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D E S C R I P T I O N 
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~ DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The George Fernald House (1894) occupies the entire top of Rock H i l l i n Medford on a l o t 
of 27,000 square feet which has. a-commanding view of the surrounding area. 

The George Fernald House i s a Georgian Revival structure with an o v e r a l l length (north 
to south) of 108 feet. The clapboard house i s set on a rubble stone foundation. The 
main (east) facade i s of fi v e - p a r t Palladian design - a central section, rectangular 
pavilions at each end, and connecting one-story sections. 

The central portion i s two and one-half stories high and f i v e bays wide. I t i s set on 
a high basement and capped by a hip roof. Extending out from the facade i s a pedimented 
portico supported by four Ionic columns. The portico i s set on a high basement covered 
by v e r t i c a l boarding. The boarding outlines three low-rising arches with keystones. 
These are enclosed by l a t t i c e work, creating the e f f e c t of a b l i n d arcade. Set above 
the basement i s a wooden f l o o r from which the four columns r i s e to support an entabla­
ture with modillioned cornice. Above t h i s i s the pediment, enclosed by v e r t i c a l boarding 
and with mouldings i d e n t i c a l to those of the cornice. 

The central entrance has an elaborate Federal period frame consisting of two f l u t e d 
Ionic pilasters supporting an entablature whose cornice i s decorated with a band of 
Greek fretwork. Above t h i s i s a broken pediment with modillioned cornice. A f a n l i g h t 
above the door extends upwards int o the pedimented area and has a decorated keystone 
at i t s top. 

The windows on the f i r s t f l o o r are nine-over-six double hung sash headed with wooden 
l i n t e l s and keystones. The second f l o o r windows are six-over-six sash, except for the 
center window which i s flanked by four-pane casement windows. 

Two chimneys r i s e through the main block of the house - one on the mid-point of the 
north Tvall and the other i n l i n e with the north chimney but set I n .the building, away 
from the south w a l l . 

Access to the portico and f r o n t entry i s from a st r a i g h t run of s t a i r s on the porch's 
north end. The s t a i r s r i s e p a r a l l e l to the facade i n two stages. Railings of square 
balusters, moulded r a i l s and turned posts l i n e the stairway and extend across the front 
of the portico. O r i g i n a l l y two curved stairways gave access to both sides of the 
portico. 

Set back s l i g h t l y from the main section on both sides are connectors to the end pavilions. 
Each i s one story high with three arches of v e r t i c a l boarding superimposed on the clap­
board facade. Centered i n each arch i s one six-over-six window with a semi-circular 
head of horizontally matched boarding. The center arch of the south connector has a 
bl i n d window f i l l e d with clapboarding. Over the connectors are low pitched ridge roofs 
with t h e i r ridges p a r a l l e l to the length of the facade. 

At the end of each connector i s a rectangular pavilion of one and one-half stories cov­
ered by a hip roof. The facade of each pavilion projects one foot further east (forward) 
than the connectors. Each pavilion has two six-over-six windows of greater height 

than those of the connectors. Above each window i s a "U" shaped panel of v e r t i c a l board­
ing with the stems of the "U" facing down. The southernmost pavilion window i s surfaced 
with clapboarding. A chimney rises from the center of the end w a l l of each pavilion. 
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The symmetry of the main facade masks an irregular f l o o r plan which i s more clearly 
v i s i b l e from the building's west side. The west facade i s covered i n wooden shingles. 
The center entrance i n the central block i s set at ground le v e l ; i t consists of a 
wooden door with six glass panes and i s flanked by three-pane sidelights set over 
recessed wooden panels. A f l a t roof extends beyond the doorway and i s set on square, 
undecorated wooden posts. Above the entry i s an elongated Palladian window with four-
pane sidelights flanking a multi-paned, half-round headed center window, the bottom 
six panes of which are s l i d i n g sash. At the roof are two gable dormers with six-over-
six sash windows. 

North of the entrance i s a deep, five-sided bay with a f l a t roof. Each side of the 
bay has a six-over-six window set over a recessed wooden panel and surmounted by a 
six-pane transom, excepting the west w a l l , which has two such windows flanking a door of 
the same design and size as the windows. The door leads to a stone terrace covered 
by a wooden t r e l l i s . 

South of the entrance, the fenestration i s i r r e g u l a r . Next to the door i s a narrow 
two-over-one window and above i t a four-pane window surmounted by a small three-pane 
window. Next to that i s a one-story entrance porch and two six-over-six windows. 
The southernmost window of these two i s on the wall of a one-story e l l at the i n t e r ­
section of the main block and south wing. 

To the north of the main block, the connector and pavilion are undecorated. The 
connector and pavilion each have two six-over-six windows. 

The south connector and pavi l i o n are p a r t l y obstructed from view by the projecting 
one-story e l l and by an enclosed porch of s l i g h t l y lower one-story height. The porch 
rests on a brick foundation and has f i v e one-pane "Anderson" type windows. Originally 
a sun porch, i t has two bubble skylights i n i t s sloping roof. I t has been enclosed 
within the la s t ten years. 

Other than the enclosure of the porch, the only alterations to the house have been the 
removal of a balustrade over the west bay window and the removal of the curved staircases 
from the east portico. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The George Fernald House i s s i g n i f i c a n t as Medford's most elaborate and grand statement 
of Georgian Revival architecture, and p a r t i c u l a r l y because i t makes use of both new and 
period materials. Due to i t s prominent location at the top of RjDck H i l l , the building j 
has become a local landmark. 

In 1894 George Fernald and his brother Albert, both architects, purchased the land at the 
top of Rock H i l l and b u i l t the house. Many of the detai l s of the house were salvaged 
from a Providence, Rhode Island,Federal period house which was demolished i n the 1890's. 
The front doorway and window l i n t e l s and possibly the Palladian window on the west facade 
were taken from the salvage. I n t e r i o r f i t t i n g s taken from the Providence house include 
several Federal mantelpieces, doors, mouldings, wainscotting and the main staircase. 

In addition to his use of period materials, Fernald modelled parts of the house on 
direct Georgian/Federal precedent. The o r i g i n a l dining room i s one and one-half stories 
high with a plaster, b a r r e l vaulted c e i l i n g ; i t s design i s clearl y based on that of the 
Ba l l Room at the "Count Rumford House" i n North Woburn. The pedimented, two-story portico 
which was o r i g i n a l l y flanked by curved staircases resembles details of the White House 
i n Washington, D.C. 

The western facade o r i g i n a l l y faced a series of formal gardens which had been l a i d out 
to take advantage of the h i l l y s i t e . Old photographs show that the gardens' plan was 
heavily influenced by Fernald's l i f e l o n g i n t e r e s t i n S i c i l y and i t s landscape. He pub­
lished an a r t i c l e on " S i c i l i a n H i l l Gardens" i n The Architectural Record i n which the 
i l l u s t r a t i o n s show Fernald's design sources. 

Despite Fernald's t r a i n i n g as an architect and his employment for over twehty-five years 
with the arch i t e c t u r a l f i r m of L i t t l e and Browne, few other buildings are known to have 
been designed by him. His home on Rock H i l l survives i n excellent condition; i t s cur­
rent owners are committed to preserving the building with i t s d etails i n t a c t . 
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