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Bus Depot

Detail from revised 1926-1949 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map for Richmond, Ken
tucky, indicating the location of the bus depot. The pull-through canopy and restau
rant area shown here are still present.

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

The Union Bus Station (MAR-74) is located at 127 South Third Street in Richmond, Madison County, Ken
tucky.

The building is situated at the northwest comer of the intersection of South Third and West Water 
Streets, close to the center of downtown Richmond and adjacent to historic brick commercial stmctures that 
help define the character of Water Street. The building shares its north wall with the Landmark Apartment 
building, an early twentieth century, two-story brick structure that historically housed a tin shop but now has 
law offices at street level.'

The bus depot lot measures approximately 96’ by 82’ with the long side fronting Water Street. Water 
Street is parallel to Main Street, one block south of it, and lower in elevation. On adjacent blocks on the north 
side of Water Street are the rear facades of a concentrated row of commercial and municipal buildings that 
front Main. Third Street runs roughly north and south and slopes downward on this block from Main to Water.

1. Sanborn Fire Insurance Map for Richmond, Kentucky, 1929-1949 Revised
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View of bus depot facing northwest across the intersection of Third and Water Streets.

Directly across Third Street from the bus depot there is currently a large municipal parking lot. The his
toric Glyndon Hotel stands just to the north, about forty yards from the bus depot at the comer of Third and 
Main. The hotel is a contributing stmcture in the Downtown Richmond National Register District. The Glyn
don Hotel historically marks the start of Richmond’s downtown commercial center.^ Prior to constmction of 
the bus depot, ticket, loading, and waiting areas for regional bus lines were located in the lobby of the Glyndon 
Hotel.

2. Linda Sweet, Wayne Burnett, et al, “Downtown Richmond Historic District, National Register of Historic Places Inventory- 
Nomination Form,” September 30, 1976. U.S. National Park Service.
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East elevation, facing west across Third Street.

The building is a one-story high rectangle measuring thirty-two feet on the east elevation by seventy- 
two feet on the south. The building has a flat roof that slopes toward the south edge for drainage. There is a 
brick parapet wall extending above the roof on the east and west elevations. The parapets are capped with alu
minum. The western parapet wall steps down twice from north to south, while the parapet fronting Third Street 
is flat.

There are two fixed, double-width windows flanking a central double doorway on the east (Third 
Street) elevation. The doorway is recessed 12 inches into the wall. The transom above the doorway, now 
boarded up, extends upward so that the opening matches the height of the flanking windows. Each window is 
approximately six feet in height by three feet wide. They each have a 3-inch wide vertical muntin and a brick 
sill which projects slightly from the plane of the wall. The windows appear to be original. Above each of these 
openings is a decorative square pattern of brick in soldier courses, inset into the plane of the wall. There is a 
belt of bricks in a soldier course extending horizontally across the west elevation, just above the openings.

There are four single-entry doorways on the south (Water Street) elevation. Each has a transom and is 
flanked by two window openings. The easternmost of these windows are double width, with vertical muntins 
similar to those on the Third Street elevation. The windows on the south elevation, where they are not boarded 
up, appear to be original.
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South side of building, view facing northeast.

Projecting from the south fa9ade is a canopy, in line with the roof, measuring approximately 30 by 40 
feet and supported by three round, steel posts set into a raised concrete berm. The berm and canopy work to 
direct bus and other vehicle traffic in front of the doors along the building’s south elevation.

The main form of the canopy appears to date from 1932, as evidenced by the 1926-1949 revised 
Sanborn map. The roof, posts, and internal steel trusses appear to be original. There are parapet walls on the 
east and west edges which, while likely to be original in form, are currently clad in replacement plywood and/ 
or sheet metal. Historically, the canopy provided both lighting and protection from the elements for the white 
and black passenger loading areas. Material evidence reveals that at one time the canopy would have had sign
age affixed to it along the south elevation, and there were lights suspended from the ceiling. Currently the ceil
ing is of painted plywood with battens at the joints. There is currently no signage and there are no lights.
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East (Water Street) side, view facing southwest.

The building’s foundation, where visible, is of continuous poured concrete and is original. The brick 
walls, also original, are a veneer set in a running bond pattern. They are currently painted pale yellow. Ex
posed areas inside the building reveal that behind the exterior brick, the walls are composed of ceramic fire
proof block.

The roof is a clad with a built-up composite bituminous material. The two doors on the eastern eleva
tion and the easternmost doors on the south elevation are set in modem aluminum frames, while the rest of the 
doors are of wood and appear to be original. The foundation, walls, roof, doors, transoms, and fenestration pat
tern are typical of‘modem’ utilitarian commercial buildings for this period and are in good condition.
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m
View of Interior facing Third Street (Primary pedestrian entrance to the building).

This image shows the original lobby 
space. The fafade is unaltered from its 
original design intent, while the floor 
space continues to mirror the building’s 
original open plan for the lobby. fif ivp;
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Ilia
View of interior lobby facing the former ticket counter area.

A ghost of the ticket counter is outlined in 
the tile floor. Also, in the background of 
the image are the original doors for the 
storage closet and bathroom areas 
(doorways to the left).
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View of interior showing hallway passage leading to the baggage and dining areas.

The baggage areas and restaurant were lo
cated in the rear of the bust station. The exit 
for loading passengers is to the left. That exit 
leads to the canopy area where the buses 
parked.
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View of segregated restrooms.

This image reveals the location of the original 
dividing walls for the segregated public rest
rooms used by whites. The exposure of mate
rials shows the integration of the framing with 
the poured concrete foundation. The plaster 
walls were supported by lathing that was at
tached to vertical studs. This construction 
technology was widely used on all types of 
buildings.
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View of interior pocket window that opened to lobby space.

This pocket window is in the segregated waiting 
area that was used by African Americans.
Its original function is not known. It likely 
served as a device for exchanging information, 
tickets, etc., between blacks and whites.
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View of patron dining area.

This image reveals the dining area. It was 
near the baggage room and on axis with the 
main entrance to the depot from 3rd Street.
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View of segregated restroom area.

The waiting lobby for African Americans 
featured restroom facilities that appeared to 
mirror those used by whites. The door to 
the left provided access to the bus loading 
area under the canopy.
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Restaurant and Dining Area

Segregated Food Ser- 
i vice Area

Waiting/Baggage
Area

Segregated Waiting 
Area

Canopy

Ticket Office and 
Passenger Area

Third Street

Plan diagram, with historic functions labeled. Shaded areas represent walls and amenities that have been
removed but for which there is material evidence.
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1932
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Unknown
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Bibliography
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Previous documentation on file (NPS):

□ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
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The historic Union Bus Station (MAR-74) located at 127 South 3rd Street in Richmond, Kentucky, was 
built in 1932. The building meets National Register of Historic Places Criterion A and is significant for its as
sociation with the establishment of Kentucky’s public transportation highways and tourism. This property is 
being evaluated as significant within the historic context of “Modernizing Kentucky’s Public Transportation 
and Tourism Industry, 1929 to 1957.”

Current State of Knowledge for Kentucky’s Historic Bus Industry
Currently there are no historic bus depots individually listed in the National Register of Historic Places 

for the state of Kentucky. This examination of Richmond’s historic Union Bus Station revealed that very little 
research has been conducted on the state’s bus industry. A number of secondary sources are available that 
discuss the history of Greyhound, with Carlton Jackson’s Hounds of the Road (1984), perhaps one of the most 
insightful scholarly publications on the subject. Jackson’s book examines cultural and social impacts of the 
Greyhound bus lines while retracing the origins and history of the organization. That work does not go far 
enough in establishing any state’s complete historic bus travel activity, as it is limited to only the Greyhound 
Company.

Although buses had a tremendous impact on public transportation and tourism in Kentucky and else
where, Richard Ulack and Karl Raitz only mention them as alternatives to rail travel in i\\Q\r Atlas of Kentucky 
(1998). Professor Raitz, Chair of UK’s Geography Department,has compiled a bibliography on Kentucky’s 
roads and a publication is forthcoming. To be sure, his contribution will go a long way in developing a context 
for the study of Kentucky’s transportation industries. In the New History of Kentucky (1997), James Klotter 
and Lowell Harrison provide useful information about the impact of Kentucky’s roads that were built in the 
1920s, and how those roads affected transportation within the state. It does not, however, go into how the bus 
industry responded to those road improvements or the important relationships between the buses, bus stations, 
and tourism.

Primary sources are the key to understanding how the bus industry emerged in the 
formative years of the 1920s and early 30s. Perhaps no greater volume of sources exist than the Kentucky Pro
gress Magazine. The-periodical was published in response to Kentucky’s quest to ‘modernize’ the state from 
1928 to 1933. The bus industry emerged as a significant part of the modernization movement. The publica
tion was sponsored by the Kentucky Progress Commission, which was the state’s official mechanism for pro
moting industry, tourism, education, and agriculture. Issues of the magazine were distributed all over Amer
ica, and for a time, Kentucky was the envy of other states who admired the huge impact of the publication. 
Within its pages are a number of articles and advertisements that promoted the bus industry. Other primary 
sources are the array of untapped local newspapers from the period. Many bus lines advertised and announced 
their schedules and amenities in the papers. Likewise, many oral histories would produce information that 
would enrich our understandings as well.

This nomination argues that the bus depot in Richmond was built in response to the 
ongoing efforts to improve Kentucky’s roads and to open the state up to national visibility in the area of heri
tage and tourism. That idea was embedded in the notion of ‘modernity’ that was sweeping the nation in the 
form of art, architecture, transportation, and so on. By 1929, a significant aspect of promoting the state’s infra
structural improvements and its heritage was to encourage public transportation via buses. It was during this 
period that the bus industry began to have an impact in Kentucky. The Union Bus Station serves as a good 
example of how those events reshaped the state’s responses to public transportation.
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Before buses couid be regarded as dependable public transportation a viable network 
of paved roads had to be built. Kentucky’s dirt roads were inadequate and unreliable

during the early 1900s.

General Overview of Kentucky’s Roads:
While the railroads were the predominant mode of transportation for many decades, commercial bus 

lines were rapidly becoming an alternative way to travel in Kentucky and elsewhere by the 1920s. With a sys
tem of undeveloped highways, though, the option to travel through Kentucky was limited . In 1920, Kentucky 
had a little over 200 miles of roads that were maintained by the state.' The problem of Kentucky’s roads was 
so extreme that it earned the nickname “detour state” by those who considered the roads to be among the worst 
in the US.^

This was not, however, strictly an issue with Kentucky’s roads. The US was 12'*’ in road development 
among industrialized countries of the same period. Japan led the world in modem road building, with 3 miles 
of road to every square mile of land while, the US had only 1 mile of modem road surface for every square 
mile of land.^

It did not take long for the US to catch up, and Kentucky was instmmental in leading the country in 
modernizing its highway system. During the decade of the 1920s, the number of road miles in the state 
increased dramatically. In 1925 the state maintained 1,900 miles of modem highways and by the end of the 
decade that number increased to more than 4,400 miles. The increases were due in part to growing numbers of 
privately owned automobiles, but the biggest factor was tourism and “the wonderful growth of the bus and 
tmck transportation” industries." By 1930, the state generated more than 8 million dollars annually in gasoline 
taxes, which provided much of the revenues needed to build its massive highway infrastmcture. To be sure, 
the development of the highway system facilitated commerce in ways that were not possible before, but most 
Kentuckians agreed that “the greatest gain has been in the tourist travel - so richly beneficial and desirable to 
the state.”®
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Richmond, KY

The 1931 Highway Map of Kentucky shows the dramatic increase in state roads, most of 
which were built or improved between 1925 and 1930. The red line represents the Dixie 
Highway (US 25). Richmond is centrally located along the route through Kentucky, thus 

geographically ideal for a regional bus station.

During the 1920s the old Dixie Highway was improved and re-designated by the National Highway 
System as US 25.^ The route passed through Richmond, Kentucky, and was one of America’s premier roads, 
connecting northern Michigan with southern Florida. The major stops along the route in Kentucky were 
Covington, Lexington, Richmond, and Corbin, with numerous minor stops along the way. Each of the major 
stops became prime locations for bus terminals so that by 1930, commercial bus stations were a regular part of 
the route.
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This highway map from the early 1930s shows the relationships of the major roads and many of Kentucky’s 
most popular tourist attractions. The bus industry was aimed at opening the state up to convenient, afford

able travel while celebrating the state’s unique heritage.

The Bus Industry in Kentucky
The growth and development of the ‘motor coach’ industry paralleled the modernization of the state’s 

roads and the growth of tourism. To make this idea more plausible^Kentucky officially embarked on a cam
paign to ‘modernize’ the state. The Kentucky Progress Commission was established in 1928 as a government- 
sponsored attempt to elevate Kentucky’s image as a state fully integrated into the modem era. In so doing, the 
Progress Commission published a monthly magazine that was circulated across the state. Its pages were fiill of 
nostalgic images that emphasized an allegiance to a romantic view of the antebellum south, while at the same 
time it promoted hard and fast devotions to progress and industry. Kentucky shared in the notion that it had a 
unique history of statehood and desired to open that history up to a viable network of enterprises that stretched 
from coast-to-coast and border to border. The state’s bus industry did just that.’
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“Glancing Out The Bus Window” appeared in the October edition of the Kentucky Progress Magazine in 
1931. Improved roads and modern coaches lured patrons to travel along the scenic roads of Kentucky.

Some of the earliest editions of the periodical feaUired numerous articles about the state’s bus and 
transportation industry. Clearly, an emphasis that was placed on the bus network reflected the vital role buses 
would play in the commercial and tourist development for Kentucky. As a result, the state became one of the 
nation’s leaders in the ‘new mode of [bus] travel’ and boasted in advertisements that the state’s bus lines were 
‘equal to and in many respects superior to any in the United States”.* While many people could not own or 
afford an automobile, many could purchase a bus ticket ‘‘at surprisingly low fares” with the benefit of 
“frequent, punctual schedules through interesting countrysides, villages, and towns never so accessible be
fore.”’
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This image shows the relationship between the commercial district of downtown Richmond and the associ
ated Greyhound bus depot.

Richmond Gets a Bus Depot
The growing demand for bus travel and the overall improvements to Kentucky’s roads meant that bus 

depots were becoming common features in many of the state’s rural towns. The Kentucky Progress Commis
sion’s report to the legislature in 1930 celebrated the recent successes of tourism in the state and the role buses 
played in the tourist industry. The cumulative results of tourism travel were measured in part by increases in 
taxable revenues for gasoline, much of which was owed to the emerging bus industry.'"

By the early 1930s, the demand for bus travel in Richmond was very high. The “congestion of buses 
around the Glyndon Hotel had gotten so bad that it was obvious some changes had to be made.’’" In 1932, 
Burton Roberts and Joe Harris, two local businessmen in Richmond, finalized construction of a modest bus 
depot on the comer of 3'^‘‘ and Water Streets near the ‘Glyndon Hotel’ block.'^ The building was a single story 
structure with a commercial store front that faced 3rd Street. A large canopy covered the side entrance and 
provided lighting and protection from the weather. Like many bus depots, it was built near the heart of the 
city’s commercial business district and it occupied a comer lot that was one block removed from Main Street 
near the major hotels.

When it was constmcted, it reflected the values of the Kentucky Progress Commission, considering that 
their publications routinely regarded bus travel as a necessary aspect of modernization and progress. The bus 
depot was a direct response to events that were taking place in the state that, when taken together, made wide- 
scale public bus travel a viable commercial opportunity.
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This advertisement appeared in the Richmond Daily Register announcing the opening of the bus station. It 
read “You are cordially invited to attend the formal opening of the new Union Bus Station of the 
Southeastern Greyhound Lines today. The terminal will be kept open for inspection throughout the entire 
day and evening.”

The building was utilitarian and unadorned, and its location and setting established it as an ideal place 
for the city’s new and modem commercial transportation facilities. Advertisements in the local papers bragged 
about .‘daily service at rail rates’ and various bus lines announced remarkable improvements to their luxury 
coaches to spur on would-be travelers.” The convenience of the bus depot, in relationship to the downtown 
area, appealed to many who lived in surrounding towns. One article boasted that “it is entirely fitting and 
proper that Richmond should have an up-to-date, attractive terminal.”''* The busses could go where trains 
could not, thus opening the city up to reliable and comfortable shuttle services that operated daily between area 

towns.
Hundreds of local folks came out to see the new facility, as did Greyhound officials and city officials.'^ 

The papers announced that the “attractive’’terminal was “completed only after the most careful attention to 
every detail of comfort and convenience for the accommodation of bus patrons” was considered.'** Promoters 
of the bus station were deliberate in their proclamations of Richmond’s suitable location for the new terminal. 
They also made it known that the city was “widely known for its splendid schools and its historic and scenic 
interest.”'’
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Bus Depot
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The 1926 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map (revised in 1949) shows the location and setting of the structure, 
which also housed a restaurant.

The Union Bus Station was established as an “associated” Southeastern Greyhound Lines facility.'* 
This is to say that the Greyhound Company recognized it as an authorized terminal within the city of Rich
mond but it was not used exclusively by them. The owners of the bus station leased the facility to the Grey
hound Company, however, the bus depot served the general public as a transportation center and several bus 
lines used it.’’ Because Richmond was centrally located within the state and the southeast region (which cov
ered routes from Cincinnati to Florida), the bus depot was crucial for facilitating regional connections for those 
who were traveling within the state or just passing through.

• Some of the companies that used the facility on a regular basis were the Consolidated Coach Lines (the 
state’s largest bus line), the Richmond, Lancaster, Danville Lines, and the Irvine Bus Lines. Likewise, the de
pot was home to the Dixie Transfer Company that facilitated travel to Lexington and Louisville on a daily ba
sis.^"
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Restaurant and Dining 
Area

Busses played a significant role in racial 
de-segregation. Rosa Parks’ refusal to give up her 
seat on the bus ushered in the Montgomery Bus 
Boycott and led to the 1956 Supreme Court ruling that 
declared segregation on public transportation to be 
unconstitutional.

Segregated 
Food Service 
Area Baggage Room

Segregated
Waiting
Area

y\-

Canopy n__ n

Bus Depot Ticket Office and Pas
senger Area

..........Thn'i! Smcc' ...................

The ‘new modem depot’ facilitated the transfer of passengers while also providing food services to its 
patrons. The dining facilities faced Water Street and were open to the general public regardless if one was trav
eling or waiting on a bus.“ The Richmond bus depot mirrored racial trends in America’s public transportation 
facilities of the 1930s. An area of the building was set apart to accommodate African Americans, thus rein
forcing prevailing social codes of behavior. A separate waiting room and dining area were integrated into the 
building as “separate but equal’’ facilities.
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The bus industry opened Kentueky up to transcontinental travel. Kentucky’s 
tourist industry soared between 1929 and 1933 as a result of new roads and 
reliable buses, (image is from Kentucky Progress Magazine, V. 4, No. 4, (Dec, 1931), p. 2)

Regional Bus Center
Aside from improvements to the ‘Dixie Highway’ that ran through the city, Highway 227 from Rich

mond to Winchester was completely paved by 1930. That route cormected with US 60, which extended to as 
far away as Ashland, with stops in Mt. Sterling and Owingsville. Likewise, route 52 east to Irvine and Beatty- 
ville was paved, while route 52 west to Danville and ultimately Bardstown was nearing completion. These 
roads helped establish Richmond as an essential transportation hub for the central bluegrass region.

By June of 1932, Richmond was home to the consolidated bus lines terminal that facilitated connection 
to several major cities within the southeast region. Travelers could leave Richmond for Corbin, Lexington, and 
Harlan or connect to lines running to other regional centers at Knoxville and Cincinnati.^^

Despite the Depression, the bus industry had few setbacks. Bus travel in Kentucky remained a viable 
and growing mode of public transportation in the 1930s, while the state’s tourism flourished. Mammoth Cave 
was one of the nation’s premier sites, and the famed race horse Man-O-War brought in millions of spectators 
who traveled by bus. Blue Grass Tours, a local bus company that used the Richmond depot regularly, provided 
many tours of Kentucky’s historic sites and scenic modem highways.

Richmond’s bus depot surpassed the local train depot by the mid-1930s, especially after Greyhound 
announced in 1936 that its new rates would be the “lowest in the history of motor bus travel.”'* Travelers 
could purchase a ticket as low as 1.25 cents per-mile, and Greyhound went on to become one of America’s 
leading bus companies.
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Conclusion
The formative years for the initial development of Kentucky’s bus industry were between 1929 and 

1932. The significant roads that were needed to facilitate automobile traffic were in place by that time, and the 
state’s roads continued to be improved into the modem interstate era of the 1950s and 60s. During that same 
period, the state utilized many efforts through the Kentucky Progress Commission to cash in on the beauty and 
modernity of the state’s roads, which played a cmcial role in establishing intrastate and transcontinental travel 
on buses. The enormous effort put forth by the Kentucky Progress Commission to spur on tourism elevated 
Kentucky and its historic resources both within the state and across the country. Those events, which were of 
monumental importance to the state’s well being before and during the Depression, resulted in (among other 
things) the establishment of Richmond’s Union Bus Station.

Richmond was also geographically central for the establishment of the southeast regional bus routes.
At the same time, the city was a significant commercial, social, and educational hub for the state’s Appala
chian foothills region. This meant that the bus depot was geographically ideal for facilitating regional bus 
travel while also connecting passengers to destinations outside of the state.

Once established, Richmond’s bus depot defined for its citizens much about how the public would en
gage in mass transportation apart from the railroads in the early 1930s. The bus depot formed a social dimen
sion and public intersection that came to define aspects of community life for many decades following the 
1930s. The Union Bus Station remained in operation until 2004.

Integrity Evaluations 

Location and Setting:
The historic Union Bus Station retains a high degree of integrity of location and setting. The original 

parcel that contains the bus depot was identified as Lot 3 on the town plat. That designation remains the same 
today. Moreover, the location is one block removed from the Main Street, and is located on the “Glyndon 
Block.” That block is associated with the Glyndon Hotel, which served as the towns early bus stop. The hotel 
is still in operation today. The bus depot replaced the Glyndon Hotel as the primary location for catching the 
bus. As a result, the location and setting of those two buildings reifies our understandings of the important re
lationships between public travel and public lodging as part of a vital Main Street economy during the 1930s. 
The urban setting retains the original roads and intersections that were utilize'd by the buses during that period. 
The bus depot was built on a comer lot to facilitate large buses coming and going without congesting Main 
Street, which was a problem for the Glyndon Hotel before the bus depot was built. The comer lot also allowed 
for the design of the building to accommodate a large canopy over the loading area. Two buses could load/ 
unload at the same time. The canopy remains in place and the loading areas are as they were when originally 
built in 1932.

Design:
The depot retains a high degree of integrity of design. It was designed to be a “modem” facility for its 

day. The design intent was to build a facility that would accommodated both pedestrian and vehicle traffic, 
while also providing segregated spaces that were regarded as separate, but equal. The plan of the building remaii 
intact and its form and fiinctions can be readily understood. The design is linear with a central axis. The 
scale is modest and the building’s profile is flush with the stmcture it is adjoined to. To maximize the space 
needed to park the buses, the building shared a wall with another structure. This design tied the bus depot togeth 
in a row of structures that defined the commercial character of 3rd. Street. Although it was only a single 
story, it was built with a three-bay storefront that expressed a common architectural theme in commercial 
building design.
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Materials and Workmanship:
The building retains a high degree of workmanship and original materials. The construction of the 

building deployed the use of poured concrete slab for the foundation. Concrete was more widely used by the 
1930s in all kinds of commercial and private buildings. The structure also integrated fire-proof ceramic blocks 
for the exterior walls with a brick veneer finish. The flat roof gently sloped towards the rear to channel water 
to a hidden gutter. The gutter routed water towards a collection point away from the building. All the win
dows are cased in wood, while the doors appear to be cased in aluminum. The canopy is a flat roof that is con
structed of metal and wood.

Association:
The historic Union Bus Station retains a high degree of integrity of association with events stemming 

from Kentucky’s campaign to modernize its highways, while at the same time encouraging and developing the 
state’s tourism industry. The building’s primary significance is derived from those events, which capture the 
essence of what it meant to Kentucky towns such as Richmond to capitalize on the efforts to open the state up

to national visibility in the area of heritage and tourism. By 1929, a significant aspect of promoting the state’s 
infrastructural improvements and its heritage was to encourage public transportation via buses. It was during 
this period that the bus industry began to have an impact in Kentucky. The Union Bus Station serves as a good 
example of how those events reshaped the state’s responses to public transportation.

For example, a survey of historic Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Kentucky towns along the Dixie 
Highway revealed that numerous bus stations were constructed from the 1930s through the 1940s. For this 
study, we examined the maps for Covington, Corbin, Lexington, Georgetown, Williamstown, London, Pine- 
ville, and Williamsburg. The maps for Lexington, Williamstown, London, and Georgetown did not list a bus 
depot. This is not to say, however, that the depots were not in those towns. For example, the Greyhound bus 
station in Lexington was built in 1934. According to a Lexington Leader article dated August 14, 1934, Lex
ington hosted an average of 108 buses per day. The article went on to say that Lexington saw more bus traffic 
than any other Greyhound bus station in America. See also Lafayette’s Lexington (1998). According to the 
website www.strayhounds.com, London, Kentucky, also had a Greyhound bus station during the 1930s. It is 
not known at this time why certain bus stations do not appear on the Sanborn maps. Covington, Corbin, Pine- 
ville, and Williamsburg had bus depots listed on the Sanborn maps. This analysis shows that Richmond was 
not unlike other Kentucjcy towns during the period, thus revealing a pattern of development that ushered in bus 
travel as a viable alternative to train and automobiles. It is inconclusive at this time to say if Richmond led the 
effort to establish commercial bus stations in the state.

Feeling:
When taken together, the design, materials, and workmanship convey a strong sense of integrity of 

feeling. Likewise, the setting and location reflect very little change within the Glyndon Block area, thus reifying 
one’s ability to visually understand aspects of a past way of life within the city. The surrounding streets 
and buildings capture the essence of Richmond’s “small-town” pedestrian scale and the unbroken rhythms of the 
streetscapes are very similar to the way they were in the 1930s when the bus depot was built.

Perhaps the real integrity of feeling associated with the bus depot was best captured in a 2001 article 
from the Richmond Register * The article describes the return of an elderly married couple to the Union Bus 
Station. They originally met in the depot while waiting on a bus in 1959. Upon their return to the depot in 

2002 they noted;
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“The station hasn’t changed much since that initial meeting. The canopy pull-through and the 
latticed ticket counter remain the same. The benches sit in the same location. Even the pale 
white weight scales standing by the front door conjure memories. “The place looks almost iden
tical as it did then,” Wash Pennington said during [his] visit to the station...To go back all those 
years, it’s really something. It feels the same as it did that day.”

The Union Bus Station remained in operation until 2004.

* Author Unknown, “Couple visits bus stop where they met after 42 years,” Richmond Register, November 7, 2001, 1B.

Notes:

1 Kentucky Progress Magazine, 1930, v3, no 3, p. 15
2 Kentucky Progress Magazine, 1932, v 4, no 7, p. 7
3 Kentucky Progress, 1930, v3, no 3, p. 47
4 Ibid, p. 15
5 Ibid.
6 See http://www.us-highways.com/dixiehwy.htm. The site was accessed 11/2006. The Dixie Highway was constructed beginning 
in 1914 and completed in 1916. It was originally conceived of as a loop through the cotton belt of the south joining the industrial 
centers of the north. Like many roads of its day it was bom out of the ‘Good Roads Movement’ in American history. The Dixie 
Highway was later replaced by 1-75.
7 A survey of historic Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Kentucky towns along the Dixie Highway revealed that numerous bus sta
tions were constructed from the 1930s through the 1940s. For this study, we examined the maps for Covington, Corbin, Lexington, 
Georgetown, Williamstown, London, Pineville, and Williamsburg. The maps for Lexington, Williamstown, London, and George
town did not list a bus depot This is not to say, however, that the depots were not in those towns. For example, the Greyhound bus 
station in Lexington was built in 1934. According to a Lexington Leader article dated August 14, 1934, Lexington hosted an average 
of 108 buses per day. The article went on to say that Lexington saw more bus traffic than any other Greyhound bus station in Amer
ica. See also Lafayette's Lexington (1998). According to the website www.strayhounds.com, London, Kentucky, also had a Grey
hound bus station during the 1930s. It is not known at this time why certain bus stations do not appear on the Sanborn maps. 
Covington, Corbin, Pineville, and Williamsburg had bus depots listed as such on the Sanborn maps. This analysis reveals that Rich
mond was not unlike other Kentucky towns during the period, thus revealing a pattern of development that ushered in bus travel as a 
viable alternative to train and automobiles. It is inconclusive at this time to say if Richmond led the effort to establish commercial 
bus stations in the state. See Francaviglia, Richard, Main Street Revisited, p. 48. In a 1932 article in the Richmond Daily Register, a 
comment appears that says “the specifications (of Richmond’s bus station) included features of more costly terminals which have 
been erected in several of the largest cities in the United States.’ This echoes the notion that the bus industry was instrumental in 
shaping people’s awareness of the urban character that buses were believed to bring to a town.
8 Kentucky Progress Magazine, 1930, v3, no 3, p. 21
9 Ibid
10 Kentucky Progress Magazine, January 1930, v2 no. 5, p. 71 - The Consolidated Coach Company, one of several bus lines in the 
state, paid more than $52,000 in gasoline tax. This contributed to record increases between 1930, and 1931.
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11 Robert Gnse, “Bus Station was at Glyndon Hotel in 1920s”, Richmond Daily Register (the date of this article could not be veri
fied and was a newspaper clipping owned by Walter Ecton)
12 See Madison County Deed Book 584, Page 471. See also 1931 Telephone Directory, Richmond, Waco, and Ford, Kentucky.
13 See advertisement in the Richmond Daily Register, July 28, 1931. Numerous editions of the Kentucky Progress Commission 
magazine feature bus advertisements that either talk about the improved coaches or show images of their luxurious interiors. In bus 
travel advertising in general the streamlined bus and its cozy interior became a popular image among the traveling public. Grey
hound launched its first national advertising campaign in 1929, which included radio adds.
14 Newspaper Add, Richmond Daily Register, March, 1932
15 Author Unknown, ‘Bus Station Opened Today’, Richmond Daily Register, March, 1932. The plan for the bus depot was drawn 
by R. Glen Payne, 11/2006
16 Newspaper Add, Richmond Daily Register, March, 1932
17 Ibid
18 Author Unknown, “New Low Bus Rates To Be Posted Monday”, New York Times, May 29, 1936, p. 26.
19 Author Unknown, ‘Bus Station Opened Today’, Richmond Daily Register, March, 1932.
20 1931 Telephone Directory, Richmond, Waco, and Ford, Kentucky.
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Acreage of Property Less than one acre 

UTM References

1 16 738 161 4181 257
Zone Easting Northing

3 / / / / / / //////
Zone Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary Description (See Continuation Sheet)

Madison County, KY
County and State

USGS Topographic Quad name __Richmond South_

2 / / / / / / //////
Zone Easting Northing

4 / / / / / / //////
Zone Easting Northing

Boundary Justification (See continuation sheet)

SSee continuation sheet(s) for Section No. 10
11. Form Prepared By

namfi/titlfi Fred .1. Rngftrs/R. Glen Payne, Co-Principal Investigators

r)rgani7atinn PrRSfirvatinn Sfirvir.fis and Technnlngy Group

street & numbor206BOrchQrd Drive--------------------------------

city or town Nicholasville 

email address

Hatft Fall 2606

telephone 850 270 3413 

state KY zip code 40356

Bauumoiiai t.ruoumeiuauuiThe National Register requires each nomination consist of the following beyond this 4-page cover form:
□ Continuation Sheets for narrative
□ A USGS topographic quad map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location
□ A Sketch map for historic districts or properties having large acreage or numerous resources
□ A Photo identification map for districts; one map can serve both as sketch and photo ID map.
□ black and white photographs of the property. See policy statement for acceptable use of digital photographs

The Kentucky Heritage Council requires the following for all nominations:
□ An additional set of black and white photographs that remains at the KHC
□ Floor plans of properties whose significance is based on their plans
□ Color slides or PowerPoint images and presentation of the property to the Kentucky State Review Board

BsPiiiQknee
nairift/titlfi Waltfir G. Eoton. Jr.

.street & niimher 125 South third Street 

city or town—Richmond------------------------

tfilophnne 859-624-2252 

state-K¥-zip code J0475

email address (if available)
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3 Feet

Parcel boundary

Verbal Boundary Description:
The boundary for the Union Bus Station nomination encompasses an area of approximately 0.18 acres and is 
rectangular in shape. The eastern boimdaiy runs roughly north to south along the edge of Third Street begin
ning at the point where the bus depot building meets the adjacent Landmark Apartment building. This line 
measures approximately 82 feet. The property line then makes a right angle heading west along the edge of 
Water Street for a distance of 96 feet. This property line terminates at the edge of the adjacent church’s con
crete ramp. The line running on the west side of the property heading north parallels the west elevation of the 
structure for a distance of 82 feet, before terminating at the south wall of the Landmark Apartment building. 
The last segment of the property line runs from this point eastward for 96 feet along the juncture where the two 
buildings' share a common wall, completing the rectangle.

Boundary Justification:
The boundary used to define the Union Bus Station is the same boundary historically known as downtown 
Richmond Lot 3. It is the same as the parcel that Burton Roberts sold to Joseph Harris April 24, 1945, recorded 
in Richmond Deed Book 132, page 363.
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February 9, 2007

Jan Snyder Matthews, Ph.D., Keeper 
National Park Service 2280 
National Register of Historic Places 
1201 “I” (Eye) Street, NW 8* Floor 
Washington DC 20005

Dear Dr. Matthews:

Enclosed are nominations approved at the January 24, 2007 Review Board meeting. We are submitting them 
for listing in the National Register:

Weehawken, Franklin County, Kentucky
lint Lick Elementary School, Garrard County, Kentucky 

nion Bus Station, Madison County, Kentucky Heritage Council 
Carson-Annis Ferry Farm, in Butler County, Kentucky

Note that Carson-Annis Ferry Farm calls for the listing of a 301-acre farm which will contain two 
previously listed properties, Carson’s Landing (98000935) and Annis Mound and Village Site (85003182).

A fifth item, Cleveland Home, Woodford County, Kentucky, is also included and submitted for listing. That 
form was approved at the September 28,2006 Review Board meeting. The submission of the form for listing was 
delayed according to the owner’s request.

We appreciate your consideration of these nominations.

Sincerely,

David Pollack
Interim Executive Director Kentucky Heritage Council, 
Interim State Historic Preservation Officer, and 
Director, Kentucky Archaeological Survey
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