_ •..... 'I'il.s.en_: ... ---····--··-•·---

·-··---··---·······---·--···--------·-----
, 

-·---·-·····--·-····--·-··---····- ·--·---
·- ----··-··--··--•·---·------

0 

----··---·····---···-·----·--·--··-------

. -··-··-. --··-··-··- .. --·-----··----·-··-----

------·- · --···--···-------··--· Minn 
.l.0.l.LD.o.Mg.l~.S- Rtl, .. _.s_t ... _ J?.aul , .. _Minn. . • 

----- -----~----·---·-----·····--1 

. . ----- · .. ·--·--·-·---·-·--·--·--·--··----

------··-----··---------" . 

.I 

--------·---- -----··----- . -, . 
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.. 
AR'.i'ICLE 8. ''l.'ilc·.11~111e :iiul :ulilrcss or c:ich lllcomorator ii.: 

. " . (On!l or ·r.roi-c lllCOftlOr:itors, . .. . . .. . 

___ µ.i,91)..<:!!l ... Si.;i;:~~-~>--g._---::..: ......... _ ...•... , .... _, 

... Kenneth E .Ti. :lsen --···-···--· · ___ · .... 

·---···-· ··--··········--·---·-·····--·-·---------. . :.. 

---····-···-····--···~·- .. --.. -·-----

NO'fARIAL SE,\L 

•••-•,O•-•-•·-• - t , _, ,,_,,_,,•--U-•••---••·•• .. -•----
'!I)• Jli.'JIU:~•) 

--?SG . ..1>.ontiac .. .P.~ .... ~S.t~- P.aul., .. l-.3 inn. 
Minnesota BM!_g~ t St.- . Paul, .. Minn ·• 

:'l:Olftt)' l'ubllc 

6'Vll!17' WJL'OER \'/£LLS DI 
State ot _J.lAf:\IY..l!llbtrc,l'/1!.S!llngtori.~ ... Mrnrt,----- ­

~! Commlwon Eir..nlrro Oci. :is, 191i 
l\f;• Comm1.mon csplrcs ____ -----,·-- II'-:__ 
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Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery 
Name of Property 
McIntosh County, North Dakota 
County and State 
    N/A   
Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

16.  August 5, 1971 Certificate of Incorporation of Ashley Jewish Cemetery Corporation, a North 
Dakota nonprofit corporation. 

 

CERTIFICATE OF iNCORPORATION . OF 

........................................................ ·ASflL-E-'h'JE•II·S11···6tlllrr-F.IW··-00RPOMT.ZON• .. ·· .. ;..·· .... - .. ...................... _ ....... . 
•The undersigned, as S~rctory·of State of the S!ato.of North Dakota, l1creby certifies thot duplicate 

orlglruils of .!\rllcles of Incorporation for the .fncoreoration o! · · · . 

............ ........................................... J1s11Lttv. .. Jm-11stt ... c1mnsnv.,.co1moP.ATlmL ................... : ........... : ........ ~ ......... . 
d11ty signt'd nnd verified pursuant lo the provisions of the North Dakolo ........ ,IOllP.R0,:i'f ..................... ..... .. 
Corpor:ition. Act, hovo been received ln· lhis of fie& .~dare found to eoniorm to law. ' 

. i 
ACCORDJNGLY the undl!rslgnl!d, as such Socrolary of State, and by vlrtul! of the authority \'CStcd 

in him by row, hereby issues this Certificate of Incorporation to 

.. .. , ........................... _. ........................ ns,11.£.Y. .. JflUSlt .. Gf/o!ErlilW ... conP.Oftl\-'f.1.0U ............................... ....................... '.. 
and :ittaches hereto o duplicat~ orlgin:,.I o.f tho Arlioles of Jncor~omtion •. 

Great Seal 
·~•i t!re.Ulfmonp 1Vbereof. I h~ve hoteunto. Sl!t my 
hond OJ!d .iillxcd the C~e:it Se:il of the Stnte ot the C;ipltol 

in tho City of Blsmor~k, this ........... : .... .5.th .. _. ...................... d:iy of 

.. ............ _J\ygust .................. _ . .-..... - .... ,\. D., 19 ... 7.1 .. 

/S/ BEN MEIER 
. .... ·. - -. . S~MOr)· ol s·:o,~. . .. 

il1,· ......................................... ................................... ................... _ ... , ..... . 
· · · Deputy. · 

"'!Tuy rioitn (!_31<01> PtOducl!. .. 
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17.  February 6, 2014 Nonprofit Corporation Annual Report for Ashley Jewish Cemetery 
Corporation, Stuart Kaufman president (Seattle, WA), Erwin Grossman vic president (St. Louis 
Park, MN), Bob Kaufman secretary/treasurer (Minneapolis, MN), Burt Sterman director (Encino, 
CA) and Ro Goldman director (Scottsdale, AZ).  Steve Paper’s address in Fargo, ND is the principal 
executive office and Rita Paper filed the report. 

 

DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN NONPROFIT 
CORPORATION ANNUAL 2014 
REPORT 
SECRETARY OF STATE 
SFN 50879 (12-2013) 111111111111 

1. (Cotporate Name, Commercial or Nonoommon:iaf Reglslefed Agont Noma and Address) 
; 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 

ID Number 

WONumbor 

Flod 

2. FILING FEES: 

RECEiVED 
$10.00 W poolmall<ed on or before February 3, 2014 
$15.00 If pos1mar1ted after Fobruaty 3, 2014 

ASHLEY JEWISH CEMETERY CORPORATION 
STEVE PAPER JAN 1 ~ 201~ 
1750 S 23RD STREET 
FARGO ND 58103 SEC. OF STATE 

,3. StetoorCountryofOrigin ND 

TYPE OR PRINT LEGIBLY• SEE INS1RUC110NS FDR FEES, FIUNQ AND IIAIUNG INFORMATION 
A nonprollt corporation Is a legal entity aeated under Nof1l1 Dakola state law. This annual repol1 Is requifed by law and verlftee the continued exlsw,oe of the 
~ -llllo nonprofit oorpc,allon410 ""'9erexllls, 1hea,rporatlon may \IOluilally dlsoolve or be.lnvolunlattly dis.olved unde< the pnwlslono of.- law r 
1he annual report Is nol 1llocl (1188 lnstrudlona). Annual report provisions.,. round In the Nol1h Dal<ota Cenuy Code Section 10-33-139. 

4. The name and address of lhe 1101100111 ,,.cial mglstemcl agont or commo,cial registered agent appear below tile co,por111e ....,,. aboYe. ls Ille .....,. of 
Ille r,oo_,_lal "II....., agent a, commerclll reglaWNd _,i and-. cornet? □Yes 0No-Comp1e1o -2 ofthls ram,_ 

5. Pu,poee of lhe Corporation (be apecfflc) 

MAINTANENCE OF JEWISH CEMETRY 

6. Federal Tax Code by which Tax Elcamplion Is 
Recognized, If any 

7. Addtess of Plfncfpal Elc~ Office as Prevloualy Reporu,d (SlreetlRR. PO Box. Clfy, Slato, ZIP+4) If lnconacl, 
crou out and c:>o<re<:tas .-.a,y. AddrNe .,.._ only be a-' offlca box. 

C/O STEVE PAPER 1750 S 23RD ST 
FARGO ND 58103-4726 

10. OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS OF THE CORPORATION 

9. Tllophone Number 

01 232-1859 

• Must list at loall a president and aecrete,y and 9rrf othe< CINld< box • Musi 1151 at least tine dlreclcn. 
officers. If ofllcer - In mora lhan one position, oee w Officer 
lnstrudlorw. also serves COMPLETE MAILING ADDRESS 
OFFICE NAME PO Box 

~IDENT 

VICE PRESIOEHT 

SECRETARY/ 
TREASURER 

SECRETARY 

TREASURER 

DIREC13)11 

DIRECTOR 

DIRECTOR 

I needed, attach sheet to add names of additional dlrtK:tors. 

D 

□ 

ZIP 

11. "Tho undetsigned has read Ille lnragolng annual report. l<now$ tho contents, and believes lhe lnfotrnatlon provldod lo oormct. I tmdersland that WI make a 
false atalemenl In Ills document, I may be aubject lo atmlnal penalties.• 

12. N8me of Persoo to Conlact about INs R8j)Ofl Email Address 

/J,4pR, 

Date 

/,. 1-l't 
Daytime elepl,one Number and Extension, f 
any 
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18.  Picture of Kenneth (Keva) showing his daughters Nancy and Rebecca the monument of his 
grandfather and their great-grandfather Kiva Bender, Ashley Jewish Cemetery, circa 1964 (Photo 
by Frima Bender) 

 



NPS Form 10-900-a  (Rev. 8/2002)                      OMB No. 1024-0018  
   

United States Department of the Interior      Put Here 
National Park Service 
 
National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 
 
Section number   Additional Documentation   Page  125         
 

 

 

Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery 
Name of Property 
McIntosh County, North Dakota 
County and State 
    N/A   
Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

19.  Picture of Joseph Bender at grave of his father, Kiva Bender, Ashley Jewish Cemetery, circa 
1975 
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20.  Picture of Kenneth Bender at grave of his grandfather, Kiva Bender, Ashley Jewish Cemetery, 
circa 1978 
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21.  Picture of Frances Bender Bernbaum, Melvin Bernbaum, Barry Kelner, Frima Bender, Rebecca 
Bender, Kenneth Bender and Joel Bernbaum, lower right, in front of their grandfather, great-
grandfather and great-great-grandfather’s monument, Ashley Jewish Cemetery 1988  (Photo by 
Nancy Bender-Kelner) 
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22.  Picture of Frima Bender, Nancy Bender-Kelner, Kenneth Bender and Rebecca Bender at Kiva 
Bender’s monument, Ashley, ND, circa 1990 (Photo by Barry Kelner) 
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23.  Picture of Kenneth Bender, showing grandchildren Lincoln Bernhard and Sage Kelner their 
great-great grandfather’s grave and monument, 2005.  Rebecca Bender is holding son, Lincoln 
Bernhard.  (Photo by Nancy Bender-Kelner) 
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24.  Jewish School and Family Bible ( Chief Rabbi Dr. A. Benisch, James Darling Publishers, London 
1851), from books and papers of Joseph Bender, with stamp of “Rev. Hess”, Rabbi at 
Ashley/Wishek Jewish agricultural settlements from 1911 – 1922 

 

,' 1 1100 .J 

Hf BJJb. 
F 

TIW 1'111-"1' l',\ll'I', CO. TAli'll 0 

IL 

fHB ENTATEUCH, 
.EWLY 'f.RA SL TED 

UNJJ.t:11 TUE 9U1!£RYl$TON Ot' ·mr. 1rnv, 'l'llE CIJT'&l' llA.llDl. 

~cv. 
DY DR .A.. B 

eq,, 
sen, 

,fUAJr ef Uel,rc,o /11 l~e Je,~t' and Genei·al Ulmil'/1 and Sci,nJific Tllflmllioil, 
Lal<1r,r pro lt:tn. to lne JVutcm SyllO.!JOfJ'I', , / . .llbll!O'I Ploct, 

ef //,. Lo/l<lo,i J'l,i/o/1,gical Socitly, and ef t!IIJ GeNlum Oricital Sadtly1. Edit 
• 11/.fnro!J, .l11//11Jrqf11 T,-a,,s/aiio11 of, cwd" Commc11tnryo11Ecekis.·T~ J 
liMnidu, qj'Jewi.th Lffo,ull{loftMJewi44 War under .Uaaricm ollll 7'rqjall,, 



NPS Form 10-900-a  (Rev. 8/2002)                      OMB No. 1024-0018  
   

United States Department of the Interior      Put Here 
National Park Service 
 
National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 
 
Section number   Additional Documentation   Page  131         
 

 

 

Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery 
Name of Property 
McIntosh County, North Dakota 
County and State 
    N/A   
Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

25.  Odessa Mama, Russian Jewish Orchestra (Columbia Graphaphone Company 1909), from books 
and papers of Joseph Bender.  The Yiddish song is an ode to Odessa's sidewalks, electric lights, 
hotels, and other modern amenities. Columbia Records imported the recordings from Europe 
prior to World War I.  When people would ask Joe Bender, “do you miss your motherland Russia?” 
He would respond, “How could someone love a country that would treat its citizens so badly?  
America is my home.” Bender, From the Prairies to the Beaches (2005) 
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	Cem nom 1
	Criterion A -  Property reflecting broad patterns of historical events
	The Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery is significant under National Register Criterion A, as it is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history at the state level.  Specifically, it is the onl...
	/
	Ashley Jewish farmer Joseph Bender on his homestead with single blade plow (circa 1909)
	INTRODUCTION
	I.  WHY RUSSIAN JEWS CAME TO THE UNITED STATES TO FARM
	Future Ashley homesteaders pictured around a chessboard near Odessa, Russia (circa 1900) Sarah Bendersky (second row, left, whose homestead land is the site of the Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery), Joseph Bendersky (second row, middle), Lena Bende...
	B. UAm Olam and Other Back to the Land Movements -  “A Plow with the Ten Commandments”
	Sheet Music for Yiddish Song, Am Olam, (Eternal People) published in 1898. P51F
	There was also a great written campaign by non-Jews to get the Jewish immigrant out of the city and onto the farm.  In John Foster Carr’s, Guide to the United States for the Jewish Immigrant (2PndP Yiddish edition 1916), the author explains:
	The cost of food is rising in America, and so the profits of farming and gardening are  constantly increasing.  For many Jews here is an excellent chance of work and  prosperous living …
	Work in the city at good wages is often temporary … but by farming, a poor man in a  short time can often become independent if besides some absolutely necessary  experience of agriculture, he has persistence, industry and common intelligence.   Coun...
	fathers …P53F
	C. UUS Laws and Policies -  “Free Land”
	D.  UJewish Charitable Organizations – Baron Maurice de Hirsch, Hebrew Emigrant Aid Society, Jewish Agricultural and Industrial Aid
	This cartoon from The Jewish Farmer magazine (1909), a periodical in Yiddish and English published by the Jewish Agricultural Society,  provides a clear choice, “Prosperity Farm” while standing tall, or “peddler and sweatshop” while bent over from the...
	II.  WHY RUSSIAN JEWISH IMMIGRANTS CAME TO NORTH DAKOTA, “THE GREAT NORTHWEST”, TO HOMESTEAD IN THE EARLY 1900S

	Cem nom 2
	Bottineau County      1. Ely  2. Russel
	Burleigh County        3. Andrews 4. Bismarck 5. Cromwell 6. Ong 7. Wilton
	ULaMoure CUounty       8. Kulm
	McHenry County       9. Balfour 10. Velva 11. Wagar
	McIntosh County      12. Lehr
	McLean County (includes present day McLean and USheridanU counties)
	Morton County (includes present day Morton and UGrantU counties)
	Ramsey County         19. Benzion  20. Iola
	Towner County         21. Perth
	Ward  County (includes present day Ward, UMountrailU, UBurkeU, and URenville Ucounties)
	Burleigh County         24. Painted WoodsP73F P  25. WingP74F P  26. ReganP75F P
	Cass County                 27. Fargo
	UCavalier UCounty         28. Milton
	Dickinson County      29. Dickinson  30. Belfield
	Grand Forks County  31. Grand Forks
	ULaMoure UCounty        32. Russell
	Logan County            33. Gackle
	McHenry County       34. Towner
	McIntosh County       35. Wishek
	McKenzie County      36. Stroud
	McLean County         37. Dodgen   38. Denhof
	Morton County          39. Glen Ullin   40. Leipzig   41. Flasher  42. Hebron
	Mountrail                   43. White Earth
	Nelson County           44. LakotaP76F P
	Ramsey County        45. Garske VillageP77F P 20. IolaP78F P (listed above)  46.  Devils LakeP79F P
	47. WebsterP80F P  48. Starkweather
	Ward County            49. Minot P81F
	Williams County      50. Williston

	Cem nom 3
	/
	III.  THE HOMESTEADING EXPERIENCE FOR ASHLEY JEWISH FARMERS
	/
	An early model of the Cyclone broadcast seed sower used by McIntosh County farmers in the early 1900’s. (McIntosh County Heritage Museum)
	Oscar Silverleib, whose sister-in-law Fayga is buried in the Ashley cemetery, had a homestead about eight miles north of Ashley, close to Danzig.  After working the land for two years, he accumulated enough money to send for his “sweetheart” who lived...
	Other homesteaders found success off the farm, despite previous hardships. Isadore Dorfman escaped the pogrom of 1903 and got in touch with the Jewish Immigration Aid Society which furnished transportation to the Dakotas.
	He had no idea where he was going – found himself with others at Eureka,
	the end of the railroad at that time, and used self-propelled foot power for 35 miles  to Ashley, following the trail of the freight ox cars.P96F
	Isadore’s wife Freda Dorfman, buried at the Ashley cemetery, died in childbirth, leaving him with three young children and a farm.  After proving up his claim, Mr. Dorfman sold his 160 acres at ten dollars per acre and used the money to buy a meat mar...
	In a change from the typical scenario of parents bringing their children to the prairie, the two oldest Jampolsky boys encouraged their father, Isadore, to file for a section of the “wild land” in McIntosh County once they had arrived in North Dakota....
	IV. LEADERS OF THE COMMUNITY AND THEIR FAMILIES BURIED IN CEMETERY
	/
	The Ashley Jewish Cemetery is listed among sites for Jewish tourists to visit in this 1954 book of the Jewish Publication Society in New York. It is referred to as “an abandoned cemetery.”
	V.  THE ASHLEY JEWISH HOMESTEADERS CEMETERY
	VI.   THE  ASHLEY JEWISH HOMESTEADERS’ LEGACY
	VII.  CONCLUSION
	The Ashley Jewish Homesteaders Cemetery is National Register eligible under Criterion A due to three primary patterns of historical events.  First, the Cemetery is associated with Russian Jewish immigrants with no farming experience, settling near a r...
	/
	/
	Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)
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