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1. Name
historic The Mew Riding Club
and or common are
2. Location
street & number 52 Henenvfay Street N/A_ not for publication
city, town Boston li/A vicinity of
state Massachusetts code 025 county Suffolk code 025
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public ii occupied agriculture museum
building(s) X private unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object In process yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
X no military other: social
4. Owner of Property
IA) me iiews Linited PartnershiD
name (S) Badminton and Tennis Club
_ (A) 597 Trenont Street
street & numljer (B) Henenway Street
city, town Boston Ahinlty of state Ma.:*achiKPttc:
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Suffol k Cbunty Regl st ry of Deeds
Suffol k Gounty GCourthouse
street & number
Bost on Massachuset t s

city, town state

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of Historic Assets of the Comrjonwealth of Massachusetts;

title bLi. “survey of The ”~en”A” this property been determined eligible? yes no
date 1984 federal state county local
depository for survey records Mo<Y,, rhu--"ttc; M torical Connission and Boston Landmar ks

CoiMinission. City Hall .
i'lassachuse-cts
cKy, town Boston state



7. Descrlptlon The New Riding Club, Boston, Massachusetts

Condition Check one Check one
exce{lent deteriorated _X unaltered _2L original site
— good ruins altered moved date
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The New Riding Club building,Boston, stands at the southeast corner of
Hemenway and Norway Streets in an area of early twentieth century apartment
buildings. The Tudor Revival/Queen Anne style building occupies all of its
lot, which slopes south and eastward, creating an above-ground basement at the
rear (south).

The building possesses two facades (north and west elevations) that are faced
with tan brick above a red brick basement, while rear elevations (south and
east) are faced with common red brick. Trimmings consist of red brick
(facades only) and rock-faced sandstone. The structure is enclosed by a flat
roof, the north and west elevation of which are steeply pitched roofs broken
by numerous gables trittmed with half-timbering and rough, pebbled stucco. On
its west slope, the pitched roof has three major gables set over projecting
pavilions at the lower stories; between the south and center gables is a
single dormer enclosed by three small gables. Between the center and north
gables is a single gabled dormer. All facade gables are decorated with
ornamental half-timbering with stuccoed panels. The north elevation has a
wide central dormer with three gables; flanking the center are two smaller
dormers set halfway up the plane of the roof. A corbelled brick cornice
encircles the building at the head of the second story on the facades and at
the roofline on the rear elevations.

Windows are a symmetrically placed and vary in size and configuration;
individual sash units are wood-frame ranging from 1/1 to 20/20. All windows
in masonry openings have sandstone sills; those on the two facades also have
rock-faced sandstone lintels.

The principal facade (west elevation) faces Hemenway Street and is nearly
symmetrical about a central three-bay pavilion. The central pavilion (2 1/2
stories) is flanked by a two-bay section (north, 2 stories) and a three-bay
section (south, 2 stories), which terminate in identical end pavilions (2 1/2
stories). The corners of the pavilions are trimmed with red brick forming
quoins, as are window openings.

The central pavilion is symmetrically arranged, containing an arched entry
with a panelled doorway and two tripartite windows (1/1) at the first story, a
group of five windows (1/1) flanked by two sets of double windows (1/1) at the
second story, and a group of three windows (20/20) in the gable. End
pavilions are identical, each containing three arched windows (3/3) at the
first-story, a group of four windows (12/12)with six-pane transoms in a
corbelled bay at the second story and an oriel with diamond-pane casements in
the gable. Between the central and south pavilions, the elevation contains
three evenly spaced windows (6/6) at the first story and a projecting gabled
dormer with three windows (20/20) at the second story. Near the ridge of the
roof are two shed dormers, each with five-pane lights.

continued
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The north elevation faces Norway Street and is nearly symmetrical around a
projecting central pavilion (one story) flanked by four-bay sections (east,
four stories and west, 2 1/2 stories). Masonry and gable details resemble
those of the principal facade, although somewhat simplified. The central
pavilion contains three arched windows (two stories high) flanked by a pair of
narrow rectangular windows (blocked), which rise from the basement to a
stringcourse at the base of the second story; above are three half-timbered
gables each of which contains tripartite windows (blocked). West of the
central pavilion at the first story are paired window (9/9) flanked by two
narrow windows (blocked). At the west end of the elevation, a modern garage
door has been installed at an original doorway. West of the central pavilion
at the second story are four windows (4/4); at the attic is a half-timbered
dormer with three windows (15/15) and two gables. The section east of the
central pavilion is identical to the foregoing description except at the first
story where this section has two sets of paired windows (blocked) and, at the
elevation's east end, two sets of square light (blocked).

The east elevation (rear) faces an alley (Whipple Street) and is built of
common brick. Most of this elevation, set on a slope, is four low stories
high, having been designed as a stable. South of the gable (northeast corner
of the building), this elevation is 29 bays long with evenly spaced windows,
one per bay. All but three 3/3 windows and one 6/6 window at the second story
are blocked. The gabled section of this elevation contains six unevenly
spaced windows. At the south end, a wide opening has been cut for a garage
door, while next to it a similar modern door has been installed in an original
opening. Near the center of this elevation are two more large plywood doors
set in original openings with arched heads. Toward the north end are four
large blocked windows, one of which appears to have been cut in the twentieth
century as a door.

The south elevation is largely concealed from street view, having a party wall
at its first story. Upper stories are dominated by five arched windows
(blocked) that are two stories high; at the east corner, a broad, segmental
arch (blocked) now contains a door. Paired rectangular windows (blocked) are
set in segmental arches arranged asymmetrically at the second, third, and
fourth stories. Finishes are unornamented, resembling those of the east
elevation.

The former New Riding Club building is divided internally into unequal thirds
consisting of clubrooms, changing rooms and storage areas (west), an open
riding ring now used as tennis courts (center), and a former stable (east).
The former riding ring occupies the largest part of the structure and is
separated from clubrooms by a wood-and-glass partition, while the former
stable is separated from the rest of the building by a brick firewall
originally pierced by two internal doors at the level of the ground floor.
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8. Significance The New Riding Club, Boston, Massachusetts

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
pretiistoric arctieology-prehistoric _ community planning _ . landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 _ A architecture education military A Asociall
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry politics/government transportation
invention other (specify)
Specific dates 1891-1892 Builder/Architect Willard T. Sears

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The New Riding Club Boston, and its attached stable possess significance as a
well-preserved example of Tudor Revival/Oueen Anne style architecture as well

as historical associations with a prominent Boston architect and with a Boston
social club. The New Riding Club retains integrity of location, design,

setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and assocation and meets criteria A

and C of the National Register on the local level. .

An outstanding and rare local example of half-timbered Tudor

Revival/Queen-Anne style architecture, the New Riding Club preserves nearly

all the elements of its original design, including half-timbering, projecting
gables, sandstone sills and lintels, red brick quoins, and beltcourses. The

New Riding Club was built on a site previously occupied by a brick industrial
building owned by the Boston Water Power Company when the area around Hemenway
Street (then Parker Street) was part of the Gravelly Point cross dam/mill
complex. Restrictions on the development of the site for a riding club and :
horse stable were specified by deed to insure that no entrance for horses or .
vehicles be erected on Parker Street (fortner name of Hemenway Street) and that
the southerly wall of the building be erected within one year of September 21,
1891. The club apparently was not completely finished for several years, and
although the Boston Directory for 1892 lists The New Riding Club, the
organization's by laws of 1895 suggest that the building was still under
construction. Built in 1891-1892, the club building was designed by Willard *
T. Sears (1837-1920), at that time a principal with Charles A. Cummings, of

the prominent Boston architectural firm of Cummings and Sears. Sears first
worked in Boston in the 1850s in the office of Gridley J. F. Bryant. In the

early 1860s, he formed a partnership with Cummings, which continued until A
Cummings' retirement in 1895. Like other Boston firms of the 1870s, Cummings
and Sears was active in the reconstruction of downtown Boston following the Do

1872 fire. Included among Sears' best-known designs are the Chapel in Mount
Auburn Cemetery, Cambridge, and the lIsabella Stewart Gardner House (now the
Gardner Museum). A major contracting firm in the Boston area, Woodbury and
Leighton, the builders of the New Riding Club, were in charge of the

construction for several landmark buildings in Boston including the Boston "o
Public Library, First Church of Christ Scientist (Renaissance Revival

Building), the International Trust Building, and the Boston YMCA

The Fenway area in which the New Riding Club is located began to be developed
in the 1890s. Although it had been envisioned as an affluent residential area
of large townhouses, by the early twentieth century it was rapidly acquiring a
mixtur*e of cultural and educational institutions interspersed with apartment
buildings. This pattern of use has remained to the present.

continued



9. Major Bibliographical References

See continuation sheet

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property,less .than one-acre

Quadrangle name Boston Sout Quadrangle scale 1:25,000
UTM References
A
LLU 1427 §7P |4,5/0,9(9,7,0] B oL L
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
T O bul Mil

FLU |l elee] o] e]]]

G L

Verbal boundary description and justification
The nominated property includes only that property shown as 52 Henenway Street on Boston
Assessors' Map 23N-11E.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state
M/A
state &gde E8HRY g8ge
11. Form Prepared By
nameftitle Kin Withsrs 3rengle/(Revised by) Christine Scott Beard
organization Architectural Conservation Trust date March 1987
street & number 45 School Street telephone 617-523-8578
B t HU
city or town oston state 'lassachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state -K_ local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 8&-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has t>een evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature V(j(iijVjg. ( ™JIMMb
Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commission
title State Historic Preservation Officer date
For NPS use only 4
| hereby certify that this property is Included In the National Register
date
Attest: date

Chief of Registration

GPO 911 -SSS
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appeal
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1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Ownership
Public Acquisition

Category

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes

7. Description

Condition
excellent | I deteriorated
CD good CD ruins

o fair CU unexposed

Status
Accessible

Check one
unaltered
altered
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CD completeness

CD clarity
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CD dates
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Working No.
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in orte paragraph)

CD summary paragraph

CD completeness

CD clarity

CD applicable criteria

CD justification of areas checked

CD relating significance to the resource

e context

1 Irelationship of integrity to significance
CD justification of exception

CD other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CD Maps
CD Photographs
e other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed.— Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may te continued on an attached sheet

GPO 918-450


















The Commonwedalth of M assachusts

Office of the Secretary of State

Michagl Josgph Connolly, Secretary \
IL
Massachusetts Historical Commission
VderieA. Tdmage JL
Executive Director J
Sale Historic Preservation Officer
July 12, 1987

Carol Shull
National Register of Historic Places
Itepartment of the Interior
ational Park Service
P.O. BDX 37127
Washington, DC 20013-7127
Dear Nfe. Shull:
Riclosed you will find the following nanination forms:
T9n Boston properties are being submitted:

Congress Street Fire Station, 344 Congress Street

New Riding Club, 52 Hemeway Street, HRQV #0618-84-MA-85-0799
Concord, Mott Shaw, Thomas Estate, 317 Garfield Road, HPCA HO0297m.
Southbridge, Southbridge Town Hall, 41 Elm Street
Waltham, Lawrence, Phineas House, 257 Trapelo Road
All have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified
of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting
and were afforded the opportunity to comnent. Ccnments received to date
are attached to the nomination form.

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg (J
rational Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Conmission
BF/Is

Riclosure

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massechusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470



