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The William A. Harris house, which faces east, is a two-story
rectangular building with a basement, an attic and a two-story ell
extending to the west.

The exterior walls rest on a raised base made of rough hewn lime-
stone. The house includes two large porches, the main entry porch on
the east and another which wraps around the west and south sides of the
ell. There is also a large bay window on the south side.

The roof form is a truncated hip terminating in a flat center
portion. There are numerous dormers with windows which provide light
to the attic. Ornamental brick chimneys with decorative caps enhance
the roof line. The roof is separated from the walls by a cornice with
wide-spaced simple brackets. Red asbestos shingles are the basic roofing
material although the dormers are covered with standing seam metal roofs.
The flat-roofed front porch is accented by a pediment directly over the
steps. A pediment also occurs in the main roof line above the front
entrance.

The windows on all floors are tall slender rectangles. The gray-
painted trim is plain and simple. The large porches are supported by
columns with decorative brackets.

The first floor had four large rooms plus the kitchen and pantry
to the rear. The second floor had four bedrooms and two rooms over the
kitchen for the servants' quarters. The attic floor was completely
finished but without partitions. The front part of the house on the
two main floors was divided by a wide hall from front to back. Fire-
places, which were. decorated with artistically designed ceramic tile,
were placed in each of the main rooms in such a manner that only one
chimney was needed .on each side of the house. The woodwork and floors
were of the highest quality southern white pine but later occupants
added oak flooring to the first floor. The full basement included an
area set aside as a wine cellar.

‘The exterior of the house remains basically the same as the
original, except that shutters have been added and apparently two small
frame additions, one on the north side and the other on the west end
closing in part of the porch. The present owners are in the process of
restoring the building.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE AR

The William A. Harris house near Linwood was erected in 1553 for
the man regarded as the United States' foremost authority on Shorthorn
cattle breeding. e

William Alexander Harris was born in Virginia October 29, 1841,
graduated from Columbian College in 1859 and Virginia Military Institute
in 1861, and then served in the Confederate army as assistant adjutant-
general of Wilcox's brigade, Longstreet's division, and later as ord-
nance officer of D. H. Hill's division. After the war he came to Kansas
and was employed as a civil engineer in construction of the Union Pacific
railroad from Leavenworth to Lawrence and then as resident engineer until
the road was completed west to the Colorado line in 1868. 1In 1868 he
was appointed land agent for the sale of lands acquired by the railroads
from the Delawares and other Indian tribes. While acting in that
capacity until 1884, he made his home in Lawrence.

In 1876 he began raising Shorthorn cattle on former Indian lands
which he had earlier acquired in southwestern Leavenworth county. At
that time the Shorthorn breed was ata low point in the United States
because of a belief that only red-color bulls could produce desirable
purebred calves. White and red-and-white bulls of high quality went to
common herds for moderate prices, while purebred breeders acquired the
much more expensive but often inferior red bulls. The Shorthorn breed
had accordingly declined and ranked below the Angus and Hereford in the
show ring, the market and in stockmen's opinions.

Harris, instead of following the same unsuccessful pattern, dis-
regarded the color fad and acquired a red-and-white bull of good
quality. His belief was that a pedigree didn't mean anything unless
the animal itself was of high gquality. His goal was to restore the
Shorthorn's reputation as a beef producer. He later imported a Scotch
Shorthorn bull, Baron Victor, and the resulting calf crops established
the fame of his herd. Cattle of such merit were produced that Linwood
became the Mecca for Shorthorn breeders in America. Harris' herd
furnished the sires of Shorthorn calves that restored the breed's fame.

In 1883 Harris began the construction of a large frame house on a
bluff overlooking his barns, pasture and orchard to the south. The
Linwood Leader on December 27, 1883, described it as a ". . . palatial
residence, grand and beautiful, and supplied with all the conveniences
that this age of improvement affords, necessary to make it pleasant and
comfortable, and to enlighten the laborers of household duties."
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Harris' fame as a Shorthorn breeder made his name a household word
in Kansas. Politically he had been a Democrat until 1890 when he identi-
fied with the Populist party. 1In 1892 he was elected as Congressman-at-
large from Kansas. Defeated in a re-election attempt in 1894, he was
elected to the state senate in 1896. And in January, 1897, he was selected
by the legislature to be the state's junior U. S. Senator. For a former
Confederate officer, this was a most remarkable accomplishment in Kansas,
a state at that time dominated politically by Union veterans. It was said
by some that his selection indicated the "bloody shirt" had finally been
buried in Kansas.

His increasing involvement in politics forced him to spend less and
less time with his Shorthorn herd at Linwood. Through his personal
attention the herd had been brought to a high state of perfection, but
without his oversight, the high quality could not be maintained. Conse-
quently he decided to dispose of his herd in 1896.

After his term in the U. S. Senate ended, he was employed by the
National Livestock Association in Chicago but M/malntained his home in
Lawrence. (The Linwood farm had been sold iW 1901.) 1In 1906 he was the
Democratic candidate for governor of Kansas and was defeated by only
2,000 votes. He died in Chicago in December, 1909, and was returned to
Lawrence for burial.

Sen. William A. Harris was one of the most remarkable political
figures of late 19th century Kansas. But it was his accomplishments in
the field of Shorthorn breeding which brought him a greater renown.
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