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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

.PHYS CAL APFEARANCE

The building's exterior, public spaces, and grounds are in very good
condition. This two-story, sawfinished Chesterfieldgranite and structural
steel Dbuilding functions as both the Post Ofice and Federal building. The
structure houses about 24,100 square feet on thefront half of thesite,
| eaving smal |l |andscaped areas on the sides of the WIlow Street entry. The
back half of thesite, encloses a paved vehicl e naneuvering area. | n plan,
the building i sfronted by the maj or vestibule flanked by offices, including
the Postnaster's office. Beyond i s thepublic |obby with a secondary
vestibule totheright and workroomspace totheleft. Behind the service
screen i s the workroom nall vestibul e and platform

Five low granite steps formthe nain approach fromWIIow Street. The
front (southwest) elevationis an eleven bay structurewith a raised three
bay central entrance; two-story projecting pilasters, with an ornanental
capital belt course, define this area. Swaller Inset pilasters frane each of
the three entries and support sinple block-likefriezes with Geek detailing
and cornices. Bronze and glass infill panels with Fomnan grilles extendi ng
fromtheentabl ature soffits tothereplacenent al ummnumdoors, termnating
into aflat entablature containing a lowrelief eagle with spread w ngs.
Above the entrance arerecessed scul ptured panels; theouter two being
floral motifs of laurel |eaves surrounding a chevron and two side hatchets,
the inner an eagle with outstretched wngswthin afloral weath. A darker
granite i sused at the nain frieze level, featuring bundled reeds, Geek key
borders, palmettos, and other Geco-Fonan nmotifs. Above i s a projecting
cornice with modillions and geonetric spiral carvings. The entryis
hei ghtened with a plain parapet and decorative coping. The w ngs' cornice
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line and capital-level belt course continue with sinple geonetric bands, the
|atter one breaks at each recessed wndow strip, which extends down to the
extracted base and includes two bronze-framed w ndows, the upper 16 |ight

ad the lower 24 1ight, with aplain entablature/lintel in between.

The side elevations are simlar indetail intheir first bay with the
front facade. Thecornice line then sinplifies to anunornanented belt. The
southeast side, along ford Street, contains a secondary entrance that
repeats on a one-to-one bay plan the schene of the front facade in the span
of three bays. Therear (northeast) el evation includes a one-story nall
platform renovated with concrete bl ocks.

The Wllow Street nain vestibulei stwo-stories inheight with a
receding, concentric coffered plaster ceiling with nolding. Centered is an
original hangi ng hexagon brass and snoked gl ass fixture. Three inner sets of
recessed bronze doors with plate gl ass wndows above are opposite the
exterior entrances. Themddle set of doors is presently covered wth
peuielIng. Tothe northwest i sanentry to the stair corridor for the second
floor. Amarble wainscot raises to door height; above plaster walls wth
orneunental geonetric spiral patterns outline each section. Black narble with
green veins i sused at base |evel andto frane each openi ng. Between each
entry i s adecorative bronze heating grille. Apale terrazzo and bl ack
nmarbl e floor includes a pale star within ablack circle inthe center of the
| obby. The secondary vestibule has all narble walls, a plaster celling,
bronze inner doors, and a \Vestfield green and Haml pink narble floor. There
|'s an opening nade here leading toa newset of fire stairs.

The public lobby i s"L" shaped; oneenters fromthe nain vestibule to
the center of the long side. This part, spanning seven bays, i stwo-stories
in height. The walls are of plaster with a narbl e wainscot. The coffered
ceiling andits nolding are al so of plaster. Above the northeast wall are
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bronze frame and gl ass wndows that reach up to a highly detailed
entablature and cornice supported by Westfield green marbl e col unms with
detailed capitals. Qld, red, and blue paint highlight the geonetric and
naturalistic patterns on thecapitals and entablature. At thetop of the
"L" shaped | obby thecelling drops to a one-story level with adenticulated
cornice for one bay to house an additional service fifea The ceiling al so
drops at thelowend, creating ahall tothe Assistant Postnaster's office,
workroom a set of nsirble stairs, and secondary entry.

AR

There aretw oil, heavy canvas nural s neasuring sixteen and one-hal f
feet long Aid and six feet, two Inches high, covering thelong panels at the
ends of thetwo-story height part of thelobby. Depicting Lynn's industrial,
| abor, business, and cultural heritage, they are titled: "1629 - Early and
Mbdern | ndustries of Lynn - 1936" (to thenorthwest) and "Col oni al and
Qontenporary Civic Culture" (at the opposite end). Bordered innmarble with a
white plaster entablature below they arei nexcellent condition.
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speciFic pates Cornerstone:  Apr. 20, 1938y perarchitect EOWArd H Hoyt § Assoc. SRipley §

Dedi cation: Dec. 28, 1933 LeBoutillier, Assoc, Architects
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE WE ONeil Construction Gonpany

Alterations and exterior addition: 1975 Robert L. Scagliotti, Architect

Al'terations: 1978 Shepl ey, Buifinch, R chardson, Abbott

Situated in downtown Lynn, Massachusetts, thelLynn Main Post Office building i s the nost
architecturally distinguished structure in an area domnated by late 19th and early 20th
century conmercial and factory buildings. Dubbed "the M llion Dollar Federal Building"
it was constructed between April and Decenber 1933 at a cost of $100,000.00. Architect-
urally i tissignificant as a later exanple of a Type A building within Secretary of the
Treasury MAdoo's 1915 Public Buildings ClassificationSystem Type A buildings were
existed i nlarger cities. They were built of marble or granite and contained fine
interior finish, murals, special interior lighting fixtures, etc. FErected between April
and Decenber, 1933 their short period of construction underlines the US Supervising
Architect's offices policy of enploying standardi zed construction nethods t obring
economc benefit toa particular coomunity as quickly as possible. Architecturally their
building represents an austere interpretationof the Classical Revival style. [|ts nono-
chomatic chesterfield granite facades are characterized by ranges of rusticated Doric
pilasters interspersed with multi pane w ndows set in rectangular panels. The overall
effect isprimtive andvery conpelling. The Classical Revival style was frequently

enpl oyed i n governnent buildings during the1930's t o synbolize Denocracy and stability
during the uncertain Depression years.

The Lynn Main Post Offices' | ot had been occupied by five brick factory buildings. These
buil dings included theBarnard estate factories along Wllow Street tothecorner of

Oxford, t heKeene building on Oxford Street, and the Gover factory on the corner of

Buf fum and Oxford. The firm of J.J. Gover and Sons was one of the oldest firms in the
shoenaki ng business in the United States. In August of 1930 an appropriation of $700, 000. GC
was secured for the proposed Post Office. The cornerstone was laid on April 20, 1933 and
reads: "Qgden L. Mills, Secretary of the Treasury;, Edward H Hoyt and Associates; Ripley

8 LeBoutillier, Associate Architects; Janes A Vétnore, Acting Supervising Architect, 1932.°
It was dedicated on Decenber 28, 1933. The erection of a new Post Office had been urged

in Congress during the early 1920's as one of the first acts of US QCongressnan Law ence
Joseph Connery (1895-1941). Connery was a native of Lynn and a graduate of Georget own

Law i n Washington, DC  For nany years he operated an office supply and printing business
in Lynn, M\

The old post office building had becone inadequate since t headvent of the parcel post
busi ness. The Post Office's construction provided jobs for "24 riggers, iron workers,
carpenters and |aborers.”
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The Post Office i s located with WIlowStreet totheSoutheast, Oxford Street

to the Southwest, Buffum Street t othe Northwest, and Barker Court t othe Northeast.
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[t would provide permanent jobs for at least 174 enployees. |ts construction provided

a boost tothelocal econony at a time when welfare expenditures for Lynn residents
reached $1,136,000.99 (1932) and were continuing torise. |Inaddition the Myor

was exploring thefeasibility of discarding Civil Service as this system took jobs
away from people. I naneffort toaid theunenployed, theCity initiated a Sports

Ni ght Program Despite econom c hardships i nLynn during theearly 1930's, theC City
enconpassed two |arger General Electric plants, 459 industrial plants and continuedto
be the"Center of the Shoe Industry."

The building i salso noteworthy for its |obby murals by Wlliam Ri seman, a 25-year
old Yale graduate. Contracted at a price of $3712, they were installed i nJune of
1936. The Northwest mural depict Lynn's shoe industry and General Electric Conpany.
The Southeast nural depicts Lynn's cultural history. The section of painting and
scul pture of theProcurenent Division, US Treasury Departnent provided the funding
for these nurals.

The Lynn Main Post Office represents thewrk of Edward H Hoyt and Associates and
Ripley and LeBoutillier. Information was not available on Hoyt and Associ ates.
Herbert G Ripley of Ripley and LeBoutillier was a prom nent Boston Architect based
for many years at 45 Bronfield Street. Herbert G Ripley (1869-12/15/1942) was born
in Melrose and educated at MI1.T. (Class of 1890). After college he went t o Chicago
to work with Charles B Atwood, chief designer for Daniel Burnham on t he Col umbi an
Exposition buildings (Chicago World Fair 1893). He returned t oBoston t owork as
cheif draftsman i nthefirm of Peabody and Stearns. Between 1928 and 1942 he practiced
with AB LeBoutillier, Ripley was a talented watercolorist and author of many
articles on architecture. At thetime of his death i n1942 he was conpleting a
history of theBoston Society of Architects. He i scredited with thedesign of the
Levi Warren High School i nWést Newton.
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FIELD REAL ESTATE AND BUILDINGS OFFICE
PC Bo«324
Lexington. MA 0217»0324

Augus 20, 1966

The Bsnorable Antonio J. Norino
hbyor, dty of Lynn

Lynn City fell
Gty fell Sguare
lynn, M\ 01901

Dear feyor Marino:

The US EMtal Service inoonjunction with the Massachusetts State Historic
Preservation Officer in Boston has evaluated the Main Ebst Ofice inlynn and
has determned it issignificant froman historical viewpoint.

In viewof the above evaluation, the US Rested Service intends to nom nate
this building to the National Register of Historic Places. e would, prior to
our taking formal action, appreciate receiving your concurrence.

If you concur with our proposed action, kindly return a signed copy of this
letter in the enclosed envel ope.

Sincerely,

Gregory Gilleland
General fenager

Ccncur:
Ehclosures

JPC/ljr
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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE
Real Estate and Buildings Department
475 L'Enfant Plaza, SW

Washington, DC  20260-6400
May 12, 1986
Ms. Carol D Shul
Chief of Registration
National Register of Historic Places A
National Park Service "
Department of Interior o v M if
Washi ngton, D.C. 20240-1002 A
Dear Ms. Shul |: * \Y, = >
The Postal Service hereby submts a nomnation forthe
post office located at 51 Wllow Street, Essex County,
Lynn, Massachusetts. = A
If you have questions concerning this nowunatlon pl ease
call ne at 202/268-3107. - « e , .
Sincerely, - ' ., '
( John S Sorenson
Lreal ty Specialist, Senior
Office of Real Estate

Encl osure

NS
MY | 6



