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1. Name
historic Christ Church
and or common Same
2. Location
street & number 1220 River Street NA not for publication
city, town Boston (Hyde Park) NA vicinity of
state M assachusetts code 025 county Suffolk code 025
3. Classiffication
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public X occupied agriculture museum
A building(s) A private unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process A yes:restricted government scientific
RL” being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:
4. Owner off Property
Parish of Christ Church
nane
street & number 1220 River Street
city, town Boston NA  vicinity of state Massachusetts 02136

5. Location off Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Norfolk County Courthouse,

street & number 650 Hi gh Street

Dedham, M assachusetts Boston

city, town

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Suffolk Country Registry of Deeds

Penberton Square

satel M assachusetts

a) Inventory of the Historic Assets of the Commonwealth
title of Massachusetts FoOrRM // HP 506 NNA property been determined eligible? yes no
date August 1981 federal state county local

Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

depository for survey records

city, town Boston,

state M assachusetts
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The interior of the Church i sorganized by a pair of pointed arched stone
arcades which separate the nave from the side aisles and lead tothe
chancel. The high ceiling of the nave and choir i s conposed of dark
wooden beans supported by sinple trusses. Antique oak wainscoting of
rectangul ar panels and a shoul der-height nolded rail line thewalls of

the aisles and the rear of the nave, contrasting with theoff-white stone
wall's. The paneling i s repeated on the [ ower sections of the sinple
stone piers. A sinple nolded rail outlines theclerestory level. The
fixed oak pews have carved cinquefoil panels i ntheir end boards. Along
the right side aisle a Lady's Chapel was furnished i n1914.

In contrast tothesimplicity of thenave i sthenmore decorated fabric of
the chancel. An intricately carved oak rood screen separates thetwo
sections of the Church. The chancel i s conposed of thechoir lined with
oak pews and an organ case and the sanctuary with the altar and related
furniture. A gradual series of steps elevates the sanctu ary andthe
altar, the focal point of the Church, above the floor of the nave.

Behind thealtar i sa finely carved wooden reredos conposed of cinquefoil
panels with projecting stone carved figures of the four Evangelists. The
slightly lower, arched ceiling of the sanctuary further distinguishes
this section fromthe rest of theChurch.

The five clerestory windows lining each side of the nave have di anond
shaped panes of various shades of yellow. Stained glass fills the
cathedral window over thealtar, four of theeight side aisle w ndows,
and the Lady Chapel window. D anond shaped panes of various shades of
pink fill therest of thew ndows.

Designed t o coomenorate thelife of Christ, thefine collection of
stained glass represents theevolution of this art over 50 years, from t.
1895-1945. I n 1895 the Crucifixion w ndow was installed, representing
the Tiffany-type opal escent window, i nwhich, strands of color were
introduced into the molten glass. The only painting i nthe window i son
the flesh and i nthe lettering. Harry Goodhue, a talented Boston
designer, didthe figure window over thealtar i n 1901, featuring Christ,

the two Marys and Saints Peter and Paul. H achieved hisfine colors and
forms through the use of two |ayers of glass, antique transparent and
opal escent i nthe manner pioneered by John La Farge. | n 1901 Sarah

Whitman  designed the Lady's Chapel wi ndow depicting Christ after the
Temptation i nthe Garden of Gethsenene.

Continued
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The last three windows areEnglish-inspired. 1 n1912the Resurrection

wi ndow was added. Based on windows i nSalisbury Cathedral, portions of
its background represent thegrisaille tradition. Developed i n 13th
century England, this nethod nade use of only slightly tinted or clear
glass on which foliated patterns were painted. The enphasis of these was
based upon light and design instead of color and figures. 1 n1925 the
wel | -known London firm of Powell and Sons: Whitefriars G ass Wrks nade
the All Saints'" w ndow. Their synbolic signature of a robed white friar
is located i nthelower right hand corner. The last window, the Good
Shepherd, was designed i n 1945 by thefirm of Reynolds, Francis and
Rohnst ock of Boston, al | of whose principals were trained i nt he Connick
studio. Previously they had executed windows for theCathedral of St.
John theDivine, thePrinceton Chapel and t heWshington Cathedral.
all thewi ndows i nChrist Church, this w ndow nost nearly represents t he
medi eval tradition of enphasis on theprimary colors. The w ndows ar e
currently i nfair condition due t obuckling problens.

The original 1861church building was a simple Gothic style wood franme,
gable roofed structure with bell tower anddecorative bargeboards. I n
1893 this structure was noved t ot herear of thelot t oserve as the
Parish House. 1 n1913, theoriginal interior fabric of thesingle story
central hall was retained within an extensively enlarged and remodel |l ed
Parish House. Qam and Ferguson enlarged theParish House into a stone
structure abutting theChurch with theaddition of twow ngs and atwo
story section i ntherear t oproduce thecurrent building. |t hasa
steeply pitched roof andi ssimlar i nitsstone wall surfaces and
compatible i n style totheChurch. A broad cross gable extends fromt he
north side, sheltering a recessed offset entrance. Wndow openingsi n
the parish house arefilled with grouped units of square above vertical >
rectangles, each divided into small panes. Two small hipped dormers
project fromtheroof on thenorth.



8. Slgnifficance Christ Church, Boston (Hyde Park), MA

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 X architecture education military social/
1700-1799 ~  art engineering music humanitarian
_X_ 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy . theater
1900- communications industry politics/government transportation
invention other (specify)

Specific dates 1893-4; 1913; 1920 Builder/Architect Ralph Adams Cram

Statement of Significance (inone paragraph)

,1 roo. Ao f -H fx

Christ Church possesses integrity of location, design, materials,

wor kmanshi p, setting, andassociation andneets criterion Cof the

National Register of Historic Places. | ti ssignificant as an excellent

local exanple of thelate Gothic Revival, designed byt he forenmost si-:
proponent of this style, Ralph Adans Gram andreflects his ideas onr

village parish church design andtheinportance of art t oreligion. TotP-rJH

Church possesses several fine stained glass w ndows designed by noted ii- .-r.\;
Boston andLondon firms, dating from 1895-1945. - -l . - o™ B VY., >
The Episcopal Parish of Christ Church, theoldest church organization"'"in: » ¢
Hyde Park, was formally established on Nove nber 8, 1860, eight years eVi >e
before Hyde Park became incorporatedas atown. | nl1861, theParish

built thefirst church i nHyde Park, a sinple wood frame Gothic Revival ‘'iii. ;!

structure with tower. Thealtar used i nthelady's Chapel i sfromthe " s*Hsn
original church. By 1890t hegrowing Parish needed a |arger church.
They dreaned of a stone church t ooccupy thecentral position onthetown

square. TheVestry approved theplans submtted by thefirm of Cram ke f
Wentworth and Goodhue i nMay 1893. The cornerstone was |aid on Sept enber "

20, 1893, andt heformal opening was held on Decenber 4, 1894. The original
church, noved t ot herear of t heproperty, becane t he Pari sh House. .,
Ral ph Adans Cram (1863-1942) iscredited by Dougl as Shand Tucci i n Church -rM-..
Building inBoston, 1720-1970, with "revolutionizing thevisual inage of

Anmerican Christianity i nthefirst four decades of this century" -

(p. 49). As thedesigner of such major works as St. Thomas Church, < S sdT
Cathedral of St. John theDivine andPrinceton University Chapel, Gam f'MJ)'N?
was t heleader of thelate Gothic Revival Style. Rejectingthe S NN K
artificial andgaudy forms of Victorian Gothic, Qramproposed t oreturri

church architecture t ot he Perpendicular Gothic style of nearly 16th

century England at a point where Henry VII| andt heReformation had cut

off itsevolution. Hisintent was not t ocopy nodel s* as he thought Pugin

and other proponents of theEarly Gothic Revival haddone, but to

continue it sdevel opment "along what mght be assuned t obe |ogical

lines, with dueregard t ot hechanging conditionsof contenporary e |
culture" (Cram M Life i nArchitecture, p. 73). - =8>

VWhile CGramis first church. All Saints' at Ashnmont (Dorchesterjf i s 'L AVt
considered tobehisnasterpi ece of suburban parishchurcharchitecturej ~'' o' ' A
Christ Churchiscitedtobeone"of thenost inportant of Cramand ~inic
Goodhue' s early local churches,” andof this groupof four it isthe' ‘eeN".A7A
earliest.® Designed immediately after All Saints', Christ Church

helped t oinfluence theuse of'theGothic style for village parish

churches that were being built in Boston's emerging suburbs i nthe last

decade of thenineteenth century andtheearly decades of t he twentieth

century. While theGeorgian style continued t obe popular, the Gothic

parish church was preval ent.
e i Continued
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Christ Church introducedtheGothic Revival style t oHyde Park,and as the
third oldest church building i nthis town,offersan interesting contrast
to theearlier Victorian Gothic and Queen Anne church buildings. The
building, theonly church i nHyde Park t o be designed by a nationally
known architect, reflects Grams talents "as a master of nass and
proportion, simply composed. Thoughthechurch was technically
incomplete. CGamwote that "the church will, even without thetower, yet
to all appearances (be) practically conplete. "

In 1912, t he Town of Hyde Park was annexed t oBoston. W thinthe context
of thelarger city, Christ Church i sone of thetwo surviving Gothic
village parish churches designed totally by Gam The other village
church i sAll Saints'.

The fine quality of theinterior design and materials denmonstrates Grams
innovative integrated design concept. For Cramart was thevisible

. expression of religious ideals and emotions. He therefore felt that for
a church tofunction as a coherent whole, al |l theart associated with it,
from thedesign of thestructure tothecarving of theinterior wooden
panel s should cone under thesupervision of thearchitect. Bertram
Goodhue, who |ater becane Gramis partner, was known as a master of
interior detail and worked on Christ Church as a draftsman. Qamal so
gathered around hi ma group of artisans tohelp himcarry out hi s ideas,
sone of whose work i srepresented i nChrist Church. The finely carved
rood screen has been initially attributed tothefirm of Irving and
Casson, although final documentation i s lacking.”

O particular note i sthefine collection of stained glass which,
designed t ocommenorate thelife of Christ, represents theevolution of
this art over 50 years, from 1895-1945. | n 1895 t he Crucifixion w ndow
was installed. 1 n1901 Sarah Wiitnman, "Qre of t hesocial and

* intellectual |eaders of her time inBoston," designed thelady's Chapel
wi ndow depicting Christ after theTenptation i nthe Garden of

e Gethsenene.”™ Harry Goodhue, a talented Boston designer, di dthe figure
wi ndow over thealtar i n1901, featuring Christ, thetwo Marys and Saints
Peter and Paul. The last three windows areEnglish-inspired. | n1912
the Resurrection wi ndow was added. 1 n 1925 t hewel|-known London firm of
Powel | and Sons: Whitefriars Gass Wrks made t he Al | Saints' w ndow.
The last w ndow, theGood Shepherd, was designed i n1945 by thefirmof
Reynol ds, Francis and Rohnstock of Boston, all of whose principals were

i trained i ntheConnick studio. Previouslythey had executed wi ndows f or
the Cathedral of St. John theDivine, thePrinceton Chapel and the
Washi ngt on Cat hedral .

Conti nued
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Dougl as Shand Tucci, Church Building i n Boston, 1720-1970. Concord,
1974. p. 49.

2. Douglas Shand Tucci, Built inBoston, p. 167.

1024-00IS
10-31-87

3. An Appeal for theNew Christ Church, Hyde Park, Massachusetts. Hyde Park,

1983. p. 13.

4. Parish Records Christ Church, Hyde Park, Massachusetts - 4/13/1891 —

12/ 28/1920. pp. 305, 306. n these pages t herood screen i smentioned
as being donated t o theChurch i n1912. There i sno mention of the

designer. Irving andCasson arelisted as t hedesigner i n Tucci's

Church Building i n Boston, p. 126, with t he Gam Archives at t he Boston
Public Library given as source. However, a recent check of t he Gam

Archives by personnel fromthelibrary's Print Departnent coul dnot
locate this reference.

5. W I bur Burnhamand Joseph G Reynolds, Jr., "Two Boston Studios
Col | aborate on Washington Cathedral Apse Wndows," Stained G ass,
XXXVm, No. [Il, Autum 1943, p. 84.

Vol .
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An Appeal for theNewChrist Church, Hyde Park, Mass. Hyde Park: Norfolk
County Gazette, 1893. (located i nChrist Church Archives)

Atlas of theCity of Boston, Ward 26, Hyde Park. Philadel phia: GW Bron ey
and Co., 1912.

Bost on Landmarks Conmission. Hyde Park Survey: Part 1 and | | . Boston:
Bost on Redevel oprment Authority, August 1981

Burnham W | bur and Reynolds, Jr., Joseph G "Two Boston Studios
Col l aborative on Washington Cathedral Apse Wndows," Stained Gl ass,
Vol . XXXVITI, No. I'll, Autorm 1943.

Christ Church-Hyde Park: 1860-1910 (50th Anniversary), (located i nChrist
Church Archives)

Conni ck, Charles. "Boston Stained dass Craftsmen," Stained G ass, Vol.
XXVITT, No. ||, Sunmer 1933

G am Ralph Adans. Church Building. Boston: Marshall Jones Co., 1924
M/ Life i nArchitecture. Boston: Little, Brown and Co.
1936

The Gothic Quest. MNewYork: Doubleday, Page and Co., 1918.

Downs, Joseph, "Stained dass by John LaFarge," Stained Gl ass, Vol. XL,
No. IV, Wnter 1945.

"English Perpendicular Gothic," The Church Militant, Vol. XIll, No. 7,
Decenber 1910.

"Formal Qpening of Christ Church." Norfolk County Gazette, Decenber 8, 1894.

Harris, Cyril M, Ed. Illustrated Dictionary of Historic Architecture.
New York: Dover Publications, Inc., 1977.

I nsurance Maps of Boston-Vol. I 1. NewYork: Sanborn Map Co., 1930.
Jenkins, Candace. Al | Saints" Church: National Register of Historic

Pl aces: Nom nation Form Boston: Massachusetts Historical
Conmi ssi on, 1979.
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Kni ght, Joseph King. Menorial Sketch of Hyde Park, Mass. - 1868-1888.
Boston: L. Barta and Co., 1888.

Lee, Lawrence, Seddon, George and Stephens, Francis. Stained Gl ass.
New York: Crown Publishers, Inc., 1976.

Menmorial File: Descriptions of Stained Gass Wndows. (located i ncChrist
Church Archives)

Mucci grosso, Robert. American Gothic: The Mnd and Art of Ral ph Adans O am
Washi ngton, D C Unversity Press of America, 1980.

Qutstanding Events i ntheHistory of theParish of Christ Church.
(prepared by Mabel Hicks, Parish Historian, February 1977.) (located
in Christ Church Archives)

Pari sh Records: Christ Church, Hyde Park, Mass. -4/13/1891-12/28/1920.
(located i nChrist Church Archives) A

Skinner, Orin B. "Boston: A Stained G ass Tour," Stained G ass, Summer 1965.

"The New Christ Church: Laying of theCorner Stone." Norfolk County Gazette,
Sept enber 28, 1893.

"The New Episcopal Church." Norfolk County Gazette, July 22, 1893.
Topographic and Planimetric Survey-Derived FromCity of Boston Assessors
Plans (6N-7E), Prepared under theDirection of t heBoston

Redevel opnent Authority, 1965.

Tucci, Douglas Shand. Built inBoston. Boston: New York Graphic Society,
1978.

Tucci, Douglas Shand. Church Building i n Boston, 1720-1970. Concord, Mass.:
The Runford Press, 1974.

Tucci, Douglas Shand. Ralph Adans Oram American Medievalist. Boston:
Boston Public Library, 1975.

Whi ffen, Marcus. Anerian Architecture Since 1780. Canbridge: M T Press, 1981.

W they, Henry andElsie. Biographical Dictionary of Anerican Architects
(Deceased). California: New Age Publishing Co., 1956.
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3. Classification
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Public Acxiuisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes CU no

7. Description

Condition Chak one Check one

excellent | | deteriorated unaltered « original site
CU good I lruins altered moved date.
CUfair | 1 unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CU summary paragraph
CU completeness

CU clarity

CU alterations/integrity
| Idates

I Iboundary selection
























T PARSH OF R ST GHRH
c/lo Ms. Reed Freenman

9 UOCHUAND ROAD, HYDE PARK
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02136
(617) 364-0022

Novenber 5, 1985 .
mi - MY

Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion el T ORANVE
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116
attention: Valerie Tal nadge

Gent | enen: .

V& understand froma letter of October 24, 1985 that Christ Church,
Hyde Park, will be considered by your State Review Board for nom na-
tion to the National Register of Historic Places on Decenber 11,

My we urge you to approve, andsubmt, this nom nation?

V& aire the ol dest church in Hyde Park; this year, infact, we are
celebrating 125 years of continuous service to Godand to the community.
125 years may not seemas "ol d" as sone of the properties you consider,
whi ch probably date back to Colonial Times, but inthe history of Hyde
Park, we are the oldes church organization, andalso the ol dest actual
chxirch building.

& equal, or perhaps nore, inportance, i s Christ Church's architectural
significance. V& are a Ral ph Adans Oram church, the second ol dest one,
pre-dated only by Al | Saints i n Ashnont. V& are svirpassed by none i n
beauty, not only inoverall design but inthe finishing touches such as
our stained glass windows andoiar hand carved rood screen. Rather than
go onat anygreater length, may |I close by saying we want this honor

not only asanaidinputting across the inportance of preserving our
church for the future, not only asanofficial recognition of our
special qualifications, not only for the prestige i t mght be thought
to bring us. W& feel it mght also serve as an exanple and inspiration
toward the preservation and care of many other historically and archi-
tecturally significant places:din Hyde Park, and give added inpetust o
the overall trend toward historical preservation - especially right here
in this town of Hyde Park.

| hope | have succeeded i nputting fo;rwan4, our case as strongly as 1 wish.

Sincerely, Elizabeth H Freeman, parishioner N
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NV 18 1980
Novenber 12, 1985
City of Bogon ,
The Ervironmant  Val erie Tal nage
Degoartmatt  Executive Director/
State Historic Preservation Officer
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

Badon Gity Hel/Room85 80 Boyl st on Street .. ' >
Bodon, MesedLedS 201 Boston, M\ 02116 ' 7y "

Dear Ms. Tal nage: ,

Mayor Flynn has forwarded your letter, concem ng theconsideration of
Christ Church, 1220 River Street, Hyde Park f ornomnation to the
National Register of Historic Places, to ne.

As  you know, the Boston Landmarks Commission has approved the

subm ssion of this nomnation and looks forward to thelisting of
Christ Church on the National Register of Historic Places.

Downey
Director

Air Rdlution Contrd, Bodon At Bak By Architedturd, Besom Hill Ardiitecturd, Bodon Ladmaks and the Corsavetion Gammisias



Dec. 2, 1985~A7A

Att: Valerie Tal nadge

| believe that Christ Churchi n
Hydd Park, Mass. shoul d be designated as an
historical |andmark because i t was designed
by Ral ph Adans Gram one of t he greatest
church architects of theUnited States, and
It i saprine example of his work.

As a vestryman of Christ Church
and recording secretary of the Hyde Park
Historical Society, | ask that you approve
this petition,

Christ Church i s celebratingit's
125th. anniversary this year and this would
add t o our celebration and benefit the
comunity of Hyde Park.

Sincerely,

ST7tIL.7 M jicAj]

RECEIVED

per.

MASS. Hloi. CO
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15 Setucket Rd
Yar mout hport, 1-lass, 02675

Dec, 6, 1985
Massachusetts Historical Qram
80 Boylston Street PAi T
Boston, l4ass, 02116
Gentlemen; DMy

It isny wish togive support tothe in-
clusion of Christ Church, Hyde MA3”" fS &PCOMM
in the National Register of Historic Ps|.ces,

Having grox-mup i nthis parish, I canrenmenber
the beauty of t hestained glass w ndows,
especially with the sunshining through.

This chuor-chwith itslong life, a dignified
odi face, deserves t ohave special respect,

Christ Chlirch should be recognized as a
historic building, and an i mportant national
treasure.

Sincerely youra,

(I-liss)3ileen Sulherland
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20 S/lomeriet St ef

ELLEN H. ANDERSON Ri:IC -----"/ED- =

ASSOCIATE COMMISSIONER

n"ci2i985 December 10, 1985

Ms. Valerie Talmage MASS. HiST. COMM.
M assachusetts Historic Commission
80 Boylston St.

Boston, jyiass. 02116 N>

Dear Ms, Tal nage,

| amwriting to support the application of Christ Church, Hyde
Park, for placenent onthe National Register. As a parishioner and
nenter of the vestry of Christ Church | have cone t o understand and
appreciate the church's inportant architectural andaxtistic qualit;
Ii\/iels aswell asitssignificance i nthe history of Hyde Park gid

ton.

The protection of historic properties has been one of ny major
concerns as a nenber of the Metropolitan District Commission. |
have cone t ocare very deeply about giving proper recognitionto
all of the treasures of our heritage i nMassachusetts, Christ
Church i sreally one of those treasures and | hope youwill be
able togive i tthe recognition and protection i t deserves.

Sincerely \

iillen H Anderson



