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1. Name of Propertv
historic name Hubbardston Town Common Historic District
othar names'ste number First Parish Church of Hubbardston, Unitarian; Old Buria Ground

2. Location

street & number Main and Brigham Stregts N/A not for publication
city or town Hubbardston N/A  vicinity
date Massachusetts code MA  ocountv Worcester code 027 zpoode 01452

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this, S{f@imination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties Inthe National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
“meets * does not meet thp National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

« nationally » statewide SJlgcaliy. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/TitTe Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby certify that this property is: Date of Agtiion y
'entered in the National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the
National Register
* See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):
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Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
_ private _ building(s)
_X public-local jAdistrict
_ public-State __ site
_ public-Federal _ structure
object

Name of related multiple property listing

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions

(Enter c;ategories from instructions)

RELIGION: religious facility
SOCIAL: meeting hall

RECREATION AND CULTURE: monuments
LANDSCAPE: town common
FUNERARY: cemeterv

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

MID-19th CENTURY: Greek Revival

Narrative Description

Worcester Countv, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 0
3 0
2 0
8 7
14 7

buildings
sites
structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed

in the National Register
0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RELIGION: religious facilitv

EDUCATION: school (dav-care center)

RECREATION AND CULTURE: monuments

LANDSCAPE: town common
FUNERARY: cemetery

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation BRICK
walls BRICK

WOOD: weatherboard
roof ASPHALT
other STONE: marble, granite
BRONZE; WOOD

(Describe the historic and current condition ofthe property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. Description

Generd Description

The L-shaped 119 acre parcd of land that remains from the common land st out for the
medinghouse dte a the center of the town of Hubbardgton in 1773 is till the location of the
community's origina church, itsoldest burial ground, and along grassed goece that is dotted with
monuments and commemorative objects.

Located on asmdl rise near the east end of the property a the heed of the common, the First
Parish Church (MHC #26, photo #1) formsavisual anchor for the south part of Hubbardston
town center & the intersection of Main Strest (MA Route 68), Worcester Road, and Brigham and
Elm Strests Opposite the common and church on the west Sde of Main Street isa small
civic/commercia/resdential cluster of buildings, of which the maor visua festures are the 1874
brick. Sscond Empirel/ltalianate Public Library (NRIND 1998), with a modern brick school and
town offices behind it, and avacant. Somewhat deteriorated hip-roofed Federd houseand its
accompanying Greek Reviva dore. Hillsde farmsare visible to the southwest on Worcester
Roed and Elm Street, and, mounting the low rise of Brigham Street opposite the south Sde of the
common and church, as awell-presarved line of stylish Greek Revival houses North of the
common, Main Stregt extendsfor 13 of amile to end a Hubbardston's sscond church, the
Evangedlicd Congregationa Church of 1827, which like the First Church, was updated in the
1840sand 1860s Main Street islined with minimally dtered Federd and Greek Reviva houses
afew Quean Anne resdences and ahandful of samal 20* century buildings. On the northeest part
ofthe common isthe c. 1773 town cemetery (photo #8), the Old Burial Ground (MHC #800). An
open knoll beyond it to the eedt isthe location originally designated for the meetinghouse, part of
a saven-acre parcd that was exchanged in 1773 for the 3.5-acre portion of the minister's|ot
which provided the land for the church.

First Parish Church (MHC #26)

Although it is bdieved to contain portions of the original 1773 frame of the Hubbardston
mestinghouse, the gppearance of the First Church of Hubbardston today is largely aresult of an
1842 rebuilding inthe Greek Reviva style, embelished by an 1863-69 update which include a
new brick foundation and somelate Victorian renovations. The church isa smply-detailed
clgpboarded, gable-front building with a four-sage degple (photo #2) - the epitome of the white
New England church overlooking a smdl town common.

Exterior The church isasimple, rectangular one-by-four bay block consisting of a clapboarded

(continued)
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sanctuary and full-width vestibule or narthex st upon ahigh brick basament story which endoses
alarge vestry, front stair hall/lobby, and a smal modern kitchen. The church's Gresk Revival
exterior is accentuated by the wide flushboarded pediment of its main (west) feBade; and by the
entablature of boxed cornice with bed molding, crown molding and broad frieze with architrave.
The four wide recessed-panded pilagters of the faBade, with molded capitads and devoid of bases,
ae another emphatic, through smply interpreted Greek Reviva motif typical of the early 1840s
The outer two feBade pilagters trim the front comers, matching pilasters gppeer & the reer comers
of the building. Long recessed pands are repedted a the window casing of the main story, where
they are punctuated by flat blocks a the upper corners. Thetall windows of the sanctuary and
narthex are composad of three 15-pane saahes awindow-type typical of the Gresk Revival

period. The windowsof the lower brick (vestry) story, which took on its present gppearance a5
part of therenovations of 1868-1869, are 10/15 sa=h, with 4-inch wideflat, unadorned wooden
cadngs (photo #3). The rear (east) gable end wall of the building iswindowless except for the
single ground-gory 10/15 window in its south portion, hi the wall north of the window, adouble-
leaf door with four recessed pandsis st into aflat-board casng. The upper, dagpboarded part of
the rear wall is unpedimented, and has a modern louvered rectangular vent in the gable pesk.

A widewater table ringsthe building a the juncture between the upper and lower walls. Inthe
lower brick wall below each pilaster isa shdlow pier, one brick degp, which hdps to visually
unify the upper and lower parts of the building. The main center entry of the west faBade, which
acquired its massve granite doorgone and was dtered somewha during the 1860sremodeling, is
recessad into the brick wall. 1t hes apair of double-leaf doors, eech with six recessed pands
trimmed with large-scde applied moldings. The entry surround is a handsome classically-derived
example with recessed-pand pilagters and frieze that echo those inthe main wall above. The
opening is surmounted by atriangular pediment, itsfield embelished with carved foliate
decoration on a black background, inscribed ingold with "Erec.d June 1773."

The gabled asphdt shingle roof hes logt itstwo interior rear-wal gove chimneys. Whena
furnace replaced the heating dovesin 1963, anarrow brick exterior furnace chimney was added
agang the front part of the northwall. A graceful four-stage Seeple, rebuilt after the Hurricane
of 1938 as acopy of its Greek Reviva predecessor, crowns the front gable end of the roof. Its
uare, flushboarded base, which hes panded pilagters a the corners, houses the three-sded
Roman-numerded 1898 town clock, desgned by Abel Stowell. Boththe clock and the 1833
bronze bell that hangsin the saoond dage of the seeplewere formerly mounted on the west end
of the origina mesatinghouse. The belfry, which is embelished with flat corner pilasters and

(continued)
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recessed-pand and cornerblock surrounds a eech of its four tall rectangular openings, is now
fitted with sx-pane glass pandson each 9de. Thethird dage of the Segple is adecorative block
adorned with a series of panded pilasters, the comer onesangled to creste an octagon. The
octagond dhape is continued above it in a series of moldings which form the bese of the dender,
octagondl, flushboard spire. Atop the spire is agilded openwork weethervane mounted on a
dender podt fitted with three ball finials.

The exterior gppearance of the church today, complete with the weathervane and the inscription
on the entry pediment, remains nearly identica to what is shown inall known historic
photographs of the building, the earliest of which datesto 1881. Missing, however, are thetwo
rear dove chimneys and the louvered blinds of the windows. Someof the latter are sored inthe
building.

Interior features. The interior of the First Church, while echoing the simplicity of the exterior,
digplays somewhat more evidence of the 1880sremodeling, as well as afew later features. The
main sanctuary isan agpproximately 45 x 52' foot goecewith acurve-front rear bacony (photo
#6). The handsome mahogany pulpit, which gandsinfront of atall curtained wall recessat the
eed end, is of thewide platformtypical, typical of the 1840s Four banks of open dip pewsfill
mog of the floor goace (photo #5). In typical 19* century fashion, they are divided by two sde
aides, and by along wooden pand that extends down the center of the church. At the wall the
outer paws abut a horizontal-board wainscoting. At the aide, each pew terminates in a recessed
pand, topped with a graceful scrolled, varnished armrest. A vamished wood rail finishesthe top
of the badk rests and the wainscoting as well. The backs and endsof the pews are painted white.
The church as rebuilt in 1842 continued the precedent st in the earlier megtinghouse of placing
pews for the deacon, the traditional "deacon's seets” a the front of the church beside the pulpit.
Five rows of these are located in the northeestern corner of the sanctuary, facing south toward the
pulpit, and fronted by a mahogany-panded pargpet (photo #4). In the southeedt front corner isa
smadll, dlightly raised choir loft, endosad on three 9des by afour-foot high early-modern partition
wall, panded on the outsde, and with a beeded-board surface on the choir sde. Ingtead of pews,
the choir enclosure isfurnished with asat of adozen spindie-backed wooded chairs with woven-
reed seats. The chairs ae of an increasingly raretype usad a the tum of the century in schools
and churches - their backsfitted with doweed hymnbook holders, and horizontal racks for more
books positioned under the seats A amdl mid-20"* century electric organ is located & the reer of
the choir loft.

At the rear (west) end of the sanctuary, the curve-fronted balcony projects partway into the main

(continued)
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Foace. Itsfront pargpet rests on arecessed-pand wall pilagter & ether end; itsface is filled with
five long horizontal recessed pands. The two banks of bacony pews are curved, and are trimmed
in smilar manner to those on the main floor. The varnished wood st of the front balcony pew
is buih isalong continuous curve from the south to northwall (photo #6). A partition wall across
the rear of the balcony hes awainscoting of horizontal boards, and endoses atwo-part closet that
is sheathed on the interior with horizontal pine boards. Itstwo doors (the center one isdouble-
leaf), have four recessed pandswith dightly raised fields. The single door to the closet is fitted
with aNorfolk latch, as are two more doors a the north end of the wall which open onto the
darways to the main floor and to the attic/belfry. The attic and south closet doors retain iron box

locks- perhgpstwo the locks listed in church records as having bean purchased during the 1860s
renovations.

Both parts of the sanctuary retain their painted pinefloorboards.The ceiling and the walls above
the wainscoting are plastered. While the panded and cornerblock surrounds of the windows echo
those on the exterior, the two main doorways leading into the sanctuary have the added
embdlishment of alarge keystone-like block inthe center. The 1860s interior changes are likely
to include the two sanctuary doors, which have recessed pandswith gpplied moldings, as well as
the large compound crown molding & the top of thewall, and the architrave or "picture’ molding
about afoot below it. The huge medalion in the center ofthe ceiling, about 8feet in diameter,
which now holds a multi-bulb dectric light fixture, may dateto the sameperiod. A turn-of-the-
century octagond wooden wall clock is mounted on the face of the balcony pargpet. Two pieces
of furniturea the front of the church dateto the Gresk Revival period - apedestd mahogany
table infront of the pulpit, and an upholstered mahogany minister's sofasa into the central wall
recess A later object of note & the southeadt front of the church isthe octagona oek baptismal
font, which was donated and dedicated to Theodora Estelle Hubbard in 1950.

Like mogt mid-19* century New England churches, the First Church hes a broad vegtibule across
the narrow front (west) end of the building. 1t is not known, however, which parts of that front
Foace daeto the 1842 recongtruction, and which to the 18680s renovations. Because records
indicate that the building was raised as much as four feet in 1868, itislikely that a leed the
broad, handsomethree-run gair a the south end of the vestibule was rebuilt or rewvorked a that
time. The baniger, built of dark naturd wood, with a square-dowd badudrade, alargeturned
newe pog a the beseand cylindrical newd pogstopped with ball finialsat the landings, is still
isthe Gresk Reviva vein. The gairs themsdves were modified in 1923, and the entire hardwood
dair and vestibule flooring probably dates to that time. The wallsof the upper leve of the

(continued)
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vestibule havethe same type of wainscoting as the church. Its northwest section isoccupied by a
closat that abutsthe curving comer dair to the balcony.

The ground story of the building isthe mogt dtered part of the interior. The lower levd of the
vestibule now has amodern kitchen fitted into its north end, as well as apair of modern lavatories
agang the front wall between the entry and stair. The vestry, which fills the goece under the
sanctuary, retans its sx-pand, double-leaf front entry doors and alow dage acrossthe north end.
It hes otherwise been made over into amodern day care center, with endosed support pods,
dropped ceiling and new wall board.

Attic. The only part of the building where the frameof the building isvisible isthe open,
unfinished attic. The structure over the sanctuary includes a series of four massive king-post
trusses, each incorporating double principa rafters. Hefty diagond bracesrise from the lower
part of the king pogsto each lower rafter, and from lower to upper rafters, where they are pinned
into two satsof ac. 10 x 10" purlinswhich carry the common rafters. There isno ridge beam; the
common rafters meet a the ridge with what gppeer to be bridlejoints. Most of thetimbers,
including the dovetailed and haf-dovetailed 6 x 6" ceilingjoists for the sanctuary, gppeer to be
vertical-sawn. The roof boardsare horizontal. The rear (east) gable-end wall of the building
visible inthe attic has indead of aking pog, atwo-posted, horizonta-top-chord truss.
Supporting the supposgition that the church was dongated by 16+ feet & the front (west) end isthe
fact that the first inner west truss is of smilar congtruction to the outer eest end wall truss -
complete with sud mortises in the upper and lower chords, and nail holes on the outer faces of
the pogs. In the bay between the wes inner truss and the front wall, where the roof timbers are
of amdler dimendons, there is much evidence of rebuilding that took place after the hurricane of
1938, and again in 1948, when lightning dameged the front section of the roof.

Hubbardston Common (MHC #910, photograph #7)

Behind and just northeest of the church building, portions of the fieldstone foundations of three
connected 19* century church horse sheds that backed up to the cemetery's south wall are still
visible in the ground (map #4). There is no aoveground trace | eft of the town's hearse houss,
however, which was built on the high ground just esst of the church inabout 1830. A small

modern playground for the day care center, ringed with achain-link fence (map #19) now
occupies that area

(continued)
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The long rectangular portion of the common infront of the church isdotted with scattered
deciduous trees. Twolinesof young osks and maples parallel the south edge of the property
aong Brigham Stret and the north edge dong an unpaved driveway that extends from Main
Street & the northwest corner of the property to the north dde of the church. Two mature blue
Foruce trees in the southwest portion form acounterpoint to the deciduous trees. With the
exception of one large sugar meple a the edge of Brigham Stret, al the trees gppear to date to
this century, possbly planted to replace the dying dms which were placed on the common in
beautification effortsin the second half of the 19* century. One leg of Brigham Streat (formerly
the Westmingter Road) once branched diagonally northwest acrassthe common in front of the
church to Main Street. Today itsline ismarked by a concrete and agphdt-paved footpath (meap
#7). Another walkway of concrete dabs arosses north to south directly infront of the church,
with ashort branch extending west to connect with the footpath.

Roughly aligned aong the west from of the common, about where asmdl dore was standing in
1870, isaclugter of objectsof varying date and significance. The centerpiece of the group isthe
Soldier's Monument, which was erected and dedicated in 1885 (MHC #902, map #8, photo # 7).
This square-sectioned, columnar monument of gray and white marble dandsabout 10' tall on a
two-part square bese, surrounded by asmdl raised area cregted by the addition of graved fill. The
names of Hubbardston's Civil War soldiers are carved on three sdes, aove the locations of some
of the battles inwhich they took place - Cold Harbor, Port Hudson and New Bern. Above the
inscription on the west face of the monument iswritten "In memory of our fallen heroes” The
comers of the main shaft of the monument are carved with cannon barrels. Above acove comice
a the monument's top is afour-sided, dark-gray pyramid of carved cannonballs, topped by a
daue of an eegle

The monument isflankedby apair of amdl bronze cannon (MHC #904, mgp #9), placed therein
1905. Each barrd isst into alow rugticated square granite base. To either Sde of thiscentral
clugter, and dightly cdoser to the dredt, are two 3-foot high 20* century vertical-dab granitewar
monuments (map #14 [MHC #903] and 15), eech fitted with arectangular bronze plague. The
northernmodt, ¢. 1920, is dedicated to those who served from Hubbardston in the Spanidhr
American and First World Wars, the southernmost honors those who served inWord War 11,
Close to the northeast corner of Main and Brigham Stret isan unusud surviva of a 19¢ century
wooden guideboard (map #10). Though undoubtedly repaired & numerous times, this
guideboard, which consggs of two dgns mounted a right angles to each other on atall square
post topped with acarved urn, gopearsin severd historic photographs dating to the 1890s The

(continued)
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rased letters of the Sgns give mileege to neighboring towns. A tall flagpole (map #11) which
dandsdirectly behind the Soldiers Monument is gpparently the one put up in 1917 and partially
replaced in 1949. Thefina contributing commemorative dement on the common isa granite
millstone (map #12), originaly from Prentiss Mill in Eag Hubbardston, which isst vertically
into aconcrete besejust above Brigham Stret, to the south of the church. 1n addition to two later
war memorias, non-contributing dements to the Ste include awooden utility pole (mgp #18) a
short digance eest of the Monument; ashort iron pipe inaconcrete dab on the south edge of the
common (gpparently remaining from the former town pump - mgp #13); and two low
freestanding 9gns near the edge of Main Street - aplain wooden one usd by the town (map
#17), the other awood-frame box sign belonging to the church, covered with atransparent pand

(map #16).

Old Burial Ground (MHC #800, phato #8)

The northeast arm of the L-shgped Town Comimon property is occupied by the Old Burial
Ground; aroughly square plot ringed with low fieldstone walls (mep #6) and opened c. 1773.
The entrance isthrough an opening in the west portion of the south wall, neer the church. A
large, modern, wooden sign, painted with the burial ground's dternate name, the Parish
Cemetery, dandsjust to indde the entrance.  In the et portion of the south wall isthe massve
granite-block face of the community receiving tomb, the town tomb of 1872 (MHC #906, mep
#5). Typica of itstime, thisisan earthen-topped burial chamber, with asmply detailed cadt-iron
door.

The burial ground includes about 500 sone markers, many of them arranged inlong, roughly
digned rows, facingwes. Severd open aress suggest that many graves may be unmarked.

While there isno formal landscaping, three tall trees - two pine and ahorse-chestnut - dand in a
north-south line at the east end of the cametery, suggedting that a sometime early in thiscentury
there may have bean atree-planting campaign here. The remains of saverd large tree sumps,
egpecidly a the west end, o hint a what may have once been condderable tree cover. There
ae no endosed family plots, dthough the tops of severd granite curbsones inthe west portion
indicate that some groups of markers may once have bean curbed or fenced.

Typica of arura New England cemetery that was open from the 1770s through the third quarter
of the 19* century, the earlier grave markers are date, and those erected after c. 1830 are marble.
There are two smple marble obdisks dating to the mid 19* century, and one square-sectioned
granite monument, approximeately five feet tall that was put in place in 1906. While the mgjority

(continued)
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of the markers are in good condition, someof the dates display some spalling, and many of the
marbles are somewhat effaced. Severd broken doneswere manded a an early date with iron
bars saveard others lieinpieces While many markers have become somewhat sunken or
misaligned with time, severd fallen gonesthat are now lying flat hint a amore sarious problem.
Some of these are nearly covered with earth; more may be completely covered and no longer
visible.

Together the funerary markersin the buria ground form acollection of folk art which spans the
period from the Revolution through the Civil War era The earliest gravestones are a pair of
memoriadsto two sgers, Molley and Sdly Grimes, who died two days gpart in September 1777
a the agesof two and four. Theseare amdl shouldered dates, nearly buried in the ground,
decorated with acombination of highly carved schematic desgns such as whorls and spiras, as
well as winged heedsin the upper section. Severd markers from the end of the 18+ century
display winged spirit heads, and afew larger more expensive sones are carved with portrait
heads The large four-foot high date memorid to the town's first minister. Rev. Nehemiah
Parker (d. 1801), isthe mogs well developed of the portrait dones. Thisisan architecturd date,
decorated with incised columnsand archway, and aportrait bust with aclerical collar under a
willow tree.

Markers dating from 1800 - c. 1840 are typicaly shouldered dateswith shallow, incised
decoration, Neoclassica architectural motifs, and the urn and willow images that were nearly
ubiquitous in New England & that time. There are afew tree of life desgns, and severd markers
depicting vassswith incised flowers. A handful of datesfrom the 1830s and 40s are signed by
members of the Hartwell family of Ashby and Fitchburg. These are al of the architecturd type,
with textured backgrounds, and the urn and willow in the upper portion. A few display the um
and willow within acircular field. Some Hartwell Sonesare characterized by a mixture of
lettering styles, including block-like letters, cursvewriting and an daborate gothic script. They
adso display avariety of floral and foliate motifs, including sunflowersand ok leaves

The later markers in the buria ground tend to be marble, very smply carved, often only with

inscriptions and no decoration. Many of these are rectangular, dthough some are shouldered,
with rounded tops, afew have tapered ddesand dightly pesked tops.

(continued)
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Archaeological Description

No prehigtoric dtesare recorded on the church property or inthe gengrd area(within one mile).
In generd, environmenta characterigtics of the upland parcd on which the church is located are
not well suited for mog types of prehistoric Stes. The property is located well over 1000 feet
from the nearest wetlands, an important locational factor that detracts from the overal prehistoric
sendgitivity of this location. Given the above information, church construction and known
prehistoric settlement for northem Worcester County, alow potentia exigs for locating
prehistoric dtes on the church property.

There isahigh potentia for locating historic archaeologica resources on the First Parish Church
property. Condgruction features, artifacts and Sructural remains may survive from the origina
constmction of the church inca 1773 and renovations during the 1840'sand 1860's.
Occupationd rdated features (trash pits, privies, wells) might dso survive rdated to the church
and itsfunctions. Structura evidence including portions offiel dstonefoundations from three
interconnected horse shedsis still visibleaong the cemetery's south wall. Other archaeological
evidence rdated to these outbuildings may a0 exist. Structurd evidence might also survive
from the town hearse house, located on high ground eedt of the church inthe 1880's. Unmarked
graves may be presant in the areadong thefieldstonewall separating the nominated property
fromthe cemetery.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

_xC Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

XA owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

_ B removed from its original location.

_ C a birthplace or grave.

j< D a cemetery.

_ E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
_ F acommemorative property.

_ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Worcester Countv, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE

RELIGION

SOCIAL HISTORY

POLITICS/IGOVERNMENT

COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

Period of Significance
1773-1950

Significant Dates
1773
1842
1869

1885

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A
Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Abel Stowell (tower clock)
J.F. Pales (1869 renovations)
Albert Goodspeed (1869 renovations)

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

previously listed in the National Register

previously determined eligible by the National
Register

designated a National Historic Landmark

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering

Record #

Primary location of additional data:

_X_State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local government
_ University
X Other
Name of repository:
American Antiquarian Society
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8. Significance

The Hubbardston Town Common possessss integrity of location, design, setting, materidls,
workmanship, feeling and association and meats National Regiger CriteriaA and C a theloca
level. Through the presence of the First Parish Church (formerly the town meetinghouse), the
original community burying ground, and the remaining portion of the common land that has been
reserved for public use snce the founding of the town, the district megts Criterion A for its
association with the governmentd, religious and socid history of Hubbardston for over 125
years. Located & amagjor intersection in the center of this Worcester County town, thissmall
district was the town's combined civic and socid center as well as its primary religiousfocus
from the 1770sthrough the splitting off of aCalvinist congregation in 1827. After a substantia
rebuilding of the original megtinghouse in 1842 added a large ground story vestry/meeting hall,
the function of the building was divided between rdigious sarvicesin the sanctuary and ue as a
community gathering place for the town's socid groups and reformist organizations inthe vestry,
a combined use which continued well intothe 20' century. As Hubbardston never built atrue
town hall, the church was usad as apolling place and goecefor Town Meetings from 1774
through 1931. The resting place of nearly all Hubbardston's first generation of resdents, and
hundreds more through the middle of he 19" century, the Old Burid Ground is significant for its
association with the socid and demographic development of thetown, and for its representation
of the tagtes and attitude of its citizens. The open common in front of the church, which
developed into aplace for public gatherings, aso became a commemorative dte with the building
of the Soldiers monument in 1885. With the addition of other monuments over the yearsit hes
continued that function up to the present. Under Criterion C, the church is significant as awell-
presarved example of the smply-detailed, well-proportioned Gregk Revival eccledagtical
architecture, and for portions of its 1773 frame. The common measthe same criterion for the
quality of the Soldiers Monument as commemorative sculpture, and as a manifestation of the 19*
and early-20* century village beautification movement. The burial ground qualifies under
Criterion C as acollection of regiond folk art, some sgned by the carver, and as an illustration of
colloquia cemetery design of the late 18+ through mid 19* century.

The town of Hubbardston, stuated on the devated terrain of north central Worcester County, was
one of the later communities in centra Massachusettsto be parmanently settled. For afull half-
century after the 1713 Reeoe of Utrecht diminished colonists fears of native atteck, its six-mile
uare area exided only as the thickly-wooded "Northeest Quarter” of Rutland, virtually
undeveloped except for alae-1730s roadsde inn. Theterritory was not located on ary major

(continued)
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Colonia transgportation routes, had aminimum of fertile, well-drained soil, and inits forested
remotenesswas still consdered unsafe for settlement through the middle of the 18+ century.
With the conclusion of the French & Indian wars in the 1760s, however, farming families began
to arrive, and, with apopulation of 150, they achieved district Satusin 1767. Hubbardston was
the lagt of the districtsin northern Worcester County to be formally incorporated. 1t was named
for prominent Bostonian Thomas Hubbard, Tressurer of Harvard College for many years.
Spesker of the Massachusetts House of Representatives, and owner of large amounts of land in
the vicinity. According to tradition, in exchange for the honor of naming the district, Hubbard
promised to provide the glassfor the medtinghouse. He died, however, in 1773, before he could
fulfill hispromise. Itisclamed that one version of the nursery rhyme"Old Mother Hubbard,"
who found her cupboard bare, hes an origin in a leest one of Thomas Hubbard's unkept
promises, perhapsthe one connected to Hubbardston.

Some late 18* century Hubbardston settlers were of Scotch-Irish origin, connected with or
descended from agroup of Preshyterian Covanenters who hed settled in the Rutland area after
1718; there were dso afew descendantsof Huguenots Many early resdents, especidly those
with roots in northern Ireland, were srong Calvinigts, with beliefs compatiblewith the prevailing
Congregationd orthodoxy of thetime. Thus, in contrast to many other Massachusatts
communities, Hubbardston's early yearswere relatively unscarred by religious schism. No
dternate congregations gorang up within the borders of the town before the early 1800s dthough
afew sdtlers may have atended services in adjoining towns.

Thetown's first minister, Nehemiah Parker (1742-1801) began preaching as a candidate for town
minister in 1768. Formally called to the pulpit ayear later, he was ordained under agreat oak
tree on the west part of the common in June, 1770. While the new community could barely
afford to build anew medtinghouse as well as pay itsminister. Rev. Parker was given ahousd ot
a the town center and a 150-acre "minister'sfarm™ in the southern part of town, onthe condition
that he remain for seven years

Asearly as 1737, asevenacre lot had been st asde for the meatinghouse on abrad knoll & the
center of town. After official district datuswas obtained, however, the Hubbardston proprietors
exchanged that |ot, which was st deeply back from what was to become the main dreet, for a3
/2 acre portion of the minister'slot. Thisbecame the Ste for the meatinghouse, the town
common, and the first burial lotlaid out in 1773. (According to tradition, prior to the opening of
the cemetery afew unmarked interments had been made on the southwest part of the common.)
Thefirst town schoolhouse (since demolished) was built in 1770 on the southwest corner of the
part of the lot that is now the Old Burial Ground.

(continued)
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While the burial ground was laid out & relatively little cog, if Hubbardston hed difficulties in
paying its minister, its citizenswere equaly hard-pressed to congtruct the medtinghouse that was
to bethe socid and civic, as well as the spiritual, center of the community. The original 45 x 45'
frame was raised in the spring of 1773, but it was not until the next winter that the floor was laid
and the windows built. For nearly a decede the congregation st on crude ssetsand worshiped in
what was essentialy an unfinished building, without paint, ceiling, pulpit or pews. Like other
congregations of thetime, Hubbardgton citizens looked to nearby communitiesfor their models,
dthough their draitened circumstances required that the architectural examples they chosewould
haveto be modest ones. As the Revolution was winding down in 1781, for instance, the Town
Meeting modified itsdecison to build the pulpit "according to the fashion of the pulpit of the old
Rutland meeting-houss' and voted indeed to have it comply with the "rest of the work of the
meeting-house,”" taking the smpler pulpit of the Shrewsbury church as amodd (Stowe, 125).
Both the sdle and building of pews progressed dowly, with the first box-pews built in 1794 to
replace some of the temporary rows of seats. Also in 1794, the building was painted for the first
time, both ingde and out - over twenty years after it was first opened.

Hubbardston gained nomina gatus as atown in 1775, and obtained full representative privileges
in 1786. By the 1790s, Hubbardston, like the region around it, was entering a period of relative
prosperity. Agricultural prices were rising, the Revolution and the lean yearsthat had culminated
in strong local support for Shays Rebdlion (in which Adam Wheder, afounder and deacon of
the church, was anoted leader), were behind them, and a the tum of the 19* century
Hubbardston was the fastest growing town in Worcester County. During this period, taxes
produced enough revenue to pay for saverd improvements to the medtinghouse.  Between 1805
1808 the building was enhanced by a belfry a the west end and a porch to the eest (1806), a $400
bell (1805), and by the inevitable town clock, which was commissoned from leading clockmaker
Abel Stowel (1808). Beginning in 1799, and continuing for the next two generations, funds were
dlocated yearly for a singing school, providing the pay for asinging master who led and
ingructed members of the congregation in the chora techniques of the time.

Rev. Parker's ministry ended in 1800 (he died the following year), and the town's sscond
minister. Rev. David Kendall (1768-1853) was called to the town pulpit in the summer of 1802.
He gpproached the low-paying job with caution, stating in his letter of acceptancethat "the
stipulation proposed for an annua sdlary would of itself dong be rather inadequate,” and that he
wes confident in receiving the "particular encouragements’ that had been promised to himin
order to make the position worth hiswhile. These unwritten provisonswere gpparently not
fulfilled, however, and his sevenryear ministry was frought with increasing acrimony between

(continued)
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pastor and congregetion. Even the customary supply of wood for the minister became a source of
dissgreement, leading Rev. Kendall to preach apointed sarmon from the biblical text, "where no
wood is, the fire goeth out.” (Stowe, 94) After alengthy period of negotiation and attempted
settlements, he was dismissed in 1809. Kendall later aued the town for the amount pledged to
him.

His successor was Samud Gay (1784-1848), who was ordained in the fall of 1810. Gay's tenure
was as ory as his predecessor's, though for different reesons By the time he was ordained,
growing theological factionalism hed arisen in many New England towns, and it reeched
Hubbardston just after the so-cdled "Second Greast Awakening” hed inspired awidespread
renewd of interest inreligion and revivalism. In the Hubbardston areg, evangdlicd Baptist and
Methodist societies were being formed, and Unitarianism chalenging traditional Calvinist or
"Orthodox" Congregationa teachings. Records are somewhat unclear as to the theol ogical
beliefsof the more libera loca dissenters, dthough there are indicationsthat in the 1810s and
1820s mog of them were till of the theistic Chrigtian drain of early Unitarianism. They
egpousad the divinity of Christ, but were turning away from the more affective agpects of
Congregationaism, having goparently come to reject the necessity for a converson experience as
aprerequisite for full church membership.

During their ministerial search, some of Mr. Gay's more consarvative parishioners had examined
him closaly for any espousal of Unitarian views, and severd conddered him too liberal, resulting
in alessthan unanimous voteto call him to the pulpit. He soon offended others by the "plainness
of his goeach” (Stowe, 103) and quickly gained areputation for stern, uncompromisng defense of
his principles and harsh rebuke of wrongdoing. He was an outspoken opponent of the War of
1812, which pleased many, but dienated others in the town, where strong feelings both for and
againg the war ran high. Early in his pagorate, 27 families|eft the parish in protest of his
policiesonthewar. They joined a Baptist congregation in Coldbrook, and severd of them
successfully petitioned to have their ministerial taxes ebated for the years 1813-1814. After the
war was over and the dispute had passad, somefamiliesreturned to the Hubbardston church.

It was during this period that the first Town Meeting proposas were mede for expanding the
burial ground and establishing additional cemeteries in other parts of town. 1n 1818a committee
was gppointed to dudy the matter, and asmal new burying place, later called the Warren
Cemetery (MHC #805), was opened on the road to Gardner.

Religious daghes between townspeople who favored Unitarian views and those who held to the

(continued)
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traditional Calvinist beliefsthat were still rooted inpersond sanctification, the experience of
conversion, and the Trinity became more frequent in the 1820s Inan unusud reversd, one
influential group, which included many of the church leeders, now accused Rev. Gay of being not
too liberal, but too consarvative and Calvinistic. Indefense, 38 familiesreacted by forming "The
First Restoration Society." Ogensbly an aternative religious society that amed to restore the
original Cavinist teechings of the church, its more important purpose gopears to have beento
remove monetary support for the church, as every citizen was still required by law to pay for the
support of somereligious society. Several more peoplejoined the Restoration Society over the
next four years, but a successon of three Town Meeting votes in 1826 and early 1827 never
achieved alarge enough majority to diamiss Mr. Gay from his post. The First Retoration Society
subsequently dishanded, and mogt of its membarsreturned to the town church in order to work
toward their ends within, rather than outsde, the organization. Then, after another Town Meseting
vote for dismissal failed, 88 supporters of Mr. Gay organized the Firgt Calvinistic Society of
Hubbardston. When Town Meeting took up the matter again afew weeks later, the voteto
dismiss Mr. Gay was unanimous. The newly-formed Society, content with histraditional
theology, immediately invited him to becometheir minister, and by the beginning of September,
1827, the town was official divided into two separate congregations. 94 former members of the
origina church left it tojoin the Calvinistic Society, and quickly proceeded to build their own
medtinghouse a the north end of the town center, a the intersection of Main Street and Gardner
Road. Thirty membersremained with the town church, & the old location.

The Calvinist society later changed its nameto the Evangelica Congregationd Church and
Society. Thetown church officially becamethe First Parish of Hubbardston, and the members
who remained there called themsavesthe First Congregational Society in Hubbardston.  1n spite
of the name, in theology they were becoming increasingly Unitarian, and the church was soon
referred to as both the First Parish Church and the Unitarian Church.

In 1828 avote of the town unanimoudy called the 23 year old Rev. Abner Dumont Jonesto be
their minister. Although he would receive five Sabbeths off per year, his $550 dary was still
low, and he resigned in 1832. He was succesded by the Rev. Ebenezer Robinson, who remained
himself only until 1836. During Mr. Robinson's pastorate, the official connection between town
and church that had existed snce the founding of the colony was ended in Massachusdts.
Rdligious societies henceforth operated as bodies independent of the govemment, and taxation
was no longer available for their support. After the 11* amendmeant to the Congtitution resulted
in official disesablishment in 1883, the First Church began soliciting "subscriptions® fromits
members, athough they did not necessarily provide the same amount of funding as before.

(continued)
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Moreover, the town still owned the land the church sood on, and the dividing line between the
rights and obligations of the town and church remained unclear. The aging building, which was
still the main community gathering place, and was till used for Town Meetings, was badly in
ned of repair. The old square megtinghouse design, with its high-box pews, gdleriesand
towering pulpit in the middle of the north Sde, had gone out of fashion, and there was growing
sentiment that religious and secular functions could not, and should not, be served by the same
Foece (Sinnott, 71). In any case, the building offered a lessthan adequate meeting place for the
loca civic and socia organizations that were beginning to proliferate in the middle of the 19*
century. Consequently, thanks to loans, donations and work provided by church leeders, the
building was enlarged and rebuilt in 1842, with its secular and rdligious functions divided
between two stories.

Records are undear astojust how much of the original meetinghouse wes retained, dthough it is
believed that enough remains to still qualify it as one of the few surviving 18 century
mestinghouse dructures in Worcester County. At severd church mestings in 1841 various plans
were debated, including tearing down the old building, giving back the society's "right in the
meetinghousg" to the town in exchange for anew plot of land, sdlling the building outright, or
moving it. Any plan for demolition or ateration was complicated by the necessity of buying back
the old pews from their owners, atask which would involve the raising of short-term cash over
and above what was necessary for congruction cogs At the church's annud meeting in 1842 it
wes finally decided to "take down the medtinghouse and convert its materids into anew one 0
far as they will answer for that purpose” and to congruct "a new house onthe same siteor
dsawhere on the common.” The membes of the Building Committee, who gppeer to have
provided mog of theinitial funds for the project, were given condderable leaway to make
decisdons and to "view other meetinghouses and procure aplan” (Records of the First
Congregational Society of Hubbardston) The new building, which is beieved to incorporeate
mogt of the frame, a leed, of the old meatinghouse, was essentidly completed by December
1842 a a cost of $5105, and was rededicated on Decamber 21.

The new church was built in the prevailing Gresk Revival syle of the day, ad its gpopearance
remans relatively unchanged. Rdocated on the common a short distance to the north of its
former dte, the building wes reoriented with a gable-end entrance in athree story narthex or
vedtibule facing west towards Main Street. The main sanctuary itself remainsdosetothe old 45 x
45' proportions, but condgent with mid 19* century fashion, it is filled with rows of low pews
divided by two Sde aides, facing awide platform pulpit located a the narrow eest end, opposte

(continued)
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the entrance. The rear, curve-fronted bacony, Stuated at the third leve of the vestibule,
apparently took on its present gppeaerance inaremodding later in the century. Thewindow
frameswere first painted in 1843 and their louvered blinds (no longer in place) were painted the
following year. The exterior walls were left unpainted until 1848.

Most important for the church's financial survival, the new building was raised up on a
foundation (epparently built of done block) that was high enough to incorporate a spacious vestry
a the ground story. The day after the new church was dedicated, the society's governing body,
the Prudential Committee, was authorized to begin renting out the vestry. Over the ensuing
deceades the vediry, alarge open room with seetsaong three Sdes, was ussd by avariety of civic,
political, educationa and socid groups who nesded a place to gather, and they in turn provided
the church with an important source of income. The mog consgent lesssewas the town itsdlf,
which hired the vestry for Town Meetings and apolling place every year through 1931. Vestry
renta records provide significant information about town activities. Those for 1844, for ingance,
show that the local Lyceum met there before acquiring its own meeting hall, and that by that time
a Hubbardston abolition society had bean formed. By 1846, locd temperance societies were
using the gpace, and anumber of individuals were leasing it as well, either on the part of other
organizations, or for private socia events

Well beforethe church was rebuilt, Hubbardson hed developed into athriving agricultural
community with an economy bolstered by scattered water-powered industries; and acluster of
stylish residences, inns, gores, and artisans  shops hed grown up around the church and town
common & the center. Main Stredt, part of aprimary county road, became awell-traveled link in
a north-south route between New Hampshire and the markets to the south in Worcester and
Providence. Assuch, it was a dageroute and acorridor for the movement of agricultural goods,
which from the end of the 18* century had bean bringing a continuous stream of wagons, teams,
coaches and other activity through the common and pedt the church.

The period 1810-1850 produced a handsome st of houses around the common, which, together
with the 1842 church, still sets the tone for the predominantly Federd/Gresk Reviva charecter of
the town center today. The owners of many of these stylish houses infact, were the First Parish
leaders. Abijah Clark, who owned 2 Brigham Roed and both 1 and 3 Main Street; Appleton
Clark, owner of 1 Barre Road and Augudus Morseof 12 Main Strest were al church treesurers;
and Maoses Phdpsa 17 Main Street saved as the Clerk. The 7.1 acre Rurd Glen Cametery
(MHC #808) on Worcester Road was officially laid out in 1848, the samaler Fine Wood Cemetery

(continued)
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(MHC #804) on Barre Road was established by the town about 1850, and the Greerwood
Cemetery (MHC #806) in 1855. A tiny loca Catholic cemetery, the Catholic Burid Ground on
Mill Road (MHC #809) was opened in 1856. Forest Hill Cemetery (MHC  #807) on Williamsand
Hale Roads had been in operation snce the late 1830s

In spite of the rise in population, by the 1850s income from subscriptions, the leesing of the
vestry, and the sdle of pawswas not enough to keep the First Church from again falling into dire
financial straits. Soon an economic decline was affecting the community a large. Progress, in
the form of regiona railroads and the assodaed industriadization it brought, was passing
Hubbardston by, and the traffic and budnessalong Main Street's corridor diminished sharply.
The town's population, which had good & just over 1100 personsin 1800, pesked & just over
1800 in 1850, and then went into adecline. Although the church had managed to kegp one
minister. Rev. Claudius Bradford, for over five yearsin the 1840s the prevailing pattern there
was a successon of short-term pagtors who dayed for only ayear or two, usudly resigning
because of the low sdary, which remained lessthan $600 per year through the mid-1850s. A
Methodist church was built in 1840 on Main Strest midway between the Unitarian and
Evangdica churches, and drew off members from both of them. Disagreement over abolitionist
issuesfurther divided the First Church and in February 1854 it was agread to dose the building
for afew months, or until avigorous membership campaign could find enough people to defray
expenses

Hubbardston's economy reeched alow point with awidespread depresson in 1857, then dowly
begen to revive. In 1861, the church was able to raise $250 to purchase its first instrument, a
harmonium. Around the same time some union sarvices were conducted by agroup who rented
the sanctuary, thus adding to the society's coffers, which ended the year in theblack.

By the mid-1860s it was clear that the sonework of the church's basement story nesded
subgtantid repair. After three yearsof discussons visits to other churches, and reports by
numerous committees, local carpenter-builders Albert Goodgpead and JF. Faeswere engaged to
draw up plans to renovate the church. The question of moving the building away from the
common was again raised, but in 1867 the congregation decided to "repair the building onthe
presant spot,” to put inanew "doorstool,” add somewindows, update the interior, and rase the
building afew feet. The latter change, which gppears to have entailed replacing the sone
foundation with brick, made for amore commodious meeting hall designed to attract more rental
budness- agod which isreflected in officially renaming the vedtry the "Church Hall." As for

(continued)
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the interior dterations, itislikely that they included the new curved front of the balcony, new
interior moldings, and the paint schemethat was still in place early in the 20* century, which
included the Lord's Prayer on the wall behind the pulpit and the Bestitudes written in gold around
the top of the other walls. Some doors were a0 ingtalled in 1868; in 1889 $48.44 more was paid
for some"petition” (i.e. partition) doors - possbly including the pair still in place between the
vestibule and sanctuary, or perhgpsthe double-leaf interior doors to the vestry. The renovated
church wes rededicated on May 5, 18609.

With arefurbished church building, arevitaized and expanded membership, and a community
that wes eeger to regroup after the Civil War, in the 1870sand 1880ssaverd changeswere mede
in both the church practices and on the town common around it. The expanding liberal policies of
the church during this period, some of them inspired by regiona Unitarian assemblies are
illustrated by the reduction of Sebbeth sarvices from two to one in 1870, and by the extension of
full voting privilegesto femae church mambersin 1872. Although by 1870 alineof horse dheds
hed been built just north of the church and atree-planting campaign was beautifying Main Street,
the common in front of the church remained awide open thoroughfare, dternately muddy or
dusty, depending on the weether conditions. The townwideLadies Soldiers Aid Society, which
had been active during the war, continued fundraising for severd years afterward until nearly
$300 hed been accumulated for amonument to Hubbardston's Civil War soldiers. The town
voted $300 toward the monument in 1865, but new expensesfor building a county road, along
with disagreements over whether amemorid hall - or perhgpsamemoria room inanew Town
Hall - would be preferable to amonument, ddayed its congtruction for many years The question
of building aTown Hall was somewha settled by Jonas Clark’s gift to the Public Library (builtin
1874 and given to the town adecade later - NRIND 1998), which incorporated a smal meeting
room and goacefor town offices. For many more decades, however, the town continued to rent
the Church Hall for Town Mestings and a polling place, and the nearby Soldiers Monument
(MHC #902) was finally erected on the common in 1835. Elm trees had dready bean planted on
the common severd yearsearlier, and when the monument wes built the areaaround it wes
landscaped into a more park-like setting. The lower section of Brigham Street was divided into
two branchesto accommodate the newly-delineated grassy triangle on which the monument
sood. (The angled portion of Brigham Street, which passad between the church and the
monument istoday reflected in the paved wakway that bisectsthe common from Main to
Brigham Strest - mgp #7).

At the turn of the 20* century, the three churches & Hubbardston Center were till the focus of

(continued)
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many of their parishioners socid, as well as spiritua, lives, and all of them had enthusadtic
active congregations. 1n 1900 each church was supported and sugained by awomens
association, energized by ayoung persons club, and had awdl-attended Sunday School. Only
the First Parish Church, however, had the advantage of being located on the primary outdoor
gathering goecein the town, where it had begun to hold functions by the end of the 19* century.
In 1895 a Sociad Union Alliance was formed with 94 members to raise fundsand organize socia
eventsfor the church. The following yeer it oonsored its first midsummer fair, the forerunner of
the popular Nonesuch Street Fair, which was held on the common through the 1950s. Over the
yearsthe procesdsraised were put to severd purposes, including misson work, the minister's
saay, the purchase of apiano in 1897 and the acquisition of the church parsonegea 8 Brigham
Street in 1913. The First Parish Femae Benevolent Society and the Sabbath School hed both
exiged dnce 1838. In 1912 the town-wide Men's Club of Hubbardston was organized as an
offshoot of an informal men's group which for years had gathered after church suppersto listento
invited goeskersand lecturers. Two church youth organizations were formed in the early 1900s
the Lend a Hand group, which raised fundsand mede sdleitems, and in the 1920s the Y oung
Peoples Rdigious Union. In the 1940s the Theodora Estelle Hubbard Society of American
Unitarian Y outh was founded as a socid group, and named after a longtime Sunday School
superintendent, the wife of the Rev. Horace R. Hubbard, who served as minigter from 1913
through 1939.

In spite of the stability provided by the Hubbards, and the presence of asmal group of dedicated
members, the First Church sruggledfinanciallyin the 20* century, as did the Congregationa and
Methodist parishes. The town was still a sparsdy-populated rural community. Population
dropped to 1,000 people in 1915, and with the additions of two turn-of-the-century ecumenical
chapds on the outskirts of town, and a 1917 Lutheran church just over the border with
Templeton, the congregations of al three center churchesremained small. Although the century
had opened auspicioudy for the Firgt Church, and there was a surplus in the treasury in 1902, by
1906, the minister of that time. Rev. Josgph Seeton, noted that the church was "congtantly losing
older members by desth and many younger onesby remova. |t isaways aquestion asto how
long the church as an organization will survive." (Records of the First Congregational Church in
Hubbardston, 1906). Toward the end of the Great Depression, serviceswere sugpended for
saverd months of the year, and when the Rev. Hubbard regretfully tendered his resignationin
1938, he predicted that preaching would be "held in the future only occasionally.” (lbid, 1938) A
brief experiment in hiring acommunity minister to serve al three churches a the town center was
undertaken between 1937 and 1941, with the Methodist minister sdected to conduct the services,

(continued)
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but Congregationdists complained that he was remiss invisiting their sick, and the Unitarians
were generdly anti-consolidation in the first place (Sullivan, 75). The First Church hed no settled
minister between 1939-1949, and its congregation continued to dwindle. Ashigtorian Leo
Sullivan put it, there was not avacant pew in the church inthe 1880s, whileinthe 1940sthe
congregation could fit al in one pew. (Sullivan, 92)

Ironically, the proliferation of the socid and service groups that drengthened interpersonad bonds
within each church congregation inthe 20™ century may have hdped to perpetuate longstanding
town-wide socia divisions, which hed tended to form dong religious lines. The presence of in-
house groups had an inhibiting effect on the devdopment of community-wide socia
organizations, of which Hubbardston devdoped relatively few (Ibid, 73). Unification of the
Congregational and Unitarian parisheswas atempted again in 1973 as the combined Federated
Church of Hubbardston, athough there was much disagreement over both the choice of minister
and the use of the two buildings. The Evangdica Congregationd Church withdrew from the
agreement in 1977. The next yeer the bylaws of the Federated Church were revised, and its
congregation, condggting primarily of Unitarians and afew dissdent Congregationdids,
continued to hold services in the Firgt Parish Church as it doestoday. The building is still
overseen by the First Church as the First Parish Church of Hubbardston (Unitarian), which leseses
the sanctuary to the Federated Church, and rentsthe vestry to a daycare center.

In recent yearsthe people of Hubbardson have increasingly shown their support for preservation
of the town's historic resources, funding atown-wide historic properties survey in 1994-95, and
matching a Massachusetts Preservation Projects Fund grant for the Hubbardston Library in 1998.
The Hubbardston Historical Society operates apopular local museum inthe library building, and
the town hes an active Historical Commission, which recently gponsored National Register
nominations for both the library and the Samud Gay House, and is presently surveying the
town's historic mill stes. Placing the Town Common, the Old Burial Ground, and the First
Church on the National Regiger isan important complement to those efforts, and will contribute
much to loca pride and awareness of the town's condderable collection of historic resources

Archaeological Significance

Historic archaeologica resources described above havethe potential to provide important
information on the religious, economic and socia history of Hubbardston from the 18* through
20* centuries. Archaeologica resourcesmay hdp document architectural details of the origina

(continued)
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medtinghouse and their orientation on the dte. Congtruction features, artifacts and structural
remans can help document the extent to which the 1773 structure was incorporated into the
exigting building. Additional documentary research combined with archaeologicd survey and
testing can dso hdp locate outbuildings and occupationa rdated features assodiated with the
history of church land use on the dte. Structurd, artifact and feature evidence assodiated with the
horse sheds can contribute information relating to horselwagon transportation technologies.
Similar archaeologica evidence assodated with the hearse shed may contribute information
relating to the use of mortuary vehicles and cusoms  Detailed andlysis of the contents from
occupationd related dructures can provide significant information about activities conducted a
the church and its parishioners.  Information from unmarked graves can dso be important by
delineating the accurate boundaries of the cemetery and providing information relating to indigent
membersof the community. Pauparsand unknown personswere often buried in periphera aress
of cemeteries or beyond the official cemetery boundary.

(end)
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 1.19 acres

UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1.18 746100 4706640 3.

Zone Easting Northing Zae Easting Northing
2.

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries ofthe property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
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nameltitle Anne M. Forbes, Consultant, with Betsv Friedberg, MHC National Register Director
organization  Massachusetts Historical Commission date October 2000
street & number 220 Morrissev Boulevard , telephone  617-727-8470
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Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)
Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)
name Town of Hubbardston / Federated Church of Hubbardston

street & number 7A Main Street / 2 Main Street telephone 978-928-5735/ 978-928-5822
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with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 etseq).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form
to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget,

Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundaries of this nomination include the entire parcd (#28, mgp #8A) which includes the
First Parish Church, Old Burial Ground and the remaining portion of the Hubbardston Town
Common a the corner of Main and Brigham Streets.

Boundary Justification

The boundaries encompassthe surviving portion of the common land a the center of the Town of
Hubbardston that was st of f for the construction of the town church and the establishment  of the
community's first burial ground inthe early 1770s  The common retainsthe primary
commemorative ste for the community, and is marked by three war monuments, two cannon, a
restored 19" century "guideboard,” ardocated mill gone, the remnants of the town pump, and
two modern dgns- one for the church, the other for the community. Inthe future, thedistrict
could be expanded to include many more properties in the town center, which is a well-preserved
civic and resdentid village comprised primarily of wood-frame buildings of the late 18" through
late 19* centuries.

(end)
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PHOTOGRAPHS

Photos 18 are 8 x 10", photos9-21 ae 3Vix 5"

All photographs taken by Anne Forbes, negatives in possesson of photographer

Photographs 1-7 taken December, 1998; photos 8-14 and 20-21 taken July 2000; photos 15-19
taken January 1999.

1 First Church (1773/1842) and Town Common, looking E
2. First Church: west and south facades, looking NE

3. First Church: north and west facades, looking E

4, First Church: south eevation, looking N

5. Firgt Church: sanctuary, looking NE

6. First Church: sanctuary, looking W

7. First Church: bacony, looking N

8. Old Buria Ground: looking SW

9. First Church: rear (east) eevation, looking W

10. First Church: main entry, west feBade

11. Firgt Church: pulpit

12. First Church: choir loft, with chairs

13. First Church: minister's sofa

14. First church: narthex (vestibule), second leve

15. Town Common: cannon and Soldiers Monument, looking SE
16. Town Common: looking SE from Main Stret

17. Town Common: will millstone, looking NW

18. Guideboard: SW comer of Town Common, looking NW
19. Town tomb, 1872

20. Old Buria Ground: looking NE

21. Old Buria Ground: Eunice Bolton Stone, 1734

(end)
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DISTRICT DATA SHEET

C=CONTRIBUTING NC=NON-CONTRIBUTING B=BUILDING S=9TE ST=STRUCTURE 0=0OBJECT

MAP #MHCH# NAME OR DESCRIPTION DATE STATUS TYPE
1 910 Hubbardson Town Common ¢ 1773 C S
2 26 First Parish Church of Hubb.  1773/1842 C B
3 800 Old Burial Ground late 18*C. C S
4 Partid foundations horse sheds 19* C. C S
5 906 Town tomb 1872 C S
6 Feldstone wall 18+, 19* C. C 0
7 Line of lower Brigham St 19* C. Cc S
S 902 Soldiers Monument 1885 C 0
9 904 Pair of bronze cannon lae 19 C. C(2) 0
10 Guideboard 19 C. C o)
n Hagpole ealy 20* C. C 0
° PrentissMill millstone 18+*-19*C. o)
13 Base of former town pump 20¢ C. ﬁC 0O
14 03 Spanish Amer/WWI monument c. 1920 C 0
5 World Wer Il monument mid-20* C. NC 0
16 Church 5gn mid-20* C. NC 0
17 Community Sgn mid-20* C. NC 0
18 light pole mid-20* C. NC o)
19 metd playground fence late-20* C. NC 0
20 Ceametery Sgn 20* C. NC o)
TOTAL RESOURCE COUNT CONTRIBUTING NON-CONTRIBUTING

Buildings I 0

Stes 3 0

Structures 2 0

Objects 8 7

Total 14 7
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Missing Core Documentation

Property Name County, State Reference Number
Hubbardston Town Common Worcester County, 00001396
Historic District Massachusetts

The following Core Documentation is missing from tinis entry:
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary’ of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Hi storical Commission

October 17, 2000

Ms. Carol Shull

Nationa Regigter of Historic Flaces
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encdlosad please find the following nomination form:
Hubbardson Town Common HD, Hubbardston, (Worcester), MA

The nomination has been voted dligible by the State Review Board and has been sgned by the
State Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board condderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg n
Nationa Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cC: Kenneth Green, Hubbardston Historical Commission
Rev. Susie Phoenix, First Parish Church
Dennis O'Donnell, Chair, Hubbardston Board of Sdectmen
Anne M. Forbes, Preservation Consultant
Edward Barker, Chair, Planning Board

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 «TTY: (617) 878-3889
u'ww.state. ma.  us/sec/mhc



