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1. Name 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Expires 10-31-87 

For NPS UM only 

JUL 2 1 198T received 

dateentered^' 

historic The Mew R i d i n g C lub 

and or common same 

2. Location 
street & number 52 Henenvfay Street N/A_ not for publication 

city, town Boston l i /A vicinity of 

state Massachusetts code 025 county Suffolk code 025 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip 

district public 
building(s) X private 
structure both 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on 
object In process 

being considered 

Status 
i i occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Access ib le 
yes: restricted 
yes: unrestricted 

X no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: s o c i a l 

4. Owner of Property 
I A) me i'iews L in i ted Partnersh 

name (S) Badminton and Tennis Club 
ID 

street & numljer 
(A) 597 T r e n o n t S t r e e t 
(B) Henenway S t r e e t 

city, town Bos ton ^ ^ i n l t y of state Ma. ;^ach iKPt tc : 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Suffolk County Registry of Deeds 

street & number 
Suffolk County Courthouse 

city, town 
Boston 

state 
Massachusetts 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title 

I n v e n t o r y o f H i s t o r i c A s s e t s o f t h e Comrjonwealth o f Massachuset ts ; 
bLi. ^survey o f The ^ e n ^ ^ this property been determined eligible? yes no 

date 1984 
federal state county local 

depository for survey records M.o<̂ ;,rhu--̂ ttc; Mi^torical Connission and Boston Landmarks 

cKy, town 
CoiMiniss ion. C i t y H a l l 

Bos ton state 
i ' lassachuse-cts 



7. Description The New Ridinq Club, Boston, Massachusetts 

Condition Check one Check one 
exce{lent deteriorated _X unaltered _2L original site 

— good ruins altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Descr ibe the present and or ig ina l (if known) phys ica l appearance 

The New Riding Club bui ld ing,Boston, stands at the southeast corner of 
Hemenway and Norway Streets in an area of ear ly twentieth century apartment 
bu i ld ings. The Tudor Revival/Queen Anne s ty le bu i ld ing occupies a l l of i t s 
l o t , which slopes south and eastward, creat ing an above-ground basement at the 
rear (south). 

The bu i ld ing possesses two facades (north and west elevat ions) that are faced 
with tan brick above a red brick basement, while rear elevations (south and 
east) are faced wi th common red b r i c k . Trimmings consist of red br ick 
(facades only) and rock-faced sandstone. The structure is enclosed by a f l a t 
roo f , the north and west elevat ion of which are steeply pitched roofs broken 
by numerous gables trittmed with ha l f - t imber ing and rough, pebbled stucco. On 
i t s west slope, the pitched roof has three major gables set over pro ject ing 
pavi l ions at the lower s t o r i es ; between the south and center gables is a 
s ingle dormer enclosed by three small gables. Between the center and north 
gables is a s ingle gabled dormer. A l l facade gables are decorated with 
ornamental ha l f - t imber ing wi th stuccoed panels. The north elevation has a 
wide central dormer with three gables; f lank ing the center are two smaller 
dormers set halfway up the plane of the roof . A corbel led br ick cornice 
encircles the bu i ld ing at the head of the second s tory on the facades and at 
the roo f l i ne on the rear e levat ions. 

I 9 Windows are a symmetrically placed and vary in size and conf igurat ion; 
indiv idual sash units are wood-frame ranging from 1/1 to 20/20. A l l windows 
in masonry openings have sandstone s i l l s ; those on the two facades also have 
rock-faced sandstone l i n t e l s . 

The pr inc ipal facade (west e levat ion) faces Hemenway Street and is nearly 
symmetrical about a central three-bay pav i l i on . The central pav i l ion (2 1/2 
s tor ies) is flanked by a two-bay section (nor th , 2 s tor ies) and a three-bay 
section (south, 2 s t o r i e s ) , which terminate in ident ica l end pavi l ions (2 1/2 
s t o r i e s ) . The corners of the pavi l ions are trimmed with red br ick forming 
quoins, as are window openings. 

The central pav i l ion is symmetrically arranged, containing an arched entry 
with a panelled doorway and two t r i p a r t i t e windows (1/1) at the f i r s t s to ry , a 
group of f i v e windows (1/1) f lanked by two sets of double windows (1/1) at the 
second s tory , and a group of three windows (20/20) in the gable. End 
pavi l ions are i d e n t i c a l , each containing three arched windows (3/3) at the 
f i r s t - s t o r y , a group of four windows (12/12)with six-pane transoms in a 
corbelled bay at the second s tory and an o r i e l with diamond-pane casements in 
the gable. Between the central and south pav i l ions , the elevation contains 
three evenly spaced windows (6/6) at the f i r s t s tory and a pro ject ing gabled 
dormer with three windows (20/20) at the second s tory . Near the r idge of the 
roof are two shed dormers, each with f ive-pane l i g h t s . 

continued 
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The north elevation faces Norway Street and is nearly symmetrical around a 
pro ject ing central pav i l ion (one s tory) f lanked by four-bay sections (east, 
four stor ies and west, 2 1/2 s t o r i e s ) . Masonry and gable de ta i l s resemble 
those of the pr inc ipal facade, although somewhat s imp l i f i ed . The central 
pavi l ion contains three arched windows (two s tor ies high) flanked by a pair of 
narrow rectangular windows (blocked), which r i se from the basement to a 
strinqcourse at the base of the second s to ry ; above are three half- t imbered 
gables each of which contains t r i p a r t i t e windows (blocked). West of the 
central pav i l ion at the f i r s t s tory are paired window (9/9) flanked by two 
narrow windows (blocked). At the west end of the e levat ion, a modern garage 
door has been ins ta l led at an o r ig ina l doorway. West of the central pavi l ion 
at the second s tory are four windows (4 /4 ) ; at the a t t i c is a half- t imbered 
dormer with three windows (15/15) and two gables. The section east of the 
central pav i l ion is ident ica l to the foregoing descr ipt ion except at the f i r s t 
story where th is section has two sets of paired windows (blocked) and, at the 
e levat ion 's east end, two sets of square l i g h t (blocked). 

The east elevation (rear) faces an a l ley (Whipple Street) and is b u i l t of 
common b r i ck . Most of t h i s e levat ion , set on a slope, is four low stor ies 
h igh, havinq been desiqned as a s tab le. South o f the gable (northeast corner 
of the bu i l d i ng ) , t h i s elevation is 29 bays long wi th evenly spaced windows, 
one per bay. A l l but three 3/3 windows and one 6/6 window at the second story 
are blocked. The gabled section of t h i s elevation contains six unevenly 
spaced windows. At the south end, a wide opening has been cut for a garage 
door, while next to i t a s imi lar modern door has been ins ta l led in an or ig ina l 
opening. Near the center of th is elevation are two more large plywood doors 
set in o r ig ina l openings with arched heads. Toward the north end are four 
large blocked windows, one of which appears to have been cut in the twentieth 
century as a door. 

The south elevation is large ly concealed from st reet view, havinq a party wall 
at i t s f i r s t s tory. Upper s tor ies are dominated by f i v e arched windows 
(blocked) that are two stor ies h iqh; at the east corner, a broad, segmental 
arch (blocked) now contains a door. Paired rectangular windows (blocked) are 
set in segmental arches arranged asymmetrically at the second, t h i r d , and 
fourth s to r ies . Finishes are unornamented, resembling those of the east 
e levat ion. 

The former New Riding Club bu i ld ing is divided i n t e r n a l l y in to unequal th i rds 
consist ing of clubrooms, changing rooms and storage areas (west), an open 
r i d ing r i ng now used as tennis courts (center ) , and a former stable (east ) . 
The former r i d i ng r i ng occupies the largest part of the st ructure and is 
separated from clubrooms by a wood-and-glass p a r t i t i o n , while the former 
stable is separated from the res t of the bu i ld ing by a brick f i r e w a l l 
o r i g i n a l l y pierced by two internal doors at the level of the ground f l o o r . 

continued 





8. S ign i f icance The New Riding Club, Boston, Massachusetts 

Period Areas of Signi f icance—Check and jus t i fy below 
pretiistoric arctieology-prehistoric _ community planning _ . landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 _ A architecture education military ^ Asocial/ 
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 
1900- communications industry politics/government transportation 

invention other (specify) 

Speci f ic dates 1891-1892 Bui lder /Arch i tect W i l l a r d T . Sears 

Sta tement of S ign i f icance (in one paragraph) 

The New Riding Club Boston, and i t s attached stable possess s igni f icance as a 
well-preserved example of Tudor Revival/Oueen Anne s ty le archi tecture as well 
as h i s to r i ca l associations with a prominent Boston arch i tect and with a Boston 
social c lub. The New Riding Club reta ins i n t e g r i t y of l oca t ion , design, 
se t t i ng , mater ia ls , workmanship, fee l ing and assocation and meets c r i t e r i a A 
and C of the National Register on the local l e v e l . • 

An outstanding and rare local example of half- t imbered Tudor 
Revival/Queen-Anne s ty le a rch i tec tu re , the New Riding Club preserves nearly 
a l l the elements of i t s o r ig ina l design, including ha l f - t imber ing , pro ject ing 
gables, sandstone s i l l s and l i n t e l s , red br ick quoins, and beltcourses. The 
New Riding Club was b u i l t on a s i t e previously occupied by a brick indust r ia l 
bu i ld ing owned by the Boston Water Power Company when the area around Hemenway 
Street (then Parker Street) was part of the Gravel ly Point cross dam/mill 
complex. Restr ict ions on the development of the s i te for a r i d i n g club and , 
horse stable were speci f ied by deed to insure that no entrance for horses or • 
vehicles be erected on Parker Street (fortner name of Hemenway Street) and that 
the southerly wal l of the bu i ld ing be erected wi th in one year of September 21 , 
1891. The club apparently was not completely f in ished for several years, and 
although the Boston Directory fo r 1892 l i s t s The New Riding Club, the 
organizat ion's by laws of 1895 suggest that the bu i ld ing was s t i l l under 
construct ion. Bu i l t in 1891-1892, the club bu i ld ing was desiqned by Wi l lard ^ 
T. Sears (1837-1920), at that time a pr inc ipa l wi th Charles A. Cummings, of 
the prominent Boston arch i tec tura l f i r m of Cummings and Sears. Sears f i r s t 
worked in Boston in the 1850s in the o f f i c e of Gridley J . F. Bryant. In the 
ear ly 1860s, he formed a partnership wi th Cummings, which continued un t i l ^ 
Cummings' ret irement in 1895. Like other Boston f irms of the 1870s, Cummings 
and Sears was act ive in the reconstruct ion of downtown Boston fo l lowing the : • 
1872 f i r e . Included among Sears' best-known designs are the Chapel in Mount 
Auburn Cemetery, Cambridge, and the Isabel la Stewart Gardner House (now the 
Gardner Museum). A major contract ing f i r m in the Boston area, Woodbury and 
Leighton, the bui lders of the New Riding Club, were in charge of the 
construction for several landmark bui ldings in Boston including the Boston ' • 
Public L ibrary, F i r s t Church of Christ Sc ient is t (Renaissance Revival 
Bu i ld ing) , the Internat ional Trust Bu i ld ing , and the Boston YMCA. 

The Fenway area in which the New Riding Club is located began to be developed ' 
in the 1890s. Although i t had been envisioned as an a f f l uen t res ident ia l area . 
of large townhouses, by the ear ly twentieth century i t was rap id l y acquir ing a 
mixtur^e of cu l tu ra l and educational i n s t i t u t i ons interspersed with apartment 
bui ld ings. This pattern of use has remained to the present. 

continued 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
See continuation sheet 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property,less .than o n e - a c r e 
- . , Boston South 
Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale 1 :25 ,000 

UTM References 
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Verba l boundary desc r ip t i on and j us t i f i ca t i on 
The nominated property includes only that property shown as 52 Henenway Street on Boston 
Assessors' Map 23N-11E. 

List a l l s ta tes and coun t i es for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or coun ty boundar ies 

state 
M/A 

code county code 
state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Kin Withsrs 3rengle/(Revised by) Chr ist ine Scott Beard 

organization Architectural Conservation Trust date March 1987 

street & number 45 School Street telephone 617-523-8578 

city or town 
Boston 

state i'lassachusetts 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state -K_ local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 8&-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has t>een evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature \/(j(iijUjg. ( ^JlMMb 

l l S i Executive Director, Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
title State Historic Preservation Officer date 

•4 For NPS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is Included In the National Register 

date 
-r 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 
G P O 91 I -SSS 
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WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
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CU resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
LD owner objection 
d ] appeal 

d ] sample [Zl request Substantive Review/: 

Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date 
Date Due: 

>.rtn ad !v -ACCEPT - f r 7 

^ ••^•^ REJECT 
Federal Agency: 

appeal d ] NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CD good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

CD ruins 

CU unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

CD original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CD sumnnary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
CD alterations/integrity 
CD dates 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in orte paragraph) 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
CD applicable criteria 
CD justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource 
• context 
1 I relationship of integrity to significance 
CD justification of exception 
CD other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CD Maps 
CD Photographs 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed.— Date Phone: 

G P O 9 1 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may te continued on an attached sheet 













The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of the Secretary of State 

Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Valerie A. Talmage 
Executive Director 
Stale Historic Preservation Officer J 

\ 
IL 

JUL 

July 12, 1987 

Carol Shull 
National Register of H i s to r i c Places 
Itepartment of the I n t e r i o r 
a t i o n a l Park Service 
P.O. BDX 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Nfe. Shul l : 

Riclosed you w i l l f i n d the fo l lowing nanination forms: 

TSm Boston properties are being submitted: 

Congress Street F i re Stat ion, 344 Congress Street 

New Riding Club, 52 Hemenway Street, HPQV #0618-84-MA-85-0799 

Concord, Mott Shaw, Thomas Estate, 317 Garfield Road, HPCA H0297m. 

Southbridge, Southbridge Town H a l l , 41 Elm Street 

Waltham, Lawrence, Phineas House, 257 Trapelo Road 

A l l have been voted e l i g i b l e by the State Review Board and have been 
signed by the State H i s t o r i c Preservation O f f i c e r . Owners were n o t i f i e d 
of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting 
and were afforded the opportunity to comnent. Ccnments received to date 
are attached to the nomination form. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg ( J 
r a t iona l Register Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Conmission 

BF/ls 

Riclosure 

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 


