


7. Original owner (if known) Idrs.. Esfes; Ha-Te
Original use .M 1 dential
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates sam;

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural XX Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce I ndustry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian

Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

This Queen Anne/ Shingle Style house v/ias t he
horme frcm 18 89-1953 of Lois Lilley Hovje, America's

first woman architect. Hcve vras an early practitioner
of -he Colonial Revival Si-."le.

The .building is marked by a broad overhang -
above t hefirst floor and = symmetrical facade.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)
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1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

4. Owner of Property
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6. Representation in ExistingSurveys
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summary paragraph
completeness
clarity
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dates

boundary selection



Significanca

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas
checlced

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of excepticn
other
9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Oeographical Pata

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
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13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed
Date."VAIZI™_ Phone: 202 272 -3504

Comments for any Item mey be continued on an attached aheet






7. Original owner (if known) ‘oMPs. E«f.s; Howe
Original use residential
Subsequent uses (if any) aad dates same '

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aborigiaal Coaservatioa Recreatioa
Agricultural Education Religioa
Architectural XX Exploration/ Scieace/

The Arts -y-. settlement laveatioa
Commerce Industry Social/
Commuaicatioa Military humanitariaa
Commuaity developmest Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

This Queen Anne/ Shingle Style house wast he
hone from 18 89-1963 of Lois Lilley Howe, Anmerica's
first woman architect. Howe was an early practitioner
of theColonial Revival Style. -

The -building 1 smarked by a broad overhang
above thefirst floor and a symmetrical facade.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.) o' e
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MASSACH BETTS H STCR CAL AOMM SIS ON Old Cambridge I1.B.24
Office of the Secretary, Boston
Property Name Lois Lilley Homve House

Indicate each item M inventory formuvrfiich i s being continued bel ow.

Lois Lilley Howe (1864-1964) was one of thefirst wonent o
graduate from t hearchitectural program at t heMassachusetts Institute
of Technology, t heorganizer of theonly all-woman architectural firm
in Boston i ntheearly twentiethcentury, andthefirst wonman el evated
to Fellow of t heAmerican Institute of Architects. Born i nCanbridge
in 1864, she grew up i na house at 1 Kirkland Street opposite Menori al
Hall. After financial reverses i nthel870s and thedeath of her father
in 1887, when Howe was 23, t hefamly left thehouse at Kirkland Street
and nmoved into one at 6 Appleton Street designed for them by t he Boston
architectural firm of Cabot & Chandler. Howe lived at 6 Appleton Street
throughout her life. Although shedid notdesign it, thehouse i sasso-
ciated with her most productive years as architect of domestic struc-
tures (at least 33 comm ssions i nCanbridge alone, 12 i nvarious

National Register Districts). | t mets Criterion A as associated with
the role of women i narchitecture andCriterion B for itsassociations
wi th Howe. _ , , ®

The following biography i sexcerpted from the MI1.T. Historical
Collections, "Inventory of Howe, Manning & Al nmy Papers, 188 3-19 73":

Lois Lilley Howe, 1864-1964 - ;

Lois Lilley Howe (LLH) was born into theCanmbridge famly of Dr.
Estes and Lois Lilly Wiite Howe. Before entering the Miuseum School
vof theBoston Museum of Fine Arts i n1882, she earned an equival ency
certificate from t heCanbridge Public High School. At theMseiim
School, LLH concentrated i ndesign, finishing tlie program i n 1886.
Her later architectural work reflected this artistic training, and
she maintained contacts with artists throughout her life. C .

As aresult of her alteration on a stairway for Reverend Francis G
" Peabody's home, she gained t headmiration of architect Robert Swain
Peabody, and he becane her mentor. |1 n1888, sheentered MI.T.'s
School of Architecture andtook thecourse i n'Partial Architecture’

which lasted only two years.

Wth Peabody's help LLHwas hired as a draftsman with thefirmof
« Allen and Kenway after finishing at MI.T. Peabody also told her

of thecompetition for a Wonen's Building at t heColumbia Exhibition

of 1893 i nChicago. She and her classmate Sophia Hayden Bennett

(M1.T. Class of 1890), both entered. Hayden won and LLH placed

second. The prize noney nmade i t possible for LLHt otake her nother

and sisters t oEurope. After fifteen months, LLHreturned t o Boston

(see over - continued)

Staple tolnventory form at bottom



and worked as a part-time l[ibrarian i nthe MI.T. School of Archi -
tecture. Shereceived her first commssion tobuild a housei n
1894 and wor ked alone andwith various partners until 1900. She
then established her own firm,

LLH concentrated on domestic architecture from the beginning of her
architectural career. This emphasis continued when she becane part-
ners with Eleanor Manning O Connor (EMDOCQ i n1913 andwith Mary
Almy (MY i n1926. Her work with houses was often innovative. For
example, anarticle about her experimental plaster work appearedi n
a 1907 issue of Architectural Review andArchitectural Record. I n
another 1907 issue she gave advice about designing serving pantries
for small houses. LLHinitiated Howe, Manning &Almy's (HWA use
of theColonial Revival Style for both building and renovating and
stressed t heneed t oresearch architectural details. Details of O d
New Engl and Houses was published i n1913 by LLHand Constance Fuller
(MI1.T. Class of 1914).

*

The problems of urban housing concerned LLHenough t osteer HWA
towards t hedevel opment of small houses and of urban planning. She
was onthePlanning Commttee for Architect's Small House Bureau and
was a menber of t heBoston Society of Architect's Small House Service
Bureau of the American Institute of Architects (A.1.A. ). She also
participated i nthe Commttee on Small Houses for A.1.A. and was
appointed t ot heBoard of Directors of t heHousing Associationof
Metropolitan Boston.

Professionally, shewas a forerunner because there were fewwonen
architects at that time. I n1901, she became t hefirst wonmen t o be
officially elected when Robert Swain Peabody sponsored her for nem
bership i nthe A.1.A. Shewas also oneof thefirst wonmen admitted
to t heBoston Society of Architects. Perhaps her greatest honor
cane i n1931, when shewaselected a Fellow of theA. l.A., the
first woman t o be chosen.

LLH retired from HWA i n1937, after practicing for more than forty
years, but she never stopped working. After retirement, she occa-
sionally worked oncomm ssions for EMO Cs private practice. She
was also treasurer of t heOl dCanbridge Shakespeare Association,
president of t heCanmbridge Plant Club, vice-president of the Cam
bridge Historical Society and a nenber of t he Canbridge Soci al
Dramatic Club and various Unitarian Cliobs. Wen LLHdied i n 1964,
she was twelve days short of her hundredth birthday.
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