


NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

The Z. E. C l i f f House, residence o f a prominent Somerviiie developer and 
po l i t i c ian , is a f i n e l y a r t i cu la ted example of the Shingle S ty le . Retaining 
i n t e g r i t y of l oca t i on , design, mater ia ls , workmanship, f e e l i n g , and 
association and f u l f i l l s Cr i ter lorr ant C of the National Register of 
His tor ic Places on the local leve"i. 

ARCHHECTORAL SIOIIFICftNCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
Other buildings within the ocMraiunity. 

The Z. E. C l i f f House is an excel lent example of the Shingle-Sty le, one of the 
best remaining examples in Somervii ie. I t is characterized by a broad gambrel 
roof and diamond-paned window mull ions in several windows. The "sucked-in" 
gable window, s l i g h t l y recessed with contoured shingled reveals , was a 
hallmark of the s t y l e . Polygonal bay windows were added a few years a f te r the 
bu i ld ing 's ca. 1900 construct ion. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role cwners played in locad or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

As one of Somerville's most active builders. Zebedee E. Cliff had a great '. 'A-
impact on the c i t y ' s development. He was an alderman and was la ter elected ^ 
Mayor. C l i f f e as a carpenter-turned-developer who b u i l t many of the c i t y ' s 
f i nes t one-and-two-family houses; Powderhouse Terrace in northeastern ' " • 
Somervii ie was among his f i nes t res ident ia l development. At the time of his 
death. C l i f f was credi ted wi th over $2 m i l l i o n worth o f construct ion. 
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