


7. Original owner (if known) Idrs.. Esfes; Ho:-Te 

Original use rp..̂  i d e n t i a l 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates sam; 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

XX 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

This Queen Anne/Shingle S t y l e house v/as the 
home frcm 18 89-1953 o f Lois L i l l e y Hovje, America's 
f i r s t woman a r c h i t e c t . Hcve vras an e a r l y p r a c t i t i o n e r 
of -he C o l o n i a l Revival Si-.'le . 

The . b u i l d i n g i s m.arked by a broad overhang -
above the f i r s t f l o o r and = symmetrical facade. : , 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 
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I -
r 6. Representat ion in Exist ing Surveys 

7. Pescr ip t ion 
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summary paragraph 
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clarity 
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dates 
boundary selection 
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9. Major Bibl iographical Re fe rences 

10 . Oeograph ica l P a t a 

11 . Form Prepared By 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i ce r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 
Mwluatad aifnMcanoa ttils pro^arty wMMn ttia atais ts. 
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13. Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 
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7. Original owner (if known) ' ••Mr>s . E«^f .s ; Howe 

Original use r e s i d e n t i a l 

Subsequent uses (if any) aad dates same ' 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aborigiaal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts -y-. 
Commerce 
Commuaicatioa 
Commuaity developmeat 

XX 

Coaservatioa 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreatioa 
Religioa 
Scieace/ 

iaveatioa 
Social/ 

humanitariaa 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

This Queen Anne/Shingle Style house was the 
home from 18 89-1963 of Lois L i l l e y Howe, America's 
f i r s t woman a r c h i t e c t . Howe was an early p r a c t i t i o n e r 
of the Colonial Revival Style. - . 

The -building i s marked by a broad overhang 
above the f i r s t f l o o r and a symmetrical facade. 

r 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) • ' • 
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Cocmunity: 

Old Cambridge 

Form No: 

I I . B . 2 4 

Property Name: Lois L i l l e y Howe House 

Indicate each item CHI inventory form vrfiich is being continued below. 

Lois L i l l e y Howe (1864-1964) was one of the f i r s t women t o 
graduate from the a r c h i t e c t u r a l program a t the Massachusetts I n s t i t u t e 
of Technology, the organizer o f the only all-woman a r c h i t e c t u r a l f i r m 
i n Boston i n the e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century, and the f i r s t woman elevated 
to Fellow o f the American I n s t i t u t e o f A r c h i t e c t s . Born i n Cambridge 
i n 1864, she grew up i n a house a t 1 K i r k l a n d S t r e e t opposite Memorial 
H a l l . A f t e r f i n a n c i a l reverses i n the 1870s and the death of her f a t h e r 
i n 1887, when Howe was 23, the f a m i l y l e f t the house a t K i r k l a n d Street 
and moved i n t o one a t 6 Appleton S t r e e t designed f o r them by the Boston 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l f i r m of Cabot & Chandler. Howe l i v e d a t 6 Appleton Street 
throughout her l i f e . Although she d i d not design i t , the house i s asso­
c i a t e d w i t h her most productive years as a r c h i t e c t o f domestic s t r u c ­
t u r e s ( a t l e a s t 33 commissions i n Cambridge alone, 12 i n various 
N a t i o n a l Register D i s t r i c t s ) . I t meets C r i t e r i o n A as associated w i t h 
the r o l e o f women i n a r c h i t e c t u r e and C r i t e r i o n B f o r i t s associations 
w i t h Howe. _ , , • 

The f o l l o w i n g biography i s excerpted from the M.I.T. H i s t o r i c a l 
C o l l e c t i o n s , "Inventory of Howe, Manning & Almy Papers, 188 3-19 73": 

Lois L i l l e y Howe, 1864-1964 • ; 

Lois L i l l e y Howe (LLH) was born i n t o the Cambridge f a m i l y o f Dr. 
Estes and Lois L i l l y White Howe. Before e n t e r i n g the Museum School 

•of the Boston Museum of Fine A r t s i n 1882, she earned an equivalency 
c e r t i f i c a t e from the Cambridge Public High School. At the Museiim 
School, LLH concentrated i n design, f i n i s h i n g tJie program i n 1886. 

- Her l a t e r a r c h i t e c t u r a l work r e f l e c t e d t h i s a r t i s t i c t r a i n i n g , and 
she maintained contacts w i t h a r t i s t s throughout her l i f e . . . . 

As a r e s u l t o f her a l t e r a t i o n on a stairway f o r Reverend Francis G. 
•"'̂  Peabody's home, she gained the admiration of a r c h i t e c t Robert Swain 

Peabody, and he became her mentor. I n 18 88, she entered M.I.T.'s 
School o f A r c h i t e c t u r e and took the course i n ' P a r t i a l A r c h i t e c t u r e ' 
which l a s t e d only two years. . . . 

With Peabody's help LLH was h i r e d as a draftsman w i t h the f i r m of 
•-. A l l e n and Kenway a f t e r f i n i s h i n g a t M.I.T. Peabody also t o l d her 

of the com p e t i t i o n f o r a Women's B u i l d i n g a t the Columbia E x h i b i t i o n 
of 1893 i n Chicago. She and her classmate Sophia Hayden Bennett 
(M.I.T. Class of 1890), both entered. Hayden won and LLH placed 
second. The p r i z e money made i t possible f o r LLH t o take her mother 
and s i s t e r s t o Europe. A f t e r f i f t e e n months, LLH retu r n e d t o Boston 

(see over - continued) 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r y form at bottom 



and worked as a p a r t - t i m e l i b r a r i a n i n the M.I.T. School o f A r c h i ­
t e c t u r e . She received her f i r s t commission t o b u i l d a house i n 
1894 and worked alone and w i t h various partners u n t i l 1900. She 
then e s t a b l i s h e d her own f i r m . 

LLH concentrated on domestic a r c h i t e c t u r e from the beginning of her 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l career. This emphasis continued when she became p a r t ­
ners w i t h Eleanor Manning O'Connor (EMO'C) i n 1913 and w i t h Mary 
Almy (MA) i n 1926. Her work w i t h houses was o f t e n i n n o v a t i v e . For 
example, an a r t i c l e about her experimental p l a s t e r work appeared i n 
a 1907 issue o f A r c h i t e c t u r a l Review and A r c h i t e c t u r a l Record. I n 
another 1907 issue she gave advice about designing serving p a n t r i e s 
f o r small houses. LLH i n i t i a t e d Howe, Manning & Almy's (HM&A) use 
of the C o l o n i a l Revival S t y l e f o r both b u i l d i n g and renovating and 
stressed the need t o research a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l s . D e t a i l s of Old 
New England Houses was published i n 1913 by LLH and Constance F u l l e r 
(M.I.T. Class of 1914). 

, * . - . 

The problems of urban housing concerned LLH enough t o steer HM&A 
towards the development of small houses and of urban planning. She 
was on the Planning Committee f o r A r c h i t e c t ' s Small House Bureau and 
was a member of the Boston Society of A r c h i t e c t ' s Small House Service 
Bureau o f the American I n s t i t u t e o f A r c h i t e c t s (A.I.A.). She also 
p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the Committee on Small Houses f o r A.I.A. and was 
appointed t o the Board of D i r e c t o r s of the Housing A s s o c i a t i o n o f 
Met r o p o l i t a n Boston. . . . 

P r o f e s s i o n a l l y , she was a forerunner because there were few women 
a r c h i t e c t s a t t h a t time. I n 1901, she became the f i r s t women t o be 
o f f i c i a l l y e l e c t e d when Robert Swain Peabody sponsored her f o r mem­
bership i n the A.I.A. She was also one o f the f i r s t women admitted 
to the Boston Society of A r c h i t e c t s . Perhaps her gre a t e s t honor 
came i n 1931, when she was ele c t e d a Fellow of the A.I.A., the 
f i r s t woman t o be chosen. 

LLH r e t i r e d from HM&A i n 19 37, a f t e r p r a c t i c i n g f o r more than f o r t y 
years, but she never stopped working. A f t e r r e t i r e m e n t , she occa­
s i o n a l l y worked on commissions f o r EMO'Cs p r i v a t e p r a c t i c e . She 
was also t r e a s u r e r of the Old Cambridge Shakespeare A s s o c i a t i o n , 
p r e s i d e n t of the Cambridge Plant Club, v i c e - p r e s i d e n t of the Cam­
bridge H i s t o r i c a l Society and a member o f the Cambridge Soc i a l 
Dramatic Club and various U n i t a r i a n Cliobs. When LLH died i n 1964, 
she was twelve days s h o r t o f her hundredth b i r t h d a y . 

- i 
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