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1. Name

historic -

2. Locatlon

street & nymber 1 mile NE _of Fort ani--l-

City, to‘,wnz i N/A

state
3. CIassuflcatlon \
Category Ownershlp . status - S S
— district - X ‘publigss & oo T e 2 1 nioccupied . B ; ’;mixse‘um
buudm'g(s)‘ rwate 2 Xunocc‘upled’ : : L parks ool s
X_structure viilezzbothiz Sl Zzmo o work incprogress:: :.,pnvate reSJdence
—_Ssite Public Acqulsmon Accessible : = entertainment rel;g_loy_sw P
- object —_ _inprocess . ——_yes: restricted —___government = —___scientific
. —__being considered Lyes unrestricted ~~ ___industrial ' — transportation
N/A —_no - " military X__other: ...
Owner of Property
name Bourbon County

street & number 210 South National

city, town Fort Scott © N/A_ vicinity of : staté - Kansas

5. Location of Legal Descruptlon

depository for survey records _

counhouse' registry of deeds, etc. Bourbon County Cnnﬂ‘hmlqp
street & number 210 South Natiomnal
city, town : ' Fort Scott - state . RKansas

6. Representatuon in Ex|st|ng Surveys

title Kansaslestor:Lc Sites Survey : has this property been determined eligible? __. . yes ‘X no

date  July, 1972 | B - ___federal X  state ____ county —local

city, town  Lopeka ' N ' state Kansas 66612




LR

7. Description

Condition Check one ‘Check one

——excellent ____deteriorated __ . unaltered __Xoriginal site ,
good . z_ruins X atered °© ___moved  date N/A
e fair —_ unexposed V

Describe the present and origii{lal (if known) physica‘l appéarance

The bridge that spans the Marmaton River one mile northeast of the city
of Fort Scott, Kansas, is on the original bridge site and is currently
in fair condition. The bridge is comprised of three bowstring tied arch
spans which include various stringers and braces. Two cut stone p1ers support
the large 112 foot center span which is flanked by the two smaller spans of
50 feet each that terminate on the respective north/south abutments of the
bridge. The existing superstructure, piers and abutments are comprised of
original fabric, but most of the flooring was removed after it was. destroyed by
a fire which occurred in 1974.  The bridge is 15'9" wide. The floor of the
bridge is about 35 feet above the Marmaton R:Lver.

Some deterioration has occurred as the result of constant exposure to
indigenous environmental conditions and the. 'cessation-of applieable maintenance:
-All of the metal fabric in the superstructure-and sub-bracing is:severély -
" irusted but appears to be sound and undamaged by the fire which destroyed.the.
flooring. The piers and abutments are in good condition and do not have any.
major age cracks in the bonding fabric or stone matrix.

In 1980 Bourbon County Englneer Lewis Shields estimated that the total
restoration cost would be approximately $20,000.00. The latter restoration would
include the replacement of the oak floor and support beams and the sandblasting/
coating of all of the metal fabric. '



8. Significance

Period » Areas of-Significance—Check and justify below . ..

___prehistoric ___ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning "7 landscape architecture___ religion

——1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic — conservation o law . —'science

. 1500-1599 ___ agriculture - economics — literature — sculpture

—1600-1699 ____architecture - education — military ‘ —social/

—1700-1799 _art X__ engineering —_music. ‘ humanitarian

_X 1800-1899 ____ commerce _ expldration/settlement _. philosophy — theater

— 1900~ —___communications — industry LB polltlcs/government —X_transportation
e , —___invention _ a8 sl —other (specify)

Specific dates 1878-1879 Builder/Architect King Bridge Company

IR

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) T
The Marmaton Bridge near Fort Scott, Kansas, is a rare extant example of

a triple span bow-string arch bridge. It crosses the Marmaton River at the
site of a ford that was- an integral part of an older military/public highway.

The highway had been constructed by the U, S. Army to connect various Forts
that had been established as part of the 1840-1853 Permanent Indian Frontier.

When the brldge Was constructed in 1878 the frontler had advanced west and
c ind, pedestrian trafflc._. Although

: 1y

The May 4, 1878 Fort Scott Monitor noted that "some efforts are being
made to have a brldge constructed over Military Ford. It has been a want
long felt by the business men of our city and farmers East of us."

The contract for the metal fabric of the bridge was awarded to the King'~
Bridge Company of Clevéland, Ohio, on June 8, 1878. The completed bridge was
accepted by the Bourbon County Board of Commissioners on January 14, 1879 and
the King Bridge Company was paid $3233 00 for completing their part of the

construction contract. Mr. John S. Miller was awarded the'contracts for the
construction of the stone bridge piers and the approach abutments., On January
21, 1879, Mr. Miller was paid $1500.00 for having' ¢dmpléted the approach -abutments.

The Marmaton Bridge served vehicular and pedestrian traffic that traveled
the county road. from 1878 to 1965. 1In 1965 the bridge was closed and became
a footbridge. "In 1974 the flooring of the bridge was almost completely destroyed
by a fire of suspicious origin and it was closed to all traffic.

THIS STATEMENT REFLECTS CURRENT KNOWLEDGE “AND IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.



10. Geographlcal Data R

Acreage of nomihated property 1/2 acre : r
Quadrangle name _Fort Scott B ~ Quadrangle scale __1:24000
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state N/A
state  N/A , code coenty o
11. Form Prepared By o

name/titie

organizatlon Ks" State‘H1stor1ca1 Soc1ety--HPD

street&numberl?@ Wes_t Te,n:th_-

et

;,fte,,leahor\ve _ 931,296732‘5].,

city or town Topeka
12. State Hlstorle Preservatlon -:Offleer Certlfueatlon

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

—__national " _X state” local - on

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Hlstonc Preservatlon Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 7y
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