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1. Name 

For NPS use only 

received DEC 3 I 1985 

date entered j j ! ^ 3 Q 1985 

historic C h r i s t Church 

and or common Same 

2. Location 
street & number 1220 River Street NA ^ not for publication 

city, town Boston (Hyde Park) NA vicinity of 

state Massachusetts code 025 county S u f f o l k code 025 

3. Classiffication 
Category 

district 
^ building(s) 

structure 
site 
object 

Ownersh ip 
public 

^ private 
both ' 

Publ ic Acqu is i t ion 
in process 

R L ^ being considered 

Status 
X occupied . 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Access ib le 
^ yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner off Property 

name 
Parish of Christ Church 

street & number 1220 River Street 

city, town Boston NA vicinity of state Massachusetts 02136 

5. Location off Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. N o r f o l k County Courthouse, S u f f o l k Country R e g i s t r y o f Deeds 

street & number 650 High Street Pemberton Square 

city, town Dedham, Massachusetts Boston statei Massachusetts 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
a) Inven to ry o f the H i s t o r i c Assets of the Commonwealth  

title of Massachusetts FORM // HP 506 '̂̂ '̂  property been determined eligible? yes no 

date August 1981 federal state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

city, town Boston, state Massachusetts 
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The i n t e r i o r of the Church i s organized by a pair of pointed arched stone 
arcades which separate the nave from the side aisles and lead to the 
chancel. The high c e i l i n g of the nave and choir i s composed of dark 
wooden beams supported by simple trusses. Antique oak wainscoting of 
rectangular panels and a shoulder-height molded r a i l l i n e the walls of 
the aisles and the rear of the nave, contrasting with the off-white stone 
walls. The paneling i s repeated on the lower sections of the simple 
stone piers. A simple molded r a i l outlines the clerestory l e v e l . The 
fixed oak pews have carved cinquefoil panels i n th e i r end boards. Along 
the r i g h t side aisle a Lady's Chapel was furnished i n 1914. 

In contrast to the s i m p l i c i t y of the nave i s the more decorated fabric of 
the chancel. An i n t r i c a t e l y carved oak rood screen separates the two 
sections of the Church. The chancel i s composed of the choir lined with 
oak pews and an organ case and the sanctuary with the a l t a r and related 
f u r n i t u r e . A gradual series of steps elevates the sanctu ary and the 
a l t a r , the focal point of the Church, above the f l o o r of the nave. 
Behind the a l t a r i s a f i n e l y carved wooden reredos composed of cinquefoil 
panels with projecting stone carved figures of the four Evangelists. The 
s l i g h t l y lower, arched c e i l i n g of the sanctuary further distinguishes 
t h i s section from the rest of the Church. 

The f i v e clerestory windows l i n i n g each side of the nave have diamond 
shaped panes of various shades of yellow. Stained glass f i l l s the 
cathedral window over the a l t a r , four of the eight side aisle windows, 
and the Lady Chapel window. Diamond shaped panes of various shades of 
pink f i l l the rest of the windows. 

Designed to commemorate the l i f e of Christ, the fine c o l l e c t i o n of 
stained glass represents the evolution of t h i s art over 50 years, from t . 
1895-1945. In 1895 the Crucifixion window was i n s t a l l e d , representing 
the Tiffany-type opalescent window, i n which, strands of color were 
introduced i n t o the molten glass. The only painting i n the window i s on 
the flesh and i n the l e t t e r i n g . Harry Goodhue, a talented Boston 
designer, did the figure window over the a l t a r in 1901, featuring Christ, 
the two Marys and Saints Peter and Paul. He achieved his fine colors and 
forms through the use of two layers of glass, antique transparent and 
opalescent i n the manner pioneered by John La Farge. In 1901 Sarah 
Whitman designed the Lady's Chapel window depicting Christ after the 
Temptation i n the Garden of Gethsemene. 

. Continued 
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The l a s t three windows are English-inspired. In 1912 the Resurrection 
window was added. Based on windows i n Salisbury Cathedral, portions of 
i t s background represent the g r i s a i l l e t r a d i t i o n . Developed i n 13th 
century England, t h i s method made use of only s l i g h t l y t i n t e d or clear 
glass on which f o l i a t e d patterns were painted. The emphasis of these was 
based upon l i g h t and design instead of color and figures. In 1925 the 
well-known London f i r m of Powell and Sons: Whitefriars Glass Works made 
the A l l Saints' window. Their symbolic signature of a robed white f r i a r 
i s located i n the lower r i g h t hand corner. The last window, the Good 
Shepherd, was designed i n 1945 by the fir m of Reynolds, Francis and 
Rohnstock of Boston, a l l of whose principals were trained i n the Connick 
studio. Previously they had executed windows for the Cathedral of St. 
John the Divine, the Princeton Chapel and the Washington Cathedral. Of 
a l l the windows i n Christ Church, t h i s window most nearly represents the 
medieval t r a d i t i o n of emphasis on the primary colors. The windows are 
currently i n f a i r condition due to buckling problems. 

The o r i g i n a l 1861 church building was a simple Gothic style wood frame, 
gable roofed structure with b e l l tower and decorative bargeboards. In 
1893 t h i s structure was moved to the rear of the l o t to serve as the 
Parish House. In 1913, the o r i g i n a l i n t e r i o r fabric of the single story 
central h a l l was retained within an extensively enlarged and remodelled 
Parish House. Cram and Ferguson enlarged the Parish House int o a stone 
structure abutting the Church with the addition of two wings and a two 
story section i n the rear to produce the current building. I t has a 
steeply pitched roof and i s similar i n i t s stone wall surfaces and 
compatible i n style to the Church. A broad cross gable extends from the 
north side, sheltering a recessed offs e t entrance. Window openings i n 
the parish house are f i l l e d with grouped units of square above v e r t i c a l > 
rectangles, each divided i n t o small panes. Two small hipped dormers 
project from the roof on the north. 



8. SIgnifficance Chris t Church, Boston (Hyde Park), MA 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

_X_ 1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 

X architecture 
^ art 

commerce 
communications 

community planning 
conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

landscape architecture 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 

. theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Specific dates 1893-4; 1913; 1920 Builder/Architect Ralph Adams Cram 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

,1 r . -I •, f .-/H fx 

Christ Church possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, design, materials, 
workmanship, set t i n g , and association and meets c r i t e r i o n C of the 
National Register of Historic Places. I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t as an excellent 
local example of the Late Gothic Revival, designed by the foremost 
proponent of t h i s s t y l e , Ralph Adams Cram, and re f l e c t s his ideas on r 
vil l a g e parish church design and the importance of a r t to r e l i g i o n . TbtP-rJH 
Church possesses several fine stained glass windows designed by noted i i - .-r.V:; 
Boston and London firms, dating from 1895-1945. - -J. . r- ••̂ t .J;i.v,y..,>-r;. 

si-': 

The Episcopal Parish of Christ Church, the oldest church organization"''in: ̂  • 
Hyde Park, was formally established on Nove mber 8, 1860, eight years eVi>e 
before Hyde Park became incorporated as a town. In 1861, the Parish 
b u i l t the f i r s t church i n Hyde Park, a simple wood frame Gothic Revival " i i i . ; ^ 
structure with tower. The alt a r used i n the Lady's Chapel i s from the " s^Hsn 
o r i g i n a l church. By 1890 the growing Parish needed a larger church. - - -
They dreamed of a stone church to occupy the central position on the town 
square. The Vestry approved the plans submitted by the f i r m of Cram, .;4«~i'f 
Wentworth and Goodhue i n May 1893. The cornerstone was l a i d on September " 
20, 1893, and the formal opening was held on December 4, 1894. The o r i g i n a l 
church, moved to the rear of the property, became the Parish House. . , 
Ralph Adams Cram (1863-1942) is credited by Douglas Shand Tucci in Church -rM-.. 
Building i n Boston, 1720-1970, with "revolutionizing the visual image of 
American C h r i s t i a n i t y i n the f i r s t four decades of th i s century" - ' 
(p. 49). As the designer of such major works as St. Thomas Church, • S sdT 
Cathedral of St. John the Divine and Princeton University Chapel, Cram f'̂ Ĵ"?̂ !? 
was the leader of the Late Gothic Revival Style. Rejecting the -̂ ^ ' "'̂  *~ 
a r t i f i c i a l and gaudy forms of Victorian Gothic, Cram proposed to returri 
church architecture to the Perpendicular Gothic style of nearly 16th 
century England at a point where Henry V I I I and the Reformation had cut 
of f i t s evolution. His intent was not to copy models^ as he thought Pugin 
and other proponents of the Early Gothic Revival had done, but to 
continue i t s development "along what might be assumed to be l o g i c a l 
l i n e s , with due regard to the changing conditions of contemporary • 'j 
culture" (Cram, My Li f e i n Architecture, p. 73). -• ' r.=».5t'-->•'r."-

While Cram's f i r s t church. A l l Saints' at Ashmont (Dorchesterj f i s j'L 'f^V'it 
considered to be his masterpiece of suburban parish church architecture j ̂ ''^•''^'••'^ 
Christ Church is cited to be one "of the most important of Cram and .-i^ic 
Goodhue's early local churches," and of this group of four it is the ' '•'••^''"-^7-^. 
e a r l i e s t . ^ Designed immediately after A l l Saints', Christ Church 
helped to influence the use of the Gothic style for v i l l a g e parish 
churches that were being b u i l t i n Boston's emerging suburbs i n the la s t 
decade of the nineteenth century and the early decades of the twentieth 
century. While the Georgian style continued to be popular, the Gothic 
parish church was prevalent. 

• i Continued 
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Christ Church introduced the Gothic Revival style to Hyde Park,and as the 
t h i r d oldest church building i n th i s town,offers an interesting contrast 
to the e a r l i e r Victorian Gothic and Queen Anne church buildings. The 
building, the only church i n Hyde Park to be designed by a nationally 
known architect, r e f l e c t s Cram's talents "as a master of mass and 
proportion, simply composed.Though the church was technically 
incomplete. Cram wrote that "the church w i l l , even without the tower, yet 
to a l l appearances (be) p r a c t i c a l l y complete."^ 

In 1912, the Town of Hyde Park was annexed to Boston. Within the context 
of the larger c i t y , Christ Church i s one of the two surviving Gothic 
v i l l a g e parish churches designed t o t a l l y by Cram. The other v i l l a g e 
church i s A l l Saints'. 

The fine q u a l i t y of the i n t e r i o r design and materials demonstrates Cram's 
innovative integrated design concept. For Cram,art was the v i s i b l e 

.. expression of religious ideals and emotions. He therefore f e l t that for 
a church to function as a coherent whole, a l l the ar t associated with i t , 
from the design of the structure to the carving of the i n t e r i o r wooden 
panels should come under the supervision of the architect. Bertram 
Goodhue, who lat e r became Cram's partner, was known as a master of 
i n t e r i o r d e t a i l and worked on Christ Church as a draftsman. Cram also 
gathered around him a group of artisans to help him carry out his ideas, 
some of whose work i s represented i n Christ Church. The f i n e l y carved 
rood screen has been i n i t i a l l y a t tributed to the fir m of Irv i n g and 
Casson, although f i n a l documentation is lacking.^ 

Of pa r t i c u l a r note i s the fine c o l l e c t i o n of stained glass which, 
designed to commemorate the l i f e of Christ, represents the evolution of 
t h i s art over 50 years, from 1895-1945. In 1895 the Crucifixion window 
was i n s t a l l e d . In 1901 Sarah Whitman, "One of the social and 

* i n t e l l e c t u a l leaders of her time i n Boston," designed the Lady's Chapel 
window depicting Christ after the Temptation in the Garden of 

• Gethsemene.^ Harry Goodhue, a talented Boston designer, did the figure 
window over the a l t a r i n 1901, featuring Christ, the two Marys and Saints 
Peter and Paul. The last three windows are English-inspired. In 1912 
the Resurrection window was added. In 1925 the well-known London f i r m of 
Powell and Sons: Whitefriars Glass Works made the A l l Saints' window. 
The l a s t window, the Good Shepherd, was designed i n 1945 by the fir m of 
Reynolds, Francis and Rohnstock of Boston, a l l of whose principals were 

i trained i n the Connick studio. Previously they had executed windows for 
the Cathedral of St. John the Divine, the Princeton Chapel and the 
Washington Cathedral. 

Continued 
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NOTES 

Douglas Shand Tucci, Church Building i n Boston, 1720-1970. 
1974. p. 49. 

Concord, 

2. Douglas Shand Tucci, B u i l t i n Boston, p. 167. 

3. An Appeal for the New Christ Church, Hyde Park, Massachusetts. Hyde Park, 
1983. p. 13. 

4. Parish Records Christ Church, Hyde Park, Massachusetts - 4/13/1891 — 
12/28/1920. pp. 305, 306. On these pages the rood screen i s mentioned 
as being donated to the Church i n 1912. There i s no mention of the 
designer. Irving and Casson are l i s t e d as the designer i n Tucci's 
Church Building i n Boston, p. 126, with the Cram Archives at the Boston 
Public Library given as source. However, a recent check of the Cram 
Archives by personnel from the Library's Print Department could not 
locate t h i s reference. 

5. Wilbur Burnham and Joseph G. Reynolds, Jr., "Two Boston Studios 
Collaborate on Washington Cathedral Apse Windows," Stained Glass, Vol. 
XXXVm, No. I l l , Autumn 1943, p. 84. 
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THE PARISH OF CHRIST CHURCH 

c/o Mrs. Reed Freeman 

9 UOCHUAND ROAD, H Y D E P A R K 

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02136 

(617) 364-0022 

November 5, 1985 mi - ̂1985 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission ,,-,-r rOKAM> 

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 

attent i o n : Valerie Talmadge 

Gentlemen: ' • 

We understand from a l e t t e r of October 24, 1985i that Christ Church, 

Hyde Park, w i l l be considered by your State Review Board f o r nomina-

t i o n to the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places on December 11, 

May we urge you to approve, and submit, t h i s nomination? 

We aire the oldest church i n Hyde Park; t h i s year, i n f a c t , we are 

celebrating 125 years of continuous service to God and to the community. 

125 years may not seem as "old" as some of the properties you consider, 

which probably date back to Colonial Times, but i n the hi s t o r y of Hyde 

Park, we are the oldes church organization, and also the oldest actual 

chxirch b u i l d i n g . 

Of equal, or perhaps more, importance, i s Christ Church's a r c h i t e c t u r a l 

significance. We are a Ralph Adams Cram church, the second oldest one, 

pre-dated only by A l l Saints i n Ashmont. We are svirpassed by none i n 

beauty, not only i n overall design but i n the f i n i s h i n g touches such as 

our stained glass windows and oiar hand carved rood screen. Rather than 

go on at any greater length, may I close by saying we want t h i s honor 

not only as an aid i n p u t t i n g across the importance of preserving our 

church f o r the fu t u r e , not only as an o f f i c i a l recognition of our 

special q u a l i f i c a t i o n s , not only f o r the prestige i t might be thought 

to bring us. We f e e l i t might also serve as an example and i n s p i r a t i o n 

toward the preservation and care of many other h i s t o r i c a l l y and a r c h i ­

t e c t u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t places :<in Hyde Park, and give added impetus to 

the overall trend toward h i s t o r i c a l preservation - especially r i g h t here 

i n t h i s town of Hyde Park. 

I hope I have succeeded i n pu t t i n g fo;rwan4, our case as strongly as 1 wish. 

Sincerely, Elizabeth H. Freeman, parishioner ^ 



aCLf3C> M ^ £ > S ^ ^ ^ 

^ A/^\f / / " 



City of Boston 
The Environment 

Department 

Boston City Hall/Room 805 
Boston, Massachusetts 02201 
617/725-4416 or 725-3850 

NOV 18 1985̂  
November 12, 1985 

Valerie Talmage 
Executive Director/ 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
80 Boylston Street . . ' > 
Boston, MA 02116 ' 7^"y' ' " 

Dear Ms. Talmage: , 

Mayor Flynn has forwarded your l e t t e r , conceming the consideration of 
Christ Church, 1220 River Street, Hyde Park for nomination to the 
National Register of Historic Places, to me. 

As you know, the Boston Landmarks Commission has approved the 
submission of t h i s nomination and looks forward to the l i s t i n g of 
Christ Church on the National Register of Historic Places. 

Downey 
Director 

Air Pollution Control, Boston Art, Back Bay Architectural, Beacon Hill Arcliitectural, Boston Landmarks and the Conservation Commissions 



Dec. 2, 1985^^^ 

Att: Valerie Talmadge 
I believe that Christ Church i n 

Hydd Park, Mass. should be designated as an 
hi s t o r i c a l landmark because i t was designed 
by Ralph Adams Gram, one of the greatest 
church architects of the United States, and 
i t is a prime example of his work. 

As a vestryman of Christ Church 
and recording secretary of the Hyde Park 
Historical Society, I ask that you approve 
thi s p e t i t i o n . 

Christ Church is celebrating i t ' s 
125th. anniversary this year and this would 
add to our celebration and benefit the 
community of Hyde Park. 

Sincerely, 

S77tJl.7^^jicAj 

RECEIVED 
per. 

MASS. H lo i . CO 



^ E C E V 

DEC-91985 
^-^Ay^Ci I S M A O ^ Jlij^^ip^^ HMT rnr^yi 

\JL AoAAt a fYKz/yh-X^ oj. Ma, pvuAAJhr of {Jownt cXwt^ 



15 Setucket Rd 
Yarmouthport, 1-Iass, 02675 
Dec, 6, 1985 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Coram, 
80 Boylston Street P^iT" 
Boston, 14ass, 02116 

Gentlemen; D^^lu 1985 
I t i s my wish t o give support to the i n ­
clusion of Christ Church, Hyde MA3^ fSI&TPCOMM. 
i n the National Register of H i s t o r i c Pls|.ces, 

Having grox-m up i n t h i s parish, I can remember 
the beauty of the stained glass windows, 
especially w i t h the sun shining through. 
This chuor-ch w i t h i t s long l i f e , a d i g n i f i e d 
odiface, deserves to have special respect, 

Christ Ch\irch should be recognized as a 
h i s t o r i c b u i l d i n g , and an important national 
treasure. 

Sincerely youra, 

(l-Iiss )3ileen Sulherland 
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ELLEN H. ANDERSON 
ASSOCIATE COMMISSIONER 

20 S/omeriet S/it^ef 
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n"ci2i985 December 10, 1985 

Ms. Valerie Talmage MASS. HiST. COMM. 
Massachusetts Hi s to r i c Commission 
80 Boylston St . 
Boston, jyiass. 02116 ^ > . 

Dear Ms, Talmage, 

I am writing to support the application of Christ Church, Hyde 
Park, for placement on the National Register. As a parishioner and 
member of the vestry of Christ Church I have come to understand and 
appreciate the church's important architectural and axtistic qualit; 
ies as well as i t s significance i n the history of Hyde Park ajid 
Milton. 

The protection of historic properties has been one of my major 
concerns as a member of the Metropolitan District Commission. I 
have come to care very deeply about giving proper recognition to 
a l l of the treasures of our heritage i n Massachusetts, Christ 
Church i s really one of those treasures and I hope you w i l l be 
able to give i t the recognition and protection i t deserves. 

Sincerely \ 

iil l e n H. Anderson 


