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The Oahe Chapel is one-story nave plan building with a one-and-one- 
half story bell tower attached to the northeast corner. Four bays 
on the axial facades, the building has its entrance in the bell 
tower. Sheathed in weatherboard and roofed with shingles, the 
structure rests on an aggregate stone foundation. Window treatments 
include the three-pane overlight above the door, double-hung, 4/4 
pane windows in the side, as well as a blind Gothic arched louvered 
window in the front facade. A simple balestrade and posts support 
its low bell-cast roof, while a wood-covered chimney on the front 
facade is canted out to fill the eave beneath a small metal stack. 
In 1964 the building was threatened with destruction by flooding 
from the Oahe reservoir, and was moved onto a new foundation on 
this site.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of Oahe Chapel lies in its architecture, its role 
as a religious institution, and its association with Sioux Indian 
culture* This is the last remaining building of the Oahe Mission 
founded in 1873 as the headquarters for the missionary efforts among 
the Sioux. In 1877 Reverend S. R. Riggs built the chapel with lumber 
brought up the Missouri River from Yankton. Originally call Bogue 
Station, the mission opened the Oahe Industrial School in 1883 as a 
boarding school for Indian children. A second school opened in the 
1890 f s as a boarding school for young girls. Despite the closing 
of the mission in 1914, the Chapel remained in use, and the Indians 
held services here in the Sioux language until 1937. Throughout its 
history, the Chapel has also served the local community as a place 
of worship and as a social center.



MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

The Mattison Report, United States Department of the Interior, 
National Park Service, Region II, Omaha, Nebraska, 1953.

3GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY less than one a c r 
UTM REFERENCES Oahe Dam Quadrangle 1:24,000

U.4J |3|8.9i7,6,0| |4 g> 12 ,314,8,0 )
ZONE EASTING NORTHING

Cl , I I I . I ,jj I . I , I , . I

B j_L

,

____J I.I.I.,
ZONE EASTING NORTHING

Dl . I I I . I . . 1 I.I.I..
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The Oahe Chapel is located 1900 ft. east of the gaging station of
the Oahe Dam and 30 ft. north of State Highway 1804. See continuation
sheet.
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Verbal boundary description and justification

The east and south boundaries are formed by the edge of the road 
which curves around the site. Located on level, the slope of the 
hill ;to the west and north, which is marked with a fence, forms 
the boundary along those sides. The northeast boundary is a 
line running parallel to the northeast facade of the building, 
lying ten meters from the wall, and located between the Chapel 
and the contemporary shelter to the north.
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