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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Completed ca. 1904, Winnie Davis Hall is a two and one-half story Late Gothic Revival 
brick structure set upon a raised basement. It consists of two major axes which intersect 
in the center at right angles. Rising above the point of intersection is a Gothic-style 
octagonal tower. Each side of the tower has a multipaned window with Gothic tracery 
above which is a label molding. Two stone belt courses encircle the tower which is also 
distinguished by a stone cornice and crenelated parapet above.

The front facade presents a projecting entrance foyer with a symmetrical bay on each 
side. The entrance bay features a double door in a pointed arch configuration encircled 
by a sidelight and transom fretwork motif. The central window above the portal is com­ 
posed of plate tracery. On the side bays, each floor features a grouping of three 
pointed-arch windows with label moldings and quoins. A bichrome effect is created 
between the yellow brick window embellishments and the red brick walls. Ca. 1930 a gabled 
dormer window was added to each side.

The side and rear facades are basically identical and are composed of three bays (with 
the central bay projecting forward). Each bay has three pointed-arch windows identical 
to those of the front. The projecting bays also feature a double window in the roof 
gables. Above the stone cornice is a brick parapet wall. Gabled dormers have also been* 
added to the side bays.

The basement is stucco-over-jbrick and is separated from the main floor by a stone water 
table. Doors and windows (1/1) are spaced to correspond with those above.

Interior: The focal point of the interior is an open octagonal well which extends from 
the basement and culminates in an octagonal skylight (presently boarded up). The pro­ 
jecting entrance bay features a double stairway. On each of the other three sides of the 
open central well is a classroom—each beinglocated in a projecting bay and illuminated 
by windows on three sides.

In the basement level a vault designed for the storage of historical documents is located 
to the right of the open well. This originally housed the archives of Winnie Davis School

Although the exterior of the structure is sound, the interior has been neglected and needs 
renovation. Only minor alterations have been made to the structure.
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An excellent example of the Late Gothic Revival style of architecture, Winnie Davis 
Hall was completed ca. 1904 on the campus of Limestone College, a college for 
women that was established in the mid 1800s. The building was named in honor 
of Jefferson Davis's daughter and designed as a depository for records related 
to the War Between the States. It was also to serve as a center for the promotion 
of the study of southern history and literature.

In the summer of 1899, Limestone College president Lee Davis Lodge, after re­ 
ceiving the consent of Mrs. Jefferson Davis, recommended to the school's trustees 
that a special school of history be established. According to the 1901 Limestone 
College catalog:

It is proposed to make Limestone a great center of historical 
investigation, where the rich material of the South may be 
collected, preserved, organized and interpreted; where thorough 
instruction in history will be given by scholars trained in 
university methods...."'

This catalog also reported: "The 'Winnie Davis School of History 1 is receiving 
the enthusiastic support of the whole South." 2 In 1900 the General Assembly of 
the State of South Carolina passed a resolution endorsing the school and 
directing:

...any officer of the State in charge thereof to permit the 
authorities of the Winnie Davis School of History to obtain 
a copy of each and every historical publication issued 
by authority of the State of South Carolina, and copies of 
any and all historical documents are hereby permitted to be 
made for said Limestone "Winnie Davis School of History." 3

(continued)

1. Limestone College Catalog 1901-1902 (Gaffney, S.C.: 
College Press, 1901), p. 49.

2. Ibid., p. 51.

Limestone

3. Reports and Resolutions of the General Assembly of the State of South 
Carolina at the Regular SessiorTCommencing January 9, T90DT Tol. II (Columbia: 
The Bryan Printing Company), p. 1141.
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Manuscripts and documents including newspapers, photographs and letters were 
collected, many of which remain in the possession of the school today. During 
the period from World War I through World War II, however, the program slowed. 
According to one source, at this time many items were returned to their original 
owners. In 1927 the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools recommended 
that the school be incorporated into the college's academic program as a depart­ 
ment of history. As a result, Winnie Davis Hall was used for history classes 
until 1975, when the building was considered no longer safe.

Today, although the busts and portraits which once lined the walls and many 
of the records are gone, Limestone College is restoring Winnie Davis Hall to 
house classrooms and offices. The vault room will be used as an art gallery 
and archives.

Architecture: Winnie Davis Hall is an excellent example of the Late Gothic 
Revival style. Outstanding features of the building include an octagonal 
skylighted well that extends from the basement to the third floor, a double 
staircase in the foyer, an octagonal tower with crenelated parapet, and 
mullioned windows with plate tracery. With the exception of minor alterations 
the building exists almost completely in its original 1904 form.
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